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GENERAL Motro. 
On vent’rous wing in quelt of praife I yo, 
And leave the gazing muititude below. 
8 


Nuns. 
1 Thus mounted to the tow'rs above, 
The vagrant hero, fon of Jove. 
FRANCIS. 


2 To fink in fhame, or fwell with pride, 
Ass the gay palm is granted or deny’d. 


FRaNcIs, 
3, The fplendid ornament of future {cenes. 


4 Fictions to pieafe fhould wear the face of truth, 
Rosc, 
5 Then birds in airy {pace micht fafely move, 
And tim’rous hares on heaths fecurely rove: 
Nor needed fith the guileful hook to fear ; 
For all was peaceful, and that peace fincere. 
Dryben. 


- 6 Lam obliged to part with my whole ftock, and 
am refolved to fell it by auction: you that 
will buy make hafte, here will be excellent 
pennyworths; my merchandize is jcits and 
witticifms, 

7 WhatI have heard, permit me to relate. 
8 Endure and conquer; live for better fate. 
9 He hung th’ inftruétive fymbol o'er his door. 


With foamy tufks to feem a briftly boar, 
Or imitate the lion's angry roar ; 
Or hifs a dragon, or atyger ftare. Drypen. 


_No beaft of fuch portentous fize 

In warlike Daunia’s forefts lies, 

Nor fuch the tawny lion reigns 

Fierce on his native Afric’s thirfty plains. 
FRANCIS. 


10 Give me, O father! to thy throne accefs, 
Unfhaken feat of endlefs happinefs! 
Give me, unveil'd, the fource of good to fee! 
Give me thy lizht, and fix mine eyes on thee! 


11° Happy the man, and happy he alone, 
He who can call to-day his own; 
He who fecure wichin can fay, 
‘To-morvow do thy worit, for I have liv’d 
to-day. DrybeEn, 
12 He whom the dread of want enfnares, 
With bateneis acts, with meannefs bears. 


13, Thus all below, whether by nature's curfe 
Or fute’s decree, degen’rate {till to worfe. 
So the boat’s brawny crew the current ftem, 
And, flow advancing, ftruggle with the ftream: 
But if they flack their hands, or ceafe to ftrive, 
‘Then down the flood with headlong hatte they 
drive. Dryopen, 


NuMB. 
14 Ev’'n yet his voice from hell's dread fhades we 
hear — 
** Beware, learn juftice, and the Gods revere.” 


15 Medicine is mine Drypen. 


16 More lovely virtue, in a lovely form. 


17 ———— He hears no more 
Than rocks, when winds and waters roar, 
CREECH. 


18 A two-fold gift in this my volume lies; 
It makes you merry, and it makes you wife, 


19 The monftrous tale, incredulous I hate. 
20 Rough truth foon irritates a tyrants ear, 


21 Of mortal Juftice if thou fcorn the rod— 
Believe and tremble, thou art judg’d of God. 


22 His native form at length by fate reftor'd. 


23 In books the various fcenes of life he drew, 
As votive tablets give the wreck to view. 


24 The various ills ordain'd to man by fate 
Whereer he turns, ‘tis tedious to relate. 


25 In brazen yokes thus Venus binds 
Ill-coupled forms and jarring minds, 
And gaily cruel joys to fee 


The reftlefs lovers difagree. Locre, 


26 Through all the town the buly triflers {warm, 
Fix'd without proof, and without int'reft warm, 


27 From night arofe the fun-fhine and the day. 


28 If ruftic Phicyle her prayer renews, 
Her artlefs prayer, when facred hours return, 
Her vines hall droop beneath no blighting 
dews, 
Nor fouthern ftorms her yellow harvefts burn. 


29 If gaming does an aged fire entice, 
Then my young matter fwiftly learns the vice, 
And fhakes in hanging-fleeves the litt'e box 
and dice. Daypven, 


39 Thrice happy they, in pure delights 
Whom love with mutual bonds unites; 
Unbroken by complaints or ftrife, 
“ind binding each to each for life. Francis. 


31 Nor could Sicilia’s tyrants ever find 
A greater torment than an envious mind. 
FRANCIS. 


32 To frugal treats and humble cells, 
With grateful change the wealhy fly, 
Where health preferving plainnefs dwells, 
Far from the carpet’s gaudy dye. 
Such fcenes have charm’d the pangs of care, 
And {moath’d the clouded forehead of defpair, 
Francis, 


33 Within 


M OT TOS of the Frrsr Vozunr. 


Nemo. 


Noms. 
33 Within the grafs conceal’d a ferpent lies. 


34 Such fate perfues the votaries of praife. 
- The gates of hell are open night and day; 


Smooth the defcent, and eafy is the way: 

But to return, ard view the chearful fkies ; 

In this the tak and mighty labour lies. 
Drypen. 


. See the wild purchafe of the bold and vain, 


35 


36 


Where ev'ry bhifs is bought with equal pain. 
Glut yourfelf with cabbage, of which you 
have always bcen preedy. 


We find fit fubjects for our verfe at home. 
Rosco. 


How often fhall th’ unpractis’d youth 


- Of alter’d gods and injur'd truth, 


_ With tears, alas! complain? 
How foon behold with wondering eves 
The blackning winds tempeiftuous mie, 
And {cowl along the main? 


While by his eafy faith betray'd, 
He now enjoys thee, golden maid, 
Thus amiable and kind; 


- He fondly hopes that you fhall prove 


37 


38 


39 


Thus ever vacant to his love, 


_ . Nor heeds the faithlefs wind. 


Let thofe whom folly prompts to {ncer, 
Be told we {port with fable here; 
‘Be told, that brutes can morals teach, 
And trees like foundeft cafuifts preach. 


FRANCIS. 


Bye being afked in what man could re- 
. femble the Divinity, juftly anfwered, “in 
‘s beneficence and truth.” 


— Pallas pour'd fweet flumbers on his foul ; 
And balmy dreams, the gift of foft repofe, 


Calm ’‘d all his pains and banifh'd all his woes 


Pope, 


- He widely errs who thinks I yield 


Precedence in the well cloth’d field, 
Tho’ mix'd with wheat I grow: 

. *dulgent Ceres knew my worth, 

And to adorn the teeming earth, 
She bade the Poppy blow. 


Nor vainly gay the fight to pleafe, 
But bleft with power mankind to eafe, 
The Goddets faw me rife: 
“ Thrive with the life-fupporting grain,” 
She cry'd, * the folace of the {wain, 
‘* The cordial of his eyes. 


“ Seize, happy mortal, feize the good; 

“¢ My hand fupplies thy fleep and tood, 
“© And makes thee truly bict: 

“ With plenteous meals enjoy the day, 

“* In flumbers pais the night away, 


** And leave to fate the rett. C. B. 


O! fave ye Gods, omnipotent and kind, 

From fuch abhor'd chimeras fave the mind! 

In truth’s ftrait path no hideous montfters roar; 

o truth’s trait path the wand’ring mind re- 
ore. 


4 


42 
43 
44 


45 


46 


48 


Th’ attempt forfase, | 
And not my chariot, but my counsel take, 
While yet fecurely on the earth you tland; 
Nor touch the horfes with too rath a hand. 
AbDISON. 


Juft in the gate, and in the jaws of hell, 

Revengeful cares, and fullen forrows dwell; 

And pale difeafes, and repining age, 

Want, fear, and famine’s unrefilted rage, 
Drypen, 


Our lufts are Gods, and what they will is fate. 

Its life is motion. ° 

Strive not 

Your patron’s bofom to explore ; 

And let not wine or anger wreft 

Th’ intrufted fecret from your breaft. 
FRANCIS. 


They, who myfteries reveal, 

Beneath my roof fhall never live, 

Shall never hoift with me the doubtful fail. 
FRANCIS, 


No faith of partnerfhip dominion owns ; 

Sull difcord hovers o’er divided thrones. 

Hills, vales, and floods appear already croft; 

And, e’er he ftarts, athoufand fteps are loit. 
Por. 


Far from my table be the tell-tale gueft. 


Ev'ry age relates, 

That equal crimes unequal fates have found, 
And whilft onevillain fwings another's crown'd 
CREECH. 


As refcu’d from intended wrong, 

The modeft virgin pac’d along, 

By blafting heav'n depriv'd of day 
Beneath her feet th’ accufer lay: 

She mark’d, and foon the pray’r arofe 
To Him who bade us love our foes; 
By faith inforc'd, the pious call 
Again relum’d the fightlefs ball. 


They lightly fim, 


9 
And gently fip the dimply river’s brim. 


5o 


gi 


a 
a 


53 


His be.the joy t'approach th’ untaited fprings. 


The wretch that often has deceiv'd, 
Though truth he fpeaks, is ne’er believ’d. 


Is a difcourfe beautified by a quotation from 
Pindar and Horace? and fhall we think it 
blemifhed by a paffage from the facred 
aa aptly interwoven? Do we defvife the 

ooks which were dictated by the Spirit 
of GOD, in comparifon of Homer, Euri- 
pides, and Ennius? 


Trifles fuch as thefe 
mifchiefs lead. 


Each has his lot, and bears the fate he drew. 


To ferious FRANCIS, 


His confidence in heav'n 
Sunk by degrees. —————_-__—- 


5; While 


MOT TOS of the First Votume, 


Nums. | 
55 While dangers hourly round us rife, 
No caution guards us 4rom furprize. Frawcis, 


56 How oft the fear of ill to ill betrays ! 


57 O more than human voice !—— 


8 They condemn what they do not underftand, 
Stronger than thunder's winged force, 
All powerful gold can {peed its courfe, 
‘Through watchful guards its paflage make 
And loves through folid walls to break: 
From gold the overwhelming woes, 
‘That crufh’d the Grecian augur rofe ; 
Philip with gold through cities broke, 
And rival monarchs felt his yoke; 
Captains of foips to gold are flaves, 
Though fierce as their own uinds and waves. 

Francis, 


The conf{cious hufband bids her rife, 
When fome rich fatlor courts her charms, 
Who calls the wanton to his arms, 
And, prodigal of wealth and fame, 
Profulely buys the coftly thame. 


A poet's beverage humbly cheap, 
(Should great Macenas be my gueft) 
The vintage of the Sabine grape, 
But yet in fober cups fhail crown the feat: 
*Twas rack'd into a Grecian cafk, 
Its rougher juice to melt away ; 
I feal'd it too— a pleafing tak ! 
With annual joy to mark the glorious day, 
When in applaufive fhouts thy name 
Spread from the theatre around, 
Floating on thy own Tiber’s ftream, 
And Echo, playful nymph, return’d the 
found, FRANCIS. 
Varius, a fwan of Homer's wing, 
Shall brave Agrippa’s conquetts fing. 
FRANCIS. 


Before my clofing eyes, dear Cynthia, ftand, 
Held weakly by my fainting trembling hand. 
Bleft was my reign, retiring Cynthia cry'd, 
Nor till he Jeft iny breaft, Tibullus dy‘d. 
Fortear, faid Nemefis, my lofs to moan, 
The fainting trembling hand was mine alone. 


FRANCIS. 


Nums. 
59 If not a foufe in thy lank purfe appear, 
Go mount the roftrum and turn auctioneer ; 
With china crack’d the greedy crowd trepan, 
With {purious pictures and with falfe japan ; 
Sell the colle&ted flores of mifers dead, 
Or Englifh peers for debts to Gallia fled. 
Where pigeons lay their eggs. 
Where fhiv’ring worth no longer finds a home. 
To pine, 
Look pale, and all December tafte no wine. 
Dryven. 
O! in this ample grove could I behold 
The tree that blooms with vegetable gold. 
Pitt. 
60 Our foes may teach, the wife by foes are taught. 


61 Each inly murm’ring at th’ unequal meed, 
Repines that merit fhould reward exceed. 


62 Capricious fortune ever joys, . 


With partial hand to deal the prize, 
To crufh the brave and cheat the wafe, 
The geod are few. 
63 Perifh thofe! who have faid our good things 
before us. ; 
64 Acquaintance grew, th’ acquaintance they im- 
prove 
To friendfhip, friendfhip ripen’d into love. 
. EuspENe 
&5 Love, which the furies irritate to rage. 
66 Not him I prize who poorly gains 
From death the palm which blood diftains ; 
But him who wins with nobler {trife 
An unpolluted wreath from life. 


67 They polith life by ufeful arts, 

68 How vain the joy for which our pain muft pay, 

69 Men willingly believe what they with to be 
true. : 


79 Stranger to folly and to fear, . 
With pure untainted henour bright, 
Virtue difdains to lend: an ear 
To the mad people’s fenfe of right. 
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Hac arte Pollux & vagus Hercules 
Innixus, arces attigit igneas. Hor. 


. 


- every ‘man. in n the exercife of his duty to bien 


ae “7 : 
Pe oe a? 


felf and the community, ftruggles with difi- 

culties which ‘no’ man has always furmounted, 
and is expofed to dangers which are never 
wholly efcaped ; life has’ been confidered as 


oe a warfare, and- courage as a virtue more ne- 
ceffary than any ‘other, It was foon found, that without the 
exercife of courage, without an effort of the mind by which. 
immediate pleafure is rejected, pain defpifed, and life itfelf fet 
at hazard, much cannot be contributed to the public good, 


- B nor 
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nor fuch happinefs procured ty ourielves “— coniiftent with that 
of others. | | 


Bur as pleafure can be exchanged only for pleafare, every 
art has. been ufed to conned fach gratiGcations with the exercife 
of courage, as. compenfate for thofe which are given up: the 
pleafures of the imagination are fubftituted for thofe of the fenfes, 
and the hope of future enjoyments for the poffeffion of prefent ; 
and to decorate thefe pleafures and this hope, has wearied eloquence 
and exhaufted learning. Courage has been dignified with the 
name of heroic virtue; and heroic virtue has deified the hero; 
his ftatue, hung round with enfigns of terror, frowned in the gloom 
of a wood or a temple; altars were raifcd before it, and the world 


was commanded to worfhip. 


Tuus the ideas of courage, and virtue, and honour, .are fo 
affociated, that -wherever -we-perecive courage we infer virtue and 
afcribe honour-; without confidering whether courage was exerted 
to produce happinels or mifery, in the defence of freedom or fup 
port of tyranny. 


But though courage and heroic virtue are ftill confounded, 
yet by courage nothing more ts generally underftood than a power 
of oppofing danger with ferenity and perfeverance. To fecure the 
honours which are beftowed upon .courage by cuftom, it is indeed 
neceflary that this danger fhould be voluntary ; for a courageous 
refiftance of dangers to which we are neceflarily expofed by 
our ftation, is confidered merely as the difcharge of our duty, and ; | 


brings only a negative reward, exemption from infamy. 


Nor every one therefore who efcapes the infamy of cowardice, 
can obtain the honours that have been decreed to courage : and 


perhaps 
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.perhaps it will be found, that to the tefiftance of danger, which 
is confidered as a duty, we may be ftimulated by fear; although 
to that which is deemed fupererogation we can only be animated 
by hope: and though no man has ever done all that juftice might 
exadt, yet almoft every man has upon fome-occafton done more. © 


Iz a Generali perceives that fome defpérdte fervice is neceflarp, 
which may be performed by a private centinel, it cannot be faid 
of any individual that this fervice is his duty; he may wait ‘the 
decilion of the lot without difgrace, and therefore if he prevents 
it he a¢quires honour: if the lot is caft, the fervice then becomes 
the duty of him who is thus felected ; and though an attempt to 
elude it would degrade him to a coward, yet to proceed without 
repining would fcarce exalt him to a hero. But if juft as he is 
about to enter updn his expedition, a volunteer fhould ftep forward, 
and confcious of fuperier abilities of more fteady fortitude, fhould 
-offet to execute it himfelf, his glory would be greater than could . 
have been acquired by the foldier, becaufe the whole of his danger 
would be the etfect of choice: the foldier was expofed by his fta- 
tion, at leaft to the tot; and the lot was only to determine whether 
his-‘life fhould be expofed in a lefs or a greater degree, perhaps 
whether “he should fpring the mint of mount: the breach. 


$15 then whic patiently fuffers that which he. cinnot without 
puilt avoid, efcapes infamy but dees hot obtain pra. Itisthe man — 
who provokes danger in its recefs, who quits a peaceful retreat,:-where 
kee tuiglst have flumbered in eafe and fafety, for peril and labour, 
to drive before a tempeft or to Watch in a camp; the man who 
defcends froth a precipice by a tépé at midnight to fire a city that 
is Beliefed, or whe ventures forward into regions of perpetual 
cold and darknefs, to difcover new paths of navigation and difclof 
new fecrets of the deep; it is the ADVENTURER alone on whom 
rae every 
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every eye is fixed with admiration, and whofe praife is repeated 


‘by every voice. 


Bur it mutt be confeffed that this is only the praife of pre- 
judice and of cuftem: reafon as yet fees nothing either to. com- 
mend or imitate : a more fevere fcrutiny muft be made before fhe 
.can admit.courage to belong to virtue, or intitle its poffeffar to the 
palm of honour. | 


If new worlds are fought merely to gratify avarice or ambition, 
for the. treafures that ripen in the diftant mine, or the homage 
of nations whom new arts of deftruction may fubdue ; or if the 
precipice is defcended merely for a pecuniary confideration ; the 
Adventurer is. in the.eftimation of reafon as. worthlefs and con— 
temptible .as the robber who defies a gibbet for the hire of a 
ftrumpet, or the fool who lays out his whole property on a 
lottery ticket. Reafon confiders the motive, the means, and the 
end, and Lonours courage only when it is employed to effeé the 
purpofe of virtue. Whoever expofes life for the good of others, 
and defires no fuperadded reward but fame, is pronounced a 
hero by the voice of reafon, and to with-hold the praife that he 
merits would be an attempt equally injurious and impoffible. 
How much then is it to be regretted, that feveral ages have elapfed 
fince all who had the will had alfo the power thus to fecute at 
once, the fhout of the multitude and the eulogy of the philo- 


fopher! The laft who enjoyed this privilege were the heroes that 


the hiftory of certain dark ages diftinguifhes by the name of 
Knights Errant ; beings who improved the opportunities of glory 
that were peculiar to their own times, in which giants were to be 
encountered, dragons deftroyed, enchantments diffolved, and cap- 
tive princefles fet at liberty. | i 


THESE 


oe —» - —— a ee 
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Tuese heroes, however numerous, or wherever they dwelt, 
had nothing more to do, than as foon as Aurora with her dewy 
fingers unlocked the rofy portals of the Eaft, to mount the 
fteed, grafp the lance, and ride forth attended by a faithful 
{quire : a giant or a dragon immediately appeared ; or a caftle was 
perceived with a mote, a bridge and a horn: the horn is founded, 
a dwarf firft appears, and then an enchanter; a combat enfues, 
and the enchanter is defeated: the Knight enters the caftle, reads 
a Talifman, diffolves the enchantment, receives the thanks of the 
princeffes and encomium of the knights, then is conducted by the 
principal lady to the court of her father, is there the object of 
univerfal admiration, refufes a kingdom, and fets out again to ac- 


quire new glory by a feries of new adventures, 


Burt if the world has now no employment for the Knight 
Errant, the ADVENTURER may {till do good for fame. Such 
is the hope with which he quits the quiet of indolence and. 
the fafety of obfcurity ; for fuch ambition he has exchanged con- 
tent ; and fuch is his claim as a candidate for praife. It may in- 
deed be objected, that he has no right to the reward; becaufe, 
if it be admitted that he does good for fame, it cannot be pre- 
tended that it is at the rif{que of life: but honour has been 
always allowed to be of greater value than life. If therefore 
the ADVENTURER rifques honour, he rifques more than the 
Knight. ‘The ignominy which falls on a difappointed candidate 
for public praife, would by thofe very Knights have been deemed 
worfe than death; and who is more truly a candidate for public 
praife than an author? But as the Knights were without fear. 


of death, the ADVENTURER is without fear of difgrace.or dif- 


appointment: he confides like them in the temper of his weapon. 


and the juftice of his caufe; he knows he has not far to go be- | 
fore he will meet with fome fortrefs that has been rai&d by fo-. 


phiftry 
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phiftry for the afylum of error, fome enchanter who lies in wait 
to enf{nare innocence, or fome dragon breathing out his poifon in 
defence of infidelity: he has alfo the power of enchantment which 
he will exercife in his turn; he will fometimes crowd the {cene 
with ideal beings, fometimes recal the paft, and fometimes anti- 
cipate the future; fometimes he will tranfport thofe who put 
themfelves under his influence to regions which no traveller has 
yet vifited, and will fometimes confine them with invifible bands 
tillthe charm is diffolved by a word which will be placed the latt 
in a paper which he fhall give them. 


Nor does he fear that this boaft fhould draw upon him the 
imputation of arrogance or of vanity; for the Knight, when he 
challenged an army, was not thought either arrogant or vain: and 
yet as every challenge is a boaft, and implies a confcioufnefs of fu- 
periority, the oftentation is certainly in proportion to the force that 


is defied; but this force is alfo the meafure of danger, and 


danger is the meafure of honoyr. It muft alfo be remarked, that 
there is great difference between a boaft of what we fhall do, 
and of what we have done. A boaft when we enter the lifts is a 
defiance of danger ; it claims attention and it raifes expectation: but 
a boaft when we return is only an exultation in fafety, and a de- 
3 mand of praife which 1s not thought to be due, for the praife that 
| is thought to be due is always paid. Let it be remembered there- 
| fore, that if the ADVENTURER raifes expectation, he propor- 
| tionably increafes his danger ; and that he afks nothing which the 
public fhall defire to withold. 
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SATURDAY, November 11, 1752. 


Palma negata macrum, donata reducit opimum. Hor. 


ee HE mnltitudes that fupport life by corporal la- 
. bour, and eat their bread in the {weat of their 
brow, commonly regard inaCtivity as idlenefs ; 
N y and have no conception, that wearinefs can be 


contracted in an elbow-chair, by now and 


then peeping into a book, and mufing the reft 

of the day: the fedentary and f{tudious, therefore, raife their envy 

or contempt, as they appear either to poffefs the conveniencies of 

life by the mere bounty of fortune, or to fuffer the want of them 
by refufing to work. 

C | Ir 
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Ir is, however, certain, that to think is to labour s and . 


that as the body is affected by the exercife of the mind, the’ 


fatigue of the ftudy is not lefs, than that of the field or the manu- 
factory. . | | a 


Burt the labour of the mind, though it its equally weari- 
fome with that of the body, is not attended with the fame 
advantages. Exercife gives health, vigour and chearfulnefs, 
found fleep and a keen appetite; the effects of fedentary 
thoughtfulnefs are difeafes that imbitter and fhorten life, in- 


terrupted reft, taftelefs meals, perpetual languor and caufelefs 


anxiety. 


No natural inability to perform manual operations, has been: 
obferved to proceed from difmnclination; the reluctance, if it 
cannot be removed, may be furmounted, and the artificer then 
proceeds in his. work with as much dexterity and exactnefs, as 
if no extraordinary effort had been made to begin it: but with 
refpect to the productions of imagination and wit, a mere de- 
termination of the will is not fufficient; there muft be a difpo- 
fition of the mind which no human being can procure, or the 
work will have the appearance of a forced plant, in the pro- 
duction of which the induftry of art has been fubftituted for’ the 


vigour of nature. 


Nor does this difpofition always enfure fuccefs, though 
the want ‘of it never fails to render application ineffectual ; for 
the writer who fits down in the morning fired with his fub- 
ject and teeming with ideas, often finds at night, that what de- 
lighted his imagination offends his judgment, and that he has 

: loft 
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loft the day by indulging a pleafing dream,: in which he joined 
together a multitude of fplendid images without perceiving their 


incongr mye 


Tus thie Wit. 1S condemned to pafs his hours, thofe hours 
which return no more, in attempting that which he cannot effect, 
or in collecting materials which he afterwards difcovers to be unfit 
for ufe: but the mechanic and the. hufbandman know, that the 
work which they perform will always bear the fame propor- 
tion to the time in which they are employed, and the diligence 
which they exert : 


NEITHER is the reward of intellectual equally certain 
with that of corporal labour 3, the artificer, for the manufacture 
which he finithes in.a day, “receives a certain fum; but the 
wit frequently gains no advantage. from a performance at which 
he has toiled many months, either becaufe the town is not dif- 
pofed to judge of his merit, or becaufe he has not fuited the 
popular tafte. 


It has been often obferved, that not the value of a man’s 
income, but the proportion which it bears to his expences, juftly 
denominates him rich or poor ; and that it is not fo much the 
| manner in which he lives, as the habit of life he ‘has con- 
tracted, which renders him happy or wretched. For this reafon, 
the labour of the mind, even when it is adequately rewarded, 
does not procure means of happinefs i in the fame proportion as 
that of the body. They that fing at the loom, or whiftle after the 
plough, with not for intellectual entertainment ; “if they have 
plenty of wholefome food, they do not repine at the inelegance 
-of their table, nor are oy lefs happy becaufe they are not treated 

with 
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with ceremonious refpect and ferved with filent celerity. The 
fcholar is always confidered as becoming a gentleman by his edu- 
cation; and the wit as conferring honour upon his company, 
however elevated by their cank or fortune: they are, therefore, 
frequently admitted to fcenes of life very different from their 
own; they partake of pleafures which they cannot hope to pur- 
chafe ; and many fuperfluities become neceffary, by the gratifica- 
tion of wants which in a lower clafs they would never have 


known. 


Tnus, the peafant and the mechanic, when they have re- 
ceived the wages of the day, and procured their ftrong beer 


and fupper, have fcarce a with unfatisfied; but the man of nice 


difcernment and quick fenfations, who has acquired a high relith 
of the elegancies and refinements of life, has feldom philofophy 
enough to be equally content with that which the reward of genius 


can purchafe. 


Anp yet there is fcarce any character fo much the object 
of envy, as that of a fuccefsful writer: but thofe who only 


fee him in company, or hear encomiums on his merit, form a 


very erroneous opinion of his happinefs : they conceive him 
as perpetually enjoying the triumphs of intellectual fuperiori- 
ty; as difplaying the luxuriancy of his fancy, and the va- 
riety of his knowledge, to filent admiration ; or liftening in vo- 


Auptuous indolence to the mufic of praife. But they know 


not, that thefe lucid intervals are fhort and few; that much the 


_ greater part of his ‘life is pafled in folitude and anxiety; that 


his hours glide away unnoticed, and the day like the night is 
contracted to a moment by the intenfe application of the mind 
to its object: locked up from every eye, and loft even to him- 

felf 
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felf, he is reminded that he lives only by the neceffities of 
life; he then ftarts as from a dream, and regrets that the day 
has paffed unenjoycd, without affording means of happinefs to 


the morrow. 


Witt HarpmMan the {mith had three fons, Tom, Ned 
and George. George, who was the youngeft, he put appren- 
tice to a taylor; the two elder were otherwife provided for : 
he had by fome means the opportunity of fending them to 
{chool upon a foundation, and afterwards to the Univerfity. 
Will thought that this opportunity to give his boys good learning, 
was not to be miffed: ‘“ learning,” he faid, ‘ was a portion 
«¢ which the D--v--l] could not wrong them of; and when he 
« had done what he ought for them, they muft do for them-. 


“© -felves,” 


As he had not the fame power to procure thém livings, when 
they had finifhed their ftudies they came to London. ‘They were 
both {cholars; but Tom was a genius, and Ned was a dunce: 


Ned became ufher in a fchool at the yearly falary of twenty 


pounds, and Tom foon diftinguifhed himfelf as an author: he 
‘wrote many pieces of great excellence, but his reward was 
- fometimes witheld by caprice, and fometimes intercepted by 
envy. He paffed his time in penury and labour ; his mind ab- 
‘{tracted in the recollection of fentiment, and perplexed in the ar- 


:rangement of his ideas and the choice of expreffion. 


GEORGE in the mean time became a miafter in his trade, 
kept ten men conftantly at work upon the board, drank his beer 
out of a filver tankard, and boafted, that he might be as well to 
pafs in a few years as many of thofe for whom he made laced 


cloaths, 
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cloaths, and who thought themfelves his betters. Ned wifhed 
earneftly that he could change ftations with George: but Tom 
in the pride of his heart difdained them both ; and declared, that 
he would rather perifh upon a bulk with cold and hunger, than 
{teal through life in obfcurity, and be forgotten when he 
was dead. | | ~~ : 
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To the ADVENTURER . - 


FAR: 23 §: the ‘bufinels of. Sartoniiiien? is, become a very 
GP) <aiswe ferious concern, and the curiofity of mankind 

Any is perpetually. thirfting after: novelties, I have 
been at- great pains t to contrive an entertainment, 

“& in which every thing fhall be united that is 
ea, either the delight or.aftonifhment of the prefent 
- ‘age :' I ave not only ranfacked the fairs of 
a en and Southwark, | but pickt up every uncommon ani- 
mal, every.amazing prodigy of nature, and every furprizing pers 
former,’ that .has lately appeared within the bills of mortality. As 
foon as I gm provided with a theatre {pacious enough for my 
purpote, 1 intend to exhibit a moft fublime Pantomime in the mo- 
D dern 
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dern tafie, but far more ohtentations in its feats of adtivity, its 
{cenes, decorations, machinery, and monfters.. A fketch of my 
defign I thal lay before you; and you may poflibly think it not 
inconfiftent with the character of ApvewTURER to recommend it 
‘to public notice. 


I have chofen for my fubject the Fable of Hercules, as his labours 
will furnith me with the moft extraordinary events, and give me 
an opportunity of introducing many wonders of the monftrous 
creation. It is ftrange that this ftory, which fo greatly recommends 
isfelf by its incredibility, fhould have hitherto efcaped the fearch 
of thofe penetrating geniufes, who have rummaged not only the 
legends of antiquity, but the fictions of Fairy tales, and little hi- 
{tory books for childrefi, to fupply them with materials for Perfeus 
and Andromeda, Doétor Fauftus, Queen Mab, &c. In imitation, 
therefore, of thefe illuftrious wits, 1 fhall call my entertainment by 
the name of Haritequin HERcuLEs. 


In the original ftory, as a prelude to his future victories, we are 
told that Hercules firangled two fetpents in the cradle: I fhall 
therefore open with this circumftance ; and have prepared a couple 
of pafte-board ferpents of an enormous length, with internal {prings 
and movements for their contortions, which I dare fay will far ex- 
ceed that moft aftonifhing one in Orpheus and Eurydice. Any of 
the common fized particoloured gentry, that have learnt to whimper 
and whine after being batched in the egg in the Rape of Proferpine, 
may ferve for this fcene: but as the man Hercules muft be fup- 
pofed to be of 4 preternaturat bulk of body, the modern Coloffus has 
prattifed the tiptoe ftep and tripping air for the enfuing parts. 

Inftead of a fword of lath; I fhall arm him, in conformity to his 
character, with a huge cork mie a? | 


Tae firt — as they are aii is the killing the Nemean, 
Lion, who, im imitation of the fable, fhall drop from an oiled- 
paper moon. We have been long aceuftomed to.admire lions upon 
the ftage; but I thall vaftly improve upon this, by making our 
conqueror flea him upon the fpot, and cloak himfelf with the fkin: 
I have, therefore, got a tawny coloured hide made of ‘coarfe ferge, 

es with 
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with the ears, mane, and tip of the tail properly buthed out, 
with brown wortted. 


| Next to this is the deftruction of the Hydra, a terrible ferpent, 
with feven heads; and as two were faid to fprout up again in the 
place of every one that was cut off; I defign by the art of my 
machinery to exhibit a fucceffive regeneration of double heads, till 


a hundred and more are prepared to be knocked off by one ftroke 


of the aforefaid cork club. 


I have a beautiful canvas wild boar of Erymanthus for the third 
labour, which (as Harlequin is to carry it off the ftage upon his 
fhoulders) has nothing in its belly but a wadding of tow, and a 
little boy who is to manage its motions, to let down the wire jaw, 
or grind the wooden tufks; and though I could rather with he 
were able to grunt and growl, yet as that is impoffible, I have 
taught the urchin to fqueak prodigioufly like a pig. -_ 


Tue fourth labour, his catching the hind of Menelaus’s hills, 
whofe feet were of . brafg and horns of gold, I fear I muft omit; 
becaiufe I cannot break any common buck to run flow enough. 
But he is next to drive away thofe enormous, birds of Stymphalus’ 8 
lake, which were of fuch prodigious bigne(s, that they intercepted 
the light with their wings, and took up whole men as their prey. 


I have got a flock. of them formed of leather covered with raven’s. 


feathers: they are a little unwieldy, I mutt. confefs; but I have 
difpofed my wires, fo as to play them about tolerably well, and 
make them flap out the candles; and two of the largeft are to gulp 
down the erenadiers ftationed-at each door of the ftage, with their 
caps, tufkets, lec camane and alll their omens 

| Tar fixth labour ig an. isiiabien with: the aiden to re. 
prefent whom, I have hired alk the wonderful tall men and WOMEN, 
that have been Jately exhibited inthis town... The part of Hyp- 
polita their queen is to be played by the female Samfon, who after the 
company has been amazed with the vaft-proofs of her ftrength, is 
to be fairly flung 1 In a waeae sol by our mvincible —— 
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. I thafl then prefent you with a profpect of the Augean Stable, 
where you will have an arrangement on each fide of feven or eight 
cows hides ftuft with ftraw,which the fancy’s eye may as eafily mul- 
tiply into a thoufand, as ina tragedy battle it has been ufed to do 
half:a dozen {cene-fhifters into an army. Hercules’s method of 
cleanfing this ftable is well known; I fhall therefore let loofe a whole 
river. of. pewter to glitter along the ftage, far furpaffing any little 
clinking cafcade of tin, that the Playhoutfe or Vauxhall can boat of. 


As he is next to feize upon a bull breathing out fire and flames, 
J had prepared one accordingly, with the palate and noftrils properly 
loaded with wild-fire and other combuttibles; but by the unfkil- 
fulnefs of the fellow inclofed in it, while he was rehearfing Bull’s 
part, the-head took fire, which {pread to the carcafe, and the fool 
narrowly. efcaped fuffering the torment of Phalaris. This accident 
J have now guarded apainft, by having lined the roof and } jaws with 
thin plates of painted 3 iron. a ee 


r he 


, To perfonate Geryon, | this had aia bodies, I hon cineacin to 
tye three men together back to back (orie of them the famous Negro 
who _fwings about bis arms in every ‘direttion ; ) and thefe will make 
full as grotefque a figure as the man with the double mafk. -As Har: 
lequin for his eighth labour is to deliver this tripple-form monfter 
to be devoured by his cannibal oxen, I fhall here with the greateft 
propriety exhibit the noted’ ox with fix We pgs and two bellies; and. as 
Diomede mutt be ferved up in the fame manner-as a meal for his 
fleth- -eating horfes, this wilt furnifti-mie with 4 mats — for i ins 
troducin g the beautiful Panther-Mare. oY | 


- AFTER: thefe I thall: biaicere pots: to aie ee of the Ho. 
{perides, where you will feaft your fight. with the green paper trees 
and gilt apples. I have bought up the old copper dragon of 
Wantley, as a‘guard:to this forbidden fruit ; and when he is new 
burnifhed, and the tail fomewhat lengthened, his afpect will be much 
more formidable than his brother — sin Harlequin Sorcerer. . 


Bur ‘the full difplay of my art is referved for the laft las 
bour, the defcent through a trap-door into PE WL. Though 
this is the moft applauded fcene in many of our favourite Panto- 

mines, 
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mimes, I don’t doubt but my HELL will outdo whatever has 
been hitherto attempted of the kind, whether in its gloomy deco- 
rations, its horrours, its flames, or its devils. I have engayed the 
engineer.of Cuper’s Gardens to direct the fireworks: Ixion will be 
whirled round upon a wheel of blazing falt-petre ; Tantalus will 
catch at a refluent flood of burning rofin ; and Sifyphbus is to roll up 
a ftone charged with crackers and {quibs, which will bound back 
-again with a thundering explofion : at a diftance you will difcover 
-black {teams arifing from the river Styx, reprefented by a ftream of 
‘melted pitch: the noted jire-eater alfo fhall make his appearance, 
{moking out of red-hot tobacco-pipes, champing lighted brimftone, 
and {wallowing his infernal mefi of broth, Harlequin’s errand hither 
‘being only to bring away Cerberus, 1 have inftructed the muff 
amazing new Enghfb Chien Savant to act the part -of this three- 
headed. dog, with the affiftance.of two artificial noddles faftened to 
this throat. The fagacity of this animal will furely delight much 
-more than the pretty tricks.of his rival, the Suman bound in an- 
other entertainment. | 


“Tuus have I brought my Hercules:through his twelve capital 


_enterprizes ; though I purpofe to touch upon fome-other of the 
‘Grecian hero’s atchievements. I fhall make him kill -Cacus the 


three-headed robber, and fhall carry him to Mount Caucafus to 
:untye Prometheus, .whofe liver-was continually preyed upon by a 
vulture. This laft-mentioned incident I cannot pafs-over, as I am 
:refolved. that. my vulture.fhall vie in bulk, beauty and docility, with 


the fo much applauded flupendous offrich: and towards the end I 


-doubt not but I fhall be. able to triumph over ¢he forcerer’s great 
gelding, by the exhibition of my Centaur Neflus, who is to carry 
off the little.woman that weighs no.more than twenty-three pounds, in 
the character of Deianira; a burthen great enough for the oftler 
who is to play the drute-balf of my Centaur, as his back mutt be 
“bent horizontally, in order to. fix his head againft the rump of the 
_man-balf. | | 


Tue whole piece will conclude -with “Harlequin in a bloody 
‘fhirt, fkipping, writhing, and rolling, and at length expiring, to 
rthe irregular motions of the fiddle-ftick : though, if any of the 

fire- 


23 THE ADVENTURER. No. 3. 


fire-offices will enfure the houfe, he fhall mount the kindled pile, 
and be burned to afhes in the prefence of the whole audience. 


INTRIGUE is the foul of thefe dumb-fhews, as well as of the 
more fenfelefs farces: Omphale, therefore, or Deianira muft ferve 
for my Colombine; and I can fo far wreft the fable to my own 
purpoie, as to fuppofe that thefe dangers were encountered by 
Harlequin for their fakes. Eriftheus, the perfecutor of Her- 
cules, will be properly characterifed by Pantaloon , and the fer- 
vant, whofe bufinefs it 1s, as Homer fays, to /hake the regions of the 
Gods with laughter, thall be the wonderful little Norfclk-man ; as in 
all books of chivalry, you never read of a giant but you are told of 
a dwarf. The fellow with Stentorian lungs, who can break glaffes 
and fhatter window-panes with the loudnefs of his vociferation, has 
engaged in that one fcene, where Hercules laments the lofs of his 
‘Hylas, to make the whole honfe ring again with his bawling ; and 
the wonderful man, who talks in his belly, and can fling his voice into 
any part of a room, has promifed to anfwer him in the character 


of Echo. : : 


I cannot conclude without informing you, that I have made an 
uncommon provifion for the neceffary embellifhments of finging 
and dancing. Grim Pluto, you know, the black-peruked Monarch, 
mutt bellow in bafs, and the attendant devils cut Capers in flame- 
coloured ftockings, as ufual: but as Juno cherifhed an immortal 
hatred to our hero, fhe fhall defcend in a chariot drawn by peacocks 
and trill forth her rage; Deianira too fhall vent her amorous fighs to 
foft airs: the Amazons with their gilt-leather breaft-plates and hel- 
mets, their tin-pointed {pears and looking-glafs fhields, fhall give 
you the Pyrrhic dance toa preamble on the kettle-drums; and at 
Omphale’s court, after Hercules has refigned his club, to cele- 
brate her triumph I fhall introduce a grand dance of diftaffs, in 
emulation of the Witches dance of broomfticks. Nothing of this kind 
 fhall be omitted, that may heighten either the grandeur or beauty 
of my -entertainment: I fhall therefore, I hope, find a place fome 
where in this piece, as I cannot now have the wire-dancer, to bring 
on my Dancing-Bears. 

| Tam, 
A STR, 
- | Your humble Servant, 
LUN Tertius. 
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SAT U RDAY, November 18, 1752. 


Ficla voluptatis caufd fint proxima veris. Hor. 


x oy O {fpecies of writing affords fo general en- 
Ve Zi tertainment as the relation of events; but all 
+4 relations of events do not entertain in the fame 


degree. 


Ir is always neceffary, that facts fhould 
appear to be produced in a regular and connected feries, that 
they fhould follow in a quick fucceffion, and yet that they 
fhould be delivered with difcriminating circumftances. If they have 
not a neceflary and apparent connection, the ideas which they 
oe i excite 
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excite obliterate each other, and the mind 1s tantalized with an 
imperfect glimpfe of innumerable objects that juft appcar and 
vanifh; if they are too minutely related, they become tirefome ; 
and if divefted of all thei circumftances, infipid; for who that 
reads in a table of chronology or .an index, that a city was fwal- 
lowed up by an earthquake, or a kingdom depopulated by a petti- 
lence, finds either his attention engaged or his curiofity gratified. 


THOSE narratives are moft pleafing, which not only excite and 


gratify curiofity but engage the paffions. 


History isa relation of the moft natural and important 
events: hiftory, therefore, gratifies curiofity, but it does not often 
excite either terror or pity; the mind feels not that tendernefs 
for a falling ftate, which it feels for an injured beauty ; nor is it 
fo much alarmed at the migration of barbarians who mark their 
way with defolation, and fill the world with violence and ‘rapine, 
as at the fury of a hufband, who, deceived into jealoufy by falfe 
appearances, ftabs a faithful and affectionate wife kneeling at his. 
feet and pleading to be heard. 


VoyvaGEs and TRAVELS have nearly the fame excellencies 
and the fame defects: no paffion is ftrongly excited except 
wonder ; or if we feel any emotion at the danger of the traveller, 
it is tranfient and languid, becaufe his character is not rendered 
fufficiently important; he is rarely difcovered to have any ex- 
cellencies but daring curiofity ; he is never the object of admira- 


tion, and feldom of efteem. 


BroGRAPHY would always engage the paffions, if it could 
fufficiently gratify curiofity: but there have been few among the 


whole human fpecies, whofe lives would furnith a fingle adven- 
ture ; 
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ture; I mean fuch a complication of circum(ftances, as hold the 
mind in an anxious yet pleafing fufpenfe, and gradually unfold in 
the production of fome unforefeen and important event ; much 
lefs fuch a feries of facts, as will perpetually vary the fcene, and 
gratify the fancy with new views of life. 


But Narure is now exhaufted; all her wonders have been 
accumulated, every recefs has been explored, deferts have been 
traverfed, Alps climbed, and the fecrets of the deep difclofed ; 
time has been compelled to reftore the empires and the heroes 
of antiquity; all have paffed in review; yet fancy requires new 
' gratifications, and curiofity is ftill unfatisfied. 


THe refources of ART yet remain; the fimple beauties of na- 
ture, if they cannot be multiplied, may be compounded, and an 
infinite variety produced, in which by the union of different graces 
both may be heightened, and the coalition of different powers 
may produce a proportionate effect. 


Tue Epic Poem at once gratifies curiofity and moves the paf- 
fions ; the events are various and important; but it is not the 
fate of a nation, but of the hero in which they terminate, and 
whatever concerns the hero engages the paffions; the dignity of 
his character, bis merit, and his importance, compel us to follow 
him with reverence and folicitude, to tremble when he is in danger, 
to weep when he fuffers, and to burn when he is wronged; with 
thefe viciffitudes of paffion every heart. attends Ulyffes in his wan- 
derings and Achilles to the field. 


Upon this occafion the OLD RoMANCE may be confidered 
as a kind of epic, fince it was intended to produce the fame effect 


upon the mind nearly by the fame means. 
| In 
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In both thefe fpecies of writing truth is apparently violated : 
but though the events are not always produced by probable means, 
yet the pleafure arifing from the ftory is not much leffened ; for 
fancy is ftill captivated with variety, and paffion has fcarce Jeifure 
to reflect, that fhe is agitated with the fate of imaginary beings, 
and interefted in events that never happened. 


‘Tur Novet, though it bears a nearer refemblance’ to truth, 
has yet lefs power of entertainment ; for as it is confined within 
the narrower bounds of probability, the number of incidents is 
neceffarily diminifhed, and if it deceives us more it furprizes us 
lefs. The diftrefs is indeed frequently tender, but the narrative 
often ftands ftill; the lovers compliment each other in tedious 
detters and fet fpeeches, trivial circumftances are enumerated with 
a minute exactnefs, and the reader is wearied with languid de- 
{criptions and impertinent declamation. 


Bur the moft extravagant and yet perhaps the moft generally 
pleafing of all literary performances, are thofe in which fuper- 
natural events are every moment produced by Genii and Fairies ; 
fuch are the “ Arabian nights entertainment,” the «« Tales of the 
“ countefs d’Anois,” and many others of the fame clafs. It may 
be thought ftrange, that the mind fhould with pleafure acquiefce 
in the open violation of the moft known and obvious truths ; and 
that relations which contradi& all experience, and exhibit a feries 
of events that are not only impoffible but ridiculous, fhould be 
read by almoft every tafte and capacity with équal eagernefs and 
delight. But it is not perhaps the mere violation of truth or of pro- 
bability that offends, but fuch a violation only as perpetually recurs. 
‘The mind is fatisfied, if every event appears to have an adequate’ 
caufe ; and when the agency of Genii and Fairies is once ad- 

. mitted, 


No 4. THE ADVENTURER. 23 


mitted, no event which is deemed poffible to fuch agents is re- 
jected as incredible or abfurd; the action of the ftory proceeds 
with regularity, the perfons act upon rational principles, and fuch 
events take place as may naturally be expected from the inter- 
pofition of fuperior intelligence and power: fo that though there 
is not a natural, there is at leaft a kind of moral probability pre- 
ferved, and our firft conceffion is abundantly rewarded by the 
new {cenes to which we are admitted, and the unbounded profpeét 
that is thrown open before us. 


BuT though we attend with delight to the atchievements of a 
hero who is tranfported in a moment over half the globe upon a 
griffon, and fee with admiration a palace or a city vanifh upon 
his breaking a feal or extinguifhing a lamp: yet if at his firft in- 
terview with a miftrefs, for whofe fake he had fought fo many 
battles and paffed fo many regions, he fhould falute her with a 
box on the ear; or if immediately after he had vanquifhed a giant 
or a dragon, he fhould leap into a well or tie himfelf up to a tree; 
we fhould be difappointed and difgufted, the ftory would be con- 
demned as improbable, unnatural, and abfurd, our innate love of 
truth would be applauded, and we fhould expatiate on the folly 
of an attempt to pleafe reafonable beings, by a detail of events 
‘which can never be believed, and the intervention of agents which 
could never have exifted. 


Dramatic Poetry, efpecially tragedy, feems to unite all 
that pleafes in each of thefe fpecies of writing, with a ftronger re- 
femblance of truth and a clofer imitation of nature: the characters 
are fuch a8 excite attention and folicitude ; the action is important, 
its progrefs is intricate yet natural, and the cataftrophe is -fudden 
and ftriking ; and as we are prefent to every tranfaction, the images 
are more ftrongly imprefled, and the paffions more forcibly moved. 

From 
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From a dramatic poem to thofe fhort pieces which may be 
contained in fuch a periodical paper as the ADVENTURFR, is a 
bold tranfition. And yet fuch pieces, although formed upon a 
fingle incident, if that incident be fufficiently uncommon to gra- 
tify curiofity, and fufficiently interefting to engage the paffions,. 
may afford an entertainment which, if it 1s not lafting, is yet of 
the higheft kind. Of fuch, therefore, this paper will frequently 
confift: but it fhould -be remembered, that it is much more dif- 
ficult and laborious, to invent a ftory however fimple and how- 
ever fhort, than to recollect topics of inftru€tion, or to remark the 


fcenes of life as they are fhifted before us. 


‘In the preceding paper, page:15. 1.16. for Mdéenelaus’s hills; read Manalus. 
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‘NUMBER  V. 


To be continued on Tuespayrs and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, November 21, 1752. 


Et aves tutas movere per aéra pennas ; 
Et lepus impavidus medits erravit in agris: 
Nec fua credulitas pifcem fufpenderat hamo. 
Cuntta fine infidtis, nullamque timentia fraudem, 


Plenaque pacis erant. Ovip. 


c 


Cae TeX He by: Have before remarked, that it is the peculiar in- — 
go 39\ Ashe go felicity of thofe who live by intellectual labour, 
eR) P22: not to be always able equally to improve their 
G Lat e e ad 
“ay time by application: there are feafons when 
wv the power of invention is fufpended, and the 


€ 


aid 
% 
a4 24%, mind finks into a ftate of debility from which it 

wakes ey: can no more recover itfelf, than a perfon who 
fleeps can by a voluntary effort awake. I was fitting in my 
ftudy a few nights ago in thefe perplexing circumftances, and 
after long rumination and many ineffectual attempts to ftart a 
hint which I might perfue in my lucubration of this day, I de- 
termined to go to bed, hoping that the morning would remove 


every impediment to ftudy, and reftore the vigour of my mind. 
I 
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I was no fooner afleep than I was relieved fromi my diftrefs by 
means, which, if I had been waking, would have increafed it ; 
and inftead of impreffing upon my mind a train of new ideas in 
a regular fucceffion, would have filled it with aftonifhment and 
terror. For in dreams, whether they are produced by a power of the 
imagination to combine images which reafon would feparate, or 
whether the mind ts paffive and receives imprefiions from fome in- 
vifibie agent, the memory feems to lie wholly torpid, and the un- 
deritanding to be employed only about fuch objects as are then 
prefented, without comparing the prefent with the paft. When 
we fleep, we often converfe with a friend who is either abfent or 
dead, without remembering that the grave or the ocean is between 
us. We float like a feather upon the wind, or we find ourfelves 
this moment in England and the next in India, without reflecting 
that the laws of nature are fufpended, or inquiring how the fcene 
could have been fo fuddenly fhifted before us. We are familiar 
with prodigies, we accommodate ourfelves toevery event however 
romantic; and we not only reafon, but act upon principles which 
are in the higheft degree abfurd and extravagant. 


In that ftate, therefore, in which no prodigy could render me 
unfit to receive inftruction, I imagined myfelf to be {till fitting in 
my ftudy, penfive and difpirited, and that 1 fuddenly heard a {mall 
fhrill voice pronounce thefe words, “ Take your pen; I will dictate 
an ADVENTURER.” ] turned to fee from whom this voice proceeded, 
but I could difcover nothing : believing, therefore, that my good 
~ genius or fome favouring mufe was prefent, I immediately prepared 
to write, and the voice dictated the following narrative. 


I was the eldeft fon of a country gentleman who pofleffed a large 
eftate, and when I was about nineteen years of age fell with my 
horfe as I was hunting: my neck was diflocated by the fall, and 
for want of immediate affiftance I died before I could be carried 
home: but I found myfelf the next moment, with inexpreffible 
ericf and aftonifhment, under the fhape of a mongrel puppy in the 
{table of an inn, that was kept by a man who being butler tomy 
father, had married the cook. 


I was indeed greatly careffed; but my matter, in order as he faid to 
increafe my beauty as well as my f{trength, foon difencumbered me of 
my cars and my tail. Befides the pain that I fuffered in the operation, 
I experienced the difadvantages of this mutilation in a thoufand 
inftances : this, however, was but a fmall part of the calamity 
which in this {tate I was appointed to fuffer. 


My matter had a fon about four years old, who was yet a greater 
favourite than myfelf; and his paffions having been always indulged 
as 
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as foon as they appeared, he was encouraged to gratify his rcfent- 
ment againft every thing, whether animate or inanimate, that had 
offended him, by beating me; and when he did any mifchief, for 
of other faults little notice was taken, the father, the mother or the 
maid, was {ure to chaftife me in his ftead. 


THis treatment from perfons whom I had been accuftomed to 
regard with contempt, and command with infolence, was not long 
to be born: early one morning, therefore, I departed. I continued my 
journey till the afternoon without ftopping, though it rained hard: 
about four o'clock I pafied through a village; and perceiving a heap 
of fhavings that were fheltered from the wet bythe thatch of a houfe 
which fome carpenters were repairing, I crept as I thought un- 
noticed into the corner, and laid myfelf down upon them: but a 
man who was plaining a board, obferving that I was a ftrange dog 
and of a mongrel breed, refolved to make himfelf and his com- 
fame merry at my expence: for this purpofe, having made a 

ole about two inches in diameter in a pivce of deal, he fuddenly 
catched me up, and putting the remainder of my tail through this 
diabolical engine, he made it faft by driving in a wedge with a 
heavy mallet, which crufhing the bone put me to inexpreffible tor- 
ment. The moment he fet me down, the wretches, who had been 
{pectators of this waggery, burft into immoderate laughter at the 
aukward motions by which I exprefled my mifery, and my ridicu- 
lous attempt to run away from that which I could not but carry 
with me. They hooted after me till I was out of their fight: 
however, fear, pain and confufion {till urging me forward with in- 
voluntary fpeed, Iran with fuch force between two pales that 
‘were not far enough afunder to admit my clog, that 1 left it with 
the remainder of my tail behind me. I then found myfelf in a 
farm yard; and fearing that I fhould be worried by the maftiff 
which I faw at a diftance, I continued my flight: but fome peafants 
who were at work in a neighbouring barn, perceiving that I ran 
without being perfued, that my eyes were inflamed, and that my 
mouth was covered with foam, imagined that I was mad, and 
knocked out my brains with a flail. 


Soon after I had quitted this maimed and perfecuted carcals, I 
found myfelf under the wings of a bullfinch with three others that 
were juft hatched. I now rejoiced in the hope of foaring beyond 
the reach of human barbarity, and becoming like my mother a de- 
nizon of the fky: but my mother, before I was perfectly fledged, 
was furprized in her neft by a {chool-boy, who grafped her fo hard 
to prevent her efcape, that fhe foon after died: he then took the 
neft with all that it contained, which he depofited in a bafket, 
where I prefently loft my three companions in misfortune by 


change of food, and unfkilful management. I furvived ; and foon 
| after 


28 THE ADVENTURER. Nog. 


after I could feed myfelf, I was taken by my tyrant’s mother when 
fhe went to pay her rent, as a prefent to her landlord’s daughter, 
a young lady who was extremely beautiful and in the eighteenth 
year of her age. 


My captivity now began to lofe its terrors: I no longer dreaded 
the rude gripe of a boifterous urchin, whofe fondnefs was {carce 
lefs dangerous than his refentment; who, in the zeal of his attach- 
ment to a new plaything, might neglect me till I perifhed with 
hunger; or who might wring off my neck, becaufe he had fome 
other ufe for the halfpenny which fhould procure me food: the 
confinement of a cage became habitual; I was placed near a plea- 
fant window ; I was conftantly fed by one of the fineft hands in 
the world; and I imagined, that I could fuffer no mifery under 
the patronage of {miles and graces. 


SUCH was my fituation, when a young lady from London made 
an afternoon’s vifit to my miftrefs: fhe took an opportunity to 
carefs me among her other favourites, which were a parrot, a 
monkey and a lap-dog; fhe chirped, and holding out her finger 
to me, I hopped upon it; fhe ftroked me, put my head to her 
cheek, and to fhew my fenfibility of her favours I begai to fing : 
as foon as my fong was over, fhe turned to my miftrefs, and told 
her, that the dear little creature might be made abfolutely the 
fweeteft bird in the world, only by putting out its eyes, and con- 
fining it in a lefs cage: to this horrid propofal my fair keeper 
agreed, upon being again aflured that my fong would be very 
greatly improved ; and the next day performed herfelf the opera- 
tion, as fhe had been directed, with the end of a hot knitting- 
needle. My condition was now more eafily to be conceived than 
expreffed . but I did not long fuffer the mournful folitude of per- 
petual darknefs ; for a cat-came one night into the room undif- 
covered, dragged me, through the wires of the cage, and de- 
voured me. } 


I was not difpleafed to find myfelf once more at large ; delivered 
from blindnefs and captivity, and {till able to fport upon the breeze 
in the form of a cockchafer. But I had fcarce entered this new 
fcene of exiftence, when a gentleman, in whofe garden I was 
feafting on one of the leaves of a cherry-tree, caught me, and 
turning to his fon, a boy who had juft been put into his firft 
breeches, here Tommy, fays he, is a bird for you. The boy re- 
ceived me with a grin of horrid delight, and, as he had been 
taught, immediately impaled me alive upon a corking-pin, to which 
a picce of thread was faftened, and I was doomed to make my 
young matter {port, by fluttering about in the agonies of death ; 
| | and 
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and when I was quite exhaulfted, and could no longer ufe my 
wings, he was bid to tread upon me, for that I was now good for 
nothing ; a command with which he mercifully complied, and in 
a moment. crufhed me to atoms with his foot. 


From acockchafer I tranfmigrated into an earth-worm, and 
‘found myfelf at the bottom of a farmer’s dunghill. Under this 
.change of circumftances I comforted myfelf by confidering, that if 


-] did not now mount upon the wind, and tranfport mytfelf from 


place to place with a {wiftnefs almoft ‘equal to thought, yet I was 


not likely either to pleafe or to offend mankind, both of which 


‘were equally fatal; and I hoped to fpend my life in peace, by 
efcaping the notice of the moft cruef of all creatures. 


Burt I did not long enjoy the comfort of thefe reflexions. I 
was one morning difturbed by an unufual noife, and perceived the 
ground about me to fhake. 1 immediately worked my way up- 
ward to difcover the caufe; and the moment I appeared above the 


furface, I was eagerly fnatched up by a man who had ftuck 2 
dung-fork i into the ground, and moved it backward and forward 
‘to produce the efiect that had now happened. I was put into a 


broken pan with many other aflociates im misfortune, and foon 


after difpofed of to one of thofe gentle {wains who delight in 


angling. ‘Fhis perfon carried us the next morning to the brink 
of ariver, where I prefently faw him take out one of my com- 
panions, and, whiftling a tune, pafs a barbed hook through the 
whole length of his body, entering it at the head and bringing it 


out at the tail. The wretched animal writhed itfelf on the bloody 


hook, in torture which cannot be conceived by man, nor felt by 


any creature that is not vital in every part. In this condition he. 


‘was fufpended in the water as a bait for fifh, till he was, together 
with: the hook on. which he hung, fwallowed by an eel. While [ 


was beholding this dreadful fpectacle, I made many reficctions- 


on the great inequality between the pleafure of catching the prey, 
and the anguifh inflicted on the bait. But thefe reflections were 
prefently after loft, in the fame agonies of which I had been a 
{pectator. 


You will not have room in this paper to relate all that 1 fu 
fered from the thoughtlefs barbarity of mankind, in a cock, a 
lobfter, and a pig: let it fuffice to fay, that I fuffered the fame 
kind of death with thofe who are broken upon the wheel; I was 
roafted alive before a flow fire, and was fcourged to death with 
{mall cords, to gratify the wanton appetite of luxury, or contri- 
-bute to the merriment of a rabble. 


Tuus 
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~ Tus far I had written as amanuenfis to an invifible dictator ; 
when, my dream ftill continuing, I felt fomething tickle my writt, 
and turning my eye from the paper to fee what it was, I dif- 
covered a flea, which I immediately caught and killed, by putting 
it into the candle. At the fame inftant the flea vanifhed, and a 
young lady of exquifite beauty ftood before me. ‘* Thoughtlefs 
wretch,” faid fhe, “thou haft again changed the itate of my exiitcnce, 
and expofed me to ftill greater calamities than any that I have yet 
fuffered. Asa flea I was thy monitor, and as a fiea I might have. 
efcaped thy cruelty if I had not intended thy inftruction. but now 
to be concealed is impoffible, and it 1s therefore impoffible to be 
fafe. The eyes of defire are upon me, and to betray me to. infamy 
and guilt will be the toil of perfeverance and the ftudy of reafon. But 
though man is ftill my enemy, though he affails me with more 
violence and perfifts with more obftinacy, I have yet lefs power of 
refiftance; there is a rebel in my own bofom who will labour to 
give me up, whofe influence is perpetual, and perpetual influence is 
not eafily furmounted. Publifh, however, what I have communi- 
cated ; if any man fhall be reclaimed from a criminal inattention 
to the felicity of inferior beings, and reflrained from infli€ting pain 
by confidering the effect of his actions, I have not fuftered 1n vain. ° 
But as I am now expofed not only to accidental and cafual evils, 
as Iam not only in danger from the frolicks of levity, but from 
the defigns of cunning; to attone for the injury which thou 
haft done me, let the ADVENTURER warn the fex of every wile that - 
is practifed for their deftruction, and deter man from the attempt by 
difplaying the aggravated guilt, and fhamelets difingenuity of affu- 
ming an appearance of the moft ardent and tender affection, only to’ 
overwhelm with unutterable diftrefs, the beauty whom love has 
made credulous, and innocence keeps unacquainted with fufpicion. 


Wuuite Iliftened to this addrefs my heart throbbed with impa- 
tience ; and the effort that I made to reply, awaked me. 


THE 
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To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, November 25, 1752. 


Nunc auttionem facere decretum eft mibi : 

Foras neceffum eft, quicquid habeo, vendere. 

Adefte fultis, prada erit prafentium. 

Legos ridicules vendo. | PLavurT. 


. GAS AST Sunday morning I was difturbed very 


iA 


yea early by an old crony, (a brother of the quill 


ber, and running to my bed-fide, ‘* Get up, 
. *€ my dear friend,” faid he, preffing my hand 


“ah 
' with great eagernefs;” ‘* 1 have fuch news 


? 


“for you! Here’s your cloaths; make hafte, let me beg 


“ cof you.” 


G J 
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I had been ufed, at each return of the fabbath, to receive a 
vifit from my old acquaintance about dinner time ; but I could not 
imagine what had induced him to give me this morning falutation. 
TJowever, I huddled on my cloaths, and had fcarce feated him by 
the firefide in my ftudy, when flinging down a paper very much 
blotted upon the table, ‘* There,” fays he, ‘ there’s a fcheme 
“‘ for you, my old boy! I am made for ever—Read it—I am made 


“© for ever.” 


I very well knew my friend’s foible: he has learning, a great 
deal of vivacity, and fome judgment ; but he wants the neceflary 
fteadinefs for ferious application. He is continually in perfuit of 
new projects, but will not allow himfelf time to think of putting 
them in execution. He has contracted with every eminent book-. 
feller in town for works of which he had only conceived the 
defign, and fcarce ever proceeded beyond the title-page and preface.: 
He is a profeffed writer, and of a genius fo extenfive, that all fub- 
jects are alike to him: but as he cannot fubmit to the drudgery 
of correctnefs, his performances are hurried over in fo flovenly a 
manner, that they hardly procure him a bare fubfiftence. He is, 
therefore, perpetually exclaiming againft the tyranny of the Trade ; 
and laments, that merit fhould be fo much difcouraged, by the ig- 


norance or envy of the town. 


I had often experienced the fertility of his invention, in forming | 
fuch projects as were eafy in theory but impoffible in the practice ; 
J, therefore, expected nothing lefs than fuch another whimfical 
contrivance as his laft, for making new beards out of fhavings: but 
how was I furprized, when I took up his paper, and faw at the 
top of it the following advertifement! 
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On the day of next 


Will be fold by AUCTION, 


A curious and valuable collection of manufcripts (warranted 


originals) in profe and verfe : 
Being the entire ftock in trade of 


TIMOTHY SPINBRAIN, Author, 
Leaving off bufincefs. 


As I could not help {miling at the conceit, my friend under- 
ftood it as a mark of my approbation ; and fnatching the fheet out 
of my hand, “ Well, fays he, don’t you think this will free me 
“from the impertinence of duns, and the fervility of fuing to 
“ thofe unconfcionable vultures, the bookfellers, for more copy- 
“money ? Why, man, I fhall raife an eftate by it, I have fuch 
‘an infinite number of tracts on political, polemical, philofophical, 
- phyfiological, ceconomical, religious, and mifcellaneous fubjeds. 
«© My manufcripts, let me tell you, are of greater utility, and con- 
* fequently more valuable, than thofe in the Vatican or Bodleian 
libraries.” He then proceeded to defcant on the particulars of 
his plan ; not forgetting to enliven his difcourfe with many fprightly 
fallies againft the retailers of the works of the learned, thofe blood- 


fuckers, as he calicd them, of the literary commonwealth. 


‘¢ Sir, continued he, I intend to ftrike off an impreffion of twenty 
« thoufand copies of my catalogue, to be diftributed among all 
** the lovers of literature throughout the three kingdoms; and I 
* fhall take care to circulate a fufficient number among the Vertuofi 
‘in Holland, France, Italy, Spain, Germany and elfewhere. I 
** will juft mention to you fome of the chief articles that enrich 


** my colledtion. 
«Cc N 
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‘“In politics, I have an infallible {cheme for ruining the French 
<* power ; which, I fuppofe, will be bought up, at any price, by 
‘“‘ commifiion from abroad, if our miniftry have not fpirit enough 
“to out-bid them. I have another for a coalition of parties, 
“which will prevent all difputes at the next general eleCtion. 
“© 7 have another for difcharging the national debt, which I con- 
“trived in gratitude for my being fet at liberty by the laft a@ 
“ of infolvency. I have feveral other pamphlets on the impor- 
‘tant topics of liberty, bribery, and corruption, written on both 
“fides the queftion ; and a moft curious collection of {peeches 
“‘ adapted to every kind of debate, which will be of admirable ufe 


“* to young members of parliament. 


“In philofophy, I have feveral new fyftems in oppofition te 
“‘ the prefent received opinions: I have a proof, that the earth is 
“an octogon; another, that the fun is inhabited; anda third, 
‘“‘ that the moon may, for aught we can tell to the contrary, be 
‘ made of a green cheefe. I have a new theory of optics; de- 
‘* monftrating, that darknefs is caufed by certain tenebrificous rays 
‘“‘ oppugning, obtunding, fheathing, and abforbing the rays of 
“light. 1 have refolved the phenomena of electricity and mag- 
“ netifm; and have made many furprifing improvements in all the 
“arts and fciences. Thefe, I fear, will be carried off by fome 
“ German profeffor, who will thence claim the merit to himfelf, 
“and the honour of the difcovery will be attributed to his 


“© nation. 


* Trose who are fond of difplaying their talents tm religious 

“‘ difputes, will find, in my auction, fufficient matter for their va- 
“ rious altercations ; whether they are Atheifts, Deifts, or diftin- 
“ suifhed by the modeft appellation of Free thinkers. There is 
“ (carcea fect among the many hundred, whom I have not de- 
“‘ fended or attacked: but it muft not be concluded from thence, 
“ that 
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«that I have been byafled more towards one than another; as 
“ you know the. faith of an author is out of the queftion; and he 
“only writes pro or con, as the feveral opinions are more or 
“ lefs embraced or exploded.in the world. I have got, indeed, 
‘“‘ fome infallible arguments againft the Pope's infallibility ; and 


“fome probable conjectures, that there never was fuch a perfon 


‘as Mahomet ; both which, I don’t doubt, will be bought up by 
‘“ the emiffaries of Rome and Conftantinople.” 


Here-I interrupted my friend, by. afking him, if he had not 


‘fomething likewife againtt the Patriarch of the Greek church; or 
va ferious admonition againft the growth of Hotttntotifm among 
us. . He anfwered very calmy, “I fhould fee in the catalogue,” 


-and . proceeded. 


“THe emiffaries of Conftantinople—Well—My ftock ‘inthe 
“ Belles. Lettres is almoft:inexhauftible. I. have a compleat fet 
*f-of criticifms:on all the ancient authors, and a large -ftore of 
“ conjectural emendations on the old Englifh claffies: I have feveral 


“ new effays in modern wit and humour; and:a long ftring of 


'“ papers both ferious and diverting, for periodical lucubrations: I 


‘“ have, I know not how many original-entertaining novels, as 


‘“well.as. elegant tranflations from the French; with a heap of 


““fingle pamphlets on the moft-popular and ‘interefting fubjeéts. 


“« My poetry will-confift of every article, whether tragedies, co- 


““medies, farces, mafques,:operas, fonnets, cantatas, fongs, paf- 


‘* torals, -fatires, odes, elegies or ‘epithalamiums: and then, fuch 


‘““a load of epigrams, anagrams, rebufles, riddles, acroftics, co- 
‘“‘ nundrums ! which, you 'know, ‘will fetch a high price from the 
“ witlings and the ‘proprietors of new monthly magazines. To 
“wind up the whole, there fhall be feveral diftin& lots of title 
‘< pages, and mottos, and dedications, and prefaces, and -plans 
“ for books. 

«Tus, 
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‘Tus, my dear friend, have 1 opened to you the main drift of 
“ my defign; and I believe at a moderate computation—let me 
“ fee——ay, after I have cleared myfelf in the world, I fhall be able 
“to retire into the country, let me tell you, with a pretty fortune 
‘in my pocket. But before I begin my fale, if you can find any 
“thing that will fuit your ADVENTURER, as you are an old ac- 
‘€ quaintance, you {hall have it at your own price.” 

I thanked Mr. Spinsratn for his genteel offer, and heartily con- 
gratulated him on the profpect of his pretty fortune: but I could 
not help enquiring,where all thefe immentfe ftores of literature were 
lodged, as I never had obferved any thing but loofe {craps of pa- 
per fcattered about his room, and one book of /ocz communes, or 
hints, as he called them, placed upon the chimney piece. +‘ Ha! 
*< fays he, that’s true; I forgot to mention that: why, indecd, they 
"© are none of them quite finithed as yet ; but I have got the rough 
“ draughts of moft fomewhere: befides, I have it all here,” point- 
ing to his forehead. I advifed him to fet about it directly ; and in 
the evening when we parted, he refolved not to go to:bed till he 
had perfected his {cheme. Yefterday morning I received a note 
from him, acquainting me that he had laid afide all thoughts of 
his auction; becaufe, as he imagined, the maid had inadvertently 
lighted his fire with the beft of his materials. 

TueE reftlefinefs of my friend's chimerical genius will not, how- 
ever, let him entirely give up the point: and though he has been 
difappointed in this mighty project, yet, he informs me, he has hit 
upon a {cheme equally advantageous, which fhall monopolize the - 
whole bufinefs of fcribbling ; and he offers to take me into part- 
nerfhip with him. ‘“ Ah, fays he, we fhall humble thofe fellows— 
“We need nat care a farthing for Mr. Bibliopola.”—His defign is 
toopen a New Literary WAREHOUSE, or UNIVERSAL 
Reoister Orrice for Wit end LEARNING: the particulars he 
has promifed to communicate to me to-morrow; in the mean 
time, he defires me to advance him a trifle, to buy paper for a 
poem on the late theatrical difputes. 

A 
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TUESDAY, November 28, 1752. 


Sit mibi fas audita loqui— VirG. 


PSR Pe A Me QN Received, a few weeks ago, an account of the 
hy ga death of a lady whofe name is known to 


‘eSe BNA A ‘Fe x many, but the eventful biffory of whofe life 
tay, BCE ~=ohas been communicated to few: to me it has 
CRAPEEN BY KS 34 been often related during a long and intimate 
Ca. Os » acquaintance ; and as there is not a fingle per- 
Waisew~ei@ fon living, upon whom the making it public 


can reflect unmerited difhonour, or whofe delicacy or virtue can 
fuffer by the relation, I think I owe to mankind a tories of events 
from which the wretched may derive comfort, and the moft for- 
lorn may be encouraged to hope; as mifery is alleviated by the con- 
templation of yet deeper diftrefs, and the mind fortified againft 
defpair by inftances of unexpected relief. - - 


H The 
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The hiftory of MELISSA. 


Tue father of Meliffa was the younger fon of a country 
gentleman who poffefied an eftate of about s00/.a year; but as 
this was to be the inheritance of the elder brother, and as 
there were three fifters to be provided for, he was at about 
fixteen taken from Eton {chool, and apprenticed to a confiderable 
merchant at Briftol. The young gentleman, whofe imagination 
had been fired by the exploits of heroes, the victories gained by 
magnanimous prefumption, and the wonders difcovered by daring 
Curiofity, was not difpofed to confider the acquifition of wealth as 
the limit of his ambition, or the repute of honeft induftry as the 
total of his fame. He regarded his fituation as fervile and igno- 
minious, as the degradation of his genius and the preclufion of 
hié hopes ; and longing to go in fearch of adventures, he neglected 
his bufinefs as unworthy of his attention, heard the remonftrances 
‘of his mafter with a kind of fullen difdain, and after two years 
legal flavery made his efcape, and at the next town enlifted 
himfelf a foldier ; not doubting but that by his military merit 
and the fortune of_war, he fhould return a general officer, to the 
.confufion of thofe who would have buried him in the obfcurity of 
a compting-houfe. He found means effectually to elude the enqui- 
ries of his friends, as it was of the utmoft importance to prevent 
their officious endeavours to ruin his project and obftruct his ad- 
vancement. | 


He was fent with other recruits to London, and foon after 
quartered with the reft of his company in a part of the country, 
which was fo remote from all with whom he had any connec- 
tion, that he no longer dreaded a difcovery. 


Ir happened that he went one day to the houfe of a neigh- 
bouring gentleman with his comrade, who was become acquainted 
with the chambermaid, and by her intereft admitted inte 
the kitchen. This gentleman, whofe age was fomething more 
than fixty, had been about two years married to a fecond wife, 
a young woman who had been well educated and lived in the 
polite world, but had no fortune. By his firft wife, who had been 
dead about ten years, he had feveral children: the youngeft wasa 
daughter who had juft entered her feventeenth year, who was very | 
tall for her age, had a fine complexion, good features, and was well 
fhaped ; but her father, whofe affection for her was mere inftindt, 
as much as that ofa brute for its young, utterly neglected her edu- 
cation. It was impoffiblé for him, he faid, to live without her; 
and as he could not afford to have her attended by a governefs 
and proper mafters in a place fo remote from London, fhe was 
fuffered to continue illiterate and unpolifhed: fhe knew no 

enter 
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entertainment higher than a game at romps with the fervants; fhe 
became their confident and trufted them in return; nor did fhe - 
think herfelf happy any where but in the kitchen. 


As the capricious fondnefs of her father had never conciliated her 
affection, fhe perceived it abate upon his marriage without regret. 
She fuffered no new reftraint from her new mother, who obferved 
with a fecret fatisfaction that mifs had been ufed to hide herfelf 
from vifiters, as neither knowing how to behave nor being fit to be 
feen, and chofe rather to conceal her defects by excluding her 
from company, than to fupply them by putting her to a boarding 
{ehool. 


Miss, who had been told by Betty that fhe expected her {weet- ~ 
heart, and that they were to be merry, ftole down ftairs, and with- 
out fcruple made one in a party at blindman’s buff. The foldier 
of fortune was ftruck with her perfon, and difcovered, or thought 
he difcovered, in the fimplicity of nature fome graces which are 
polifhed away by the labour of art. However, nothing that 
had the appearance of an adventure could be indifferent to him ; 
and his vanity was flattered by the hope of carrying off a young 
lady under the difguife of a ecommon foldier, without revealing 
his birth, or boafting of his expectations. 7 


In this attempt he became very affiduous, and fucceeded. 
‘The company being ordered to another place, Betty and her young 
miftrefs departed early in the morning with their gallants, and 
there being a privileged chapel in the next town, they were 
married. 


Tue old gentleman, as foon as he was informed that his 
daughter was miffing, made fo diligent and {crupulous an enquiry 
after her, that he learned with whom and which way fhe was gone: 
he mounted his horfe, and perfued her, not without curfes and 
imprécations; difeovering rather the tranfports of rage than the 
emotions of tendernefs, and refenting her offence rather as the 
rebellion of a flave than the difobedience of a child. He did not, 
however, overtake them till the marriage had been confummated, 
of which when he was informed by the hufband, he turned from 
him with expreffions of brutality and indignation, {wearing never to 
forgive a fault which he had taken no care to prevent. 


THE young couple, notwithftanding their union frequently 
doubled their diftrefs, ftill continued fond of each other. The 
fpirit of enterprize agd the hope of prefumption were not yet 
quelled in the young EP idies ; and he received orders to gna, 

illiam, 
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William, when he went to the fiege of Namur, with exultation 
and trantport, believing his clevation to independence and diftinction 
as certain as if he had been going to take poffeffion of a title and 
eftate. His wife, who had been fome months pregnant, as fhe 
had no means of fubfiftence in his abfence, procured a paflage 
with him. When fhe came on fhore and mingled with the. crowd 
that followed the camp, wretches who without compunction wade 
in human blood to ftrip the dying and the dead, to whom horror 
is become familiar, and compaffion impoffible, fhe was terrified : 
the difcourfe of the women, rude and unpolifhed as the was, co- 
vered her with confufion; and the brutal familiarity of the men 
filled her with indignation and difguft: her maid Betty, who had 
alfo attended her hufband, was the only perfon with whom fhe 
could converfe, and from whom fhe could hope the affiftance of 
which fhe was fo foon to ftand in need. 


In the mean time fhe found it difficult to fubfift; but-accidentally 
hearing the name of an officer, whom fhe remembered to have 
vifited her mother foon after her marriage, fhe applied to him, told 
him her name, and requefted that he would afford her his pro- 
tection, and permit her to take care of his linen. With this re- 
queft the captain complied ; her circumftances became lefs diftreffed, 
and her mind more eafy : but new calamity fuddenly overtook her ; 
fhe faw her hufband march to an engagement in the morning, and 
faw him brought back defperately wounded at night. The next 
day he was removed in a waggon, with many others who were in 
the fame condition, to a place of greater fafety, at the diftance of 
about three leagues, where proper care might be taken of their 
wounds. She intreated the captain to let her go in the waggon 
with him ; but to this he could not confent, becaufe the waggon 
would be filled with thofe who neither were able to walk, nor 
could be left behind. He promifed, however, that if the would 
ftay till the next day, he would endeavour to procure her a paflage; 
but fhe chofe rather to follow the waggon on foot, than to be ab- 
fent from her hufband. She could not, however, keep pace with 
it, and fhe reached the hofpital but juft time enough to kneel down 
by him upon fome clean ftraw, to fee him fink under the laft 
agony, and hear the groan that is repeated no more. The fatigue 
of the journey, and the perturbation of her mind, immediately 
threw her into labour, and fhe lived but to be delivered of Meliffa, 
who was thus in the moft helplefs ftate, left without father, mother 
or friend, in a foreign country, in circumftances which could 
afford no hope of reward to the tendernefs that fhould attempt 
the prefervation of her life, and among perfons who were become 
obdurate and infenfible, by having been long ufed to fee every 
{pecies of diftrefs. ba 

Ir 
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Ir happened that, among thofe whom accident or diftrefs had 
brought together at the birth of Meliffa, there was a young wo- 
man, whofé husband had fallen in the late engagement, and who 
a few days before had loft a little boy that fhe fuckled. This per- 
fon, rather perhaps to relieve herfelf from an inconveniency, than 
in compaffion to the orphan, put it to her breaft: but whatever 
was her motive, fhe believed that the affording fuftenance to the 
living, conferred a right to the apparel of the dead, of which fhe 
therefore took pofieffion ; but in fearching her pocket fhe found 
only a thimble, the remains of a pocket looking-glafs, about the 
value of a penny in Dutch money, and the certificate of her mar- 
riage. ‘The paper, which fhe could not read, fhe gave after- 
wards to the captain, who was touched with pity at the relation 
which an inquiry after his laundrefs produced. He commended the 
woman who had preferved the infant, and put her into the place of 
its mother. This encouraged her to continue her care of it till the 
captain returned to England, with whom fhe alfo returned, and 

became his fervant. 


Tus gentleman, as foon as he had fettled his immediate 
concerns, fent Meliffa under the care of her nurfe to her grand- 
father ; and inclofed the certificate of her mother’s marriage in a 
letter containing an account of her death, and the means by which 
the infant had been preferved : he knew that thofe who have been 
once dear to us, by whatever offence they may have alienated our 
affection when living, are generally remembered with tendernefs 
when dead ; and that after the grave has fheltered them from our 
refentment, and rendered reconciliation impoffible, we often regret 
as fevere that conduct which before we approved as juft. He 
therefore hoped, that the parental fondnefs which an old man had 
once felt for his daughter, would revive at the fight of her offspring ; 
that the memory of her fault would be loft in the fenfe of her mif- 
fortunes ; and that he would endeavour to atone for that inexorable 
refentment which produced them, by cherifhing a life to which fhe 
had, as it were, transferred her own. But in thefe expectations, 
however reafonable, he was miftaken. The old man, when he 
was informed by the meffenger that the child fhe held in her arms 
was his grandaughter, whom fhe was come to put under his pro= 
tection, refufed to examine the contents of the letter, and dif- 
miffed her with menaces and infult. The knowledge of every 
uncommon event foon becomes general in a country town. An 
uncle of Melifla’s, who had been rejected by his father for having 
married his maid, heard this frefh inftance of his brutality with 
grief and indignation ; he fent immediately for the child and the 
letter, and affured the fervant that his niece fhould want nothing 
which 


a~* 


42 THE ADVENTURER, No. 7. 


which he could beftow 3 to beftow much indeed was not in his 
power, for his father having obftinately perlafted in his refentment, 
his whole fuppart was a little farm which he rented of the ‘iquire ; 


he lived decently; nor did he throw away cantent, becaufe his 
father had denied him affluence. | 


was able to learn ; and the was taken notice of by all the gentry as 
the prettieft girl in the place. but her aunt died when the was 
about eleven years old, and before fhe was thirteen the lo her 
uncle. 


SHE was now again thrown back a pas the world, Rill helplefs, 
though her wants were increafed, an wretched in proportion as 
fhe had known happinefs: the looked back with anguifh, and 
forward with diftraGion: a fit of. crying had ju afforded hera 
momentary relief, when the (quire, who had been informed of the 
death of his tenant, fent for her to his houfe. This gentleman had 
heard her ftory from her uncle, and was unwilling that a Jife 
which had been preferved almoft by miracle, fhould at laft be 


his family, not as a fervant but as a.companion to his dayghter, 
4. young lady finely accomplithed, and now about fifteen. The 
old gentleman was touched with her diftrefs, and mifs received 
her with great tenderne{s and complacency: the wiped away 
her tears, and of the intolerable anguith of her mind nothing 
remained but a tender remembrance of her uncle, whom fhe loved 
and reverenced as a parent. She had Now courage to examine the 


marriage, enclofed. in the captain’s letter, and an account of the 
€vents that have been before related, which her uncle had put 
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SATURDAY, December 2, 1752. 


Durate, et vofmet rebus fervate fecundts, VIRGIL, 


FERRE N this family, which in a few weeks after re- 
ae. 2°) A/eees turned to London, Meliffa foon became a fa- 
(x34 vourite: the good {quire feemed to confider 
her as his child, and mifs as her fifter; fhe 
was taught dancing and mufic, introduced to 
CER Se, the beft company, elegantly dreffed, and al- 
Pra nrewe(@ lowed fuch fums as were neceffary for trivial 
expences. Youth feldom fuffers the dread of to-morrow to intrude 
upon the enjoyment of to-day, but ratherregards prefent felicity as 
the pledge of future: Meliffa was probably as happy as if ‘fhe had 
been in the actual poffeffion of a fortune, that to the eafe and 
{plendor ‘which fhe -enjoyed already, would ‘have added ftability. 
and independence. 

SHE was now in her eighteenth year, and the only'fon of her 
benefactor was juft come from the univerfity to {pend the winter 
with his father in town, he was charmed with her perfon, beha- 
viour, and difcourfe; and what he could not but admire he took 
every Opportunity to commend: {fhe foon perceived that he fhewed 
particular marks of refpect to her, when he thought they would 
not be perceived by others; and that he endeavoured to recommend 
himfelf ‘by an officious affiduity, and a diligent attention to the 
moft minute circumftances that might contribute to her pleafure : 
but this behaviour of the young gentleman, however it might 
gratify her vanity, could not fail to alarm her ‘fear; fhe forefaw, 
that if what fhe had remarked in his conduct fhould be perceived 
‘by his father or fifter, the peace of the family would be deftroyed; 
and that fhe muft either be fhip-wrecked in the ftorm, or thrown 
ovet-board to appeafe it. She therefore affected not to perceive, 
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that more than a general complaifance was intended by her lover ; 
and hoped that he would thus be difcouraged from making an ex- 
plicit declaration: but though he was mortified at her difregard of 
that which he knew fhe could not but fee, yet he determined to. 
addrefs her in fuch terms as fhould not leave this provoking neu- 
trality in her power: though he reverenced her virtue, yet he 
feared too much the anger of his father to think of making her 
his wife ; and he was too deeply enamoured of her beauty, to re- 
linquith his hopes of poffefling her as a miftrefs. An opportunity 
for the execution of his purpofe was not long wanting: fhe re- 
ceived his general profeflions of love with levity and merriment ; 
but when fhe perceived that his view was to feduce her to proftitu- 
-tion, the burft into. tears, and fell back in an agony unable to 
fpcak: he was immediately touched with grief and remorfe; 
his tendernefs was alarmed at her diftrefs, and his efteem increafed 
“by her virtue; he catchéd her in his arms, and as an atonement: 
for the infult fhe had received, he offered her marriage; but as 
her chaftity would not fuffer her to become his miftrefs, neither 
would her gratitude permit her to become his wife ; and as foon 
as fhe was fufficiently recollected, fhe intreated him never more 
to urge her to violate the obligation fhe was under either to herfelf 
or to her benefactor. ‘‘ Would not, faid the, the prefence of a 
wretch whom you had feduced from innocence and peace to re- 
morfe and guilt, perpetually upbraid you? and would you not al- 
ways fear to be betrayed by a wife, whofe fidelity no kindnefs . 
could fecure, who had broken all the bands that reftrain the 
generous and the good; and who by an act of the moft flagitious 
ingratitude had at once reached the pinacle of guilt, to which others 
aicend by imperceptible gradations ¢ ” 

TuEsE objections, though they could neither be obviated nor 
evaded, had yet no tendency to fubdue defire: he loved with 
greater delicacy, but with more ardour; and as he could not al- 
ways forbear expoftulations, neither could fhe always filence them 
in fuch a manner as might moft effectually prevent their being re- 
peated. Such was one morning the fituation of the two lovers: 
he had taken her hand into his, and was {peaking with great earn- 
eftnefs, while fhe regarded him with a kind of timorous compla- 
cency, and liftened to him with an attention which her heart con- 
demned: his father, in this tender moment, in which their powers 
of perception were mutually engrofled by each other, came near 
enough to hear that his heir had made propofals of marriage, and 
retired without their knowledge. 

As he did not dream that fuch a propofal could poffibly be re- 
jected by a girl in Meliffa’s fituation, imagining that every wo nan 
believed her virtue to be inviolate if her perfon was not proftituted, 
he took his meafures accordingly. It was near the time in which 
his family had been ufed to remove into the country : he therefore 
eave orders that every thing fhould be immediately prepared for the 

journey, 
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journey, and that the coach fhould be ready at fix the next morn- 
ing, a man and horfe being difpatched in the mean time to give 
notice of their arrival. The young folks were a little furprifed at 
this fudden removal; but though the ’fquire was a. good natured 
man, yet as he governed his family with high authority, and as they 
perceived fomething had offended him, they did not inquire the 
reafon, nor indeed did they fufpect it. Melifla packed up her 
things as ufual; and in the morning the young gentleman and his 
fitter having by their father’s orders got into the coach, he called 
Meliffa into the parlour; where ina few words, but with great a- 


‘crimony, he reproached her with having formed a defign to marry 


his fon without his confent, an act of ingratitude which he faid 


juftified him in upbraiding her with the favours which he had al. 


ready conferred upon her, and in a refolution he had taken that a 
Bank bill of 50/. which he then put into her hand, fhould.be the 
laft ; adding, that he expected fhe fhould within one week leave 
the houfe. To this heavy charge fhe was not in a condition to 
reply ; nor did he fiay to fee whether fhe would attempt it, but 
hattily got into the coach which immediately drove from the door. 
Tuus was Meliffa a third time, by a fudden and unexpected 
defertion, expofed to penury and diftrefs, with this aggravation, that 
cafe and affluence were become habitual ; and that though fhe was 
not fo helplefs as at the death of her uncle, fhe was expofed to yet 
greater danger; for few that have been ufed to flumber upon 
down and wake to feftivity, can refift the aliurements of vice who 
ftill offers eafe and plenty, when the alternatives are a flock-bed 

and a garret, fhort meals, coarfe apparel, and perpetual labour. 
Mettissa, as foon as fhe had recovered from the ftupor which 
had feized her upon fo aftonifhing and dreadful a change of for- 
tune, determined not to accept the bounty of a perfon who ima- 
gined her to be unworthy of it; nor to attempt her juftification 
while it would render her veracity fufpected, and appear to pro- 
ceed only from the hope of being reftored to a ftate of {plendid 
dependence, from which jealoufy or caprice might again at any time 
remove her, without caufe and without notice: fhe had not, indeed, 
any hope of being ever able to defend herfelf againft her accufer upon 
equal terms; nor did fhe know how to fubfift a fingle day, when 
fhe had returned his bill and quitted his houfe: yet fuch was the 
dignity of her fpirit, that fhe immediately inclofed it in a blank 
cover, directed to him at his country-feat, and calling up the maid 
who had been left to take care of the houfe, fent her immediately 
with it to the Poft-office. The tcars then burft out, which the 
agitation of her mind had before reftrained; and when the fervant 
returned, fhe told her all that had happened, and afked her advice 
what fhe fhould do. The girl, after the firft emotions of wonder 
and pity had fubfided, told her that fhe had a fifter who lodged 
ina reputable houfe and took in plain-work, to whom fhe would 
be welcome as fhe could affift her in her bufinefs, of which - 
ad 
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had often more than fhe could do; and with whom the might 
continue till fome more elegible fituation could be obtained. Me- 
liffa liftened to this propofal as to the voice of Heaven; her 
mind was fuddenly relieved from the moft tormenting perplexity, 
from the dread of wandering about without money or employ- 
ment, expofed to the menaces of a beadle, or the infults of the 
rabble: fhe was in hafte to fecure her good fortune, and felt 
fome degree of pain left fhe fhould lofe it by the earlier applica- 
tion of another; fhe therefore went immediately with the maid te 
her fifter, with whom it was foon agreed that Meliffa fhould work 
for her board and lodging; for fhe would not confent to accept as 
a gift, that which fhe could by any means deferve as a payment. 

WHILe Melifia was journeywoman to a perfon, who but a few 
wecksbefore would have regarded her with envy, and approached her 
with confufion; it happened that a fuit of linen was brought from 
the milliner’s wrapped up in a news-paper: the linen was put into 
the work bafket, and the paper being thrown carelefsly about, 
Meliffa at laft catched it up and was about to read it; but perceiving 
that it had been publifhed a fortnight was juft going to put it.in- 
to the fire, when by an accidental glance fhe faw her father’s 
name; this immediately engaged her attention, and with great 
perturbation of mind fhe read an advertifement, in which her fa- 
ther, faid to have left his friends about eighteen years before, 
and to have entered either into the army or the navy,was directed to 
apply to a perfon in Staples-Inn who could inform him of fomething 
greatly to his advantage. To this perfon Meliffa applied with all 
the ardour of curiofity, and all the tumult of expectation: fhe 
was informed that the elder brother of the perfon mentioned in 
the advertifement, was lately dead unmarried; that he was pofleffed 
of 1500/. a year, 5o00/. of which had defcended to him from his 
father, and 1coo/. had been left him by an uncle, which upon 
his death, there being no male heir, had been claimed by his fif- 
ters; but that a miftrefs who had lived with him many years, 
and who had been treated by the fuppofed heireffes with too much 
feverity and contempt, had in the bitternefs of her refentment 
publifhed the advertifement, having heard in the family that there 
was a younger brother abroad. 

THe conflict of different paffions that were at once excited 
with uncommon violence in the breaft of Meliffa, deprived her 
for atime of the power -of reflexion ; and when fhe became more 
calm fhe knew not by what method to attempt the recovery of her 
right: her mind was bewildered amidft a thoufand poffibilities, 
and diftrefled by the apprehenfion that all might prove ineffeCtual. 
After much thought and many projects, fhe recollected that the 
captain, whofe fervant brought her to England, could probably 
afford her more affiftance than any other perfon.: as he had been 
often pointed out ‘to -her in public places by-the ’{quire, to whom 
her ftory was well known, fhe was acquainted with his perfon,. 

and 
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_and knew that within a few months he was alive: fhe foon ob- 
- tained directions to his houfe, and being readily admitted to a con- 
ference, fhe told him, with as much prefence of mind as fhe could, 
that fhe was the perfon whom his compaffion had contributed to 
preferve when an infant, in confirmation of which, fhe produced 
his letter and the certificate which it inclofed; that by the death 
of her father’s elder brother, whofe family fhe had never known, 
fhe was become intitled to a very confiderable eftate ; but that the 
knew not what evidence would be neceflary to fupport her claim, 
how fuch evidence was to be produced, nor with whom to intruft 
the management of an affair, in which wealth and influence would 
be employed againft her. The old captain received her with that 
eafy politenefs which is almoft peculiar to his profeffion, and with a 
warmth of benevolence that is feldom found in any: he congratu- 
lated her upon fo happy and unexpected an event; and without the 
parade of oftentatious liberality, without extorting an explicit con- 
feffion of her indigence, he gave her a letter to his lawyer, in whom 
he faid fhe might with the utmoft fecurity confide, and with whom 
fhe would have nothing more to do than to tell her ftory: and do 
not, faid he, doubt of fuccefs, for I will be ready to teftify what I 
know of the affair whenever 1 fhall be called upon; and the woman 
who was prefent at your birth and brought you over, ftill lives with 
me, and upon this occafion may do you fignal fervice. 

Me issA departed, melted with gratitude and elated with hope. 
The gentleman, to whom the captain’s letter was a recommenda- 
tion, profecuted her claim with fo much {kill and affiduity, that 
within a few months fhe was put into the poffeffion of her eftate. 
Her firft care was to wait upon the captain, to whom fhe now 
owed not only life but a fortune: he received her acknowledgements 
with a pleafure, which only thofe who merit it can enjoy; and 
infifted that fhe fhould draw upon him for fuch fums as the fhould 
want before her rents became due. She then took very handfome 
ready furnifhed lodgings, and determined immediately to juftify 
her condu& to the fquire, whofe kindnefs fhe ftill remembered, 
and whofe refentment fhe had forgiven. With this view the fet 
out in a chariot and fix attended by two fervants in livery on horfe- 
back, and proceeded to his country feat, from whence the family 
was not returned: fhe had lain at an inn within fix miles of the 
place, and when the chariot drove up to the door, as it was early 
in the morning, fhe could perceive the fervants run to and fro in a 
hurry, and the young lady and her brother gazing through the 
window to fee if they knew the livery: fhe remarked every cir- 
. cumftance which denoted her own importance with exultation; 
and enjoyed the folicitude which her. prefence produced among 
thofe, from whofe fociety fhe had fo lately been driven with difdain 
and idignation. 

SHE now increafed their wonder, by fending in a fervant to ac- 
quaint the old gentleman, that a lady defired to {peak with him 

about 
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about urgent bufinefs, which would not however long detain him: 
he courteoufly invited the lady to honour him with her commands, 
hafted into his beft parlour, adjufted his wig, and put, himfelf in 
the beft order to receive her; fhe alighted, and difplayed a very 
rich undrefs which correfponded with the elegance of her chariot, 
and the modith appearance of her fervants. She contrived to hide 
her face as fhe went up the walk, that fhe might not be known 
‘too foon; and was immediately introduced to her old friend, to 
whom fhe foon difcovered herfelf to his great aftonifhment, and 
before he had recovered his prefence of mind fhe addreffed him to 
this effect. ‘* You fee, fir, an orphan who is under the greateft 
obligations to vour bounty, but who has been equally injured by 
your fufpicions. When I was a dependant upon your liberality, I 
would not affert my innocence, becaufe I could not bear to be fuf- 
pected of falfhood; but I affert it now I am the poffeffor of a pater- 
nal eftate, becaufe I cannot bear to be (ufpected of ingratitude: that 
your fon preffed me to marry him, is true; but it is alfo true that 
I refufed him, becaufe I would not difappoint your hopes and im- 
poverifh your pofterity.” The old gentleman’s confufion was in- 
creafed by the wonders that crowded upon him: he firft made fome 
attempts to apologize for his fufpicions with aukwardnefs and hefi- 
tation; then doubting the truth of appearances, he broke off abruptly 
and remained filent; then reproaching himfelf, he began to con- 
gratulate her upon her good fortune, and again defifted before he had 
finifhed the complement. Méeliffa perceived his perplexity and 
cuelled the caufe; fhe was therefore about to account more parti- 
‘cularly for the fuddden change of her circumftances: but mifs, 
whofe maid had brought her intelligence from the fervants, that the 
Jady’s name who was with her papa was Meliffa, and that fhe was 
lately come to a great eftate by the death of her uncle, could nolonger 
reftrain the impatience of her affection and joy; fhe ruthcd into the 
room and fell upon her neck, .with a tranfport that can only be 
felt by friendfhip and exprefled by tears. When this tender filence 
_was paft, the fcruples of doubt were foon obviated; the reconcilia- 
tion was reciprocal and fincere; the father led out his gueft, and 
prefented her to his fon with an apology for his conduct to them both. 
Me issa had befpoke a dinner and beds at the inn, but fhe was 
not fuffered to return. Within a few weeks {he became the daughter 
of her friend, who gave her hand to his fon, with whom fhe fhared 
many years that happinefs which is the reward of virtue. They had 
feveral children, but none furvived them ; and Melifia, upon the 
death of her hufband, which happened about feven years ago, re- 
tired wholly from town to her eftate in the country, where fhe lived 
beloved and died in peace. 
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COR LARA Should be ae to take off your attention from 
4 lal, xy Ye x matters of greater moment ; and to divert you 
S& eo ‘from the f{peculation ‘of ‘faults that prefent 
TN VF themfelves direttly before -your eyes, by de- 
cee) TN 9.85 ‘firing you to contemplate the enormities that 
yak 86 @ hang over yourhead. It has been cuftomary, 
I ‘know, ‘with you writers of effays, ‘to ‘treat the fibje@t of SiGns in 
a very ludicrous manner: for my part, I cannot help thinking, that 
it deferves a more ferious confideration. The attacks of your pre- 
deceffors on the abfurdities which tradefmen ufuafly commit in 
thefe pendant advertifements, have been very flight,and comfequently 


_— produced no a effet : blunders: have ‘to this day been 
K handed 
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jranded down from -mafter to ’prentice, without any regard paid 
to their remorftrances; and it is left to the fturdy ApvENTURER, 
if he pleafes, to-cembat thefe monftrous incongruities, and to re- 
gulate ‘their Babel-like cenfufion. 


I am at prefent but an humble journey-man fign-painter in ‘Harp- 
‘alley: for though the ambition of my parents defigned that J 
‘fhould emulate the immortal touches of a Raphael or a Titian, yet 
the want of tafte among my -countrymen, and their prejudice a- 
gainft every artift who is a native, have degraded me to the 
miferable-neceffity, as Shaftefbury fays, “‘ of illuftrating prodigies 
“in fairs, and adorning heroic fign-pofts.’” However, as I have 
ftudied to improve even'this meaneft exercife.of the pencil, I in- 
tend to-fet up fer myfelf; and, under the :favour of your coun- 
‘tenance, ‘to reduce the vague practice of SIGN-PAINTING to fome 
ftandard of elegance and propriety. With your leave I fhall hang 
out your own face, as an-invitation to cuftomers; not doubting, 
‘but that the pourtrait of the ADVENTURER will hereafter be mono- 
polized by.all.our profeffion, as the patron of - our.art. 


Ir cannot be.doubted, but that 51Gns were intended originally to 
exprefs:the feveral occupations of their.owners,; and to bear fome 
affinity ‘in their external defignations, with the wares to be dif- 
:pofed of, or the bufinefs carried.on-within. Hencethe Hand and 
Shears is juftly appropriated to taylors; as the Hand.and Pen:is to 
-writing-mafters; though the very reverend and right worthy order 
-of my-neighbours the.Fleet-parfons, have affumed it to.themfelves 
as amark of marriages, performed without impofition. The Wool-pack 
plainly points out to us a Woollen-Draper,, the Naked Boy elegantly 
‘reminds us of the neceffity of cloathing; and the Golden Fleece 
figuratively denotes ‘the riches of our ‘ftaple commodity: but are 
not the Hen and Clickens and the Tbree Pidgeons, the unqueftionable 
right of the poulterer; and not to be ufurped by the venders of 
woollen, flk. or linen? 


Ir would be endlefs to enumerate the grofs blunders committed 
in this point, by almoft every branch of trade. I thall, therefore, 
confine :myfelf chiefly to the numerous fraternity of Pubkcans.; 
whofe extravagance in this affair .calls aloud. for. reprehenfion and 

-reftraint. 
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reftraint. Their modeft anceftors were contented with a plain 
bough ftuck up before their doors; whence arofe the wife proverb, 
‘Good wine needs no bufh: but how have they fince deviated from their 
ancient fimplicity ! They have ranfacked earth, air, and feas; called 
-down fun, moon, and dftars, to their affiftance, and exhibited all the 
mmontters that ever teemed from fantaftic imagination. Their Hogs 
in Armour, their Blue Boars, Black Bears, Green Dragons, and 
‘Golden Lions, have already on {ufficiently expofed by your bro- 
‘ther effay writers. ; 


Sus borridus, atraque Tigris, 
Squamofi ufque Draco, et fulvdcervice Leena. “Virc. 


| ‘Er is nowender that thefe:gentlemen who indulge themfelves in 
'{uch. unwarrantable liberties, fhould have -fo little regard to the 
-choice of Signs adapted to their my/ffery. “There .can ‘be no ob- 
“jection made to the Busch of Grapes, the Rummer,.or the Tuns: 
but would not any one inquire for a Hofer at the Leg, or fora 
-Lock{with at the Crofs-keys? and who would expect any thing but 
water tobe fold at the Fountain ? The Turk's Head may fairly in-- 
‘timate that a Seragiso is kept within: the Rofe may .be ‘ftrained to 
fome propriety of meaning, as the .bufinefs there tranfacted may 
‘be faid tobe done .under the Rofe: but .why muft the .Angel, the 
Lam, and the Mitre, be the defignations of . the {eats of drunken- 
nefs or proftitution ? 


Some regard fhould likewife be paid ‘by tradefmen to their 
Aituation ; or, in other words, to:the propriety of place: and in this 
‘too the publicans are notorioufly faulty. The King’s Arms, and the 
_Star.and’Garter, are aptly enough placed at the court end of the 
town, and.in the neighbourhoed of the .Royal Palace: Shakef- 
pear's ‘Head takes his ftation by one :Play-houfe, and Ben ‘fon- 

_ Jon's : by the other: Hell is 2 .publick-houfe adjoining to We/?- 
minfler-baH, 2s the Devil Tavern is to the lawyer's quarters in 
the Temple :. but what has the Crown to do by the "Change, or 
the Gun,-the Sip or the Anchor, any where butat Tower-hill, 

: at Wapping, or. Deptford ? 


Ir was certainly from a:noble {pirit of doing honour to fuperior 
. defert, that our forefathers.ufed to hang out.the deads of thofe who 


were 
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were particularly eminent in their profeffions. Hence we fee Ga- 
len and Paracelfus exalted before the fhops of chymifts; and the 
great names.of Tully, Dryden, Pope, &c. immortalized on the ru- 
bric pofts of boak(fellers, while their heads denominate the learned 
repofitories of their works. But I know not whence it happened, 
that publicans have claimed a right to the phyfiognomies of kings 
cand heroes, .as I cannot find out by the moft painful.refearches that 
there is any alliance between them. - Pontac and-Lebec, as they 
were excellent cooks, are the fit reprefentatives of Juxury; and 
Brcughton, that renowned athletic champion, has an indifputable 
right to-put up Ls own head, if ‘he pleafes: but what reafon can 
there be, why the glorious Duke William fhould draw porter, or 
the brave Admral Vernon retail fup? “Why mutt Queen Anne keep 
a ginfkop, and.King Charles inform us of a fRettle-ground? Pro- 
-priety of character, I think, requires, that thefe illuftrious per- 
‘fonages fhould be depofed from their lofty ftations: and I would 
:recommend hereafter, that the A/derman’s effigy fhould accompany 
his Intire Butt Beer, and that the.comely face of that public-{pirited 
-patriot, who firfl reduced the price of punch, and raifed its ‘reputation 
PRO BONO PUBLICO,.- fhould: Rein i were 
three-pen’orth.of warm rum‘is.to be fold. 


_.I have ‘been fed to oe a, SiGwns, for the fre- 
‘quency of which it 1s difficult to give’ any: other reafon, 
as fo many hieroglyphics with a hidden meaning, faty- 
sizing ‘the . follies of ‘the people, or conveying inftruCtion -to the 
\pafler-by. Jam afraid that the ftale jeft -on our fober citizens 
gave rife to fo many Horns in the public ftreets,; and the number 
of Ca/iles floating with the wind, was probably defigned as a ri- 
dicule on thofe caftles in the air, erected'on bafelefs foundations 
by foaring projectors. Zumble-down Dick, in the Borough of 
_ Southwark, is a fine moral on the inftability of greatnefs and the 
confequences of ambition: but there 1s a moft ill-natured farcafm 
againft the fair fex exhibited on a fign in Broad St. Giles’ s, of a 
sheadlefs female figure, called the Good Woman. 


-2yale 
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Quale portentum neque militaris — 
Daunta in latis alit efculetis, 
Nec Yuba tellus generat leonum 
, trida natrix. 
Hor. 


A difcerning eye may alfo difcever in many of our figns evident 
matks of the religion prevalent among us before the reformation. 
Saint George, as the tutelary faint of this nation, may eftapd the - 
cenfure of fuperftition + dut St. Dunfian with bis tongs ready to take 
bold of Satan's nofe, and the legions of Angels, Nuns, Croffes, 
and Holy Lamb, cettainly had their origin in the ages of Pépery.. 


AMONG the many Sirens, which are appropriated to fome parti- 
cular bufinefs, and yet have not the leaft connection with it, Ican-— 
not, as yet, find any relation between dlue dalls and pawnbrokers . 
nor could I conceive the intent of that long pole jutting out at the 
entrance of a barber's /hop, till a friend of mine, a learned etymo- 
logift and gloffariographer, affured me, that the ufe of this pole 
took its rife from the corruption of an old Englith word. “ It is 
‘* probable,” fays he, ‘* that our primitive tonfors ufed to ftick 
** up a wooden block, or head, or Pott, as it was then called, 
“before their fhop-windows, to denote their occupation; and 
“* that afterwards, through a confounding of different things with 
4 Tike pronunciation, they put up that particolouréd flaff of an 
** enormous length, which is now calleda Pores, and appropri- 
** ated only to barbers.” 


THE fame obfervations might be extended to other methods 
that tradefmen make ufe of to attract the public notice. Thus 
the card-manufacturers ftamp upon their packs the figure perhaps 
of Harry the eighth, or the Great Mogul; though I cannot find in 
hiftory, that either of thofe monarchs played at cards: it would 
therefore be more in chara¢ter to give us a picture of the Groom- 
Porter, or of that mafter of the {cience, the celebrated Hoyle, who 
has compofed an elaborate treatife on every fafhionable game. J 
cannot but admire however the ingenious devices of tobacconifts, 


one 
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one of whom tells you, in a compartment ornamented with all the 
enfigns of free-mafonry, that his weed is The bef by Farr; while 
another reprefents half a dozen jolly fellows, fmoking round a table 
with labels iffuing from their mouths—I?’s good tobacco—It_fmokes 
well—Whofe is it?—Grizzell’s—Where does be hve?—In Watling- 


frreet. 2 


I could point out to you many more enormities; but leaft I 
fhould exceed the limits of your paper, I fhall at prefent conclude 
with affuring you, that Iam 

| Your devoted humble Servant, 


A | Puitrp CARMINE, 


THE 
ADVEN TURER. 


To be continued on TuEspays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, December 9, 1752. 


Da, Pater, auguftam menti confcendere fedem; 
Da fontem luftrare boni; da, luce reperti, 
In Te confpicuos animi defigere vifus ! ‘ BoeETH. 


28°@ THING ‘has offended me more, than 
<3. the manner. in which fubjects of eternal mo- 
4 ment are often treated. :To difpute on moral 
and theological topics, is become a fafhion ; 
and it is ufual with perfons, of whom it is 
no reproach to fay they are ignorant, becaufe 
their opportunities of gaining: knowledge have 
‘been. few, to determine with. the utmoft ‘confidence upon .que- 
ftions to which no human intellect is equal. In almoft every 
L tavern 
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tavern and every alehoufe, illiterate petulance prates of fitnefs 


and virtue, of freedom and fate ; and it is common to hear di. 


putes concerning everlafting happinefs and mifery, the myfteries 
of religion, and the attributes of Gop, intermingled with leudnefs 
and blafphemy, or at leaft treated with wanton negligence and ab- 
furd merriment. 


For leudnefs and blafphemy, it is hoped no apology will fe- 
rioufly be offered: and it is probable, that if the queftion in de- 
bate was which of the difputants fhould be hanged on the mor- 
row, it would be conducted with decency and gravity, as a matter 
of fome importance : that rifible good-humour, and that noble 
freedom, of which they appear to be fo fond, would be thought 
not well to agree with their fubjeCt ; nor would either of the gen- 
tlemen be much delighted, if an argument intended to demon- 
ftrate that he would within a few hours be fufpended on a gibbet, 
fhould be embellifhed with a witty allufion to a button and loop, 
or a jocular remark that it would effectually fecure him from fu- 
ture accidents either by land or water. And yet the juftice and 


mercy of OmnrpoTENce, the life and death of the foul, are: 


treated with ridicule and {port ; and it is contended, that with ri- 
dicule and fport they ought always to be treated. 

But the effect, as well as the manner of thefe fafhionable dif- 
putes, is always ill: they tend to eftablith what is called naturaé 
religion, upon the ruins of CurisTIANITY ; and a man has no 
fooner ftiled himfelf a moral philofopher, than he finds that his 
duty both to Gop and man 1s contracted into a very {mall com- 
pafs, and may be practifed with the greateft facility. Yet as this 


effet is not always apparent, the unwary are frequently deluded 
into fatal error, and imagine they are attaining the higheft degree 


of moral excellence, while they. are infenfibly lofing the principles 


upon which alone temptation: can: be'refifted, and a wai perfe- — 


verance in well one fecuredy ! 


ar nite — and 4 unfifpedted topics, is the ex- 


cellency of VIRTUE. panes faid neceffarily to produce its own. 


happinefs, 


7” 
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happinefs, and to be conftantly and adequately its own reward ; as 
vice, on the contrary, never fails ta produce mifery, and- inflict 
upon itfelf the punifhment it deferves; propofitions, of which 
every one is ready to affirm, that they may be admitted without 
fcruple, and believed without danger! But from hence it is in-. 
ferred, that future rewards and punifhments are not neceffary, 
either to furnifh adequate motives to the practice of virtue, or to 
juftify the ways of Gop: in confequence of their being not ne-° 
ceflary, they become doubtful ; the Deity is lefs and lefs the 
object of fear and hope; and as. virtue is faid to be that which 
produces ultimate good below, whatever is fuppofed -to produce 
ultimate good below is faid to be virtue: right and wrong are 
confounded, becaufe remote confequences cannot perfectly be 
known; the principal barrier by which appetite and paffion are 
reftrained, is broken down; the remonftrances of confcience are 
overborne by fophiftry ; and the acquired and habitual fhame of 
vice is fubdued by the perpetual efforts of vigorous refiftance. 


BuT the inference from which thefe dreadful confequences pro- 
ceed, however plaufible, is not juft ; nor does it — from ex- 
perience, that the prem are true. ; 

THat Virtue ALONE 15 bappinef BELOW, 1s indced a maxim in 
{peculative morality, which all the treafures of learning have been 
Javifhed to fupport, and all the flowers of wit collected to recom-- 
mend: it has been the favourite of fome among the wifeft and 
beft of mankind, in every generation; and is at once venerable for 
its age, and lovely in the bloom of anew youth. And yet if it be 
allowed, that they who languifh in difeafe and indigence, who fuf- 
fer pain, hunger and nakednefs, in obfcurity and folitude, are lefs : 
happy than thofe, who, with the fame degrce of virtue, enjov: 
health, and eafe, and plenty, who are diftinguifhed by fame, and 
courted by fociety; it follows, that virtue alone 1s not efficient of: 
happinefs, becaufe virtue cannot always beftow thofe things upon 
which happinefs is confefled to depend. 


Ir - 
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Ir is indeed true, that virtue in profperity enjoys more than 
vice; and that in adverfity fhe fuffers lefs: if profperity and ad- 
verfity, therefore, were merely accidental to virtue and vice, it 
might be granted, that, fetting afide thofe things upon which moral 
conduct has no influence as foreign to the queftion, every man is 
happy, either negatively or pofitively, in proportion as he is vir- 
tuous; though it were denied, that virtue alone could put into his 
pofleffion all that is effential to human felicity. 


But profperity and adverfity, affluence and want, are not in- 
dependant upon moral conduct; external advantages are frequently 
obtained by vice, and forfeited by virtue; for as an eftate may be 
cained by fecreting a will or loading a die, an eftate may alfo be 
loft by witholding a vote or rejecting a jobb. 


- ARE external advantages then too light to turn the fcale? Will 
an act of virtue by which all are rejected, enfure more happinefs 
than an act of vice by which all are procured? Are the advantages 
which an eftate obtained by an act of vice beftows, overballanced 
through life by regret and remorfe? and the indigence and con- 
tumely that follow the lofs of conveniences which virtue has re- 
jected, more than compenfated by content and {cif-approbation ? 


T#at which is ill gotten, is not always ill ufed; nor is that 
which 1s well rejected, always remembered without regret. It is 
not to be fuppofed, that he, who by an act of fraud gained the 
poffeffion of athoufand pounds a year, which he fpends in fuch a 
gratification of his appetites and paffions as is confiftent with health 
and reputation, in the reciprocation of civilities among his equals, 
and fometimes in acts of bounty and munificence, and who ufes 
the power and influence which it gives him fo as to conciliate af- 
fection and procure refpect; has lefs happinefs below, than if by a 
{tronger effort of virtue, he had continued in a {tate of dependance 
and poverty, neglected and defpifed, deftitute of any other means 
to exercife the focial affections than mutual condolence with thofe 
who fuffer the fame calamity, and almoft withing in the bitternefs 
of his diftrefs that he had improved the opportunity which he had 

loft. 
Ir 
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Ir may indeed be urged, that the happinefs and infelicity of 
both thefe ftates are ftill in exact proportion to virtue; that the af- 
fluence which was acquired by a fingle act of vice, is enjoyed only 
by the exercife of virtue; and that the penury incurred by a fingle 
effort of virtue, is rendered afflictive only by impatience and dif- 
content. 


Burt whether this be granted or denied, it remains true, that 
happinefs in both thefe ftates is not equal; and that in one the 
means to enjoy life were acquired by vice, which in the other 
were loft by virtue. And if it be poffible by a fingle ac of vice, 
to increafe happinefs upon the whole of life; from what rational 
motives can the temptation to that act be refifted? from none, 
furely, but fuch as arife from the belief of a future ftate, in which 
virtue will be rewarded and vice punifhed: for to what can hap- 
pinefs be wifely facrificed, but to greater happinefs? and how can 
the ways of Gop be juftified, if a man by the irreparable injury 
of his neighbour becomes happier upon the whole, than he would 
have been if he had obferved the eternal rule, and done to another 
.as he would that another fhould do to him? 


Peruars I may be told, that to talk of facrificing happinefs 
‘to greater happinefs, as virtue, 1s abfurd; and that he who is re- © 


{trained from fraud-or violence, merely by the fear of hell, is no 
More virtuous than he who is reftrained merely by the fear of 
a gibbet. 


BuT fuppofing this to be true, yet with refpect to fociety, mere 
external rectitude of conduct anfwers all the purpofes of virtue ; 
and if I travel without being robbed, it 1s of little confequence 
to me, whether the perfons whom I met on the road, were reftrained 
from attempting to invade my property by the fear of punifhment, 
or the abhorrence of vice: fo that the gibbet, if it-does not pro- 
duce virtue, is yet of fuch inconteftible utility, that I believe thofe 
gentlemen would be very unwilling that it fhould be removed,who 
are notwithftanding fo zealous to fteel every breaft againft the 
fear of damnation; nor would they be content, however negligent 
of their fouls, that their property fhould be no. otherwife fecured, 
than 
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than by the power of moral beauty, and the prevalence of ideal 
enjoyments. | 


Ir it be afked, how mora! agents became the fubjects of acci- 
dental and adventitious happinefs and mifery; and why they were 
placed in a ftate in which it frequently happens, that virtue only 
alleviates calamity, and vice only moderates delight; the anfwer of 
REVELATION is known, and it muft be the tafk of thofe who re- 
ject it to give a better: it is enough for me to have proved, that 
man is at prefent in fuch a ftate: I pretend not to trace the ua- 
fearchable ways of the ALMIGHTY, nor attempt to penetrate the dark- 
nefs that furrounds his throne: but amidft this enlightened genera- 
tion, in which fuch multitudes can account for apparent obliqui- 
ties and defects in the natural and the moral world, I am content. 
with an humble expectation of that time, in which every thing that 
7s crooked fhall be made frait, and every thing that is imperfect fhall be 


done away. 
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To be continued on TuEspays and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, December 12, 1752. 


Hle potens fut 
Latufque deget, cut licet in diem 
Dixiffe, vixi : 


Hor. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


T is the fate of all who do not live in necef- 
fary or accidental obfcurity, who neither pafs 
undiftinguifhed through the vale of poverty, 
nor hide themfelves in the groves of folitudc, 
to have a numcrous acquaintance and ‘few 
friends. 


AN acquaintance is a being who meets us with a {mile and a 
flute, who tells us in the fame breath that he is glad and forry 
M for 
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for the moft trivial good and il that befals us, and yet who turns 
from us without regret, who fcarce wifhes to fee us again; “whe 
forfakes us.in-hopelefs ficknef$ or adverfity, and when we die re- 


members us no more. A friend is he with whom our intereft i is 


united, upon whofe participation all our pleafures depend ; who 
fooths us in the fretfulnefs of difeafe, and chears us in the gloom 
of a prifon; to whom when we die even our remains are facred, 
who follows them with tears to the grave, and Preferves our image 
in his heart. A friend our calamities may grieve, and our wants 
may impoverifh, but neglect only can offend and unkindnefs 


alienate. Is it not therefore a{tonifhing, that a friend fhould ever be 
alfehated or offended’? ‘and can there be a ftronger. inftance of fhe 


fol Ify and caprice a pasa. than their witholding from thofe 
upon whom their -happinefs is confeficd to depend, that civility 
which they lavifh upon others, without hope of any higher reward 
than a trivial and momentary gratification of their vanity, by an 
echo of their compliments and a return of iaciale ai P 

OF aie caprice t there are none who have n niece  caufe to -com- 


eee 


‘plain than myfelf. That L. am a perfon of fome ne importance, has 


never yet been difputed: I am allowed ‘to have great power to 
pleafe and to inftrué&t; I always contribute to the felicity of thofe 
by whom I am well treated; and I muft confefs, that-I am. never 
abufed without leaving marks.of my refentment behind me. 


I am generally regarded as a friend; and there are few whe 
could think of parting with me for the laft time, without the ut- 
moft regret folicitudé and felu@tance. I know, wherever I come, 
that I have been the object of defire and hope; and that the plea- 
fure which I am expected to diffufe, has, like all others, been en- 
joyed by anticipation. - By the young and gay, thofe who are en- 


‘tefing the world-either as a {cene of bufinefs or pleafure, I am fre- 


quently defired: with fuch impatience, ‘that although every mo- 
ment brings on wrinkles and decrepitude with irrefiftible rapi- | 
dity, they would be willing that the time of my abfence fhould 
be annihilated, and the approach of wrinkles and decrepitude ren- 
dered yet more precipitate. There cannot furely be ftronger evidence 


‘than 


Noi THE! ADVENTURER, 63 


than this of my influence upon’ their happinefs, or of their ‘af- 
fe€tion for me: and yet the tranfport with which I am at firft re- 
ceived quickly fubfides ; they appear to grow weary of my com- 
pany ; they would again fhorten ‘life to haften the hour of my 
departure, and‘ ” reflect —_ the length of my vifit with 
regret. - 


To the aged I confefs I am not able to procure equal advan- 
tages: and yet there are fome of thefe who have been remarkable 
for their virtue, among whom I experience more conftant recipro- 
cations of friendfhip. I never heard that they expreffed an impa- 
tient expectation of me when abfent, nor do they receive me with 
rapture when I come; but while I ftay they treat me with com- 
placency and good humour ; and in proportion as their firft addrefs 
is lefs violent, the whole tenout of their conduc is more equal: 
they fuffer me to leave them in an evening without i iad to 
ne my vifit, ane think: of my departure with a 


You will eaten! imagine that I am diftinguithed be — 
ftrange: fingularity, of. which the uncommon treatment that I re- 
ceive is ® confequence. .As few can judge with impartiality of 
their own character, none are. believed merely upon their own 
evidence who affirm it to be good: I will therefore defcribe to 
you ‘the manner in which J am recered by perfons of very’ dif- 
ferent {tations capacities and employments. . Thé. facts fhall be 
exhibited without falfe colouring; { will neither: fupprefs, {often 
nor exaggerate any circumftance, by which the natural and genuine 
ftate of thefe facts may be difcovered, and I know .that Bie 
fagacity ME do me yee rr, 


In fummer I aia early; and the firft perfon that I fee is a 
peafant at his work, who generally regards me with a f{mile, though 
he f{eldom participates of my bounty. His labour is f{carce ever 
fufpended while I am -with him; ‘yet he always talks of me 
with complacency, and never. treats me with neglect or inde- 
-corum,.except perhaps on a holiday, when he has been tippling ; 
and this I can eafily-overlook, though he commonly receives a hint 

of 
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of his fault the next morning, that he may be more upon his guard 
for the future. 


BuT though in the country I have reafon to be beft fatished 
with the behaviour of thofe whom I firft fee, yet in my early 
walks in town Iam almoit fure to be infulted. As foon as the 
wretch, who has paffed the night at a tavern or a gaming table, 
perceives me at a diftance, he begins to mutter curfes again{ft me, 
tho’ he knows they will be fulfilled upon himfelf, and is im- 
patient till he can bar his door, and hide himfelf in bed. 


I have one fifter, and though her complexion is very dark, yet 
the is not without her charms: fheis, I confefs, faid to look beft 
by candlelight, in her jewels, and at a public place, where the 
{plendor of her drefs and the multiplicity of other objects, prevent 
too minute an examination of her perfon. Some good judges have 
fancied, though perhaps a little whimfically, that there is fomething 
inexpreffibly pleafing in her by moonlight, a kind of placid eafe, 
a gentle languor which foftens her features, and gives new grace to 
her manner: they fay too, that the is beft difpofed to be agreeable 
company ina walk, under the chequered thade of a grove, along 
the green banks of ariver, or upon the fandy beach by the fea. 


My fifter’s principles in many particulars differ from mine; but 
there has been always fuch a harmony between us, that fhe feldom 
fmiles upon thofe who have fuffered me to pafs with a contemp- 
tuous negligence; much lefs does fhe ufe her influence, which is 
very great, to procure any advantage for thofe who drive me from 
their prefence with outrage and abufe; and yet none are more af- 
fiduous in their addreffes, nor intrude longer upon her privacy, 
than thole who are moft implacably my enemies. 


SHE is generally better received by the poor than the rich; and — 
indeed fhe feldom vifits the indigent and the wretched, without 
bringing fomething for their relief: yet thofe who are moft folici- 
tous to engage her in parties of pleafure, and are feen longeft in 
her company, are always fufpected of fome evil defign. 

You 
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You will perhaps think there is fomething enigmatical in all 
this; and left you fhould not yet be able to difcover my true cha- 
racter fufficiently to engage you in my intereft, Iwill give you a 


ifhort hiftory of the incidents that have happened to me during the 


laft eight hours. 


Ir is now four o'clock in the afternoon: about feven I rofe; foon - 


after, asl was walking by the dial in Covent-Garden, I was per. 
-ceived by a man well dreffed, who appeared to have been fleeping 
-under one of the fheds, and whom a watchman had juit told that 


I was approaching: after attempting to {wear feveral oaths, and 


-ftaggering a few paces, he {cowled at me under his hat, and infulted 
‘me indirectly, by telling the watchman as well as he could, that he 
had fat in. company with my iifter till he became too drunk to find 
‘his way home, which neverthelefs he had attempted ;-and that he 
-hated the fight-of me as he hated the devil; he then defired that a 
.coach or a.chair. might be immediately called to carry him from my 
, prefence. 


AsouT nine, I vifited a:young lady who cauld not {ce me, be- 


.caufe fhe was but juft returned from a rout. I went next to a 
.{tudent in the Temple, who received me with great joy ; but told 
.me, that he.was going to dine with a gentleman, whofe daughter 
he had long courted, and who at length, by the interpofition of 
‘friends, had been perfuaded to confent to the match, though feveral 
others had. offered a larger fettlement. From this interview I had 
no defire to detain him; and about twelve I found a young prodigal, 
to whom.I had afforded’ many opportunities of felicity, which he 
neglected to improve; and whom I had {carce ever left without 
‘having convinced him, that he was wafting life in the fearch of 
pleafure which he could never fad: he lookedapen with me a 
countenance full of fufpicion, dread and perplexity, and feemed to 
‘wifh that I had delayed my -vifit or been excluded by his fervant; 


imagining, as I have fince heard, that a bailiff was behind me. After 


-dinner, I again met my friend the ftudent,; but he who had fo 


lately received me with extacy, now leared at me with a fullen 
-difcontent, and if it had been in his power would have deftroyed 


me, 
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me, for no other reafon than becaufe the old gentleman whom 
he had vifited had changed his mind. 


You may perhaps be told that lam myfelf inconftant and ca- 
pricious; that I am never the fame perfon eight and forty hours to- 
gether; and that no man knows whether at my next vifit 1 thall 
bring him good or evil: but identity of perfon might with equal 
truth be denied of the Apvenrurer, and of every other being 
upon earth; for all animal bodies are in a ftate of perpetual decay 
andrenovation: fo ridiculous, a flander does not indeed deferve a 
ferious reply: and I believe you are now ready to anfwer every o- 
ther cavil of my enemies, by convincing the world that it is their 
own fault if I do not always leave them wifer and better than I 
find them; and whoever has through life continued to become 
gradually wifer and better, has obtained a fource of divine felicity, 
a well of living water, which like the widow’s oil fhall increafe as 
it is poured out, and which, though it was fupplied by time, eter- 
nity hall not exhauft. 


Thope, Sir, your paper will be a means of procuring me better 
treatment; and that you will yourfelf be folicitous to fecure the 
friendfhip of | 

Your humble fervant, 
To-pay. 
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To be .continued on TuEspAys and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, December 16, 1752. 


Magnum pauperies opprobrium jubet 
Quidvis aut facere aut pats. 
Hor. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


alleviate the miferies of life, none is left to 
defpair but complaint: and though complaint, 
without hope of relief, maay be thought rather 
to increafe than migitate anguifh, as it recol- 
F ye lects every circumftance of diftrefs, and im- 
bitters the memory of paft fufferings by the anticipation of future; 

yet, like weeping, it is an indulgence of that which it is pain to 
{upprefs, and faoths with the hope ef pity the wretch whe defpairs 
of 
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of comfort. Of this number is he who now addreffes you: yet 
the folace of complaint and the hope of pity, are not the only 
motives that have induced me to communicate the feries of events, 
by which 1 have been led on in an infenfibie deviation from felicity, 
and at laft plunged in irremediable calamity : I wifh that others 
may efcape perdition; and am, therefore, folicitous to warn them of 
the path, that leads to the precipice from which I have fallen. 


Iam the only child of a wealthy farmer, who as he was himfelf 
illiterate, was the more zealous to make his fon a f{cholar; ima- 
gining that there was in the knowledge of Greek and Latin, fome 
fecret charm of perpetual influence, which as I pafled through 
Ime would fmooth the way before me, eftablith the happinefs of 
fuccefs, and fupply. new refources to difappointment. But not 
being able to deny himfelf the pleafure he found in having me 
about him, inftead of fending me out to a boarding fchool, he 
offered the curate of the pari ten pounds a year and his board 
to become my tutor. 


‘ Turs gentleman, who was in years, and had lately buried his 
wife, accepted the employment, but refufed the falary: the work | 
of education, he faid, would agreeably fill his intervals of leifure, 
and happily coincide with the duties of his function: but he ob- 
ferved that his curacy, which was thirty pounds a year, and had 
Jong fubfifted him when he hada family, would make him wealthy 
now he was a fingle man ; and therefore he infifted to pay for his 
board: to this my father, with whatever reluctance, was obliged to 
confent. At the age of fix years I began to read my Accidence 
under my preceptor ; and at fifteen had gone through the Latin 
and Greek Claffics. But the languages were not all that I learned 
of this gentleman; befides other fcience of lefs importance, he 
taught me the theory of | _—" by his precepts, and the ee 
tice by his example. 


As his temper was calm and fteady, the influence which he had 
acquired over me was unlimited: he was never capricioufly fevere; 
fo that I regarded his difpleafure not as an effect of his infirmity, 
but of my own fault: he-difcoyered fo much affection in the 
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pleafure with which he commended, and in the tender concern 
with which he reproved me, that I loved him as a father: and his 
devotion, though rational and manly, was yet fo habitual and fer- 
vent, that I reverenced him as a faint. I found even my paffions 
controuled by an awe which his prefence impreffed; and by a 
conftant attention to his doctrine and his life, I acquired fuch a- 
fenfe of my connexion with the invifible world, and fuch a con- 
viction of the concioufnefs of DErTy to all my thoughts, that every 
inordinate wifh was fecretly fupprefled, and my conduct regulated 
by the moft fcrupulous circumfpe¢tion. 


My father thought he had now taken {nfficient care of my edu- 
cation, and therefore began to expect that I fhould affift in over- 
looking his fervants, and managing his farm, in which he intended 
I fhould fucceed him: but my preceptor, whofe principal view 
was not my temporal advantage, told him, that, as a farmer, 
great part of my learning would be totally ufelefs; and that the 
only way to make me ferviceable to mankind, in proportion to the 
knowledge I had acquired, would be to fend me to the univerfity, 
that at a proper time 1 might take orders: but my father, befides 
thar he was ftill unwilling to part with me, had probably many 
reafons againft my entering the world in a caflock: fuch however 
was the deference which he paid to my tutor, that he had almoft 
implicitly fubmitted to his determination, when a relation of my 
mother’s, who was an attorney of great practice in the Temple, 
came to fpend part of the long vacation at our houfe, in confe- 
quence of invitations which had been often repeated during an ab- 
fence of many years. 


_ My father thought that an opportunity of confulting how to dif- 
pofe of me with a man fo well acquainted with life, was not to 
be loft ; and perhaps he fecretly hoped, that my preceptor would 
give up his opinion as indefenfible, if a perfon of the lawyer’s ex- 
perience fhould declare againft it. My coufin was accordingly 
made umpire in the debate ; and after he had heard the arguments 
on both fides, he declared againft my becoming a farmer: he faid 
it would be an aét of injuftice to bury my parts and learning in 
the obfcurity of rural life ;* becaufe, if produced to the world, they 

would 
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would probably be rewarded with wealth and diftinction. My 
preceptor imagined the queftion was now finally determined in his 
favour; and being obliged to vifit one of his parifhioners that was 
fick, he gave me a look of congratulation as he went out, and I 
perceived his cheek glow with a flufh of triumph, and his eye 
{parkle with tears of delight. 


Bur he had no fooner left the room, than my coufin gave the 
converfation another turn: he told my father, that though he had 
oppofed his making me a farmer, he was not an advocate for my 
becoming.-a parfon; for that to make a young fellow a parfon, 
without being able to procure him a living, was to make him a 
beggar: he then made fome witty reflexions on the old gentleman 
who was juft gone out; ‘‘ Nobody, he faid, could queftion his having 
“‘ been put to a bad trade, who confidered his circumftances now 
“he had followed it forty years.” And after fome other fprightly 
fallies,;which though they made my father laugh, made me tremble; 
he clapped him upon the fhoulder, “ If you have a mind your boy 
“ fhould make a figure in life, old gentleman,” fays he, “ put him 
“clerk to me: my lord chancellor King was no better than the 
“ fon of a country fhopkeeper ; and my matter gave a man of much 
‘< greater eminence many a half crown when he was an attorney’s 
“ clerk in the next chambers to mine. What fay you? fhall I 
“take him up with me or no?” My father, who had liftened to 
this propofal with great eagernefs, as foon as my .coufin had done 
{peaking, cried ‘* A match ;” and immediately gave him his hand, 
in token of his confent. Thus the bargain was ftruck, and my fate 
determined before my tutor came back. 


Ir was in vain that he afterwards objected to the character -of 
my new mafter, and exprefied the moft dreadful apprehenfions at 
my becoming an attorney’s clerk, and entering into the fociety of 
wretches who had been reprefented to him, and perhaps not un- 
juftly, as the moft profligate upon earth: they do not, indeed, 
become worfe than others, merely as clerks; but as young per- 
fons, who with more money to {pend in the gratification of appe- 
tite, are fooner than others abandoned to their own conduct: ‘for 
though they are taken from under the protection of .a parent, -yet 

: ‘being 
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being fcarce confidered as in a ftate of fervitude, they are not fuf- 
ficiently reftrained by the authority of a matter. 


My father had conceived of my coufin as the beft natured man 
‘in the world; and probably was intoxicated with the romantic 
hope, of living to fee me upon the Bench in Weftminfter-hall, or 
of meeting me on the circuit lolling in my own coach, and attended 
by a crowd of the inferior inftruments of juftice. He was not there- 
fore to be moved either by expoftulation or intreaty ; and I fet out 
‘with my coufin on horfeback, to meet the ftage at a town within 
a few miles, after having taken leave of my father, with a ten- 
dernefs that meited us both; and. received from the hoary faint his 
laft inftructions and benediction, and at length the parting em- 
brace, which was given with the filent ardor of unutterable withes, 
and repeated with tears that could no longer be fuppreffed or 
concealed. v. Fe - 

WHEN we were feated in the .coach, my coufin began to 
make himfelf merry with the regret and difcontent that he per- 
ceived in my countenance, at leaving a cowhoufe, a hogftye, and 
two old grey-pates, who were contending whether I thould be 
buried in a farm or a college: but I who had never heard either 
my father or my tutor treated with irreverence, could not conceal 
my difpleafure and refentment: but he ftill continued to rally my 
country fimplicity with many allufions which I did not then un- 
derftand, but which greatly delighted the reft of the company. 
The fourth day brought us to our journey’s end, and my matter, 
as {oon as we reached his chambers, fhook me by the hand,. and 
bid me welcome to the Temple. 


He had been fome years a widower, and his only ‘child a 
daughter being ftill ata boarding fchool, his family confifted only 
of a man and maid fervant and myfelf ; for though he had two 
hired clerks, yet they lodged and boarded themfelves. The horrid 
leudnefs and profanenefs of thefe fellows terrified and difgufted 
me; nor could I believe that my mafter’s property and intereft 
could be fafely intrufted with men, who in every refpect appeared 
to be fo deftitute of virtue and religion: I, therefore, thought it 


my 
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my duty to apprife him of his danger; and accordingly one day 
when we were at dinner, I communicated my fufpicion, and the 
reafons upon which it was founded. The formal folemnity with 
which I introduced this converfation, and the air of importance 
which I gave to my difcovery, threw him into a violent fit of 
laughter, which ftruck me dumb with confufion and aftonifhment. 
As foon as he recovered humfelf, he told me, that though his 
clerks might ufe fome expreffions that I had not been accuftomed 
to hear, yet he believed them to be very honeft; and that he placed 
more confidence in them, than he would in a formal prig, of 
whom he knew nothing buat that he went every morning and 
evening to prayers, and faid grace befote and after meat; that as 
to (wearing, they meant no harm; and as he did not doubt but 
that every young fellow liked a girl, it was better they thould joke 
about it than be hypocritical and fly: not that he would bs © 
thought to fufpect my integrity, or to blame me for pradtices, which 
he knew to be merely effects of the bigotry and fuperftition in 
which I had been educated, and not the difguifes of cunning or 
the fubterfuges of guilt. 


I was greatly mortified at my coufin’s behaviour on this occa- 
fion, and wondered from what eaufe it could proceed, and why 
he fhould fo lightly pafs over thofe vices in others, from which 
he abftained himfelf; for I had. never heard him {wear; and as 
his expreffions were not obfcene, ] imagined his converfation was 
chafte; in which, however, my ignorance deceived me, and it 
was not long before I had reafon to change my opinion of his 
character. 
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TUESDAY, December 19, 1752. 
a a 
Sic omnia fatis 
In pejus ruere, ac retro fublapfa referrt. 

Non aliter quam qui adverfo vix flumine kembum 
Remigiis fubigit: fi brachia forte remifit, 
Atque illum in preceps pronorapit alveus amni. ——-VIRG. 


at his chambers, a lady who had fomething in 
her manner which caught my attention and ex- 
cited my curiofity : her cloaths were fine, but 
the manner in which they were put on was 
Nose, rather flaunting than elegant; her drefs was 
ar Lis not eafy nor polite, but feemed to be a ftrange 
mixture of affected ftate and licentious familiarity ; fhe looked in 
the glafs while fhe was {peaking to me, and without any confufion 
adjufted her tucker ; and fhe feemed rather pleafed than difconcerted at 
O 


being 


$= HERE came one morning to enquire for him 


“e 
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being regarded with earneftnefs. Being told that my coufin was 
abroad, fhe afked fome trifling queftions, and then making a flight 
curffey, took up the fide of her hoop witha jerk that difcovered 
at leat half her leg, and hurricd down {tairs. | 


I could not help enquiring of the clerks, if they knew this lady; 
and was greatly confounded when they told me with an air of fe- 
crecy, that fhe was my coufin’s miftrefs, whom he had kept al- 
moft two years in lodgings near Covent-garden. At firft I fufpected 
this information, but it was foon confirmed by fo many circum- 
flances, that I could no longer doubt of its truth. 


As my principles were yet untainted, and the influence of my 
education was ftill ftrong, I regarded my coufin’s fentiments as im- 
pious and deteftable; and his example sather {truck me with hor 
ror, than feduced me to imitation: I flattered myfelf with hopes 
of effecting his reformation, and took every opportunity to hint the 
wickednefs of allowed incontinence; for which. I was always ral- 
lied when he was difpofed to be merry, and anfwered with the 
contemptuous fneer of felf-{ufficiency when he was fullen. 


NeEAR four years of my clerkfhip were naw expired, and I had 
never yet entercd the lifts as a difputant with my coufin: for tho’ 
I concéived myfelf to be much his fuperior in moral and theolo- 
gical learning, and though he often admitted me to familiar conver- 
fation,. yet I fill regarded the {ubordination of a fervant to a 
mafter, as one of the duties of my ftation, and preferved it with 
fuch exactnefs, that I never exceeded a queftion or a hint when we 
were alone, and was.always filent when he had company; tho’ I 
frequently heard, fuch pofitions advanced, as made me wonder that 
no tremendous token of the divine difpleafure immediately fol- 
lowed : but coming one night from the tavern,warm with wine, and, 
as I imagined, flufhed with polemic fuccefs, he infifted upon my 
taking one glafs with him before he went to bed ; and almoft as 
foon as we were feated, he gave me a formal challenge, by de- 
nying all divine revelation, and defying me to prove it. 


I now confidered every diftinGion as thrown down, and ftood 
forth as the champion of religion, with that elation of mind which 
the hero always feels at the approach of danger. J thought myfelf 
fecure of victory ; and rejoicing that he had ‘now compelled me to 
do what 1 had often wifhed he would permit, £ obliged him to 
declare that he would difpute upon equal terms, and we began 
the debate. But it was not long before I was aftonifhed to find 
my felf confounded by a man, whom I faw half drunk, and whofe 

- learns 
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learning and abilities 1 defpifed when he was fober; for as I had 
but very lately difcovered that any of the principles of religion, 
from the immortality of the foul to the decpeft myftery, had been 
fo much as queftioned, all his obje@tions were new. I was af- 
faulted where J had made no preparation for defence ; and having 
not been fo much accuftomed to difputation, as toconfider that in 
the prefent weaknefs of human intellects, it is much eafier to obje@ 
than an{wer, and thatin every difquifition difficulties are found which 
cannot be refolved, 1 was overborne by the fudden onfet, and in 
the tumult of my fearch after an{wers to his cavils, forgot to prefs 
the pofitive arguments on which religion is eftablifhed: he took 
advantage of my confufion, proclaimed his own triumph, and be- 
caufe ] was deprefied, treated me as vanquithed. 


As the event which had thus mortified my pride, was perpetu- 
ally revolved in my mind, the fame miftake ftill continued: I in- 
quired for folutions inftead of proofs, and found myfelf more and 
more entangled in the {nares of fophiftry: in fome other con. 
‘verfations which my coufin was now eager to begin, new difficul- 
ties were ftarted, the labyrinth of doubt grew more intricate, and 
as the queftion was of infinite moment, my mind was brought in- 
to the moft diftrefsful anxiety. I ruminated incefflantly on the 
fubjects of our debate, fametimes chiding myfelf for my doubts, 
and fometimes applauding the courage and freedom of my inquiry. 


WHILE my mind was in this ftate, I heard by accident.that 
there was a club at an alehoufe in the neighbourhood, where fuch 
fubje@ts were freely debated, to which every body was admitted 
without fcruple or formality: to this club in an evil hour I refolved 
to go, that I might learn how knotty points were to be difcuffed, 
and truth diftinguifhed from error. 


ACCORDINGLY on the next club night I mingled withthe 
multitude that was affembled in this fchool of folly and infidelity : 
I was at firft difgufted at the grofs ignorance of fome, and fhocked 
at the horrid blafphemy of others; but curiofity prevailed, and 
my fenfibility by degrees wore off. 1 found that almoft every 
fpeaker had a different opinion, which fome of them fupported 
with arguments, that, to me whe was utterly unacquainted with 
difputation, appeared ta hold oppofite probabilities in exact equi- 
poife; fo that, inftead of being confirmed in any principle, I was 
divefted of all; the perplexity of my mind was increafed, and I 
contracted fuch a habit of queftioning whatever offered itfelf to my 
imagination, that ] almoft doubted of my own exiftence. 


In 


IN proportion as I was lefs affured in my principles, I was lef 
circumfpect in my conduct: but fuch was ftill the force of educa- 
tion, that any grofs violence offered.to that which I had held facred, 
and every.act which I had been ufed to regard as incurring the for- 
feiture of the divine favour, ftung me with remorfe. I was indeed 
{till reftrained from flagitious immorality, by the power of habit: but 
this power grew weaker and weaker, and the natural propenfity to 
ill gradually took place; as the motion that is communicated to a 
ball which is ftruck up into the air, becomes every moment lefs and 
lefs, till at length it recoils by its own weight. | | 


- Fear and hope, the great fprings of human action, had now loft: 
their principal objects, as I doubted whether the enjoyment of the 
prefent moment was not all that I could fecure; my power to re- 
fift temptation diminifhed with my dependance upon the grace 
of Gop, and regard to the fanction of his law; and I was firit fe- 


duced by a proftitute, in my return from a declamation on the 


beauty of virtue and the ftrength of the moral fenfe. 


I began now to give myfelf up intirely to fenfuality, and the- 
aratification of appetite terminated my profpects of felicity: that: 
peace of mind, which is the funfhine of the foul, was exchanged’ 


for the gloom of doubt, and the ftorm of paffion; and my confi- 


dence in Gop.and hope of everlafting joy, for fudden terrors and- 


vain wifhes, the loathings of fatiety and the anguith of difappoint- 
ment. : So & 


- I was indeed impatient under this fluctuation of opinion, and 
therefore I applied to a gentleman who was a principal fpeaker at the 
club, .and deemed a. profound philofopher, to affift the labours of 


my own mind in the inveftigation of truth, and relieve me from - 


diftraction by removing my doubts: but this gentleman, inftead of 
admmiftering relief, lamented the prejudice of education, which 
he faid hindered me from yielding without referve to the force of 


truth, and might perhaps always keep my mind anxious, though | 


my judgment fhould be convinced: but as the moft effectual remedy 
for this deplorable evil, he recommended to me the works of Chubb, 
Morgan, and many others, which | procured and read with great 
eagernefs; and though I was not at laft a found deift, yet 1 per- 
cieved with fome pleafure that my ftock of polemic knowledge was 
greatly increafed; fo that, inftead of being an auditor, I commenced 
a fpeaker at the-club:.and though to ftand up and babble to a crowd 
in an alehoufe, till filence is commanded by the ftroke of a ham- 
mer, 1s as low an ambition as can taint the human mind; yet I was 
_ much elevated by my new diftinétion, and pleafed with the defe- 
rence 
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rence that was paid to my judgment: I fometimes, indeed} re- 
flected, that I was propagating opinions by which. I had myfelf: 
become:vicious and wretched: but it immediately occurred, that: 
though my conduct was changed, it:could-not be ‘proved that. my? 
virtue was Icfs; becaufe many: things’ which I avoided’ as’ vicious: 
upon my old principles, were innocent upon my new, I thercfore: 
‘went.on.in my career, and was perpetually racking’ my invention! 
for new topics and illuftrations; and among other expedients, aswell! 
‘to advance my reputation, as to quiet my confcience: and: deliver? 
me from the torment of remorfe; I thought. of the: following: 


Havine learned that all error-is innocent,. becaufe: it-isiinvol iris 
tary, I concluded, that nothing more was neccflary to quiet the 
mind,. than.to prove that: all'vice was. error: I: therefore fornied 
the following:argument;. “* No man becomes ‘vicious, but: froma 
“ belief that vice will confer happinefs: - he: may, -irideed, have been# 
«€ told the.contrary ;: but implicit:faithiis not reqalred’ of-reafonable? 
“beings: therefore, as every marr ought to feek happinefs,- every 
“ man may lawfully make the experiment ;_if!He-isdifappaiared, it! 
“¢ is plain that he did ‘not‘intend ‘that-which-has happened? fo thie? 


“ every vice is an-errors, and therefore:no vice willbe punithed?’’~ 


L communicated this: ingenious contrivance tomy’ friend the phi- 
lofopher, who, inftead of detecting the difference between ignorance’ 
and. perverfenefs, or” {tating the limitations: within which we ‘are’ 
bound to feek our own: happinels,.. applauded : the acutenefs+ of" 
my penetration, and. the: force. of my reafoning: I was intpa+- 
ticnt to difplay fo novel:and important’ a-difcovery: to the: club, ' 
and the attention that:it: drew upon mie gratified! my: ambition, 
to the utmoft of my expectation: I. had indeed fome’ opponents ;- 
but they were fo little {killed in argumentation, and fo ignorant‘of 
the fubjeét, that it only rendered my conqueft more fignal and 
important; for the chairman fummed up the arguments on both 
fides, with fo exact and fcrupulous an impartiality, that as I ap- 
peared not to have been confuted, thofe who could not difcover the 
weaknefs of my antagonifts, thought that to confute me was im- 
poffible; my fophiftry was taken for demonftration, and the num- 
ber of profelytes was incredible. The affembly confifted chiefly 
of clerks and apprentices, young perfons who had received a reli- 
cious though not a liberal education; for thofe who were totally 
ignorant, or wholly abandoned, troubled not themfelves with fuch 
difputations as were carried on at our club: and thefe unhappy 
boys, the impetuofity of whofe paffions was reftrained chiefly by 
fear, as virtue had not yet become a habit, were glad to have the 


fhackles ftruck off which they were told prieftcratt had put on. 


Der 
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' Bur however I might fatisfy others, I was not vet fatished my 
felf; my torment returned, and new opiates became neceffary: they 
were not indeed eafily to be found; but fuch was my good fortune, 
that an illiterate mechanic afforded me a moft feafonable relief, by 
difcufiing the important queftion, and demonftrating that the foul was 
not nor could be immortal. 1 was, indeed, difpofed to believe 
without the fevereft {crutiny, what I now began fecretly to with ; 
for fuch was the ftate of my mind, that I was willing to give up 
the hope of everlafting happinefs, to be delivered from the dread 
of perpetual mifery; and as I thought of dying as a remote event, 
the apprehenfion of lofing my exiftence with my life, did not much 
interrupt the pleafures of the bagnio and the tavern. 


THEY were, however, interrupted by another caufe; for I con- 
tracted a diftemper, which alarmed and terrified me, in proportion 
as its progrefs was {wift, and its confequences were dreadful. In this 
diftrefs I applied to a young furgeon, who was a {peaker at the club, 
and gained a genteel fubfiftance by keeping it in repair: he treated 
my complaint as a trifle; and to prevent any ferious reflexions in 
this interval of pain and folitude, he rallied the deplorable length 
of my countenance, and exhorted me to behave like a man. 


My pride, rather than my fear, made me very folicitous to con- 
ceal this diforder from my coufin; but he foon difcovered it rather 
with pleafure than anger, as it compleated his triumph, and afforded 
him a new fubject of raillery and merriment. By the fpiritual and 
corporeal affiftance of my furgeon, I was at length reftored to my 
health, with the fame diffolute morals, and a refolution to perfue 
my pleafures with more caution: inftead, therefore, of hiring a pro- 
7 I now endeavoured to feduce the virgin, and corrupt the 
wife, 
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Admonet, et magna teftatur voce per umbras: 
Difcite juptitiam moniti, et non temnere Divos. — V1RG. 


6 N thefe attempts my new principles afforded ‘me 
@ great afliftance: for I found that thofe whom I 
could convert, I could eafily debauch; and that 
to convert many, nothing more was neceffary 
than to advance my principles, and allege fome- 
thing in defence of them, by which I appeared. 

to are sane ne myfelf; for not being able to difpute, they thought 
that. the argument which had convinced me, would, if they could 
underftand it, convince them; fo that, by yielding an implicit 
affent, they at once paid a complement to their own judgments, 
and {moothed the way to the indulgence of appetite. 
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Wut e I was thus gratifying every inordinate defire, and paffing 
from one degree of guilt to another, my coufin determined to take 
his daughter, who was now in her nineteenth year, from {chool ; 
and as he intended to make her miftrefs of his family, he quitted 

his chambers and took a houfe. 


‘Tuts young lady I had frequently feen and always admired; fhe 
was therefore no fooner come home than I endeavoured to recom- 
mend myfelf by a thoufand aftiduities, and rejoiced in the many op- 
portunities that were afforded me to entertain her alone; and. .per- 
ceived that fhe was not ee with ay pony: nor punlenntle 
to my complaffance. 


My coufin, though he had feen the effects of his documents 
of infidelity in the corruption of my morals, yet could not forbear 
to {neer at religion in the prefence of his daughter ; a practice in 
which I now always concurred, as it facilitated the execution of a 
defign that I had formed of rendering her fubfervient to my 
pleafures. I might, indeed, have married her, and perhaps my 
coufin fecretly intended that I fhould : but I knew women too well 
to think that marriage would confine my withes to a fingle objet; 
and I was utterly averfe to a ftate, in’ which the pleafure of variety 
muft be facrificed to domeftic ‘quiet, or domeftic quiet to the 
pleature of varicty ; for I neither imagined that I could long in- 
dulgé myfelf in'an unlawful ienitadey with many women, be- 
fore it would by fome accident be difcovered to my wife; nor that 
fhe would be fo very courteous or philofophical, as to fuffer this 
indulgence without expoftulation and clamour: and befides, ‘Thad 
‘no liking to a brood of children; whofe wants would foon become 
-importunate, and whofe claim to my induftry and frugality would 
be univerfally acknowledged; though the offspring of a miftrefs 
“might be abandonned to Bocca without breach of the law, or 
offence to focicty. 


Tre young lady onthe contrary, as fhe perceived that my ad- 
drefies exceeded common civilities, did not queftion but that my 
view was to obtain her for a wife, and I could difcern that fhe 


often expected fuch a declaration, and feemed difappointed that 1 
, had 
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had not yet propofed an application to her father: but imagining, 
I fuppofe, that thefe circumftances were only delayed till the fitteft 


opportunity, fhe did not fcruple to admit all the freedoms that 


were confiftent with modefty ; and I drew every day nearer to the 


-accomplifhment of my defign by infenfible approaches, without 


alarming her fear, or confirming her hopes. 


I knew that only two things were neceflary; her paffions were 


to be inflamed, and the motives from which they were to be fup- 


prefled, removed. I was therefore perpetually infinuating, that 


nothing which was natural could be ill ; I complained of the impo- 


fitions and reftraints of prieftcraft and fuperftition ; and, as if thefe 
hints were cafual and accidental, I would immediately afterwards 


_fing a tender fong, repeat fome feducing verfes, or read a novel. 


Bur henceforward, let never infulted beauty admit a fecond 
time into her prefence the wretch, who has once attempted to ri- 


-dicule religion, and fubftitute other aids to human frailty, ‘for ‘that 
love of Gop whichis better than life, and that fear which isthe beginning 
of wifdom: for whoever makes fuch an attempt, intends to betray ; 
the contrary conduét being without queftion the intereft of every 
one whofe intentions are good, becaufe .even thofe ‘who profanely 


deny religion-to be of -divine origin, do yet acknowledge that it is 
a political inftitution well calculated to. ftrengthen. the band of {o- 
ciety, and to keep out the ravager by intrenching innocence and 
arming virtue. To oppofe thefe corrupters by argument rather than 
contempt, is to parley with a users, who may be excluded 7 
{hutting a door. 7 


My coufin’s daughter ufed frequently to difpute with me, and 
thefe difputes always favoured the execution of my project: though, 
left I fhould alarm her too much, I often affected to appear half 
in jeft; and when I ventured to take any liberty, by which the 
bounds of modefty were fomewhat invaded, I fuddenly defitted 
with an air of eafy negligence; and as the attempt was not perfucd, 
and nothing farther feemed to be intended tnan was done, it was re- 
garded but as waggery, and punifhed only with a flap or a frown. 
‘Thus fhe became familiar with infidelity and indecency by degrees. 
| J 
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I once fubtHy engaged her mn a debate, whether the gratifi- 
cation of natural appetites was in itfelf innocent ; and whether, if 
fo, the want of external ceremony could tn any cafe render it 
criminal. I infifted that virtue and vice were not influenced by ex- 
ternal ceremonies, nor founded upon human laws, which were ar- 
bitrary, temporary and lacal: and that as a young lady’s fhutting 
herfelf up ina nunnery was ftill evil, though enjoined by fuch 
laws; fo the tran{mitting her beauty to pofterity was ftill good, 
though under certain circumftances it had by fuch laws been for- 
bidden. This the affected utterly to deny, and I propofed that the 
queftion fhould be referred to her papa,- without informing him 
of our debate, and that it fhould be determined by his opinion ; 
a propofal to which fhe readily agreed. 1 immediately ad- 
verted to other fubjects, as if 1 had no intereft in the iffue of our 
debate ; but I could perceive that it funk deep into her mind, and 
that fhe continued more thoughtful than ufual. 


I did not however fail to introduce a fuitable topic of difcourfe 
the next time my coufin was prefent, and having ftated the 
queftion in general terms, he gave itin my favour, without fufpecting 
that he was judge in his own caufe; and the next time I was alone 
with his daughter, without mentioning his decifion, I renewed my 
familiarity, I found her refiftance lefs refolute, perfued my advan- 
tage, and compleated her ruin. 


WitTHin a few months fhe perceived that the was with child ; 
a circumftance that fhe communicated to me with expreffions of 
the moft piercing diftrefs: but inftead of confenting to marry her, 
to which fhe had often urged me with all the little arts of perfua- 
fion that fhe could practice, J made light of the affair, chid her for 
being fo much alarmed at fo trivial an accident, and propofed a me- 
dicine which I told her would effectually prevent the difcovery of 
our intercourfe, by deftroying the effect of it before it could appear. 
At this propofition fhe fainted, and when fhe recovered, oppofed it 
with terror and regret, with tears, trembling and entreaty; but I 
continued inflexible, and at length, either removed or over ruled her 


Acruples by the fame arguments, that had firft feduced her to guilt. 
THE 
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TueE long vacation was now commenced, and my cierkfhip was 
juft expired: I therefore propofed to my coufin that we fhould all 
make a vifit to my father, hoping that the fatigue of the journey 

would favour my purpofe, by increafing the effect of the medicine, 
and accounting for an indifpofition which it might be fuppofed te 
caufe. 


Tue plan being thus concerted, and my coufin’s concurrence being 
obtained, it was immediately put in execution. I applied to my 
old friend-the club furgeon, to whom I made no fecret of fuch 
affairs, and he immediately furnifhed me with medicaments, which 
he affured me would anfwer my purpofe: but either by a miftake 
in the preparation, or in the quantity, they produced a diforder 
which, foon after the dear injured unhappy girl arrived at her 
journey’s end, terminated in her death. 


- My confufion and remorfe at this event are not to be expreffed, 
‘but confufion and remorfe were fuddenly changed into aftonifhment 
and terror; for fhe was {carce dead before I was taken into cuftody, 
upon fufpicion of murder. Her father had depofed, that juft before 
fhe died, fhe defired to fpeak to him in private; and that then, — 
taking his hand and intreating his forgivenefs, fhe told him that fhe 
was with child by me, and that I had poifoned her under pretence 
of preferving her reputation. 


WueETuer fhe made this declaration, or only confeffed the truth, 
and her father, to revenge the injury had forged thereft, cannot now 
be known; but the coroner having been fummoned, the body viewed, 
and found to have been pregnant, with many marks of a violent 
and uncommon diforder, a verdict of wilful murder was brought 
in againft me, and I was committed to the county goal. 


As the judges were then upon the circuit, I-was within lefs than 
a fortnight convicted and condemned. by the zeal of the jury, 
whofe: paffions had been fo greatly. inflamed by the enormity of the 
crime with which I had been charged, that they were rather wil- 
ling that I fhould fuffer being innocent, than that I fhould efcape 
being guilty: but it appears to the judge ia the courfe of the 


trial 


e 
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Oo 
trial that murder was not jntended, he reprieved me before he left 
‘the town. 


a | might now have redeemed the time, and, awakened to a fenfe 
of my folly and my guilt, might have made fome reparation to 
mankind for the injury which I had done to fociety, and en- 
deavoured to rekindle fome {park of hope in my own breaft, by 
xepentance and devotion. But alas! in the firft tran{pacts of my 
mind, upon fo fudden and unexpected a calamity, the fear of death 
yielded to the fear of infamy, and I {wallowed poifon: the excefs 
ef my defperation hindered its immediate effect; for, as I took too 
much, great part of it was thrown up, and only fuch a quantity 
remained behind, as was fufficient to infure my deftrution, and 
yet leave me time to contemplate the horrors of the gulph into 
which I am finking. 


. In this deplorable fituation Ihave been vifited by the furgeon who 
was the immediate inftrument of my misfortune, and the philofopher 
who directcd my ftudies: but thefe are friends who only rouge mie 
to keener fenfibility, and inflict upon me more exquifite torment. 
They reproach me with folly, and upbrajd me with cowardice; 
they tell me tao, that the fear of death has made me regret the 
errors of fuperftition: but what would I now give for thofe erro- 
neous hopes, and that credulous fimplicity, which, though I have been 
taught to defpife them, would fuftain me in the tremendous hour 
that approaches, and avert from my laft agony the horrors of def, pair. 


| — indeed a vifitor of another kind, the goad old man who 
firlt taught me to frame a prayer, and firft animated me with the 
hope of heaven: but he can only lament with me that this hope 
will not return, and that J can pray with confidence no more: he 
cannot by a fudden miracle re-eftablifh the principles which I have 
fubverted; my mind is all doubt, and terror, and confufion; I 
know nothing but that I have rendered ineffeQual the clemency of 
my judge, that the approach of death is fwift and inevitable, and that 
either the (hades of everlafting night or the gleams of unquenchable 
fire are at hand. My foul in vain fhrinks backward; I grow giddy 
“with the thought: the next moment is.diftraftion! Farewell, 
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Inventum medicina meum eff —— OviD. 


Wie S no man more abhors the’maxim, which afftms 
g the lawfulnefs of doing evil to produce good; 
than myfelf, Ifhall ‘fpare no falfhood, becaufe 
» it has*been rendered fubfervient to political pur- 
pofes, nor concur in the deception ‘of man- 


Kind, or for the'fervice of the ftate. 


Wuen the public liberty has been thought in fo much danger, 
as to make it neceflary to expofe life in its defence ; we have been 


Q. | told 
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told that life is the inferior bleffing; that death is more ‘eligible 
than flavery; and that to hold the contrary opinion, is not only 
abfurd but infamous. : 


Tus, however, whether it was the rant of enthufiafm or the 
infinuation of cunning, contradicts the voice of reafon and the 
general confent of mankind. The far greater part of the human 
{pecies are confeffed to live in a ftate of flavifh fubjeCtion; and 
there is fcarce any part of the globe where that which an Englifh- 
man calls liberty, is to be found; and yet it does not appear, that 
there is any place in which the attachment to life is diffolved, - or 
that defpotifm and tyranny ever provoked fuicide to depopulate 
their dominions. It may be faid that wretches who have never 
been free, fuffer patiently becaufe they are ftrangers to enjoyment ; | 
but it muft be remembered, that our heroes of liberty, whether 
Bucks or Bloods, or of whatever other denamination, when by 
fome creditor of flavifh principles they have .been locked up in a 
‘prifon, never ye petitioned to be hanged. 


_ Bur though to every eavoat life is of greater value than. 
liberty; yet health and eafe are of greater value than life. Though 
jollity may fometimes be found in the cell of the prifoner, it never 
enters the chambers of the fick; over pain and ficknefs, the {weet- 
nefs of mufic, the {prightlinefs of humour, and the delicacies of 
luxury have no power. ‘Without health life is mifery ;-and death, 
as it removes pofitive evil, is-at leaft a negative-good. Among the 
many advantages, therefore, which are confefled:to be peculiar to 
Great Britain, the higheft {urely is the numberof medicines that 
are difpenfed in this metropolis; :medicines which infallibly remove 
every difeafe, by which the value.of life is annihilated, and death 


rendered a blefiing. 


Ir has been obferved by naturalifts, that every climate produces 
plants peculiarly adapted to remove its peculiar difeafes; and 
by moralifts, that good and evil are univerfally diftributed with 

2B 
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an equal hand: my fubje&t affords a remarkable inftance of the 
truth of thefe obfervations: for without this extraordinary inter- 
pofition of medical power, we fhould not only be the moft loath- 
fome, debilitated, and difeafed of all mortals; but our country 
would foon become defolate, or, what is yet worfe, a province to 


France. 


Or this no doubt will remain, if it be confidered, that the 
medicines, from which we are told almoft every noble family in 
the kingdom has received benefit, are fuch as invigorate, cleanfe, and 
Seautify: for if our nobility are impotent, loathfome, and hideous, 
in what condition are thofe who are expofed to the viciffitudes of 
wet and dry, and cold and heat, which in this climate are fudden 
and frequent? in what condition are thofe who fweat at the fur- 
nace, or delve in the mine, who draw in peftilential fumes at every 
‘breath, and admit an enemy to life at every pore? If a being 
whofe perfpicacity could difcover effects yet flumbering in their 
.caufes, would perceive the future peers of this realm corked clofe 
in a vial, or rolled up in a pill; or if, while yet more diftant, they 
ewould appear rifing in the vapour of an alembic, or agitated in the 
‘vortex-of a mortar; from whence muf{t we expect thofe who fhould 
thereafter fupply the fleet, the manufactory, or the field? 


_ Bur the good that would flow ina thoufand ftreams to the com- 

‘munity from thefe fountains of health, and vigour, and beauty, 
is in fome degree intercepted, by the envy or folly of perfons who 

‘ have at a great expence crowded the city: with buildings called 
hofpitals; in which thofe who have ‘been long taught to mangle 
the dead, practife the fame horrid arts upon the living; and where 
a cancer or a gangrene produce the amputation of a limb, though 
a cure for the cancer might have been purchafed in Fleet-Street 
for a fhilling, and a powder that inftantly {tops the progrefs of a 
gangrene, upon Tower-Hill for fixpence. In hofpitals difeates are 
not cured, ‘but rendered incurable.: and.thaugh .of this the public 
has 
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thas been often advertifed by Mr. Robert Ratfey, who gives advice 
to the poor in Billiter-Lane; yet hofpitals are ftill filled, and new 
donations are made. Mc. Ratfey has indeed himfelf contributed to 
this evil; for he promifes to cure even thofe who have been thus 
rendered incurable: .a refource, therefore, is ftill left, and the vulgar 
will be encouraged to throw themfelves i into an hofpital, in compli- 
ance with their prejudices, by reflecting that after all they can make 


the experiment which ought to have been their firft choice. 


I would not. be thought to dictate to the legiflature; but I think 
that all: perfons, efpecially this gentleman, fhould be prohibited 
from curing thefe incurable patients by act of parliament; though 
Lhope.that he will, after thisnotice, reftrain the firft ardour of his 
benevolence, by reflecting that a conduct which may be mercy to 
ene, will be.cruelty tomany; and that in his future advertifements 
this dangerous promife will not be repeated. 


Tuts ifland has been. long famous for difeafes which are not 
known in any other part of the world; and my predeceffor, the 
SPECTATOR, has taken notice of a perfon, who in his time, among 
other-ftrange.maladies, undertook to cure long fea-voyages and cam- 
paigns. If I cannot acquaint-my readers with any -new difeafe that 
1S equally aftonifhing, I can record a method of cure, which 
though it was not fuccefsful, yet deferves to.be remembered for farther 


experiments. | 


Tue minifter, the overfeer, and the churchwarden of a parith 
in Kent, after fetting forth the mifery of a young man -who was 
afflicted with a — —_— to addrefs the public in the fol- 
lowing terms: 


«¢ His friends applied to feveral gentlemen for a-cure, but 
“ all proved ineffectual, and wore a trufs, till we fent him to 
“© Mr. Woodward at the Ring’ s Arms, near ar Half-moon-ftreet, 


et “« Picadilly.” ae 
| pial Ir 
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Ir appears, therefore, that feveral gentlemen, in the zeal of their 
compaffion, not only applied for advice, but actually wore a trufs 
“for this unfortunate youth; who would, notwithftanding, {till 
have continued to languifh in great mifery, if they had not at laft 
Jent him to Mr. Woodward. | 


_ AFTER this inftance of generous compaffion and true public fpirit, 
it will be juft to remark the condu& of perfons who have filled a 
much more elevated flation, who have been appointed guardians 
of the people, and whofe obligation to promote their happinefs 
was therefore mare complicated and extenfive, 


‘Lam told that formerly a patent could not be obtained for dif- 
penfing thefe infallibleremedies, at a lefs expence than fixty pounds; 
and yet that, without a patent, counterfeits are impofed upon the 
public, ‘by which difeafes are rendered more malignant, and death 
precipitated. Iam, however, very unwilling to believe that the 
legiflature ever refufed to permit others to {natch ficknefS and de- 
crepitude from the grave, without receiving fo exorbitant a con- 


fideration. 


ArT prefent a patent may be obtained for a much more reafon- 
able fum; and it is not worth while to enquire, whether this tax 
upon health ever fubfifted, as it is now too light to be felt: but 
our enemies, if they cannot intercept the licence to do good, ftill 
Jabour to render it ineffectual. 


THEY infinuate, that though.a patent is known to give a fanc- 
tion to the medicine, and to beregarded by the vulgar as a certi- 
ficate of its virtue; yet that, for the cuftomary fee, a patent may 
be obtained to difpenfe poifon: for if the noftrum itflf is a fecret, 
its qualities cannot be otherwife known than by its effects; and 
concerning its effects no inquiry is made. 


Tuus 
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Tuus it appears that the Jefuits, who formerly did us fo much 
mifchief, are ftill bufy in this kingdom: for who elfe could pro-. 
pagate fo invidious a reproach for fo deftructive a purpofe ? 


But the web‘of fubtilty is fometimes fo extremely attenuated, 
that it is broken by its own weight; and if thefe implacable ene- 
mies of our church and ftate had atternpted: lefs, they would 
have effected mote: for who cati believe, that thofe names, which 
fhould always be. read with a fenfe of duty dnd obligation, were 
ever proftituted in public advertifements, fora paultry fum, to the 
purpofes of wretches who defraud the poor of their money, and 
the fick of their life, by difpenfing as remedies, drugs that are ei- 
ther ineffetual or pernicious, and precluding, fill it is too late, more 
effectual affiftance. To believe this, would be as ridiculous as to - 
doubt, whether an attempt was made to cure Mr. Woodward’ 5 pa- 
tient, by applying truffles to the abdomen. of his friends, after it 
has been fo often. and fo “publicly afferted in an advertifement, 
figned by perfons of unqueftioned veracity ; ; perfons who were 
probably among the number of thofe by whom truffles were. worn, 
and might firft think of applying to Mr. Woodward, upon per- 
ceiving that a remedy which was fo troublefome to them, produced 
no apparent: effe& upon: the patient. For my own ‘pait, I 
never hear the cavils of fophiftry with patience; but'when they 
are ufed to bring calamity upon my country, my indignation knows 
no bounds. Let us unite againft the arts as well as the power of 
our enemies, and continue to improve all the advantages of our 
conftitution and our climate; and we cannot fail to fecure health, 
vigour, and longevity, from which . the wreath of glory and the 


treafures of opulence derive all their value. 


Saag eis 
tat we as 
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SATURDAY, December 30, 1752. 


Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. VIRG. 


af SDN HAVE obferved in a former paper, sect the 
iis relation of events is a fpecies of writing which 

affords more general entertainment than any 
Swe other: and to afford entertainment, appears to. 
ae have been often the principal if not the only 
defign of thofe by whom events have been related. 


Ir mutt, indeed, be confeffed, that when truths are to be re- 
corded, little is left to the choice of the writer ; a few pages of the 
book. of nature or of providence, are before him; and if he tran- 


{cribes with fidelity, he is not to be blamed, if in this fragment 
R good 
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good and evil do not appear to be always diftributed as reward and 


punifhment. 


BuT it is juftly expected of the writer of fiction, who has un- 
— bounded liberty to felect, to vary, and to complicate, that his plan 
fhould be compleat, that he fhould principally confider the moral 
tendency of his work, and that when he relates events he fhould 


teach virtue. 


Tue relation of events becomes a moral lecture, when vicious 
actions produce mifery, and vicious charaCters incur contempt; 
when the combat of virtue is rewarded with honour, and her fuf- 
ferings terminate in felicity: but though this method of inftruction 
has been often recommended, yet I think fome of its peculiar ad- 
vantages have been ftill overlooked, and for that reafon not always 


fecured. 


Facts are eafily comprehended by every underftanding: and 
their dependance and influence upon each other are difcovered by 
thofe, who would foon be bewildered in a feries of logical de- 
ductions; they fix that volatility which would break away from 
ratiocination ; and the precept becomes more forcible and ftriking, 
as it is connected with example. Precept gains only the cold ap- 
probation of reafon, and compels an affent which judgment fre- 
quently yields with reluctance, even when delay is impoflible: but 
by example the paffions are rouzed ; we approve, we emulate, and 
we honour, or love ; we deteft, we defpife, and we condemn, as fit 
objects are fucceffively held up to the mind ; the affections are, as 
it were, drawn out into the field, they learn their exercife in a 


mock fight, and are trained for the fervice of virtue. 


Facts as they are moft perfectly and eafily comprehended, and 
as they are impreffed upon the mind by the paffions, are tenacioufly 
remembered, though the terms in which they are delivered are 
prefently forgotten; and for this reafon the inftruction that refults 

from 
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from facts, 1s more eafily propagated: many can repeat a ftory, 
who would not have underftood a declamation; and though the 
expreffion will be varied as often as it is told, yet the moral which 


it was intended to teach will remain the fame. 


BuT thefe advantages have not been always fecured by thofe, 
who have profefled to make a ftory the vebicle of infiruéhion, and to 
furprize levity into knowledge by a fhew of entertainment; for in- 
ftead of including inftruction in the events themfelves, they have 
made ufe of events only to introduce declamation and argument. 
If the events excite curiofity, all the fine reflections which are faid 
to be inter[perfed are pafied over; if the events do not excite cu- 
riofity, the whole is rejected together, not only with difguft and 
difappeintment, but indignation, as having allured by a falfe pro- 
mife, and engaged in a vain perfuit. Thefe pieces, if they are | 
read as a tafk by thofe for whofe inftruction they are intended, can 


-produce none of the effects for which they were written; becaufe 


the inftruction will not be neceffarily remembered with the facts ; 
and becaufe the ftory is fo far from recommending the moral, that 
the moral is detefted as interrupting the ftory. Nor are thofe whe 
voluntarily read for inftruction, lef{s difappointed than thofe who feek 


only entertainment; for he that is eager in the perfuit of knowledge, 


is difgufted when he is ftopped by the intervention of a trivial 
incident or a forced complement, when a new perfonage is in- 


troduced, or a lover takes occafion to admire the fagacity of a 


Amiftrefs. 


But many writers who have avoided this error, and interwoven - 


precept with event, though they intended a moral lecture, have yet 


defeated their own purpofe, by taking from virtue every accidental 


excellence and decorating vice with the {poils. 


Ican think of nothing that could be alleged in defence of this 
perverfe diftribution of graces and defects, but a defign to fhew 
that virtue alone is fufficient to confer honour upon the loweft cha- 

racter, 
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racter, and that without it nothing can preferve the higheft from 
contempt; and that thofe excellencies which we can acquire by our 
own efforts, are of more moment than thofe which are the gift of 


nature: but in this defign, no writer, of whatever abilities, can fuc- 


ceed. 


Ir has been often remarked, though not without wonder, that 
almoft every man is more jealous of his natural than his moral 
qualities; and refents with more bitternefs a fatyr upon his abi- 
lities than his practice: the fact is unqueftionably true; and perhaps 
it will no longer appear ftrange, if it be confidered, that natural 
defects are of neceffity, and moral of choice: the imputation of 
folly, if itis true, muft be fuffered without hope; but that of im- 
morality may at any time be obviated by removing the caufe. 


Bur. whatever be the reafon, it appears by the common confent 
of mankind, that the want of virtue does not incur equal con- 
tempt with the want of parts; and that many vices are thought to 
be rather honourable than infamous, merely becaufe they imply 
fome natural excellence, fome fuperiority which cannot be acquired 
by thofe who want it, but to which, thofe who have it, believe 
they can add all that others poflefs whenever they fhall think fit 


to make the attempt. 


Frorio, after having learned the Latin and Greek languages at 
Weftminfter, and {pent three years at the univerfity, made the tour 
of Europe, and at his return obtained a place at court. Florio’s 
imagination is {prightly, and his judgement ftrong: he is well ac- 
quainted with every branch of polite literature, and travel has 
polifhed the found {cholar into the fine gentleman: his perfon 1s 
graceful, and his manner polite; he is remarkable for the elegance 
of his drefs; and he is thought to dance a minuet, and under- 
ftand the {mall {word, better than any other man in the kingdom. 
Among the ladies Florio has made many conquefts; and has chal- 

f lenged 
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lenged and killed in a duel an officer, who upbraided him with the 
breach of a promife of marriage, confirmed by an oath, to a young 
beauty, whom he kept in great fplendor as a miftrefs: his conver- 
{ation is admired by all, who can relith fterling wit and true hu- 
amour 3 every private Company brightens when he enters, and every 
public aflembly becomes more {plendid by his prefence: Florio is 
alfo liberal to profufion; and is not, therefore, inquifitive about 


the merit of thofe upon whom he lavifhes his bounty. 


BENEvotwus has alfo had a liberal education: he learned the 
languages at Merchant Taylors, and went from thence to the uni- 


verfity, where his application was greater than Florio’s, but the 


Knowledge that he acquired was lefs: as his apprehenfion is flow, 
‘and his induftry indefatigable, he remembers more than he under- 
ftards; he has no tafte either for poetry or mufic; mirth never 
{miled ata fally of his imagination, nor did doubt ever appeal to 


his judgment: his perfon, though it is not deformed, is inelegants 


his drefs is not flovenly, but aukward!ly neat; and his manner is 


rather formal than rude: he is the jeft of an affembly, and the 


averfion of ladies; but he ts remarkable for the moft uniform vir- 


tue and unaffected piety: he is a faithful friend, and a kind mafter; 
and fo compaffionate, that he will not fuffer even the {nails that 


eat his fruit to be deftroyed: he lays out annually near half his in- 


come in gratuities, not to fupport the idle, but to encourage the 
induftrious; yet there is rather the aprearance of parfimony than 
profufion in his temper; and he is fo timorous, that he will‘ turn 


pale at the report of a mufquet. 


Which of thefe two characters woudft thou chufe for thy own? 
whom doft thou moft honour, and to whom haft thou paid the 
tribute of involuntary praife? Thy heart has already anfwered with 
{pontaneous fidelity in favour of Firorio. FLorio thou haft not 
confidered as a fcoundrel, who by perjury and murder has deferved 
the pillory and the gibbet; as a wretch who has ftoored to the 
loweft fraud for the vileft purpofe; who is continually enfnaring 

the 
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the innocent and the- weak; who-conceals the ruin that he brings 
~ by a lie, and the lie by an oath; and who having once already juf- 
tified a (worn falfhood at the expence of life, 1s ready again to lie 


and to kill with the fame aggravation, and in the fame caufe. 


Nerruer didft thou view BenEvoLus, as having merited the 
divine eulogium ‘beftcwed upon him who was faithful over a few 
things; as employing life in the diffufion of happinefs, with the 


joy of angels, and in imitation of Gon. 


‘SURELY, if itis true, that 
Vice to be hated needs but to be feen. Pops, 


fhe fhould not be hidden with the ornaments, and difguifed in the 
apparel, which in the general eftimation belong to virtue. On the 
contrary, it fhould be the principal labour of moral writers, ef- 
pecially of thofe who would inftruct by fiction, the power of 
which is not lefs to do evil than good, to remove the biafs which 
inclines the mind rather to prefer natural than moral endowments; 
and to reprefent vice with fuch circumftances of contempt.and in- 
famy, that the ideas may coriftantly recur together. And it fhould 
be always.remembered, that the fear of immediate contempt is 
frequently ftronger than every other motive: how many have, even 
in their own opinion, incurred the guilt of blafphemy, rather than _ 
the fneer of an infidel, or the ridicule of a club? and how many 
have rufhed, not only to the brink of the grave but of hell, to 
avoid the fcorn, with which the foolifh and the profligate regard 
thofe who have refufed a challenge.? 


Let it, therefore, be the united effort of genius and learning, 
to deter from guilt by the dread of fhame; and let the time paft 
fuffice to have faved from contempt, thofe vices which contempt 
only can fupprefs. 


ERRATA. Numb. XIII. p.1. 1. 6. sel aga Numb. XV. p..2+-1 4 
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‘tion to a greater variety of circumftances, or 
, include more complicated labour, than that of 
a writer who addrefles the - public. i in a pe- 
riodical paper, and invites -perfons of every 
. ¥ ftation, capacity, difpofition,. and employment, 
to fend, in “reading his lucubrations, fome of thofe golden mo- 
ments which they fet apart from toil and folicitude, 


He who wre, to aftat cs ftudent, of ahaa: clas, has a 
much eafier tafk and: greater probability of {aoce{s; for the at- 
S 


tertion 
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tention of indufiry is furely more eafily fixed than that of idlenefs ; 
and he who teaches any fcience or art, by which wealth or 
honour may be acquired, is more likely to be heard, than he who 
only folicits a change of amufement, and propofes an experiment 
which cannot be made without danger of difappointment. 


Tue author whe hopes to pleafe the public, or, to ufe a more 
fafhionable phrafe, the town, without gratifying its vices, fhould 
not only be able to exhibit familiar objects in a new light, to dif- 
play truths that are not generally known, and break up new veins 
in the mines of literature ; he muft have fkill to fele& fuch ob- 
jects as the town is willing to regard, fuch truths as excite its cu- 
riofity, and fuch knowledge as it is folicitous to acquire. 


Bur the fpeculative and reclufe are apt to forget, that the bu- 
finefs and the entertainment of others are not the fame with their 
own; and are often furprifed and difappointed to perceive, that 
what they communicate with eagernefs and expectation of applaufe, 
“as héard with too mich indifference to be underftood, and wearies 
thofe whom it. was expected to delight and inftruct. 

Mr. GeorcE FRIENDLY, while he was a ftudent at Oxford, 
became poffeffed of a large eftate by the death of his elder brother : 
inftead, therefore, of going up to London for preferment, he re- 
tired to the family feat in the country; and as he had acquired the 
habit of ftudy and a ftrong relifh for literature, he continued to 
live nearly in the fame manner as at college; he kept little com- 
pany, had no pleafure in the {parts of the field, and, being dif- 
appointed in his firft addreffes, would never marry. 


’ Hrs’ fifter, the wife of a gentleman who farmed his own 
eftate, had one fon whofe name was John. Mr. Friendly di- 
rected that John ‘fhould be put to a reputable {chool in the coun- 
try, dnd promifed to take care of his fortune. When the lad. was 
about nineteen, his uncle declared his intention to fend him to the 
univerfity ; but firft defired to fee him, that he might know what 
proficiency he had made in the languages. "John, therefore, fet — 


out on a vifit to his uncle, and was received with: great ‘affection® 
ie “. 4 he 
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he was found to have acquired a reafonable knowledge of Latin 
and Greek ; and Mr. Friendly formed.a very favourable opinion of 
his.abilities, and determined to reward his diligence and aad 
him to perfeverance. 


ONr evening, therefore, he took him up into his ftudy, and 
after directing him to fit down, ‘‘ Coufin John, faid he, I have fome 
fentiments to communicate to you, with which I know you will 
be pleafed ; for truth, like virtue, is never perceived but with 
delight.” John, whofe heart did not give a full afflent to the 
truth of this propofition, found himfelf in circumftances which, 
by the mere force of habit, caufed him to draw in a long 
breath through his nofe, and at the fame time, with a grin of ex- 
quifite fenfibility, to fcratch his head. ‘‘ But my obfervations, 
coufin, faid his uncle, have a neceffary connexion with a purpofe 
that I have formed, and with which you fhall alfo be acquainted.. | 
Draw your chair a little nearer. ‘The paffions, coufin John, as they 
are naturally productive of all pleafure, fhould by reafonable beings 
be alfo rendered fubfervient to a higher purpofe. That love of va- 
riety which is found in every breaft, as it produces much pleafure, 
may alfo produce much knowledge. One of the principal advan- 
tages that are derived. from wealth, is a power to gratify and im- 
prove this paffion. The rich are not confined by labour to a par- 
ticular {pot, where the fame ideas perpetually recur: they can 
fill the mind, either by travel or by ftudy, with innumerable images, 
of which others have no conception. But it muft be confidered, 
that the pleafute of travelling docs not asife from the fight of a 
dirty town, or from lodging at dn inn; not from any hedge or cottage 
that is-paffed on the road ;- not from the confufed objects that aré 
half difcovered in: the diftant profpect, nor from the feries of well 
built houfes in a city, or the bufymultitudes that fwarm in the ftreets; 
but from the rapid fucoeffion of thefe objects to eachother, and the 
number of ideas that’ are thrown in upon the mind.” Mr. Friendly 
here paufed for John’s reply ; and John fuddenly recollecting him- 
felf, faid, very true... ‘ But how, {aid Mr. Friendly, can this love of - 
variety be directed to the acquifition of knowledge ?” Here John 
wriggled i in his feat, and again fcratched his. head : che was indeed 
Something embarrafled by the queftion ; but the old gentleman 

a "quickly 


't 
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quickly put him out of his pain by anfwering it himielf.. “ Why 
by a judicious choice, faid he, of the variety which is to produce 
our entertainment. If the various doublings of a hare only, or 
the changes of a game at whift, have afforded, the variety of the 
day; whatever has been the pleafure, improvement has been want- 
ing. But if the different cuftoms, the policy, the trade of natiens, 
the variety of foils, the manner of culture, the difpofition of indi- 
viduals, or the rife or fall of a ftate have been impreffed upon the 
‘ mind ; befides the pleafure of the review, a power of creating new 
images is acquired. Fancy can combine the ideas which me- 
mory has treafured ; and when. they have been reviewed and regu- 
lated by judgment, fome fcheme will refult, by which commerce 
may be extended, agriculture improved, immorality reftrained, and 
the profperity of the ftate fecured: of this coufin John you was not 
wholly ignorant before.” John acquiefced witha bow, for though 
he had been a little bewildered, yet he underftood by the tone of voice 
with which his uncle concluded the laft fentence, that fuch acquie 
e{cence was expected. “ Upon this accafion, continued Mr. Friendly, 
I muft remark, though it is famething foreign to my purpole, that 
variety has by fome philofophers been confidered, as affording not 
only the pleafure and improvement, but even the meafure of life; 
for of time in the abftract we have no idea, and can conceive it only 
by the fucceffion of ideas to each other: thus if .we fieep without 
dreams, the moment in which we awake appears — to 
fucceed that in which we ne to flumber.” , 


A thicker. heen now fell upon John, and his countenance 
lengthened in proportion to his uncle’s leture, the end of which 
he perceived: was now become more remote; for thefe remarks 
were not imprefled with the fignature of truth, : nor did they reflec 
any idea of his own ; they were not - 

Something whofe truth convinced at fi bt we find, 
That gtves us | back the image f our mind. 
: Popz’s Effay on Crit. 
With wii to John, iieodia they had no charateriftic of wit; 
and if they contained knowledge, it was knowledge which John 
had no’ wifh to acquire: the old gentleman, howev er, proceeded 


lei with great deliberation, 
Bus 
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“ Bur though curiofity fhould be principally directed to ufeful - 
purpofes, yet it fhould not always be repreiicd or diverted, when 
the ufe is not immediate or apparent: for he who firft perceived the 
magnetic attraction, and applied it to various experiments, pro- 
bably intended nothing more than amufement; and when the po- 
larity of the needle was difcovered, it was not in the perfuit of any , 
project to facilitate navigation. Jam, therefore, now about to gra- 
tify your curiofity, coufin, with a view of London, and all the va- 
riety that it contains.” Here John’s countenance brightened, he 
rouzed himfelf an his feat, and looked eager-with attention. 


«As you have, continued his uncle, applied with great diligence to 
your Grammar learning; I doubt not but you have alfo read many of 
our beft Englith authors, efpecially our immortal Shakefpear ; and 


lam willing that, before you enter upon a courfe.pf academic ftudy, 


you fhould fea the theatre.” John was going to exprefs his joy, 


when his uncle increafed it, by putting into his hand a Bank note of 


sol. “ This, faid he, under-the direction of a gentleman, to whom 


I fhall recommend you, will furnifh. you. with preper apparel, bear 


your expences for a couple of months, and gratify. you with all the 
entertainments of the town.” us os 


. Joun could now bear fome part in the converfation ; * He was 


amach obliged to his uncle, and hoped he fhould live to make 


him amends; for, fays he, one of our wthers,. who: was jutt returned 


from London before I left {chool, has made me long to fee It: he 


fays there is a man there who dances upon..a wire nd bigger thah’a 
packthread ; and that there is a collection of all I the ftrange: ‘creatures 
in the world.” . 


Joun who had uttered this th: a broad erin, and repped his 
delight from head to foot, was fomewhat difconcerted when his uncle 
told him cooly, that though he would not have him leave London 
without, feeing every ids in it that might juftly raife curiofity; yet 
he hoped his notice was not principally attracted by objets which 


could convey no inftruction, infpire no noble fentiment, nor.move 


one tender paffion. ‘1 mentioned, fays he, Shakefpear, that mighty 
genius, whofe fentiment can never be exhaufted, and in whom new - 
. beauties 
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beauties are difcovered at every view. That you may derive yet 
greater delight and advantage from the reprefentation of his picces, 
I will read you fome hifterical and critical notes that I have been 
making during twenty years, after having read the firft edition of 
his works and every commentator that has either illuftrated or ob- 
{cured his meaning.” The old gentleman then taking out and wiping 
his {pectacles, opened his bureau and produced the manufcript. - “I 
-am now, faid he, about to confer a favour upon you, which I do 
‘not yet intend for any other, for as I fhall continually enlarge this 
work,.it will not be printed till I am dead:” he then began to read, 
and John fat very filent, regaling himfelf with the anticipation of 
“his own finery, the dexterity of the wire-dancer, and the variety 
of the favages that he was to vifit in London. The old gentle- 
man, who imagined that he was held motionlefs with attention, 
‘wonder, and delight, proceeded long in his lecture, without once 
_adverting to John for his explicit eulogium: but at the end of a 
‘favourite paflage, which clofed with a diftich of his own poetry, he 
ventured to fteal his eyes from the paper, and glancing them upon 
John, perceived that he was faft aflecp with his mouth open, and 
‘the Bank note-in his hand. 


FRIENDLY after having gazed upon him a few moments with the 
utmoft aftonifhment and indignation, fnatched away the note; and 
having rouzed him with a denunciation of refentment that touched 
thofe paffions which Shakefpear could not reach, he thruft him out 
of the room and fhut the door upon him: he then locked up his 

‘manufcript, and after having walked many times backward and 
forward with great hafte, he looked at his watch, and perceiving 
it to be near one in the morning, retired to bed with as little pro- 


penfity to fleep as he had now left to his nephew. - 
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SATURDAY, Sanuary 6, 1753. 


pe Bn 


Duplex libelli dos eft ; quod rifum movet, . 
Et quod prudent: vitam.confilio monet. PHAZDRUS. 


Sotesae MONG tthe fictions which have been mtended 

aye for moral purpofes, I think thofe which are 
diftinguifhed by the name of Fasres deferve a 
particular confideration. 


A ftory or tale, in which many different cha- 
racters are conducted through a great variety of 
events, may include fuch a number and diverfity of precepts, as, 
taken together, form almoft a compleat rule of life: as thefe 
events mutually depend upon each other, they will be retained 
Ina feries; and therefore the remembrance of one precept will al- 
moft neceflarily produce the remembrance of another, and the whole 
‘moral, as it is called, however complicated, wall be recollected 


without labour and without confufion, 
T Ty 
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In this particular, therefore, the ftory fecms to have the ad- 
vantage of the fable, which is confined to fome fingle incident: for 
though a number of diftinet fables may include all the topics of 
ioe inftruétion, caution, and advice, which are contained in a 
fivry, yet each eu be deneniencd by a diftinét effort of the 
mind; and they will not recur ina lerics, becaufe they have ne 
connexion wirh each other. 


Tue memory of them may, however, be more frequently 
revived, by thofe incidents in life to which they correfpond; and 
they will, therefore, more readily prefent themfelves, when the 
lefions which they teach fhould be practited. 


Many, perhaps the greater number, of thofe fables which have 

been tran{miitted to us as fome of the moft valuable remains of the 
fimplicity and wifdom of antiquity, were {poken upon a particular 
occafion; and then the occation itfeif, was an index to the intent of 
the fpeaker, and fixed the moral of the fable: fo when the Samians 
were about to put to death a man who had abufed a public truft, 
-and plundered the commonwealth, the counfel of AXfop could not 
be overlooked or miftaken, when Ke told them, that “‘ a fox would 
‘ not fuffer a fwarm of flies, which had aon fatiated themfelves 
by fucking his blood, to be driven away; becaufea new {warm 
“ might then come, and their hunger drain him of all the blood 
“ that remained,” 


Tuose which are ssended for general ufe, and to general ufe it 
is perhaps eafy to accommodate the reft, -are of two kinds: one is 
addreffed to the uhderftanding, and the other to the paffions. 


Or the preceptive kind is that of the * old man, who, to teach 
«his fons the advantage of unanimity, firft direéted them to break 
“a number of rods that were bound up tcgether ; and when they 
“ found it impofiible, bade thein divide the bundle, and break the 
“rods feparatelyy which they eafily eficcted.” In this fable, no 

paffion is excited; the addrefs is to the underftanding, and the un- 
deritanding i is immediately convinced, , | 


TuHatT of theold hound belongs to the other clafs. When the 
toothle{s veteran had feized the fas, and was not able to hold him, 
he deprecates the refentment of his mafter, who had raifed his arm 
for the blow, by crying out, “ Ah! do not punifh the impotence 
“of age! ee me not, becaufe my will to pleafe thee has 
ee furvined my power! If thou art offended with what Iam, re- 
“ member what J have been, and forgive me.” Pity is here for- 


cibly 


i 
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cibly excited ; and injurious refentment may be repreffed, when an 
inftance not equally itrong recals this to the mind. 


Faxes of the preceptive kind fhould always include the precept 
in the event, and the event fhould be related with fuch circum- 
ftances as render the precept fufficiently evident. As the incident 
fhould be fimple, the inference fhould be in the higheft degree 
natural and obvious. | 


Tuose that produce their effect upon the paffions, fhould excite 
them ftrongly, and always connect them with their proper objects. 


I do not remember to have feen any collection, in which thefe 
rules have been fufficiently obferved; in far the greater number 
there .is a deficiency. of circumftance, though there is a redun- 
dancy of language: there is, therefore, fomething to be added, 
and fomething to be taken away. Befides that, the peculiar advan- 
tages of this method of inftruétion are given up, by referring the 
precept to along difcourfe, of which the fable is no more than the 
text, and with which it has fo little connexion, that the incident 
may be perfectly remembered, and the laboured inference totally 
forgotten. A boy, whots but fix years old, will remember a fable 
after having once heard it, and relate it in words of his own; 
but it would be the toil of a day, to get the terms in which he 
heard it by heart: and indeed, he who attempts to fupply any de- 
ficiency in a fable, by tacking a differtation to the end of it, ap- 
pears to me to act juft as wifely as if inftead of cloathing a man 
whom he found naked, he fhould place a load upon his fhoulders. 


When the moral effect of fable had been thus brought to de- 
pend, not upon things, but upon words; the arrangement of thefe 
words into verfe, was thought to be a happy expedient to affift the 
memory; for in verfe words muft be remembered in a regular fe, 
ries, or the meafure and cadence will not be preferved: the meafure 
and cadence, therefore, difcover any confufion or defect, not to the 
underftanding, but to the ear; and fhew how the confufion may 
be reculated, and the defect fuppl ied. The addition of rhime 
was another | advantage of the fame kind; and this advan- 
tave was greater, as the rhime was more frequcntly repeated, 
But if the fable is perfect in its kind, this expedient is un- 
neceflary ; and much lefs labour is required to include an 
evident precept. in an incident, than to meafure the fyllables 
in which it is related, and place.two words of a fimilar 
found at the end of every couplet. Befides, in all veric, however 

familiar 
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familiar and eafy, the werds are neceflarily thrown out of the or- 
der in which they are commonly ufed; and, therefore, though 
‘they will be more eafily recollected, the fenfe which they contain 
will not be equally perfpicuous 


I would not, however, be thought to deny, that verfe ‘is at leaft 
an ornament to this {pecies of writing; nor to extend my cenfure te 
thofe fhort ftories, which, though they are called fables, are written 
upon a more extenfive plan, and are intended for more improved 
underftandings. | 


Bor as fables have beert told by fome in verfe, that they might 
be more eafily remembered; they have been related by others in a 
barbarous jargon of hackneyed phrafes, that they might be more 
readily underftood. 


Ir has been obferved of children, that they are longer before 
they can pronounce perfect founds, becaufe perfect founds are not 
pronounced to them; and that they repeat the gibberifh of the nurfe, 
becaufe nothing better has been propofed to them for imitation: 
and how fhould the {chool boy write Englith in grammatical pu- 
rity, when all that he reads, except a foreign language and a literal 
tranflation, is written with all the licence of extempore expreffion, 
‘without propriety of idiom or regularity of combination, and 
abounds with abfurdities that hafte enly can-excufe in a {peaker. 


Tue fables of A‘fop, for fo they are all called, are often firft 
exhibited to youth, as examples of the manner in which their 
native language is written; they fhould, therefore, be pure in the 
higheft degree, though not pompous, and it is furely an affront to 
underftanding to fuppofe that any language would become more 


‘intelligible by being rendered lefs perfect. 


But the fables that are addreffed to the paffions, befides the im- 
‘perfections which they fhare in common with thofe that are ad- 
dreffed to the underftanding, have others peculiar to themfelves 5 
fometimes the paflion is not moved with fufficient force, and 
fometimes it 1s not connected with a fit object. 


When the fox decoys the poor goat into a well, in order te 
leap out from his horns, and leaves him to perifh with a witty 
remark, that ‘‘ if his wifdor had heen proportioned to his beard, 
“ he would not have been fo eafily over-reached ;” ‘the goat is not 
fo much the object of pity as contempt: but of contempt, guile- 
lefs fimplicity caught in the {nares of cunning, cannot furely be 

deemed 
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deemed a proper obje&t. In the fox there appears a fuperiority 
which not only preferves him from fcorn, but even from indigna- 
tion: and indeed, the general character of Reynard is by no means 
fit for imitation; though he is frequently the hero of the fable, 
and his conduct affords the precept for which it was written. 


But though I have made a general divifion of fable into two 
kinds, there is yet a third, which, as it is addreffed both to the 
underftanding and the paflions, is confequently more forcible and 
perfect.’ 


Or this number is that of the fick kite, who requefted of his 
mother to petition the Gods for his recovery, but was an{wered, 
*¢ Alas! to which of the Gods can I facrifice? for which of their 
* altars haft thou not robbed?” The precept that is here inculcated; 
is early piety; and the paffion that is excited, is terror; the object of 
which is the defpair of him who perceives himfelf to be dying, and 
has reafon to fear that his very prayer is an abomination. 


THERE are others, which though they are addreffed to the un- 


derftandirg, do yet excite a paffion which condemns the precept. 


‘Wuen the melodious complaint of the nightingate had directed, 
a hungry hawk to the thorn on which fhe fung, and he had feized 
her with his talons, fhe appealed from his rigs oa to his mercy : 
“I am, faid the, little elfe than voice ; and if you devour me, 
“ there will be no proportion hetween my lofs aad your gain ; 
«¢ your hunger will rather be irritated than appeafed ‘by fo {mall a 
“© morfel, but all my powers of enjoyment will ceafe for ever: 
‘¢ attack, therefore, fome larger bird”-—Here the hawk inter- 
rupted her; “ he was not difpofed,” he faid, “ to-controvert what 
‘“< fhe had advanced ; but he was too wife to fuffer himfelf to be 
‘* perfuaded by any argument, to quit a certain for. a contingent 
“* good.” 


Who that reads this fable does not pity the nightingale, and in 
his heart condemn the hawk, whofe cruel prudence affords the 
leffon ? 


INSTRUCTION, in the ftrong language of Eaftern metaphor, is 
called a light to our paths. The fables of pagan mythologifts may, 
therefore, be confidered as a.clufter of ftars of the firft magnitude, 
which, though they fhine with a diftin¢ influence, may be taken 
as one conftellation: but, like ftars, they only break the obfcurity 
of night; they do not diffufe round us the f{plendors of day : it is 


by 
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by the Sun of Righteoufnefs alone, that we difcover completely 
our duty and our intereft, and behold that pattern of divine per- 
fection which the Chriftian afpires to imitate, by forgiving injuries, 
and returning good for evil. 


‘By many of the fables which are {till retained in our collections, 
: revenge. is encouraged as a principle and inculcated as a practice ; 
The hare triumphs in the deftruction of the {parrow who had 
« infulted him ; and the thunny, in his laft agonies, rejoices at the 
«¢ death of the dolphin, whofe perfuit had driven him upona 
© rock.” Thefe, if they will not admit of another turn, fhould 
without queftion be omitted; for the mifchievous effect of tthe 
‘fable, which will be remembered as an example that juftifies the 
violence of fudden refentment, cannot be prevented by a laboured 
-comment, which is never read but as a tafk, and therefore imme- 
diately forgotten. 


I think many others may be greatly improved; the practice of 
virtue may be urged from higher motives, the fentiments may be 
elevated, and the precepts in general rendered more ftriking and 
comprehenfive. 


I thall conclude this paper with the fable of Zhe Doc and 
SHADOW; which, as it is commonly told, cenfures no quality 
but greedinefs, and only illuftrates the trite proverb, ‘“‘ All covet, 
© all lofe.” ._ 4 


** A dog, who was croffing a rivulet with a piece of flefh in his 
** mouth, perceived his fhadow in the water, which he miftook 
- “ for another dog with another piece of flefh. To this he knew 
‘¢ he had no right; and yet he could not forbear catching at it: 
‘* but inftead of getting a new prize, he dropped that which he 
‘* poflefied into the water: he faw the {mooth furface break into 
‘© many waves, and the dog whom he had attempted to injure, 
' « difappear : he perceived at once, his lofs, his folly, and his fault ; 
‘‘ and in the anguifh of regret cried out, How righteous and how 
‘© wife are the Gods! fince whatever feduces to evil, though but 
“ a fhadow, becomes the inftrument of punifhment.” 
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TUESDAY, ‘fanuary 9, 1753. 


Quodcunque oftendis mibi fic, inoredulus odi. Hor. | 


« HE repeated encomiums.on the performances of 
the ANIMAL CoMEDIANS, exhibited at 
Zz @ Mrs. Mipnicut’s Oratory, induced me the other 
rT | Rey evening to be prefent at her entertainment. I was 
SY! aftonifhed at the fagacity of the monkeys; and 
was no lefs amazed at the activity of the other 
quadrupeds y—I1 fhould have rather faid, from a view of their ex- 


traordinary elevations, dspeds. 


cons 


Ir isa peculiar happiriefs to me, as an ADVENTURER, that I 


fatly forth in an age, which emulates thofe heroic times of old, 
U . 0 when 


“we 


110 THE ADVENTURER. No.1. 


_ when nothing was pleafing but what was xnratural. Thoufands 


have gaped at a wire-dancer daring to do what no one elfe would 


attempt; and thoufands ftill gape at greater extravagancies in 


pantomime entertainments. Every {treet teems with incredibi- 


Mites : and if the great mob have their little theatre in the Hay- 


market, the {mall vulgar can boaft their cheaper diverfions in two 
enormous bears, that aii | tip it to the light tune of a Cale- 


doman jig. 


Tue amazing docility of thefe heavy animals made me at firft 


imagine, that they had been placed under the tuition of certain 


artifts, who by their advertifements profefs to inftruct’ Grown 


‘GENTLEMEN i” the modern way of footing ; but I have been fince 


informed, that the method of teaching them this modern way of 
footing, was by placing red hot iron plates alternately under each 
hind leg, and in quicker or flower fucceffion as the variations of the 
tune required. | 


TuarT the intellectual faculties of brutes may be exerted be- 
yond the narrow limits which we have hitherto proudly affigned 
to their capacities, I faw a fufficient proof in Mrs. MIDNIGHT’s 
dogs and monkeys. Man differs lefs from beafts in general, than 
thefe feem to approach to man in rationality. But.while I ap- 
plaud their exalted genius, 1 am in pain for the reft of their. 
kindred both of the canine and Cercopithecan {pecies. The price 


of monkies has been confiderably raijed fince the appearance of 


Signior BALLARp’s Cavaliers: and I hear, that this inimitable / 


preceptor gives lectures to the monkies of perfons of quality at 


their own houfes: Lady Bridget has deftroyed three fets of china 


in teaching her Pug to hand about the cups, and fip tea with 
the air of beau Blofim;.and Mifs Fanny has been labouring in- 
.ceffantly 
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ceffantly to qualify her dear pretty creature to make one at the 


brag-table. 


Bur as thefe animals are of foreign extraction, I muft confefs 
my concern is yet greater for my Jellow-natives. Englith liberty 
~ fhould be univerlal as the fun; and I am jealous even for the 

prerogatives of our dogs. Lady Breght’s lap-dog, that ufed to 
epofe on downy cufhions, or the fofter bofom of its miftrefs, is 
‘now worried every hour with begging on its diminutive hind-legs, 
and endeavouring to leap over fan-fticks: Captain Storm's little 
grey-hound is made to ape the fierce fellows of the cockade in a 
red coat and a fword; whilft Mrs. Fanciful’s Chloe is fwathed 
‘up in a long fack, and finking beneath the weight of an enor- 
mous hoop. Every boarding houfe romp and wanton {chool boy 
is employed in .perverting the end of the canine creation; and I 
‘with the prevalence of Mrs. MrpNIGHT’s example may not 
extend fo far, that hounds fhall no longer be broke to the 
freld-fervice, but inftructed only zo Llimb up ladders, and troul 


wheel-barrows. 


A F TR what has been faid, I fhall make no apology for 
printing the following letter, as it was elegantly done into Englifh 
at Stockholm, and tran{fmitted to me ‘by the publifher of the 
Swwede-landte WMagatzine, an ingenious gentleman, who 
has done:me the honour of inferting feveral of my Jucubrations in 


his moft comprehenfive monthly undertaking. 
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‘To Mr.——. the GRANp ADVENTURER in Britain. 


“ Moft learned Sir, 
a Y worthy good friend Isaac GirpERSTEIN, book-mer- 
“6 A chant, having engaged to further this to your excellency, 
‘I moft humbly requeft that you would make known to your 
“ polite &c. &c. &c. nation, that I intend fhortly to came over, 
“ and to entertain you 4n.a new and moft inimitable manner. 


« SeEInG thatthe Chien Savant, and.other moft amazing /arned 
« animals, have met with fo gracious a reception in your grand 
“city; I propofe to exhibit unto your good nation, a concert of 
“* vocal and inflrumental mujfic, to be performed by ammals only; 
“and afterwards, to entertain you with feveral grand feats of ac- 
“© tivity; as alfo with the balance and the dance. 


«© My performers of inftrumental mulic, great Sir, will confift of 
a fele& number of Italian cats, for the violin, violincello, and 
 bafs-viol ; a German a/fs for the kettle-drum ; and a complete fet 
“of Spant/b.bogs of different age and tone of voice for the organ 


*€ concertos. 


‘«‘ BuT my vaft labour was to procure harmonious voices, and to 

“ confine them to proper ‘time and meafure. I have taught ‘fome 
“ of your Englifb maftiffs to bark in bafs, and fome Guinea-pigs to 
| 4 {queak in treble: my cats alfo join in the vocal parts. I con- 
_  trived divers means of deaths for Swans; but though the Ancients 
“are fo full of praifes.ontheir expiring melody, I could not get.a 
‘‘‘fingle note ‘from them, better than the {quall of a goofe. How- 
“ever, I fhall have a moft charming grand chorus of frogs from 
*‘ the fens of Holland: the words, profound Sir, yau too well 
“ know, 
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“know, Ariftophanes has’ furnithed to my hand in Greck— 
© Boemint xoat xoat—Wwhich a Leyden. Profefor. tranflated for me, 
“ Brekekehex koax koax. Bcfides thefe, I fhail prefent you with a 


« duett in recitativo, between a parrot and a mcgpye. 


« My entertainments ef dancing, and the like, will confift of a 


* company of Norway rats, who are to move in a coranto, while 


“ my cats fiddle tothem. | A’ fox wilkdance a minuet witha gecfe ; 
“and a greyhound the rigadoon with a hare. I dave trained up.an: 
& elephant, who will perform everal tricks in what you do call the 
« fight of band; he will tumble with a caftle on his back, and thew 
« feveral balances upon the flack-rope with his trunk. Many 


“¢ other furprifing feats will my anzmals perform, too tedious for to 


« mention in this addrefs: and, therefore, great ADVENTURER, 


‘ ] (hall trouble your tired patience with the mentioning of one 
“only. Ihave inftructed the tameft of my cats to open her jaws 
“‘at the word of command, into which I put a bit of toafted 


“© cheefe, and the leaft of my mice jumps in and nibbles the bait; 


«¢ at that inftant my cat clofes her mouth upon him: after which, 


“tothe great aftonifhment of all beholders, my cat opens her 
“ Jaws again, and the moufe leaps out alive upon the ftage; and 
“ then they both prefent the good company with a jig. , 

« As Tam determined my whole theatre fhall confift of only 
‘‘ animal performers, I muft acquaint you likewife, that I am 
“ teaching two fquirrels to {weep the ftage with their tails: and if 
** it be allowed me to call in affiftance from files, I fhall not de- 
“* fpair of being able (though it will require much time and 
“* practice) to make a Jol/ter {nuff the candles with his claw. 


“OTHER 


414 THE ADVENTURER. No 19. 


_ © Oruer particulars, moft worthy Sir, I fhall beg leave to de- 
“fer, till I have the extreme honour of kiffing your hands in r- 
“« glettere ; and am, 


“* Moft reverent and ref{pectable patron, 
“With the profoundeft humiliation, 


“€ Your devoted flave and fervant, 
Stockholm, 23 Dec. 1752. 


« Gusravus GooTENRUYSCHE.” 


| | THE | : 
ADVEN TURER.,. 


NUMBER XX. : 


Yo be tontinued on Tuespaye and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, January 13, 1753. 


Quid vsolentius aure tyranni. Juv. 


BIA Y which of the Indian {ages of antiquity the 
tei following ftory was written, or whether the 
people of the Eaft have any remote tradition 
“ie upon which it is founded, is not known: but it 

“jy was probably related in the firft perfon, to give 
WANG it an air of greater dignity, and render its in- 
fluence more powerful: nor would it, perhaps, 
appear altogether incredible, to people among 
whom the Metempfychofis is an article of faith, and the vifible 
agency of fuperior beings admitted without fcruple. 


AmuRATH, Sultan of the Eaft, the judge of nations, the dif- 
{ciple of adverfity, records the wonders of his life: let thofe wha 


‘pre- 
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| prefamptuoufly queftion the ways of Providence, bluth .in Gilence 
and be wife; let the 7 be humble and obtain honour; and let 
the fenfual reform and be happy. _ - 


_ . Tue angel of death clofed the eyes of the Sultan Abradin my 

father, and his empire defcended to me in the = ar of 

‘my age. At firft my mind was awed to humility, and foftened 

with grief; 1 was infenfible to the {plendor of dominion, I heard 
the addreffes of flattery with difguft, and received the homage 
of dependant greatnefs with indifference. I had always regarded 
my father not only with love but reverence ; and I was now per- 
petually recollecting inftances of his tendernefs, and reviewing the 
folemn fcene, in which he recommended me to heaven in imper+ 
fect Janguage, and grafped my hand in the agonies of death. 


ONE evening, after having concealed myfelf all day in his 
chamber, I vifited his grave: I proftrated myfelf on his tomb; 
forrow overflowed my eyes, and devotion kindled in my bofom. 
I felt myfelf fuddenly fmitten on the fhoulder, as with a rod ; 
and looking up, I perceived a man whofe eyes were piercing as 
light, and his beard whiter than fnow. ‘“ I am, faid he, the 
.* Genius Syndarac, the friend of thy father Abradin, who was 
“the fear of his enemies and the defire of his people; whofe 
‘<¢ fmile diffufed gladnefs tike the luftre of the morning, and whole 
‘ frown was dreadful as the gathering of a tempeft ; refign thyielf 
“© to my influence, and thou fhalt be like him.” I bowed myfelf 
to the earth in token of gratitude and obedience, and he put a ring 
on the middle finger of my left hand, in which I perceived a ruby 
of a deep colour and uncommon brightnefs. ‘ This ring, faid 
“¢ he, fhall mark out to thee the boundaries of good and evil ; 
« that without weighing remote confequences, thou may’ft know 
“* the nature and tendency of every action. Be attentive, there- 
*€ fore, to the filent admonition; and when the circle of gold 
*€ fhall by a fudden contraction prefs thy finger, and the raby fhall 
“ grow.pale, defift immediately from what thou fhalt be doing, 
“¢ and mark down that action in thy memery as a tranfgreffion of 
“€ the rule of right: keep my gift as a pledge of happinefs and 
“ honour, and take it not off for a moment.” I received the ring 
with a fenfe of obligation which I ftrove to expréfs, and an afto- 
nifhment that compelled me to be filent. The genius perceived 
my confufion, and turning from me with a {mile of complacency, 
immediately difappeared. | 


Durine the firft moon I was {fo cautious and circumfpect, that 
the pleafure of reflecting that my ring had not once indicated a 
fault, was leflened by a doubt of its vistue. 1 applied myfelf to 

7 , public 
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public bufinefs, my melancholy decreafed as my mind was di- 
verted to other qbjects, and, left the youth of my court fhould” 
think that recreation was too long fufpended, I appointed to hunt 
the lion. But though I went out to the fport rather to gratify 
others than myfelf, yet my ufual ardour returned in the field; I 
grew, warm in the perfuit, 1 continued the chace, which was un- 
tuccefsful, too long, and returned fatigued and difappointed. 


As I entered the Seraglio, I was met by a little dog that had 
been my father’s, who exprefied his joy at my return by jumping 
round me and endeavouring to reach my hand: but.as I was not 
difpofed to receive his careffes, I {truck him in the fretfulnefs of 
my difpleafure fo fevere a blow with my foot, that it left him 
fcarce power to crawl away, and hide himfelf under a fofa ina 
corner of the apartment. At this moment I felt the ring prefs my 
finger, and looking upon the ruby, I percieved the glow of its 
colour abated. | | ; 


J was at firft ftruck with furprize and regret ; but furprize and 


regret quickly gave way to difdain. Shall not the Sultan Amurath, 


{aid I, to whom a thoufand kings pay tribute, and in whofe hand 
is the life of nations, fhall not Amarath ftrike a dog that offends 
him, without being reproached for having tranfgreffed the rule 
of right? My ring again prefied my finger, and the ruby became 
more pale: immediately the palace fhook with a burft of thunder, 
and the Genius Syndarac again ftood before me. 


_ © AmuraTu, faid he, thou haft offended againft thy brother 
“ of the duft; a being who, like thee, has received from the 
“ ALMIGHTY a capacity of pleafure and pain: pleafure which 
“< caprice is not allowed to fufpend, and en which juftice only 
“ has a right to inflict. If thou art juftified by power, in af- 


“ fling inferior beings, I fhould be juftified in afflicting thee: 


*« but my power yet fpares thee, becaufe it is directed by the 
«© Jaws of fovereign goodnefs, and becaufe thou may’ft yet be re- 
< claimed by admonition. But yield not to the impulfe of a 
<< refentment, nor indulge in cruelty the frowardnefs of difgutt, 
« left by the laws of goodnefs I be compelled to afflict thee; 
« for he that {corns reproof, muft be reformed by punifhmens 


“<¢ er loft for ever.” | 


Art the prefence of Syndarac I was troubled, and his words 
covered me with confufion: I fell proftrate at his fect, and heard 


_ him pronounce with a milder accent, ‘‘ Expect not henceforth that 


* I fhould anfwer the demands of arrogance, or gratify the cu-. 
| * riofity 
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“ riofity of fpeculation; confide in my friendthip, and truft im- 
“« plicitly to thy ring.” : | 


As the chace had produced fo much infelicity, I did 
Not repeat it; but invited my nobles to a banquet, and entertained 
them with dancing and mufick. Thad given leave that all cere- 
mony fhould be fufpended, and that the company fhould treat 
me not as a fovereign but an equal, becaufe the converfation would 
otherwife be encumbered or reftrained; and I encouraged others 
to pleafantry, by indulging the luxuriancy of my own imagi- 
nation. But tho’ I affected to throw off the trappings of royalty, I 
had not fufficient magnanimity to defpife them. I enjoyed the 
voluntary deference which was paid me, and was fecretly offended 
at Alibeg my Vifier, who endeavoured to prevail upon the affembly 
ta enjoy the liberty that had been given them, and was himfelf an 
example of the conduct that he recommended. _I fingled out as the 
fubject of my raillery, the man who alone deferved my approbation ; 
he believed my condefcenfion to be fincere, and imagined that he 
was fecuring my favour, by that behaviour, which had incurred 
my difpleafure; he was, therefore, grieved and confounded to per- 
cieve, that I laboured to render him ridiculous and contemptible : 
I enjoyed his pain, and was elated at my fuccefs; but my atten- 
tion was fuddenly called to my ring, and I percieved the ruby 
change colour. I defifted for a moment; but fome of my cour- 
tiers having difcovered and feconded my intention, I felt my vanity 
and my refentment gratified: I endeavoured to wafh away the re- 
membrance of my ring with wine; my fatire became more bitter, 
and Alibeg difcovered yet greater diftrefs. My ring again re- 
proached me; but I flill perfevered: the Vifier was at length 
roufed to his defence; probably he had difcovered and defpifed 
my weaknefs: his replies were fo poignant, that I became out- 
rageous, and defcended from raillery to invective: at length, dif- 
guifing the anguifh of his mind with a {mile, ‘‘Amurath, faid he, 
‘“< if the Sultan fhould know, that after having invited your friends 
“ to feftivity and merriment, you had affumed his authority, and 
‘< infalted thofe who were not aware that you difdained to be 
‘© treated with the familiarity of friendfhip, you would certainly 
«fall under his difpleafure.” The feverity of this farcafm, 
which was extorted by long provocation from a man warmed 
with wine, ftang me with intolerable rage; 1 ftarted up, and 
fpurning him from the table was about to draw my poignard; 
when my attention was again called to my ring, and I percieved 
with fome degree of regret, that the ruby had faded almoft to a 
perfect white. : 


Bur 
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BuT inftead of refolving to be more watchful againft whatever 
might bring me under this filent reproof, I comforted myfelf, that 
the Genius would no more alarm me with his prefence. The 
irregularities of my conduct increafed almoft imperceptibly, 
and the intimations of my ring became proportionably more 
frequent though lefs forcible, till at laft they were fo familiar, 
that I {carce remarked when they were given and when they 
were fufpended. 


Ir was foon difcovered that I was pleafed with fervility ; fervi- 
lity, therefore, was practifed, and 1 rewarded it fometimes with 4 
fion and fometimes with a place. ‘Thus the government of my 
kingdoms was left to petty tyrants, who opprefied the people to in- 
rich themfelves. In the mean time I filled my Seraglio with wo- 
men, among whom I abandoned: myfelf to fenfuality, without 
enjoying the pure delight of that love which arifes from efteem. 
But I had not yet ftained my hands with blood, nor dared to ri- 
dicule the laws which I neglected to fulfill. 


My refentment againft Alibeg, however unjuft, was inflexible, 
-and terminated in the moft perfect hatred: I degraded him from 
his office; but I ftill kept him at court, that I might imbitter his 
life by perpetual indignities, and practife againft hun new {chemes 
of malevolence. 


SELIMA, the daughter of this prince, had been intended by my 
father for my wife; and the marriage had been delayed only by his 
death: but the pleafure and the dignity that Alibeg would derive 
from this alliance, had now changed my purpofe. Yet fuch was 
the beauty of Sclima, that I gazed with defire; and fuch was her 
wit, that I liftened with delight. I therefore refolved, that I would. 
if poffible feduce her to voluntary proftitution; and that when her 
beauty fhould yield to the charm of vasicty, 1 would difmifa her - 
with marks of difgrace. But in this attempt I could not fucceed; 
my folicitation was rejected, fometimes with tears and fometimes 
with reproach. I became every day more wretched, by feeking to 
bring calamity upon others; I confidered my difappointment as 
the triumph ofa flave, whom I wifhed but did not dare to.deftroy ; 
and I regarded his daughter as the inftrument of my difhonour. 
Thus the tendernefs, which before had often fhaken my purpofe, 
‘was weakened; my defire of beauty became as felfith and as fordid 
an appetite, as my defire of food; and as I had no hope of ub- 
taining the compleat gratification of my luft and my revenge, I 
determined to enjoy Selima by force, as the only expedient to alle- 
viate my torment, 

| SHE 
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SHE refided by my command in an apartment of the Seraglio, 
and I entered her chamber at midnight by a private door of which 
Ihad a key; but with inexpreffible vexation I found it empty. 
To be thus difappointed in my laft attempt, at the very moment 
in which I thought I had infured fuccefs, diftratted me with rage; 
and inftead of returning to my chamber, and concealing my defign, 
I-called for her women. They ran in pale and trembling: I de- 
manded the lady; they gazed at me aftonifhed and terrified, and 
‘ then looking upon each other ftood filent: I repeated my demand 
with fury and execration, and to enforce it called aloud for the. 
minifters of death: they then fell proftrate at my feet, and de- ° 
- clared with one voice that they knew not where fhe was; that 
. they had left her, when they were difmiffed for the night, fitting 
- on a fofa penfive and alone; and that no perfon had fince to their 
. knowledge paffed in:or out of her apartment. 


. The. laft Paper fhould: have: been marked with the. letter A. 


ADVENTURER. 


NUMBER XXL 


To be continued on Tuxspays and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, fanuary 16, 1753. 


*- Si genus bumantum' et mortalia temnitis arma ; 
At fperate Degs memores fandi atque nefandi. © Virc. 


f 


FGEES aN N ‘this account, however ‘incredible, they perfifted 


NA Kj/gue4s_ without variation; and having filled the palace 
ef eat [? 345 with alarm.and confufion, I wasobliged to re- 
wag. 7A WES; tre without gaining any intelligence by what 
c 6 iy oy _ means I had been baffled, or on whom to turn 
6M oe my refentment. { reviewed the tran{actions of 
Micte get the night with anguifh and regret, and be- 


.wildered :myfelf among the innumerable poffibilities that might 
have produced.my difappointment. ° I remembered that the win-_ 
‘dows of Selima’s apartment were open, and I imagined that fhe 
smight that way.have efcaped into the gardens of the Seraglio.' But 
‘why fhould fhe efcape who had never been confined? If fhe had 
-defigned to.depast, fhe ae departed by day. Had a an 
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_aifignation? and did the intand-to return, without being known ‘to 
have been abfent? This fuppofitian incveafed my torment; becaufe,. 
if it was true, Selima had granted to my flave, thatwhich fhe had 
refu(ed to me. ‘But as all thefe conjeétures were uncertain, I.de~ 
termined to make ‘her abfence a pretence to deftray her father. 


In. the»morning.I- gave orders that he fhould- be feized, and 
brought before me; but while I was yet fpeaking, he entered, and 
proftrating himfclf, thus anticipated my accufation: “ May the 
‘¢ Sultan Amurath, in whofe wrath the angel of death goes forth, 
“ rejoice for ever in the {mile of Heaven! Let the wretched Alibeg 
 perifh: but let my lord remember Selima with mercy; let him 
« difmifs the flave in whom he ceafes to delight.” I heard no more, 
but cried out, “: Dareft thou to mock me swith a requedt, to dit 
« mifs the daughter whom thou haft ftolen! ‘thou whofe life, that 
** has been fo often forfeited, I have yet fpared! Reftore her within 
‘“* one hour, or affrosed mercy fhali grve thee pp.” <* O! faid he, 
« Jet not the mighty fovereign of the Eaft {port with the mifery 
© of the weak: if thou haft doomed us to death, let us die to- 
-€C¢ gether.” = 7 = +. 


Ce ao hs ee Se, oo oor yee ae eo , 
‘THoucu I was now convinced, that Alibeg believed I had con- 
“fined Selima, and decreed her death; yet I refolved to perfift in re- 
quiring her at hig hands; and:th¢refore.difmiffad him with a re- 
_petition.of my command, to produce her within an hour upon 
pain of death. BO — 


My ring, which, during this feries of events, had given per- 
‘petual intimations. af guilt, which were always difregarded, now 
prefied my finger fo forcibly, that it gave me great pain, and com- 
pelled.my notice. J immediately retired, and gave way fo the 
difcontent that {welled my bofom. “ How wretched a {lave is 
* Amurath te an invifible tyrant!, A being,. whofe malevolence or 
‘envy bas reftrained me in the exercife of my authority as-a - 
“«« prince, and whofe cunning has ‘contrived’ perpetually to infult 
s* me, by intimating that every action of my life is a crime! How 
* long fhall I groan under this intolerable oppreffien! This 
“* accurfed ring is the badge, and the inftrument of my fubjection 
* and difhenour: he who gave it is now perhaps in fome remote 
“* region of the-air; perhaps he rolls fome planet. jn- its orbit, agi- 
‘© tatesthe fouthern, ocean with a tempeit, or. fhakes fome diftant 
“« regian with an earthquake: but wherever he is, he has furely a 
“ more important employ than to watch my conduct. Perhaps he 
“« has contrived this Talifman, only to reftrain. me: frem the en- 
“« joyment of fome.good, which he wifhes to withold. TI feel that 
“ my defires are controuled; .and to gratify thefe -defires is to 

““ he 
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‘be happy.” As I ‘pronounced thefe words, J drew off the 
sing, and threw it to the ground with difdain and indignation :. 
immediately the air-grew:dark ;, a cloud burft in thunder over my. 
head, and:the-eye of Synadarac was upon me. I ftood before him. 
motionlefs and filent. harror thrilled in my veins, and my hair 
ftood upright. I had.neither power to deprecate his anger, nor to, 
iconfefs my faults. In his countenance there was a calm feverity ; 
and I heard him pronounce thefe wards: “ Thow haft now, as’ 
“« far as it is in thy own power, thrown off humanity and degraded 
“« thy ‘being: thy form, therefore, fhall no longer conceal thy 
“ nature, nor thy example render thy vices contagious.” He then. 
touched. me with his: rod; and, while the. found of his voice yet - 
vibrated. in my ears, I found myfelf in the mid of a defart, not 
in the form of a.man but:of a monfter, with the fore parts of my 
‘body like awolf, and.the hinder parts like a goat. I was ftill con. 
fcious to-every event of my life, and my intelleCtual powers were . 
continued, though my paffions were irritated to frenzy. I now 
rolled in the.fand in an agony not to be defcribed;; and now haf- 
tily traverfed: the defart, ‘impelled.only by the vain defire of flying 
from myfelf. I now bellowed. with rage, and now. howled in 
‘defpair.; thissmoment I breathed execrations againft the Genius, 
and the-next.reproached .myfelf for having forfeited his friendhhip. 


By this violent agitation of mind and‘body, the powers.of beth 
‘were foon exhaufted: Lctawled into.a:den which I perceived near 
ame, and immediately fonk down.in.a ftate of infenfibility. J 
‘flept; ‘but ficep, inftead.of prolonging, ,put.an end,.to this interval 
-of quiet. “The:Genijus.ftill: terrified me with his prefence: I heard 
his ‘fentence .repeated,...and fele, again. edi ,the hosrors of my 
‘transformation. When 1. awaked, I) was, net sefrefhed; -cala- 
mity, though. it is.compelled..to. admit /flumber, can-yet exclude 
reft. But.I.was.now rouzed by hunger; for hunger like fleep is 
wrefitible, = Fe - ; 


- T-went out in fear¢h.of. prey; and if I felt any alleviation. of 
imifery, befide the hepe of fatisfying my appetite, if was in, the 
thought of tearing to pieces whatever. I.fhould. meet, ,and inflicting 
fome part-of the evil which I endured. for though I regretted my 
‘punifhment, .I did not: repent of my crimes: .and; as I imagined 
-Syndarac would now; neither migitate nor increafe. my {fuffcrings, | 
] was not.reftrained, either by hope or fear, from, indulging my 
-difpofition to cruelty.and revenge..: ‘But. while 1 was thus meditay 
ting. the deftruction. of others, I trembled, left by fome fironger 
favage Lfhould bedeftroyed myfelf; §: 00 


t 
boltan 


In 
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In the midft of this variety of torment, I heard the cry of dogs, 
the trampling of horfes, and the fhouts of the hunters; and fuch is 
the love of life, however wretched,. that my heart funk within me 
at the feund. To hide myfelf was mpoffible, and I was too 
much infeebled either to fly or refaft. I ftood ftill till they came 
up. At firft they gazed at me with wonder, and doubted whether 
they fhould advance: but at length a. flave threw a net over me, 
and-I was dragged to the-city. 


~ I now entered the metropolis of my empire, amidft the noife 
and tumult of a rabble, who the day before would have hid them- 
felves at my prefence. _ 1 heard the found of mufic at a diftance: 
the heralds approached, and Alibeg was proclaimed in my ftead. 
I was now deferted by the multitude, whofe curiofity was diverted 
by the pomp of the preceffion; and was conducted to the place 
where other favages are kept, which cuftom has confidered as part 
of the regalia. : : | | 


My keeper was a black flayz whom I did not remember ever to 
have feen, and in- whom it would indeed have been a fatal pre- 
fumption to have ftood before me. After he had given me food, 
and the vigour of nature was reftored, he difcovered in me fuch 
tokens of ferocity, that he fuffered me to faft many hours before 
I was again fed. I was fo enraged at this delay, that, forgetting 
my dependance, I roared horribly when. he again approached me: 
fo that he found. it neceflary..to. add -blows to hunger, that he 
might gain fuch an afcendency over me, as was fuitable’ to his 
office. By this flave, therefore, 1 was alternately ‘beaten and 
famifhed, till the fiercenefé of my difpofstian being fupprefled by 
fear and languor, a milder temper infenfibly ftole upon me; ‘anda 
demeanour that was. begun -by.conftraint, was continued by habit. 


I was now treated with lefs feverity, and ftrove to exprefs fome- 
thing like gratitude, that might encourage my keeper to yet greater 
kindnefs. His vanity was flattered by my fubmiffion; and; to thew 
as well his courage as the {uccefs of his difcipline, he ventured 
fometimes to -carefs me in the prefence of thofe whofe curiofity 
brought them to fee me. A kind of friendthip thus imperceptibly 
grew between us, and I felt fome degree .of . the sfection ‘that 
I had feigned. it happened that.a tyger which had ‘been 
lately ‘taken, broke one.day into my den while my keeper was 
Biving me my provifion, and leaping upon him would inftantly have 
torn him to peices, if I had-not feized the favage by the throat and 
dragged him to the ground: the flave prefently .difpatched him 
with his dagger, and turned about to carefe his deliverer; but 


ftarting 
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ftarting fuddenly’ backward, he ftood motionlefs with aftonith- 


‘ment, percieving that I was ne longer a monfter but a dog. 


I was myfelf confcious of the change which had again paffed 
‘upon me, and leaping out of my den e{caped from my confine- 
ment. This transformation I confidered as a reward of my 
fidelity, and was perhaps never. more happy than in the firft mo- 
‘ments of my wry ; for I reflected, that as a dog my liberty was 
inot only reftored but infured; [ was no longer fufpected of quali- 
ties which rendered me unfit for fociety; I had fome faint refem- 


~ blance of human virtue which is not found in other animals, and 


therefore hoped to be'more generally-careffed. But it was not long 
‘before this joy fubfided in the remembrance of that dignity from 
which I had fallen, and from which I was ftill at an immeafu- 
rable diftance. Yet I lifted up my heart in gratitude, to the Power 
who had once more brought me within the circle of nature. As 
a brute 1 was more thankful for a mitigation of punifhment, than 
as a.king I had been for offers of the higheft happinefs and honour. 
And who that is not taught by affliction, can juftly eftimate the 
bounties of Heaven? ; . 

As foon as the firft tumult of my mind was paft, I felt an irre- 
fiftible inclination once more to vifit the apartments of my Seraglio. 
I placed myfelf behind an Emir whom I knew to have been the 
friend of Alibeg, and was permitted to follow him into the pre- 
fence. The perfons and the place, the retrofpection of my life 
which they produced, and the comparifon of what I was with 
what I had been, almoft overwhelmed me. I went unobferved 
into the garden, and lay down under the fhade of an almond tree, 
that I might indulge thofe reflections, which though they oppreffed 
me with melancholy I did not with to lofe. 


I had not been long in this place, before a little dog, which I 
knew to be the fame that I {purned from me when he careffed me at 
my return from hunting, came and fawned at my feet. My heart 
now {mote me, and I faid to myfelf, ‘“ Doft thou know me 
< under this difguife? is thy fidelity to thy lord unfhaken? cut 


' 4 off as I am from the converfe of mankind, haft thou preferved 


“© for me an affection, which I once fo lightly efteemed, and re- 
“© quited with evil? This forgetfulnefs of injury, and this fteady 
«< friendfhip, are they lefs than human, or are they more?” I was 
not prevented by thefe reflections from returning the careffes that I 
received; and Alibeg, who juft then entered the garden, took 
notice of me, and ordered that I fhould not be turned out. 


In 
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In the Seraglio I foon learned, that a body which was thought 
‘to be mine, was found dead in the chamber; and that Alibeg 
had been chofen to fucceed me, by the unanimous voice of the 
people: but I gained no intelligence of Selima, whofe apartment 
I found in the poffeffion of another, and for whom I had fearched 
every part of the palace in vain., I became reftlefs ; every place 
was irkfome; a defire to wander prevailed; and one evening I went 
out at the garden gate, and, travelling till midnight, I lay down 
.at the foot ofa fycamore tree.and flept. 


Ay the morning, I beheld with furprize a wall of marble that 
feemed to reach ta heaven, and gates that were fculptured with 
every emblem of delight. Over the gate was infcribed in letters 
of gald, “ Within this wall liberty is unbounded, and felicity 
‘“¢ compleat: nature is not oppreffed by the tyranhy of religion, 
** nor is pleafure awed by the frown of virtue. The gate is obe- 
‘Ss dient to thy with, whofoever thou art; enter, therefore, and 
“ be happy.” 


Wuen I read this infcription, my bofom throbbed with tumul- 
‘uous expectation: but my defire to enter was reprefied by the 
reflection, that I had loft the form, in which alone I could gratify 
the appetites of aman. Defire and curiofity were notwithftanding 
-predominant: the daor immediately opened inward; I entered, 
and it clofed after me. 
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SATURDAY, January 20, 1753. 


‘ Rurfus et in veterem fato revoluta figuram. — VIRG. 


797 U T my ears were now ftunned with the diffo- 
nance of riot, and my eye fickened at the con- 
tortions of mifery: difeafe was vifible in every 
countenance, however otherwife imprefied 
with the character of rage, of drunkennefs, 
asee orof luft. Rape and murder, revelling and 


oh cas ~ 


ftrife, filled every ftreet and every dwelling. 


As my retreat was cut off, I went forward with timidity and 
circum{pection ; for I imagined, that I could no otherwife efcape 
injury, than by eluding the notice of wretches, whofe propenfity 
to ill was reftrained by no law; and I perceived too late, that to 
punith vice, is to promote happinefs. | 


nr a 
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Ar was now evening; and that. I might pas the aight in greater 
fecurity, I quitted the public way, and perceiving a houfe that was 
incircled by a mote, I fwarn over to tt, and chofe an obicore cor- 
- ner of the area for my afylum. 1 heard from within the found. of 
dancing and rnufic: but after afhort interval, was alarmed with the 
- amenaces of rage, the fhrieks of terrér, and the wailings of diftrefs, 
‘The window of the banqueting room flew epen, and fome venifon 
was thrown out which fell juft at my feet. As I had eaten nothing 
fince my departure from the Seraglio, I regarded this as a fortu- 
nate accident; and after the pleafure of an unexpected repaft, I 
again lay down 1 in expectation of the morning, with hdpé and fear: 
but in a fhort time, many perfons rufhed from the houfe with 
lights, and feemed folicitous to gather up the venifon which had 
been thrown outs but not being able to find it, and at the fame 
time percieving me, they judged that I had devoured it. I was 
imnmediatety feized and fed into the houfe: bur as I could not 
difcover, that I was the object cither of malignity or kindnefs, I 
was in doubt what would be the ifiue of the event. It was not 
long before this doubt was refolved.; for I foon learned from the 
difcourfe of thofe about me, that I was fufpeGed to have eaten 
poifon which had been inténded for another,and was fecured, that 
the effect might either remove or confirm the fufpicion. As it was 
not expected. that the poifon would immediately operate, I was 
locked up in a room by myfelf, where I reflected upon the caufe 
and the event of my confinement, with —— anguifh, anx- 
iety, and terror. | 


In this gloomy interval, a fudden light fhone round me, and I 
found myfelf once more in the prefence of the Genius, I 
crawled towards him trembling and confounded, but not utterly 
without hope. <“* Yet a few moments,” faid he, “and the angel 
“ of death fhall teach thee, that the wants of nature cannot be 
‘* fapplied with fafety, where the inordinate appetites of vice are 
< not reltrained. Thy hunger required food; but the luft and re- 
«< venge of others have given thee poifon.” My blood grew chill 
as he fpake; I difcovered and abhorred my folly: but while I 
wifhed to exprefs my contrition, I fell down in an agony; my 
eyes failed me, I fhivered, was convulfed, and expired. 

THAT 


eee 


No22 THE ADVENTURER. 129 


> -THat {park of immaterial fire which no violence can quench, 
tofe up from the daft which had thus been reftored to the earth, 


and ow. animated the form ofa deve.. On this new ftate of ex- 
ittence 1 entered with inexprefible: delight : I imagined that my 
wings wete notonly’a pledge af fafety, but of the favour of Syn- 
‘darac, whom 1 was now more than ever folicitous to pleafe. I 
flew immediately. from the window, and, turning towards the wall 
ahrough which I had entered, ‘I endeavored to rife above it, that I 
-might quit for ever, a place in-which guilt and wretchednefe were 
cotnplicated in every object, and-which I now detefted as much as 
‘before 1 had defied. But over this regton a fulphureous vapour | 
hovered like.a thiek dloud, which I had no fooner entered than I 
fell down pantiag for breath, and had farce ftrength to keep miy 
~wings Cufliciently extended to Break my fall. it was now mid- 
night, and 1 alighted near the mouth of a cave, in which I thought 
ahete appeated fomve faint glimatmerings of light. Into this place 
I entered without niuch apprehehfion ; as it feemed rather to be 
the retreat of penitence, than the recefs of luxury: but left’ the 
noite of my wings thould difcover me to any hateful or mifchievous 
inhabitant of this gloomy folitude, I entered in filence and upon 
my feet. AsI went forward, the cave grew wider ; and by the 
Aight of a lamp, which was fufpended from the roof, I difcoyered 
a hermit liftening to a young lady, who feemed to be greatly af- 
feGted with the events which fhe was relating. Of the hermit I 
had no knowlege ; but the lady I. difcerned to be Selima. I was 
{truck with amazement at this difcovery; I remembered with the 
deepeft contrition my attempts upon her virtue, and I now fecretly 
rejoiced that the had rendered them ineffectual. 1 watched her lips 
with the utmoft impatience of cufiodity, and fhe continued her 
narrative. | 


« T was fitting on a fofa one evening after 1 had been carefled 
‘ by Amurath, and my imagination kindled as I mufed. Why, 
«© faid Taloud, fhould I give up the delights of love with the 
“ {plendor of royalty? fince the prefumption of my father has 
“ prevented my marriage, why fhould I not accept the bleffings 
“© that are {till offered? Why is defire reftrained by the dread of 


* fhame? and why is the pride of virtue offended by the foftnefs 
. <3 of 
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“< of nature? Immediately a thick cloud furrounded me; I felt 
“ myfelf lifted up, and conveyed through the air with incredible 
“ rapidity. I defcended, the cloud diffipated, and I found myfelf 
“< fitting in an alcove, by the fide of a canal that incircled a ftately 
‘“ edifice anda fpacious garden. I faw many perfons pafs along; 
“© but. difcovered in all fomething either diffolute or wretched, 
‘¢ fomething that alarmed my fears, or excited my pity. 1 fuddenly 
‘* perceived many men with their {words drawn, contending fora 
.“ woman, who was forced along irrefiftibly by the crowd, which 
‘“ moved direétly towards the place in which I was fitting. I was 
‘“ terrified, and looked round me with eagernefs, to fee where I 
‘¢ could retreat for fafety. A perfon richly drefied percieved my 
-« diftrefs, and mvtted me into the houfe which the canal fur- 
‘* rounded. Of this invitation 1 haftily accepted. with gratitude and 
“© joy: but I foon remarked feveral incidents, which filled me 
‘© with new perplexity and apprehenfion. I was welcomed to a 
‘© place, in which infamy -and honour were equally unknown; 
«© where every wifh was indulged without the violation of any law, 
“and where the will was therefore determined only by appetite. 
“* I was prefently furrounded by women, whofe behaviour covered 
‘“¢ me with blufhes ; and though I rejected the carefles of the per- 
‘© fon into whofe power I was delivered, yet they became jealous 
‘¢ of the ciftinction with which he treated me: my expoftulations 
‘« were not heard, and my tears were treated with merriment: pre- _ 
‘“* parations were made for revelling and jollity: 1 was invited to 
‘<-join the dance, and upon my refufal was entertained with mu- 
“fic. In this dreadful fituation, I fighed thus to myfelf: How 
“ fevere is that juftice, which tranfports thofe who form licen- 
-* tious wifhes, to a fociety in which they are indulged without re- 
- ftraint! Who fhall deliver me from the effects of my own folly? 
‘© who fhall defend me againft the vices of others? At this mo- 
‘“¢ ment I was thus encouraged by the voice of fome iavifible being ; 
‘ The friends of virtue are mighty; reject not their protection, and 
“ thou art fafe. As 1 renounced the prefumptuous wifh which 
‘«« had once polluted my mind, I exulted in this intimation with an 
“ afiurance of relief; and when fupper was fet before me, I fuf- 
-“ fered the principal lady to ferve me with fome venifon; but the 
‘« friendly voice having warned me that it was poifoned, I fell 


« back 
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“* back in my feat and turned pale: the lady inquired earneft'y 
“© what had difordered me; but inftead of making a reply, I 
*« threw the venifon from the window, and declared that the had 
“* intended my death. The mafter of the table, who perceived 
** the lady to whom I {poke change countenance, was at once con- 
“* vinced, that fhe had indeed attempted to poifon me, to preferve 
* that mtereft which as a rival the feared I thould fubvert. He 
** rofe up in a rage, and commanded the venifon to be produced ; 
“« a dog that was fuppofed to have eaten it was brought in: but 
** before the event could be known, the tumult was become ge- 


“© neral.; and my tival, after having fuddenly ftabbed her patron, 
“« plunged the fame poignard in her own bofom. 


‘“ In the midft of this confufion-I found means to efcape, and 
¢ wandered through the city in fearch of fome obfcure rece{s, 
«* where, if I received not the affiftance which I hoped, death at 
‘© Jeaft might fecure my perfon from violation, and clofe.my eyes 


© on thofe fcenes, which, wherever 1 turned, filled. me not only 


“« with difguft but with horror. By that BENEVOLENT Power, 
** who, as a prefervative from mifery, has placed in us a fecret 
“and arrefiftible difapprobation of vice, my feet have been di- 
“ rected to thee, whofe virtue has participated in my diftrefs, and 
‘© whofe wifdom may effect my deliverance.” ne" 


I gazed upon Selima, while I thus learned the ardour of that af- 
feftion which I had abufed, with fentiments that can fever be con- 
ceived but when they are felt. I wastouched with the moft bitter 
remorfe, for having produced one with that could ftain {0 amiable 
a mind; and abhorred myfelf for having ufed the power which J 
derived from her tendernefs, to effeé& her deftruétion. My fond- 
nefs was not lefs ardent, but it was more chafte and tender ; defire 
was not extinguifhed, but it was almoft abforbed in efteem. | felt 
a paffion, to which, till now, I had been a ftranger: and the mo- 
ment LoveE was kindled in my breaft, I refumed the form proper to 
the nature in which alone it can fubfift; and Selima beheld Amu- 
‘rath at her feet. At my fudden and unexpected appearance, the 
colour faded from her cheeks, the powers of life were fufpended, 
and fhe funk into my arms. Iclafped her to my breaft, and looking 

towards 
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towards the hermit for his :affiftance, I beheld in his ftead the 
friendly Genius, who had taught me happinets by affliction. Atthe 
fame inftant Selima recovered. ‘* Arife,” faid Syndarac, “ and 
“ look round.” We looked round; the darknefs was fuddenly 
diMfipated, and we perceived ourfelves m the road to Golconda, and 
the fpires of the city {parkled beforeus. ‘* Go,” faid he, “ Amu- 
‘¢ rath, henceforth the hufband of Selima, and the father of thy 
“© people! I have revealed thy ftory to Alibeg in a vifion ; he ex- 
‘© pects thy return, and the chariots are come out to meet thec. 
“© Go, and I will proclaim before thee, Amurath, the Sultan of the 
‘< Eaft, the judge of nations, the taught of heaven; Amurath; 
“¢ whofe ring is equal to the ring of Solomon, returns to reign 
‘© with wifdom, and diffufe felicity.” I now lifted up my eycs, 
and beheld the chariots coming forward. We were received ‘by 
Alibeg with fentiments which could not ‘be uttered, and by the 
people with the loudeft acclamations: Syndarac proclaimed our 
return, in thunder that was heard through all the nations of my 
empire; and has ptolonged my reign in profperity and peace. 


' For the, world I have written, and by the world let what I write 
be remembered: for to none who hear of the ring of Amurath, 
fhall its influence be wanting. Of this, is not thy heart a witnefs, 
thou, whofe eye drinks inftruction from my pen? haft theu not a 
monitor who reproaches thee in fecret, when thy foot deviates from 
the path-of virtue? Neglect not the firft whifpers of this friend to 
thy foul; it is the voice of a greater than Syndarac, to refit whofe 
influence is to invite deftruction, i 
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TUESDAY, ‘January 23,:1753. 


Quo fit, ut omnis 


Votivd pateat veluts defcripta tabelld 
Vita 


Hor. 


Give MONG the many Pocket-Compantons, New Memo- 
Se S randum. Books, Gentleman and Tradefman's Daily 
eee Afifiants, and. other productions of the like na- 

LO Sy = ture, calculated for the ufe. of thofe who mix in 
BISONS Sia the buftle of the world; I cannot but applaud 
thofe polite and elegant inventions, The Lapies Memorandum Books, 
as thefe feem. chiefly. adapted to the more: important bufineffles of 


pleafure and amufement. I fhall not take upon me to determine 
Z which 


at 
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which is the moft preferable: each of them being, if you believe 


the folemn affeverations of their proprietors, the deff and moft complete - 


of its kind that bas hitherto been publifhed. 


Tue utility of thefe little books, with refpect to the fair fex, is. 


on the firft view apparent; as they are divided for each day of the 
week into diftiné&t columns, allotted to the feveral branches of en- 
gagements, expences, and occasional ‘memorandums. Thefe indeed 
comprehend every thing that can either attract their regard, or take 
up. their time: I fhall therefore point out fome particular advan- 
tages, that will arife from a right ufe and regulation of them. 


WITH regard to engagements, it is very well known, what embar- 
rafiments, jealoufies, and quarrels, have aerifen from an erro- 
neous management in that moft effential part of female tranfaCtions, 
the paying and receiving. of wifits. It has hitherto been ufual to 
truft entirely in this point to the care of an illiterate footman, or 
heedlefs porter, who is to take account of all the raps at the door, 
and to enter the names of the feveral vifitants in a regular journal. 
Hence it frequently happens, that the bond of amity is diffolved, 
and perpetual variance created between families, by the miftake or 
forgetfulnefs of a fervant. Lady Formal and Mrs. Prim were once 
the moft intimate females living : they curtfied to one another regu- 
larly at church and the playhoufe, talked together wherever they 
met, and left their names-once a month alternately at each other’s 
houfes for feveral years ; till it happened that lady formal’s Swifs 
forgot to fet down Mrs. Prim’s laft vifit to her ladyfhip ; which oc- 
cafions them now to ftare at one another like perfect ftrangers, while 
each confiders the other as guilty of that moft atrocious crime, the 
owing a vifit. . A card was fent two months beforehand, to invite 
Mrs. Gadubcut toa rout; but by the negligence of the maid it unfor- 
; fortunately 


SO Serre erage 
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‘fortunately mifcarried, before the date of it was pofted in the day- 
book ; and confequently fhe was prevented from going. The af- 
front was unpardonable; her abfence rendered one whift-table 
ufelefs ; the neglect was told every where, and the innocent Mrs. 
Gadabout wonders at the reafon why the is fo feldom invited as a party 
in card-afiemblies. Thefe lamentable miftakes are, therefore, 
effeCually guarded againft by the ufe of the MEmMorANDUM-Book, 
which puts it in every lady’s power to keep a more exact regifter of 
all her engagements, and to ftate the balance of vifits fairly between 
debtor and creditor. 


AnD as there is certainly ne virtue more amiable, or of greater 
emolument, than female ceconomy, (to which nothing contributes 
more than a jut knowledge of expences) the MEMoRANDUM-Book 
has alfo wifely provided . for this; in which, under the article of 
expences, the lady may fet down the particular fums laid out in 
mafquerade tickets, fubfcription concerts, wax-lights for routs, 
drums or hurricanes, bitth-day fuits, chair-hire, and the like: fhe 
may alfo know the trye balance between her winnings and lofings, 
and make a due regiftry of her debts of honour. . For want of this 
method many widows of diftincion have imperceptibly run out 
the whole income of their jointures in a few months, and been 


‘forced to retire the reft of the year into country lodgings ; and many 


amarried ladies have been conftrained to petition the brutes their 
hufbands for the advance of .a quarter’s pin-moncy, ‘to fatisfy the 
importunate dunnings of a needy. boncurable gamefter. 


Tue blank allotted for occafional memorandums may be filled up 
from time to time with the lye of the day, topics of {candal, 
names and abedes of milliners, defcriptions of new fafhions, and a 


shundred -other -circumftances of equal importance. This will 
creatly 


136 THE ADVENTURER. No.23. 


greatly relieve the memory; and furnifh an.inexhauftible ftore . of 


matter for. polite couverfation. 


Tuere is another very pleafing advantage arifing from the ufe 
of thefe books, as we are informed by one of the compilers, who 
acquaints us, that 2f preferved, they will enable any lady to tell what 
bufinefs fhe has tranfacied, and what company [the has] been in, every 
day, during any period of ber life. How enchanting, .how rapturous, 
mutt fuch a review prove to thofe who make a figure in the polite 
world! to live over their days again! to recall the tranfporting ideas 
of mafquerades, plays, concerts, cards, and drefs! to revive loft 
‘enjoyments, and in imagination to tread over. again the delightful 
round of paft pleafures! 


I was led to the confideration :of this fubje& by a vifit I the 
other day made a polite lady,-whom I found earneftly employed in 
writing. I would have withdrawn immediately ; but fhe told me 
‘fhe was only entering fome particulars in her memorandum-book, 
‘which would foon be finifhed; and defired me to take a chair. [ 
exprefled fgme curiofity to know her method; upon which fhe 
very frankly put the book into my hand, bidding me perufe it; 
‘* for, fays fhe, I do nothing that I xeed be afhamed of.” As fhe 
was foon after called out of the room, I took the opportunity of 
tranfcribing her firft week’s account, which I fhall faithfully prefent 
to my fair readers, as a farther illuftration of the ufe of thefe books, 
and (if they pleafe) asa pattern for their practice, 


ENGAGE- 


No. 23. 


ENGAGEMENTS. 


January. 
1. Monpnay. To call at Deard’s 


in the morning. To dine with 
my hufband’s uncle, the city 
merchant. 


2. TurspAy. In the morning 
with the Mifs Flareits, to drive 
to the filk-mercers, &c. At 
night, to go to the Geni. 
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OccASIONAL MEMORANDUMS. 


City politenefs intolerable ! 
Crammed with mince-pies, and 
fatigued with compliments of 


the feafon! Play at Pope Joan 


. for pence! O the creatures ! 


A beautiful new French bro- 
cade at Silver-tongue’s on Lud- 
gate-hill. Mem. To teize my 
hufband to buy me a fuit of it— 


Engaged the ftage-box for 


: ’ Woodward's night. 


3. WEDNESDAY. Expe@ Ma- 
demoifelle la Tour to try on 
my French head. ~in the even- 
ing to pay forty-three vifits. 


4. Tuurspay. My own day. 
At home. To have a drum ma- 
jor and feventeen card-tables. 


5. Fripay. To go to the auc- 
tion with Lady Nicknack. To 
dine at home with a parcel of 


my hufhand’s city relations. 


6. Saturpay. Monfieur Le 
Frife all the morning to drefs my 
head. At night (being Twelfth- 
night) at court. To dance, if I 
can, with the handfome Bob 
Brilliant.. 


Mademoifelle the milliner tells 
me Lady Z’s in the ftraw, and 
captain X is fuppofed to be the 
caufe of it—Told it as a great 


_ fecret at Lady F's, the countefs 


of L’s, Mrs. R’s, &c. &c. &c 


Mifs Sharp is a greater cheat 
than her mamma. Company 
went before five. Stupid crea- 
ture Mrs. Downr ight! never 
to have read Hoyle! 


Lady Nicknack finely taken in. 
The whole day a blank. Head- 
ach. Could not drefs. Went 
to bed horrid foon ;—before one. 
Hufband drunk. Lay alone, my 
maid with me. 


My left temple finged with the 
curling-iron. Several fineFrench 
dreffes at court; but lady Home- 
bred’s, paultry Englifh! Sir John 
Dapperwit whifpered me, that 
Mifs Bloom was almoft as char- 
ming as inyfelf. She muft paint, 
I am certain. 
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ENGAGEMENMS 


January. 

7. SunDaAy. If I rife foon e- 
nough, St. Jamess*Church. In 
the afternoon, to write a de- 
fence of Hoyle to Mifs Petu- 
lant at Bath, who has contro- 
verted fome of his principles. 
Lady Brag’s in the evening. 


OccASIONAL MEMORANDUMs. 


Not up till two. . Finithed my 
letter at fix. Bad luck at night. 


Never could win on Sundays. 


Mifs Serious, who hates cards, 
{ays it is a judgment. 


Among the articles under Expences I found the following. 


January. 


1. Bought at Deard’s, 2 bauble for a New-year’s gift 


to my little god-child 

3. To Mrs. La Toure, in part ofher bill — —sr 10 
To ditto, for extraordinary trouble — —3 12 
5. Bought at the auction, achinalap-dog —- —4 9g 
6. Monfieur Le Frife, for dreffing my head, &c. —o 10 
7. Loft at cards, at Lady Brag’s —- —- —-—47 5 
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I intend in a future paper to take notice of fome other advan- 


tages to be drawn from fuch a ufe of thefe Memorandum Books, as 


above ftated; and fhall at prefent conclude with defiring my female 


readers to fupply themfelves immediately, and to fend me an ac 
count of theufe they make of them. 
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SATURDAY, Yanuary 27, 1753. 


Longa mora eff, quantum noxe fit ubique repertum, 
Enumerare.— | + OQvip. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


ats O U have lately remarked, that the fedentary 
Cy and reclufe, thofe who have not acquired an ex- 
tenfive and experimental knowledge of man- 
kind, are frequently warmed with conceptions, 
which, when communicated, are received with 
the moft frigid indifference. As I have no pre- 
SeeesZ5 tenfions to this knowledge, it is probable, that 
the fubject of my y letter, though it pleafed me in the fervour of my 
imagination, may yet appear to others trite and unimportant: to 
your judgment, therefore, I appeal, as the fub(titute of the public, 
and leave you to determine both for them and for me. 


I have a fmall eftate in a remote and fequeftered part of the 
kingdom, upon which J have conftantly refided. As in this place 
Aa J 
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_I was not feduced to--entertainments that. endangered either my 
virtue or my fortune, I.indulged my inchnation to books; and by 
-reading-I could always prevent folitude from becoming: irkfome. 
‘My library confifted chiefly of books of entertainment, but they 
were the beft of their kind; and, therefore, though I was moft 
delighted with dramatic writings, I had no plays but Shakefpear’s : 
-Shakefpear was, indeed, my favourite author ; and after my fancy 
had been bufied in attempting to realize the fcenes that he drew, I 
fometimes regretted the labour, and fometimes repined that it was 
ineffectual. I longed'to fee them reprefented on a theatre; and 
had formed romantic ideas of the force they would derive from 
proper action, habits, and machinery. 


Tue death of a wealthy relation of my wife’s, who has made 
my little boy his heir, called me this winter to London. I fet out 
alone ; and as I had been ufed to that reciprocation of affection and 
duty, which conftitutes the happinefs of a family; as we all met 
together in the evening, after having been feparated by the different 
employments of the day, with {miles of complacency and good 
humour, «and mutually rejoiced. in the. fatisfaction which each de- 
rived from the prefence of the other; I found myfelf, after my 
firft day’s journey, in a very forlorn and comfortlefs fituation at an 
inn. My evening. was paffled among: people, with:whom [ had 
‘no tender connexion; and when I went to bed, I reflected, 
that there was not within many miles a fingle perfon, who cared 
whether I fhould be found living or dead in the morning. 


Tue melancholy which this fituation, and “thefe ‘refiections, 
however whimfical, brought upon me, increafed as my home be- 
came more diftant. But the moment I entered London, f{pecula- 
tion was.at anend; the mnumerable obje@s' which rufhed ypon.my 

fenfes, left me power only to hear and fee. 


_ Wuen I turned into the inn-yard, the firft thing that caught my 
attention was a large fheet of paper, printed in-charaClers that 
differed not only in fize but colour, fome being red and others 
black. By the perufal of this pompous page, I learned that a co- 
medy and.a pantomime were to be. performed at the theatre in the 
evening. It was now two o'clock; and-I refolved to atone for the 
want of enjoyments whichI had left behind me, by fecuring what 
J had becn ufed-to think the. hjgheft intellectual .entertainment 
which art could furnifh: the play was not indeed a tragedy, nor 
Shakefpear’s; but if it was not excellent, -it was new to me, and 
therefore equally excited my curiofity. As foon as I had taken 
pofleffion of aroom, and fafely depofited my.portmanteau, Icom- 
-mumucated my purpofe to my hoft, who.told me.I could not have a 

-bétter 
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‘better opportunity ; for that both the play and entertainment were 
' thought by the beft judges to be very fine, and the principal parts 

were to be performed by the moft celebrated actors of the age. 
‘My imagination was fired-with this account ; and being told that 
the ‘houfe would be fo foon full, that to fecure a good place I muft 
“be there by four o’clock; I haftily {wallowed my dinner, and getting 
“Into a hackney coach, was driven to the theatre, and by the-coach- 
‘‘man concucted to the door that leads to the pit. 


At this door I waited near half an hour with the utmoft impa- 
‘tience; and the moment it was open, rufhed:in, driven forward by 
the crowd that had gathered round me. Following the example ‘of 
‘others, I paid'my three fhillings, and entering the pit among the firft 

that gained admittance,‘ feated myfelf as near as I could to the-center. 
After having gazed once or twice round me with wonder and -cu- 
tiofity, my mind was whelly taken up in the anticipation of my en- 
‘tertainment, which -did mot, however, much alleviate the torments 
of delay. At length, the ftage was illuminated, the laft mufic was 
“played, and I ‘beheld the curtain rife with an ‘emotion which, per- 
haps, was little inferior to that of «a lover, when heis firft admitted 
‘to the prefence of his miftrefs. 


Bur jaft at this moment, a very tall-man, by the-contrivance of 
“two ladies, who had kept a feat for him by ‘fpreading their hoops, 
‘placed himfelf fo exactly before'me, that his head intercepted great 
“part of the ftage, and I-could now fee the actors no lower than 
the “knee. This incident, after all my care and ‘folicitude to fecure 
‘an advantageous fituation, was extremely vexatious ; my attention to 
“the play was for fome time fufpénded, and I fuftered much more than 
-lenjoyed: but it was not long before the fcenery and the dialogue 
“wholly. poflefled my mind; I accommodated myfelf the beft 1 
‘could to the mnconvenience of ‘my feat, and thought of it no 
more. The ‘firft act, as it was little more than a prelude to the 
_adtion, pleafed-me rather by what it promifed, than by what it 
“gave: I expected the fequel with yet:more ardour, and fuffered the. 
‘interval with all the fretfulnefs of fufpended curiofity. The fecond 
‘act gratified my imagination with a greater variety of incidents ; 
but thev were fuch as had a direct tendency to render appetite too 
“ftrong for the curb of reafon: 1 this moment rioted in the Juxu- 
‘Tious banquet, that was by a kind cf enchantment placed before 
‘me; and the next reflected with regret and indignation upon thofe 
arts, under the influence of which I perceived my virtue to. be 
enervated, and that I‘became contemptible even to myfelf. But 
‘this ftruggle did not laft long: thofe images which could not be 
feen without danger, were {till multiplymg before me; my re- 


fiftance grew proportionably more languid; and at length I in- 
_ ; | dulged 
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dulged every fenfation without inquiry, whether I was animated to 
the imitation of virtue, or feduced by the blandifhments of vice. 


In the third actI was become acquainted with the characters, which 
the author intended to exhibit; and difcerned that, though fome of 
them were fuftained with great judgment and addrefs, yet others 
were miftaken : I had {till fome perfon before me,whofe manner was 
that of a player, and who, when | had been introduced into fcenes 
of real life by the fkill of another, immediately brought me- back 
to acroudand atheatre: I found, that upon the whole, I was not 
fo conftantly prefent to the events of the drama, as if 1 had read 
them filently in my ftudy, though fome circumftances might, be 
more forcibly reprefented: but thefe critical remarks, as they 
leffened my pleafure, I refolvedtoremit. Inthe fourth act, there- 
fore, I endeavoured to fupply every defect of the performer by the 
force of my own fancy, and in fome degree I fucceeded: but my 
pleafure was now interrupted by another caufe,; for though my en- 
tertainment had not been equal to my expectation, yet 1 now be- 
gan to regret that it was almoft at end, and earneftly wifhed that it 

“was again to begin. In the fifth at, curiofity was no longer ex- 
cited ; I had difcovered in what events the action would terminate, 
and what was to be the fate of the perfons: nothing remained, but 
the forms neceffary to the conclufion of the play; the marriage of 
lovers; their reconciliation with offended parents; and the fudden 
reformation of arake, who had, through the whole reprefentation, 
been employed to produce incidents which might render his vices 
contagious, and to difplay qualities that might fave them from 
contempt. But tho’ the laft act was thus rendered infipid, yet I was 
forry when it was over: I reflected with a figh, that the time was at 
hand, in which I muft return to the comfortlefs folitude of my inn 


But this thought, however mortifying, was tranfient ; I 
pleafed myfelf with the expectation of the pantomime, an en- 
tertainment of which I had no conception, and of which I 
had heard the higheft encomium from thofe about me: J, there- 
gore, once more fat down upon the rifing of the curtain, with | 
an attention to the ftage which nothing could divert. I gazed at 
the prodigies which were every moment produced before me, with 
aftonifhment ; I was bewildered in the intricacies of enchantment; 
I faw woods, rivers, and mountains, alternately appear and vanith ; 
but 1 knew not in what caufe, or towhatend. The entertainment 
was not adapted to my underftanding, but to my fenfes; and my 
fenfes were indeed captivated with every object of delight: in 
particular, the drefs of the women difcovered beauties which I 
could not behold without confufion ; the wanton carefles which 
they received and returned, the defire that languithed in their eyes, 
the kifs {natched with eagernefs, and the embrace prolonged with 

reci- 
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reciprocal delight, filled my breaft with tumultuous wifhes, which 
though I feared to gratify, I did not with to fupprefs. Befides all 
‘thefe incentives to diffolute pleafure, there was the dance, which in- 


‘dulged the fpectators with a view of almoft every charm that ap- 


parel was intended to conceal; but of the pleafure of this indul- 
gence I was deprived, by the head of the tall man who fate before 
me; and | fuffered again all the vexation which had interrupted my 
attention to the firft act of the play. But before the laft fcene, 
amy mind had been fo violently agitated, and the inconveniences of 
fo long a confinement in a multitude were become fo fenfible, I was 
fo much oppreffed with heat, and offended with the {mell of the 
candles, that were either burning in the fockets or expiring in 


4moke, that I grew weary of my fituation; my faculties were fuf- 


pended as in a dream, and I continued to fit motionlefs, with m 
eyes fixed upon the curtain fome moments after it fell. When I 
was rouzed from my reverie I found myfelf almoft alone; my at- 
tachment to the place was diffolved, the company that had fur- 
rounded me were gone out, and without refle@ing whither I was 
to go, I wifhed to follow them. | a 


Wuen I was returned to the inn, and had locked myfelf into my 
toom, I endeavoured to recover that pleafing tranquillity, in which 
I had been ufed to refign myfelf to in and which I now re- 
gretted to have once changed for tumult‘and diffipation: of m 
theatrical adventare I remembered no incident with pleafure, but 
that which when it happened I regarded as a misfortune, the fta- 
ture of the perfon who fate before me, which intercepted the more 
grofs indecencies, and defended me from their influence. This re- 
flection immediately opened a new’ vein of thought; I confidered 
the evening which I had juft fpent, as an epitome of life, and the 


ftage as an emblem of the world. 


Tue youth is all ardour and expectation; he looks round with 
wonder and curiofity, and he is impatient for the time, in which 
the world is to be thrown open before him. This time arrives ; 
but he finds fome unexpected obftacle to enjoyment, and in the 
firft act of life he difcovers that his hopes are rather transferred to 
more diftant objects, than fulfilled by thofe which are prefent. As 
he proceeds, the fcene grows more bufy, and his attachments to 
life increafe in number and in ftrength : he is now feduced by temp- 
tation; and the moment its influence is fufpended, and the pleafure 
which it promifed is at an end, he abhors it as debafing his nature, 
difappointing his higheft hopes, and betraying him to remorfe and 
regret. | 


Tus is the crifis of life, the period upon which immortality 
depends. Some continue the conteft, and become more than con- 
que- 
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querors: they reflect, with gratitude to providence, upon citcum- 
ftances which intercepted temptation by adverfity, and perceive 
that they owe their fafety to incidents which they laboured to pre- 
vent. Others abandon themfelves to fenfuality; and affecting to 
believe all things, uncertain, eagerly catch at whatever is offered 
by the prefent moment, as the whole of their portion: but at 
length novelty, that mighty charm, that beauty of perpetual in- 
fluence, novelty is no more! every object that gave delight is be- 
come familiar ; and is therefore beheld, net with defire but with 
difguft. 


Tuus life at length almoft ceafes to be a pofitive good ; and men 
would fcarce defire to live, but that they feartodie. Yet the fame 
emjoyments which are defpifed, are alfo regretted ; in time they are 
remembered without the circumftances that diminifhed their value, 
and the wretch who has furvived them, wifhes that they would re- 
turn. Life, from this period, is more wearifome in prepertion as 
it is prolonged; nothing is expected with ardour, becaufe age has 
been too often cheated to truft the promifes of timie, and becaufe 
to-day has anticipated the enjoyment of to-morrow. The play is 
now over, the powers of the mind ate exhaufted; and intellectual 
pleafure and pain are almoft at an end. The laft ftage, the ftage 
of dotage remains, and this é the pantomime of life; the images 
are new only in proportion as they are extravagant, and pleafe only 
betaufe thé imagination 1s difterhperdd or infirm: but the fenfibi- 
lity ef corporeal mifery ré¢mains;.ihfirmities miltiply; the houts 
of pain ard imbecillity pafs in-anguifh which nane ¢an alleviate, and 
in fretfulnefs which tiene regard: thé palfied dotard looks :round 
‘with impotent folicitiide; he. perceives himfelf to be alone, has 
furvived his friends, and he wifhes to follow therh; his with is 
fulfilled, he drops torpid and inftniible into :that guiph which is 
deeper than the grave, and it clofes over him for ever. From this 
dreadful picture I ftarted with terrof and amazément: it vanifhed; 
and I was immedsately relieved, by reflecting that life and the joys of 
life were ftill béfore me; that I fhould foon retura to my paternal 
inheritance, that my evenings would no more be pafied in tumult 
and end in fatiety; but that they would clofe upon fcenes of domef- 
tic felicity, felicity which ts pure and rational, and which 1s {till 
‘heightened by the hope that it will be repeated to-merrow. And 
is not the human mind a /ffranger and a_fyourner upon earth? has it 


not anupheritanceinadetter country that is incorrupteble and undefiled? — 


an inheritance to which all may return who are not fo foolith, .as 
after perpetual difappointment in the fearch of pleafure which they 
never found, {till to.continue the perfuit, till every hope is precluded, 
and life terminates either in the ftupor of infenfibility, or the ago- 
nies of defpair. : 
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To the ApveNTURER. 
SIR, | | 
Ca eet Bor? HERE are fome fubjects upon which a mah 
| g ‘ KS is better qualified to write, by having lived 
a thefe are of the higheft importance. Of the 


in the world than in a ftudy; and many otf 


at Wea infelicities of matrimony I have been often a 

" fpectator; and of fome of them I think I have 

difcovered the caufe, though I have never entered into a philofophi- 
cal inquiry concerning the nature of the paffions, or the power of 
Bb ow: -. reafon. 
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reafon. The facts from which I have derived my knowledge, I 
fhall {tate with as much perfpicuity as I can, and leave others to 
make what inferences they pleafe. 


FLIPPANTA, a young coquet, whofe love of the fafhionable fol- 
lies was perpetually difappointed by the fevere authority of a father, 
threw herfelf into the arms of a lover of fixty-four ; believing, 
that fhe could with eafe impofe upon the fondnefs of dotage, that 
youth and beauty would render her power abfolute and unlimited, 
-and that fhe would, therefore, be no longer the flave of formality 
and caprice, FLippANTA was however difappointed ; and in a 
very few weeks difcovered, that the ceconomy of a father was now 
complicated with the jealoufy of a hufband; that he was fretful, 
- felfith and difeafed, and expected lefs from her as a wife, than a 
nurfe. Infirmities which fhe had never felt, the knew not how to 
“pity : he exerted his authority, in proportion as he difcovered her 
want of tendernefs; and their mifery is alleviated only by the hope 
of furviving each other; in which, it muft be confeffed, the lady 
has greatly the advantage. 


SopHron, by his infinuating eloquence, prevailed on the mo-. 
ther of MopeEsTA, to devote her as a facrifice to learned impor- 
tance. Love is beneath the dignity of grey-headed wifdom: they 
have therefore feparate beds ; while the unhappy victim. repines in 
public, under the pomp of ornaments with which fhe is decorated, 
to flatter the pride, and proclaim the triumph of her lord and 
matter. . | 


SENILIs, to keep up the family name, married a young 
girl of aruddy complexion, and a chearful temper. He is fond 
of her to diftraction ; but at the fame time fo intolerably jealous, 
that he queftions whether the boy, who has fulfilled the hope with 
which hé marricd, is his own. 


URBANA 
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URBANA was contracted to Rusricus by the contrivance of their 
parents, that their family interefts, together with their eftates, might 
be united. She had all the paffions of a thorough-bred town la- 
dy ; he the indifference of a downright country "{quire: they there- 
fore never met without mutual upbraidings, in which fhe was ac- 
cufed of extravagance, and he of brutality. At length they agreed 
in this one point, a feparate maintainance. 


Pervicax and Tetrica have during twenty years been con- 
tinually thwarting each other. As the hufband is hafty, pofitive, 
and over-bearing ; the wife is whimfical, vain, and peevith. They 
can never agree whether their mutton fhall be boiled or roafted : 
and the words ninny-hammer, noodle, and num({cull, are frequent- 
ly bandied to and fro betwixt them. ‘Their very fervants are en- 
couraged in impertinence, and- their children protected in difobe- 
dience ; becaufe, as onechides, the other is fure always to excufe 
or defend. 


MeRrcaTor was defirous of ennobling the blood of his pofterity, 
and, therefore, married a fine lady from the court end of the town. 
He had been brought up in the arts of amafling money; fhe in 
contriving new methods to {quander it: he had been accuftomed to 
a fettled uniform practice of bufinefs; fhe to an irregular reftlefs 
courfe of pleafure. It was impoffible to reconcile their different 
habits of life ; they therefore judged it beft for their mutual quiet, 
that each fhould perfue their favourite fchemes without molefta- 
tion. Confequently, while the good man is intent upon bargains at 
~Change, fhe is Mumbering in bed; when the family are at dinner, fhe 
ts drinking her chocolate ; and while he is adjufting his accompt- 
books, fhe is difcharging her vifiting debts. He is often reeling 
home from the club, when his wife is fet down to a whift-table, or 


dreffing for the ridotto; and juft as the clerks are entering upon bu- 
| | | finefs 
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‘finefs in the compting-houfe, ' fhe is perhaps retiring to reft. Thus 
do they live as far afunder as perfons in the different antipodes: 
while my lady is the aftonifhment of the grave Aldermen at their 
city balls; and Mercator is allowed to be a quiet, inoftenfive, 


good-natured kind of beaft among madam’s acquaintance. 


Urania married a man who was deemed a wit and a {cholar, 
becaufe, as fhe valued herfelf upon thefe qualities, fhe was not 
willing they fhould -be overlooked. _ Between Urania and her 
hufband, there was -ai-perpetual conteft for fuperiority ; they pe 
garded, each other, with all'the malignity of rivals; every comver- 
fation terminated in a debate, «and every debate in contemptuous 
infult, fullennefs, or rage... But if fhe had married a perfon, whofe 
chief ambition was net literary excellence, .he might have admired 
her qualities, and -fhe might have approved of his; there would 
have been a mutual deference paid to each other, and their life 
would not only have been peaceful but happy. 


THEOPHILA, wha, for the practice of that virtue which is fub- 
limed by religion, had been called the devotee, obviated the fcruple 
which her own mind fuggefted againft marrying a freethinker for 
whom fhe could not fupprefs her inclination, by flattering herfelf 
that fhe fhould be able to convert him. Accordingly, fhe at firft 
expoftulated, then reaonce: and at Jength upbraided ; but without 
producing any other effects than altercations, coldnefs, and aver- 
fion. As his home became irkfome, and he had no fteady principles 
of virtue, he took to drinking: and now, while he is curfing the 
hypocrify of prudes over his bottle, fhe is weeping in her clofet, 

regretting the folly of her prefumption, ae dreading the brutality 


of dr tunkennefs. 


Tur blind wonder-working boy, who reconciles contradictions, 
and even breaks down the mounds of party, brought a couple of fond 


creaturcs 
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creatures fecretly together, ata time when their parents were mre- 
concilably divided about the names. Whig and Tory. The mift of 
love, which before blinded their underftandings, has been long dif- 
. fipated ; and they are perpetually ripping up the diffentions of their 
grandfathers, and difcuffing the propriety of the word abdication. 
The: wife looks upon her hufband as a mean-fpirited time-ferver ; 
and he often rails at her, for teaching their children to lifp treafon, 
and bringiig them up with a biafs fo popery and arbitrary 
power. 

“Desoran was advanced from the kitchen to the parlour, 
by the unreftrained paffion of her inconfiderate mafter: but fhe 
“was only exalted to a more {plendid fervitude, and condemned to 
drudge all her life in the double capacity of wife and maid. 

LascivrA, to fecure herfelf a pretence for indulging a fcandalous 
licentioufnefs, tan away with her father’s footman. She has been 
forced at the expence of a confiderable annuity, and the reverfion 
of her eftate after death, to lay him under articles never to come 


near her while fhe is living. 


Parcus, a city plumb, from a principle of frugality, took unto 
himfelf a plain neighbour’s daughter without a penny; as he 
thought it would be cheaper than to efpoule a fine courtly lady, 
though with a mint of money. "Tis true, fhe cofts him but a trifle 
in cloaths; fhe has no tafte for nicknacks, and kickfhaws, and 
whim-whams; fhe hates company, and never touches a card: but 
then fhe is always fending hot plates of meat to one neighbour who 
§s fick ; bottles of wine to another who lyes-in ; and gives away every 
week fuch aload of broken victuals, bread, butter, cheefe, coals, 
candles and {mall beer, that the expences of houfe-keeping would 
almoft ruin a Lord Mayor. She is, befides, eternally teizing him to 

bind 
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bind an uncle’s fon prentice, to fet up a fifth ceufin, to fit out an 
old acquaintanct’s child to fea, or to buy cloaths for another ; and 
Parcus complains, that he is cat out éf houle and Home, by the 
daily vifits of his wife's poot-rélations. ” : 

.» Pray, Mr. Apventurek, do iiot thefe infelicities ati€ prin- 
cipally from an injudicious choice, rather than from the vices and 
follies of thé parties? Will you, who att a philofopher, give us 
a proper lecture upon thefe facts, or demonftrate, a priori, how mi: 


fery may be avoided in that ftate, which is generally agreed to be 
capable of more kappinefs than any other? | | 


A ‘Tam, 8 IR, 
Your humble Servant, 
_Joun Townzey, 
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To be continued on TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, February 3, 1753. 


an 


Ef wikis quadam an natio . oe 8 
Gratis i. | ; . ° Puaprus. 


‘To the ApvenTuRER. 


¢. 


as H E, character. which you have affamed, | en- 
2 courages me to hope, that you. will not be 
deterred either by toil or danger, from entering 
the lifts as the champion of diftreffed beauty. 
That the fufferers may poflibly be unknown, 
and the fcene of action is remote, are circum- 
{tances of no moment; for neither feas nor 
defarts are infuperable to perfeverance and 
valour ; and the hero’s.country is circum{cribed only by the limits 
of the world. Nothing more, therefore, is neceflary, than to ac- 
quaint you with the wrong which you are to redrefs, and the 
offender whom you are to punifh.. _ & wen fe: 

Ce -_ - Two 


“6 
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| Two virgin Princesses, the daughters of a malghty monarch, 
. who in the pempous language of the Eaft is Riled Lory or Tus 
. WHOLE EARTH, difcovered, while they were yet very young, 
- fomething fingular in their natural temper cal difpofition. One of 
them was remarkable for chearfulnefs, which was not, however, 
* fo phuch excited by extérnal objects, as‘by fcenes of pleafantry with 
which fhe was continually entertained by the ftrength of her own 
imagination: her countenance was dimpled with perpetual {miles ; 
and her eyes, yet more expreflive, feemed to fparkle with laughter. 
The deportment of the other was folemn, and her walk majeftic: 
her eyes looked equally piercing, but lefs active; they appeared 
net often to change, but leng to contemplate their object : fhe 
delighted equally in the pleafures of. imagination, but they were 
of a different kind; her fancy did not form objects of ridicule, but 
of pity; and fhe would imagine herfelf leanin her whole wei 
on a fhrub, that projected from the brow of a precipice, at 
gave way, and fhe ftarted with cv at the danger, merely that 
fhe might fuddenly refle& upon her fafety, and enjoy the pleafure 


of awaking from a ee dream. 


..- As thele oceans ilasiaiioninunrasbee in- 
terrupted than improved, both thefe ladies, however different in 
other refpeéts, agteed in the love'of folitude ; and having obtained 

~-the-eonfent of theirs father, they retired to. a tural Gituation, which 
was healthful, pleafant, and romantic; it was the fummit of a 
high hill, which was watered by a fine {pring: from hence they 
had an unbounded profpect ; and the air on this {pot is faid to have 
a peculiar quality, that excites pleafing dreams, impreffes new ideas 
upon the mind, and illuminates with intaitive knowledge. The 
ladies were here vifited by their SISTERS, and a young PRINCE of 
extraordinary beauty, who was celebrated for his {kill in all fcience, 
but chiefly in mufic and poetry. The enjoyment of wit, iterature, 
and harmony, excluded from this felect fociety, every defire that 

‘contaminates the ‘mind of idlenefs, amd degrades reafon by brutal 
fenfuality: the Prince was received by the royal virgins, not as 

a lover but a friend ; and he vifited them, not as beauties but 

“as wits. | 


TRE ios of their retreat was foon _—_ ‘and their’ prefence 
rendered it illuftrious. Here they received the chearful homage of 
voluntary fubjection ; and from hence they diffufed an influence, 
which not only polifhed but ennobled mankind. Such would 
tong have been their felicity and glory; but the grim tyrant of a 
northern climate, a region .of ‘cold and darknefs, at the head of a 
numerous band of defperate favages, fuddenty invaded the country. 

3 . No 
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No force was found frfficient, to reprefs thofe who had been dri- 
ven forward by famine; the fury of hunger and -rapine was irre- 
fiftible; the Princesses fled with the utmoft precipitation, and 
the Barbarians, who regarded every thing with malignity by 
which they were excelled, razed the palace fo compleatly tat 
{carce a vefttge appeared, and obliterated all traces of the royal 
influence wherever they were difcovered. | 


Tue Princesses directed their courfe weftward ; and. after 
having Jong wandered from place to place, and paffed through 
great varieties of fortune, they at aft took refuge in a fmail wand, 
which was govetned by.a prince whofe confort was their half fifter, 
being the daughter of their father: though by another wife. The 
‘prince received them with peculiar marks of diftincuon, and ap- 
pointed a great. officer, one of the principal. lords of his court, to 
duperintend the meafures that were immediately taken for their 
accommodation. ‘Two fumptuous pataces were foon prepared far 
their refidence, and their houfehold was immediately fettled: they 
‘were frequently vifited by the king ; the queen often declared, that 
fhe confidered them 2s being more particularly under her patronage ; 
‘they quickly became extremely popular, and were fcarce lefs 
happy here than upon their favourite hill. As they greatly excelled 
in all the arts of converfation, as their eloquence could always 
command the paffions, and thew knowledge improve the under- 
‘ftanding, every one was folicitous to be admitted to their prefence ; 
‘and that they might gratify a people, among whom they had 
‘received fo many favours, they refolved.to have a certain num- 
ber of public days, on whith every one fhould be admitted 
without fcruple. _ : og # 


Bur that all their conveniences and {plendor might be procured, 
tho’ at a great expence, yet without impofing a general tax or 
burthening the Public; it was contrived that the fervants of 
the Princesses fhould be paid by their vails; and that the 
reward of their labour might not depend wholly upon caprice, 
it was ordered, that thofe who attended the Princesses only 
on public days, and did not pretend to have a right to vifit by 
their intimacy or ftation, fhould receive a ticket for which they 
fhould pay a certain fee to the porter. 


THERE is in this ifland, a certain perfon, faid to be defcended 
from a race of giants, that were its original inhabitants, whu has 
fuch power and inffuence, tho’ he has often been fufpected -to 
be mad, that the king himfelf treats him with great deference. 
In the height of his phrenzy he has boafted, that his voice is 
the voice of God, and: that all the fovereign.princesin the world 
= = are 
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are his vicegerents. Of this perfon every one ftands in awe; the 
queen is his principal favourite; and for her fake he is well 
- affected to the king, whom he has often defended when every 
other power would have been ineffectual. He has a natural 
fon.who poffeffes all his ill qualities, but of his virtues is wholly 
deftitute : .he: affumes the name, the deportment, and .the ftile 
of his father, whofe fondnefs has encouraged him to commit 
many enormities, from which he would have been otherwife de- 
terred. | <> : . 


Tus perfon, of whom every body is.afraid, not only becaufe 
his own power is very great, but becaufe to reprefs his infolence 
might give offence to his father, comes frequently to the palaces of 
the Princesses, and makes no fcruple to purchafe a ticket with 
the cuftomary fee: but he is fubjec to fits of fudden and outra- 
geous: phrenzy ;-in which-he pretends, that the fervants of the 
Princesses hecome his own, -by receiving his, fee for admittance 
to their prefence ; andhe treats them with the cruel infolence of a 
capricious tyrant, and introduces the wildeft.tumult and confufion. 
. The reft of the company are terrified and: difappointed; he per- 
ceives it, and. compels them to depart: nay,.he has: fometimes of- 
fered violence to. the ladies themfelves ; he has, either by menaces 
or by bribery, gained fome of their fervants over, to his own inte- 
-reft;: and to gratify an unaccountable humour, he has: prevailed 
-upon them to admit a kind: of Necromancer, with whofe feats he is 
' “greatly delighted, into the, public room, where innumerable effects 
of his art are exhibited :? and it isfaid, that.by the fame influence, 
-one of the palaces has been made g receptacle for wild beafts ; and 
that all the gambols of folly have been played in a place, that was 
intended for the afylum of beauty and wit, and for the fchool not 
.only of wifdom but of virtue. | 


' Wiru theauthor of this confufion,. the ADVENTURER is re- 
quefted to engage ;- and if his zeal and his abilities are equal to_ his 
_boaft, he is expected immediately to declare, himfelf the champion 
of the Princesses, by publifhing his defiance to the following 
effect : -  €6 ta» e, | 


“ THaT the Princesses alone have a right to the palaces, 
«© which have been allotted to them by the munificence of the fo- 
© vereign of the ifland; that their fervants are accountable only to 
“« them, tothe fovereign, or to the lord whom he has appointed 
‘© to fuperintend the houfhold ; ‘that every man is at liberty to be 
. & abfent, who thinks the entertainment not worthy of his atten- 
‘«¢ dance, or the fee for his admittance too exorbitant; but that no 
*« man has aright to difturb, to terrify, or to difappoint an gene 

“© whic 
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«© which is fuppofed to be in the immediate prefence of the fo- 
“ vereign, to whom they owe allegiance: and I challenge to fingle 
<* combat, whoever fhall affirm the contrary.” 


Iam, Sir, 
Your’s, &c. - 


FLAVILLA, a lady who fometimes honours me with a vifit, was 

prefent when I received this letter. FLAvitia, though the has 

all the fprightlinefs of a coquet, has been a great reader, and is not 
behind thofe who difcovered a political fatyr under the Rape of a 

‘ Lock, in refolving a riddle, or penetrating an allegory. I put the 
letter into her hand, and threw myfelf back in my eafy chair with 

! an air of importance: There, {ays I, read that; and fee what rank 
| _ + J hold in the eftimation even of thofe, by whom my province is 
: ‘ miftaken. | | : 


_ | fixed my eyes upon her, and waited with impatience till fhe 
had read it. But how was I difappointed to hear her cry out, 
‘© Good Sir, your province and your importance are miftaken by 

** none but yourfelf. Could net your fagacity difcover this letter 

~ to be an allegory?” Pray Madam, {aid I, will you be pleafed to 

“ communicate to me, what you imagine to be the hidden meaning 
which that allegory envelops? ‘* La, fays fhe, you are fo dull to 

-“ day! Why are not the Comic and the Tracic Muse the 

“© daughters of Juprrer ? and did they not, with the reft of the 
‘© Musss their fifters, reftde on PARmassus, a lofty hill that was 
“* watered by the Caftalian {pring ? Were they not there vifited by 
“ APpovto, the patron of all fcience, and in particular of poetry 

“and mufic? Did they not fly weftward at the approach of Bar 
“« barians, who, though they left behind the glooms of the im 
‘“< hofpitable North, yet. brought with them the Cimmerian darks 

“ nels of ignorance, and fcarce left any traces of fcience in the 
* countries through which they pafled? Did net the lovely 

“© fugitives find a refuge in BRITAIN ?”—But pray Madam, faid I, 
‘fhaking my right foot which hung over. my left knee, will you 

~condefcend to tell me, who is the confort of the king who afforded 

“them protection? my letter fays, fhe was half fifter to the ladies 
‘whom you fuppofe to be two of the mufes. ‘ Who,” replied Fia- 
VILLA pertly, “but Lizerry: isnot Liperty the perpetual con- 
© fort of the Kincs or Britain? and will any difpute, that L1- 
“ BeRTy Is derived from Jove, the PARENT oF Goop?” Go on- 
Madam, faid I. ‘ The great officer, faid fhe, is the Lorp 
“© CHAMBERLAIN; the palaces are the THeatTrReEs, which by 
** Royal authority are appropriated to the ufe of Tracepy and 
“ Comepy ; their attendants, the PLayers, are, indeed, the fer- 

“* yants 


a pee en 
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“¢ yants of the Kino, and-are paid: by the {tated fees for admit. 
* tance into the houfe. The Pusric is the moft potent and ve. 
“© nerable body upon earth ; and the Town, ‘its illegitimate off- 
‘© {pring, is infolent, capricious, and crucl: the Town is perpe- 
© tually infulting the PLAYeErs as its fervants; though, as fervants 
“ to the Town, the lawconfiders them as enemies to fociety;-and 
** it is as fervants to the Kino only, that they are permitted to ex- 
« hibit public entertainments. It is to humour the Town, that the 
“ NECROMANCER HaRLEQuin has affociated with tumblers and 
** favages, to prophane the place-which, under proper regulation, 
« would indeed be the {chool of wifdom and virtue. Every one 
<< prefent at a theatrical performance, is fuppofed to be in the 
“ Roya PRESENCE; or at leaft the PLAYERs-are under his more 
“* immediate protection: as every man has :a right in’ common 
«¢ with others to the dramatic-entertainment of the evening, when 
‘© hehas purchafed an admittance to the houfe, it follows that no man 
‘© has a right to monopolize, or to deftroy it. An empty houfe is by 
«« the Players deemed'the moft dreadful fign of popuiar difap- 
‘© probation ; and when the Public are difpleafed with the enter- 
“ tainment that is offered them, to neglect it-will be the moft ef- 
‘« fectual: means to procure.a better: and as a full, or a thin houfe, 
© will indubitably exprefs the.fentiment of a majority, the com- 
‘« plaints ef a factien fhould be wholly difregarded.” 


FLAVILLA, as fhe concluded this {pcech, ‘in which fhe began to 
grow very warm, caft her eyes upon me, and expected my reply. 
But as I continued to gaze with great gravity.at the fire, and re- 
mained filent ;:fhe.gave mea {mart ftroke with her fan, accomra- 
nied with this interrogation; ‘* You fullen monfter, why don’t you 
§< {peak ? Do youhearme? publifh the letter, with my expofition, 
‘©.in your next paper, or—”’ Madam, fays I bowing, it fhall be 
done. In obedience, therefore, to her command, and in juttice to 
myfelf, I lay the ftate of our controverfy before the Public, and 
doubt not: but that we-fhall be both fatisfied with-their-determina- 


tion. , 
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4 » 


5 HE following letter was the firft voluntary 
cuntribution I received; and if it had been 
longer, it would have been fooner communi- 
cated to my readers, It is written in the 
name of a lady, to whom I am indeed under 

"vay many obligations; to whom I owe great part 
of the aoweiee which [ have acquired, and under whofe in- 
fluence many of thefe lucubrations were written: her character is 
affumed by my correfpondent with great art; but I difcovered 


that it was not real, by the conclufion of the letter, in which I 


am invited to an intimacy that I have long enjoyed. 
: Dd : To 
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‘To the ADVENTURER. 

SIR, Dec. 15, 1752. 
ITHOUT detra@ting from the merits of your corref- 
pondent of Tuefday laft *, whofe pretenfions to public re- 

‘gard are undoubtedly well founded, 1 beg leave to make your pa- 
per my channel to fame; and am perfuaded the judicious reader 
will admit of my claim, when he is acquainted with my hiftory : 
and notwithftanding my fifter has artfully enough infinuated her fu- 
periority, and indeed hinted reflections capable of wounding the 
moft innocent character (as the firft ftory is generally well told) 
I thall appeal to the impartial examiner, and Pare my fhare of 
honour from his decifion. 


I fhall begin then with informing you, that I am the elder, (a 
circumftance my fifter’s pride made her fupprefs) and in the opinion 
of the beft judges the handfomer; this her own vanity will hardly 
deny, nor does fhe attempt to fhine but in my abfeiice. She 1s in- 
deed fairer ; ‘but dark beauties are not only more agreeable, but 
‘more durable: and as fhe has little to recommend her but her 
. face, the indifference and neglect fhe complains of, is the lefs to be 
-wondered at. Befides, the glare fhe affects in public, the fickle- 
nefs of her behaviour, the pleafure fhe takes in difcovering the fe- 
crets intrufted to her, and, above all, the fraud fhe practifes by 
continual promifes of being always the fame, are fufficient reafons 
why half who know her pay her fo little regard. 


- For my own part, oftentation is my averfion; and my pride, 
which makes me fond of admiration, prevents my ufing a mean 
condefcenfion to procure it. Though I drefs well, 1 am never 
gaudy; and when I appear in my blue robe with gold fpangles, 
and a crefcent on my forehead, I have the fatisfaction of feeing my- 
felf ogled even by philofophers. Some of my fex may think this 
a triumph of {mall importance, and prefer the unmeaning applaufes 
of a coxcomb to the approbation of a man of underftanding ; but 
experience (the mother of true wifdom} has long fince convinced 
me, that real beauty is beft difcerned by real-judges, and the ad- 
dreffes of a fenfible lover imply the beft compliment to the under- 
itanding of his miftrefs, 


THE 
#* Numb. XI. 
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Tue affability of my temper, indeed, expofes me to the vifits 
ef all parties ; and may eafinefs of accefs too frequently engages me 
in the difagreeable company of fools and fharpers; nay more, 
fometimes I am the unwilling {pectator of riot and intemperance ; 
but when this happens, I generally throw in fome reproof, and 
snake the libertine, tho’ he curfes me, repent his excefs: nor is it 
the leaft of my praife, that my approach ftrikes terror to the foul 


of the villain. 


I might rife in the reputation I fo juftly demand, by recounting 


the many important fervices I have done mankind: I have con- 


ducted armies in fafety, infpired politicians, refcued the diftreffed, 
and bleffed the brighteft eyes in Britain: I have induftrioufly con- 
cealed the {candal my fifter has propagated, and received with a 
-condefcenfion, {carce found ina rival, the wretch whom her fol- 
lies had made weary of her fervice. 


By this-time you may ibe defirous of my-name, and (I think it 
no vantty to add) ambitious.of my acquaintance. I formerly wasa 
friend to the RamBxeR; nor will the ADVENTURER's intimacy 
with me leffen him in the opinion of his readers: for.a proof of 
this, a-great genius.of the prefent age courted.my affiftance; and in 
gratitude for the favours he received from me, placed my name in 
the title page of the heft book in the language. After this expla- 
nation, itis almoft unneceflary to fub{cribe myfelf (at your fervice) 

rs) Nicur. 


“Fo the ADVENTURER. 
STR, 

WT has-been my long opinion, that a man’s general reputation © 
rather finks than rifes, upon his being firft diftinguifhed by a 
public encomium ; «for one voice that ecchoes the praife, there are 
a hundred -which, to indulge the fpleen that it excites, are em- 
ployed in detraction. But of this perverfenefs and malignity J 
have never remarked a ftronger inftance, than in the effects of your 
recommendation of Mr. Ratfey and Mr. Woodward ; two gentle- 
men, who almoft every day, at a confiderable expence, generoufly 
repeat their offers to fave the poor from the miferies of an hofpital, 


by.curing them gratis with much more eafe expedition and fafety. 
é | SOME 
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Some perfons, rather than admit the uncommon merit of thefe 
gentlemen, have invidioufly reprefented your encomium as an 
irony ; and others have even ventured to deny the facts upon which 
it is founded. But though every paragraph which was intended 
to reward ingenuity, is thus oppofed or perverted ; yet that, in 
which you have inadvertently difgraced it, is from the fame motives 
received in its genuine fenfe, and readily admitted to be true. Itis 
denied, that Mr. Ratfey ever removed an incurable difeafe, and that 
Mr. Woodward is more fuccefsful in the cure of ruptures than the 
hofpital furgeons; but it is univerfally believed, that the youth 
whom you mention received no benefit from the truffles that were 
worn by his friends: this, however, is a fact in which you are 
yourfelf egregioufly miftaken, and which you have greatly mifre- 
prefented. You tell us, indeed, that this method deferves to be 
remembered for farther cxperiments; but you infinuate, that it 
was among thofe which had been practifed without fuccefs, before 
the patient was put under Mr. Woodward’s care: on the contrary, 
it was directed by that great artift himfelf ; and is one of the moft 
ufeful improvements that he has made in furgery, though it is not 
to be depended upon alone. As an inconteftible proof of your 
miftake, and of the mifchief which it has produced, I fhall recite 
another addrefs to the Public in the behalf of Mr. Woodward, by 
which it appears that he now wears truffes for his patients himfelf. 
It is intitled, Tbe bumble thanks af Elizabeth Tipping jor ber cure in 


a rupture gratis. 


«© A gentleman,” fays Mrs. Tipping, ‘ recommended me to 
‘¢ Saint Bartholomew’s Hofpital, and in * Abe:r goodnefs gave me a 
“ trufs to wear, and in wearing it to my grief, I found more pain 
“ than ever I felt before; and I muft have laboured under this 
‘“* creat misfortune all the days of my life, had not Mr. Wood- 
“ward through charity took me under his care: by his tender 
compaffion towards me in giving me his powders with drops, 
and wearing his new invented bandages, my pains left me.” 


ce 


<9 


Ir appears, therefore, that Mr. Woodward, inftead of giving 
Mrs. Tipping a trufs to wear, as the gentleman or the hofpital had 
done, gave her only his powders with =“ and wore the trufs him- 

felf. 


* Tt cannot certainly be known, whether by their, is meant the gentleman os 
the hofpital. 
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felf. As-the facts, however ftrange, will be attefted at Mr. Ruffe’s 
toyfhop m the Haymarket, and Mrs. Petro’s the corner of Spring- 
Gardens, rt muft follow as an inevitdble-confequence, that when by 
the off crrotteous cuftom of applying truffes of bandages to the pa- 
tient, theit malady is encreafed ; it inay be wholly rernoved by medi- 
-Catnents, properly atiminiftered to thens, and’ a trufs. judicioully ap 
:plied to another. In Mrs. Tipping’s cafe, indeed, there appears to 
: have been fomething critical, becaufe Mr.W oodward would truft none 
but himfelf,with the nianagement of the bandage by which he intend- 
-ed to effeét her cure ; though the trufs for his Kéntith patient was 
-worn by the minifter and church-wardens of the parifh. There 
-is, however, .another reafon for this conduct, which I am: un= 
- willing to fuggefi: your paper may- have. difcouraged others: from 
- consusring ia this method of core, by infinuating, that it was 
-troublefome.and had been practifed without fuccefs. If this fhould 
‘be true, how have you increafed the labour of this beneficent fur- 
-geon, and at the fame time circumfcribed his power of doing good! 
-It is feasce poffible that he fhould be able, by any. contrivance, -te 
“wear more than-tea of his bandages at one time; and how {mall a 
:numiber. js: ten,.compared.to the naultitudes-that apply for his affi- 
ftanes | 


“Uron thewhele; whatever was your intention, I.am afraid your 
paper has produced but one good effect. As modefty is always the 
. concamitant of merit, Mr. Ratfey no longer offers health to thofe, 

who have fuffered others to render thei difeafes incurable; ‘but 
-leaves thein to perith,.. for the prefervation of thofe that. furvive. 
Lam, Sir, 
Naur humble fervant, 
IT. FRIENDLY. 


As it is the epinion of Mr. Friendly, that. I have conferred no 
: honour by -my-panegyric, .I fhall now attempt to effect my purpofe 
‘by cenfure. As phyfic-is, perhaps, the moft difficult of all the 
-{ciences, no.jman more honours thofe who excel in.it than myfelf; 
if I cannot, therefore,-animate them in the race, I may at-leaft clear 
‘the way about them, and afford merit a fairer chance, by leffening 
the numberof competitors, who may obftruct others, though they 


neannot run themfelves. ’ 
| T 


-) 
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Ir is frequently admitted among perfons, whofe judgment is not 
otherwife contemptible, that a man without parts and without 
literature may praCufe phyfic with fuccefs; or in other words, that 
an illiterate blockhead may be a good phyfician. But as this maxim 
appears to me to be little lefs formidable than a peftilence, I think 
I thall do confiderable fervice to mankind if I can prevent it from 
{preading. 


Tuar the following argument may be more eafily comprehended 
and remembered, I have laboured to contract it into a fmall com- 
pafs, and to rs my thoughts with the utmoft plainnefs and 


perfpicuity. 


’ I, Mepicines are not fpecific antidotes for certain difeafes, 
which we hear diftinguifhed by known and general names: 
— for 
i]. Twenty perfons may be ill of a fever’ and this fever may 
~ be fo much a different difeafe in each, that an application 


which would certainly cure one of them, would certainly 
kill another: fo that the very efficacy of the medicine, if 


it is unfkillfully adminiftered, increafes the danger. 


III. Tue inveftigation of difeafes; the difcovery of their caufes 


by their fymptoms ; and the adaption of the remedy, not 
to the difeafe only, with all its accidental complications, but 
to the habit, age, fex, and conftitution of the patient; re- 
quire fuch {kill as can refult only from extenfive know- 
ledge, found judgment, and critical enquiry. 
IV. Turs fkill carmot be exerted, if the patient is, not een. 
V. Gross ignorance of the propriety of language, in a man who 
pretends to have ftudid phyfic, is an inconteftible proof of 
~"“infolence and ftupidity. 
VI. He, therefore, who does not fee the abfurdity of profeffing 
to cure incurable difeafes, cannot poflibly have acquired 
fufficient knowledge to cure any. 

VII. To detect a man in deliberately writing and publifhing grofs 
nonfenfe, in an advertifement of his medical flzill, written 
in his native language, is to arreft the foe of mankind in his 
walk, and to intercept the arrow that flies in darknefs. 


_ Turs tafk is at prefent left to the ADVENTURER ; and this tafk 
he will continue to perform, till the Legiflature fhall take it out of 
his hands. 


can 


. i VY a ‘ Z 

Sir os 
A a\ 

SONI NY 


i) 
\ 
wre 


ADVEN TURER. 
NUMBER XXVIL |. 


. / e - ~ a 


To be continued on Turespays and SATURDAYS. 
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‘Calo fupinas fi tuleris manus 
Nafcente Lund, ruftica Phidyle ; 
Nec peftilentem fentiet Africum 


Facunda vitis 


| Hor. ; 


Ss H AT mankind have any natural propenfity to 
3 ill, or that their minds are fubject to the influ- 
ence of any invifible and malevolent being, are 
notions that of late have been treated with the 
utmoft contempt and difdain. And yet I have 
remarked, that men frequently neglect to prac- 


tife thofe duties of religion, without which they believe the Divine 
favour cannot be fecured, though by fuch neglect they do not ob- 


fain any immediate advantage. 


; Ee | THE 
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Tue miferable wretches who fwarm in the ftreets of this me- 
tropolis, covered with filth and rags, pining with cold and hunger, 
and rotting with difeafes, will be found to have a general belief, 
that by going to church men pleafe Gop, and obtain the pardon of 
their fins; and yet thofe who expect to be relieved by the congre- 
gation, will linger at the church door till the fervice is at an end. In 

this inftance, furely, they become in their own opinion the fervants 
of fin, for no other wages than death. To the rich, irreligion as well as 
vice fometimes offers immediate pleafure ; and it is eafy to conceive, 


“why they fhould rather fink in a luxurious flumber on a bed of 


down, than kneel at the altar: but why does the beggar, in the 
feverity of winter, fhiver at the porch, when he might take fhelter in 
the aifle? if he was as near to any other building which he could 
as eafily enter, he would not hefitate a moment; but rather than 
‘become a candidate for the bleffing of Gop, he will forego the ad- 


er ow 


- vantage ‘of exciting the charity of the devout, by an appearance 


of devotion. 


Or the duties and the privileges of religion, prayer is generally 
acknowledged to be the chief: and yet I am afraid, that there are 
few who will not be able to recollect fome feafons, in which their 
unwillingnefs to pray has been more than in proportion to the la- 


‘bour and the time that it required; feafons in which they would 


have been lefs willing to repeat a prayer than any other compofi- 
tion; andrather than have {pent five minutes in an addrefs toGop, 
would have devoted an equal {pace of time wholly to the convenience 


of another, without any enjoyment or advantage to themfelves. 


TueEseE facts, I believe, will {carce be controverted by any; and 
thofe who cannot fhew that they have adequate natural caufes muft 
allow that they have fome other. It muft alfo be acknowleged, that 
if men are tempted to neglect the worfhip of Gop by any {piritual 

3 enemy, 


OO ee 
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enemy, to worfhip Gop is by fuch an enemy known to be their in- 
tereft: but becaufe I would not reft much upon this argument in 
favour of religion, I fhall only fay, that it has more force than any 
that I have heard againft it. | 


I believe, indeed, there are fome who, with whatever reluctancey 
punctually conform to the rituals of religion, as an atonement for 
an allowed and perpetual negleét of virtue; who dream that by. 
going to church on Sunday, they balance the account of the week, 
and may again lie, defraud, fwear, and be drunken, with impu- 
nity. Thefe wretches, although in fpight of indignation they 
move my pity, I fhall not here reprove, becaufe their conduct 
does not only imply the grofleft ignorance, but the moft deplorable 
ftupidity ; and it is hopelefs to write for thofe, of whom it cannot 
be expected that they fhould read. 


Tuere are others who, believing that neither virtue nor religion 
alone is {ufficient to fecure immortality, neglect religion as ufelefs, 
becaufe they cannot refolve to practife virtue: fothe purchafe of a 
telef{cope would be a fuperfluous expence ta a man that is blind, tho’ 
all the advantages of fight cannot be obtained without it by thofe 


who can fee. 


Upon thefe flaves of fenfuality, it is to be feared, little effect can 
be produced, by an addrefs either to their reafon or their paffions : 
for their reafon is already convinced, and their paffions alarmed ; 
they live in a perpetual violation of the dictates of confcience; pur- 
pofes of amendment are every moment formed and broken; they 
look backward with remorfe, and forward with terror; and they 
accumulate guilt, even while they are anticipating judgment. Nor 
can I prefs them to put on an appearance of religion for mere 


temporary purpofes; not only becaufe it would be an aggravation 
of 
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- of their wickednefs, but becaufe itt would conceal their true cha- 
_racter, and might, therefore, injure ‘fociety. 
A man who lives apparently without religion, declares to the 
world, that he is without virtue, however he may otherwife con- 
»ceal his vices: for when the obftacles to virtue are furmounted, the 
obftacles to religion are few.. What fhould reftrain him who has 
broken the bonds of appetite, from rifing at the .call of devotion? 
Will not he who has accomplifhed a work of difficulty, fecure his 
reward at all events, when to fecure it is eafy? ‘Will not he that 


has panted in the race, {tretch forth his hand to receive the prize ? 


Ir may, perhaps, be expected, that from this general cenfure I 
. fhould except thofe, who believe that all religion is the contrivance 
of tyranny and cunning ; and that every human action which has 
Deity for its object, is enthufiaftic and abfurd: but of thefe there 
-are few, who do not give other evidence of their want of virtue, 
than their neglect of religion: and even of this few it.muft be ac- 
-knowledged, that they have not equal.motives to virtue; and there- 
fore to fay, that they have not equal virtue, is only to affirm that 
effects are proportionate to their.caufes; a propofition which, Iam 
confident, no philofopher will deny. 


..,. By thefe motives, I do not mean merely the hope and fear of 
future reward and punifhment; but fuch as arife from the exercife 


-of religious duties, .both in public.and in private, .and.efpecially.of 
- prayer. 


I know, that concerning the operation and effects of prayer, 
‘there has been much doubtful difputation, in which innumerable 
‘metaphyfical fubtilties have been introduced, and the underftanding 
chas been bewildered in fophiftry, and affronted with jargon: thofe 


who 
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who hawe tio other. proofs of the fitnefs and advantage of prayer, 
than are to be found among thefe fpeculations, .are but little ac- 
ere with the practice. | 


Hz whe has ‘ainted an nn ere of this _ 
knows that nothing fo foraibly reftrains from ill, as the remem- 
Drance of a recent addrefs to HEAVEN for protection and affiftance. 
After having petitioned for power to refift temptation, there is fo 
great an incongruity in not continuing the ftraggle, that we bluth 
-at the thought, and perfevere, left we lofe all reverence for our- 
felves. “After favently devoting our Souls to Gop, we ftart with 
horror at immediate apoftacy: every act of deliberate wickednefs 
is then complicated with hypocrify and ingratitude ; it isa mockery. 
of the Farure or Mercy ; the forfeiture of that peace in which 
we clefed our addrefg, and a renunciation of the hope that it 
anf{pired. re: 

For a proof of this, let every man afk himfelf, as in «he pre- 
fence of Hint who feerches the leart, whether he has never been 
deterred’ from prayer, by ‘this fondnefs for fome criminal gratifica- 
tion, which ke coald not with fincenity profels- to give up, and 
‘which he knew he could not afterwards repeat without greater 
compunétion. If prayer and immorality appear to be thus in- 
compatible, prayer fhould not furely be lightly rejected by thofe, 
‘who contend that moral virtue is the {ummit of human perfection ; 
nor fhould it be incumbered with fuch circumftances, as mutt in- 

evitably render it lefs eafy and lefs frequent: it fhould be confi- 
dered as the wings of the foul, and fhould be always ready when 
“a fudden impulfe prompts her to {pring up to Gop. We fhould 
not think it always neceffary to be either in a church or in our 
clofet, to exprefs joy, love, defire, truft, reverence, or complacency, 
in the fervor of a filent ejaculation. Adoration, hope, and even 


a pe- 
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Py petition, may be conceived in a moment; and the defire of the 
heart may ‘afcerid; without words, to Him by whom our thoughts are 
known afar off. He who confiders himfelf as perpetually in the 
prefence of the Armicuty, need not fear that gratitude or ho- 
‘mage’can ever be ill timed, or that it is profane thus to worthip in 
_ circumftances that are not criminal. 
'’ “Tere is no prefervative from vice, equal to this habitual and 
conftant intercourfe ‘with Gop ; .neither does any thing equally 
“alleviate diftrefs, or ‘heighten profperity : in diftrefs, it fuftaids us 
‘with hope; and in. profperity, jit adds to every other. enjoyment 
Sect ide a pa ee I be ae aes Bd 
' ' Let thofe, therefore, who have aed ‘cligion, sie shave 
“given up inconteftible advantages, try whether. they cannot yet-be 
recovered ; let them review the arguments by which their, judg- 
ment has becn determined, and fee whether they compel the affent 
“of reafon: “and let thofe, who, upon ‘this recollection, perctive, 
i that, though-they have profeffed infidelity, they do indeed. believe 
- and tremble ;' no: longer facrifice’ happinefs to folly, bat- perfue 
- that wifdom,’ whofe ways are pleafantnefs drid peace. : 


ie 
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TUESDAY, February 13, 1753. 
——Dammfa fenem puvat alea, ludit et bares, 
; 3 oe ee er ee re Jov. 


| To the ADVENTURER. . 


AY 


AMES T: is a remark of fome philofophers, ‘that there 


" 1s a a In nen: nature, which urges 


Ay Me 
BY og ak 


. Pe et, ee the artillery of the Legiflature has been long 
levelled: the practice of his profeffion has been rendered extremely 
diffieult, and the inftruments of it have been deftroyed wherever 

Ef they 
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| they could be found ; he has heen perfecuted by Juftices, Conttables; 
_ and ‘Watchmen; ‘he has Jangnithed in: Newgate, and toiled in 


~~ 


‘ Bridewell, Under this accumulated diftrefi, be is not. the objec 


of -pity but contempt ; every mouth is ‘open againft him; he is 
- curfed by the. mechanic and the trader, derided by Wits,. and 
“ hooted by the mob. In defence of this injured character, which 


i have long born, and of which I am not yet afhamed, permit me 
to appear in your paper. 


In the farft place, Sir, the GAMESTER I is aGentleman : and tho’ 
he has been infutted by beppars and cits, the*polite world is ftill in 
his intereft ; and he has ftill friends at Weftminfter, from the grey- 
headed general to the beardlefs {enater. “With the chara@ter of a 
‘Gentleman, there ig but one vice which is now believed to be 
wholly incompatible ; ; and fuch i is the malice of our enemies, that 


we have been degraded by the i imputation of it, ‘and our ‘ruling paf- 
fion is {aid to be Avarice. - 


But~ can -he-be avaricious, who trufts -his-whole property to 
Chance? who immediately circulates what he wins, with a libera- 
lity that has by others been cenfured as profufion ? Can Avarice be 
his. motive to play, who, with twenty thoufand pounds in the 
funds, fits down with aman whofe whole eftate he knows to be 
in his pocket, and to amount to no more than ten pieces? As the 
love of money appears inconteftably not to govern one of theft per- 
fons, it cannot be proved to govern the other : the charge of “Ava- 
tice is, indeed, fo ridiculous and abfurd, that I am afhamed of an 
attempt to cqnfute it. 


‘Tis charge might with great juttice he retorted upon Trade, 


which, ea = in competition. with. — eee ta 
great 
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great difadvantage. Trade has befides introduced all the fuperfluities 
that have enervated and corrupted mankind : ‘Trade has even pro- 
duced oppofite evils ; it has pampered luxury, and wearied labour ; 


but Gaming has done neither. 


‘TRapbe, indeed, circulates Property ; but Property might with 
greater advantage be circulated by Gaming. If it be afked, how 
the perfons employed in this delightful circulation of Property, , are 
to be furnifhed with the neceffaries of life, when TRADE is at an 
end ; J anfwer, that the neceflaries of life, in the eftimation of 
VIRTUE and the GamesTer, are ‘few 5.4 theepfkin, a hovel, and 
a. dice- box, would furnith the Gametter with fufficient apparel, 
fhelter, and entertainment, and with thefe he would be as happy 
as he is now ; for he has no power of acquiring happinefs that is 
not exerted j in Play, and of other happinefs he has indeed no ¢on- 
ception. 

Ir ee was ; then anivertally perfued, as at once ¢ comprehending 
all bufinefs and all pleafure, one- man might not only grow. rich 
and-another poor ; but the fame perfon might alternately pafs t thro’ 
all the viciffitudes of fortune, while he fat upon the ground i in the 
fun, without aie in the manufactory or fweating. at the forge, 


dares 


a it be again ad when hi is reduced t to this ftate of | primi- 
tive fimplicity, what would be the advantage of Wealth ; I an{- 
wer, the fame as it is at prefent to thofe who poffefs more than 
they fpend, a confcioufnefs that they are wealthy ; sand thofe who 
are capable of more exalted felicity, would enjoy in the acquifition 
the tranfport of Winning, without confidering money to have any 


power, quality, or ufe, but as a ftake. 
THESE 
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TueEseE, indeed, are Utopian fcenes ; ; and I return with a figh 


to vindicate my profeffion from other imputations, which are e- 
qually falfe and i a aia : 


Ir has been faid, that we are ftrangers to reciprocal felicity ; 
and that the happinefs of one Gamefter i is produced by the mifery 
of another, the pain of him who lofes, being always proportioned 
to the pleafure of the winner. But this is only the cavil of popular 
prejudice : “iflam happy, what is it to me who elfé is miferable? 
Every man, whatever he. may ‘pretend, is concerned only for 
himfelf ; and might, confiftent with’ right reafon, cut any: other 
man’s throat, if he could efcape punifhment, arid fecure to him- 
felf any advantage by the fact. If any of yout: ‘readers have ftill 
{cruples, and defire to fee this doctrine farther ilfuftrated, t refer 
them to the great Dr. Manpevitxe's Fable of the Bees. 


Among other enemies, that have been encouraged to fall upon 
the GamesTER in his diftre(s, is Bigotry or Religion ; for 1 con- 
fider both thefe terms ‘as expreffions of the farne idea. Bigotry; 
then, accufes ut with -exercifing our erhployment ona Sunday : 
but this accufation is the effect of fach complicated folty, igno- 
rance and malice, ‘that it could have had no other author. Net 
to infift, that a Gentleman is under no moral obligation to regard 
one day more than another, is he to be infulted for doing that, 
which has a dire& tendency to deftroy lutury root and branch, 
on a Sunday ? Shall Virtue, in this enlightened age, be given 
up to Ceremony ? and Patriotifm be ftigmatized as Impiety é I 
have, on every other article, been able to keep my temper ; but 
I can never hear the cant of wigony with patience. 


cl. eRe 
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THERE is, however, another charge, which I hall not obviate 
as an imputation of prophanenefs, but of folly. It is faid that 
we utter the moft horrid oaths and imprecations ; that we invocate 
beings whom we do not believe to exift, and denounce curfes 
that can never be fulfilled, This has, indeed, been practifed in 
our affemblies ; but by thofe. only who are novices in the pro- 
feffion: for among other advantages that arife from Gaming, is 
fuch a filent acquiefcence in the will of Fortune, as would do 
honour to a Stoic; or at leaft, a calm philofophical immutability | 
of countenance, by which all that paffes in the bofom is con-- 


cealed. 


Tuts acquifition, it muft be confeffed, requires fome parts and 
long practice; but there have been many illuftrious examples of it 
among Us. A Gentleman, my particular friend, who had the 
honour to be many years an eminent Gamefter, being without 
anoney, committed a robbery upon the highway to procure another 
ftake, that he might return to his profeffion: it happened, unfor- 
tunately, that he was taken; and though he had great intereft 
with fome perfons that hall be namelefs, yet he was convicted 


and hanged. This Gentleman’s ill luck continued all the while 


he was in goal; fo that he was.compelled fo difpofe of his body 
‘to the furgeons, and loft the money to a Friend who vifited him 
in the cells the night before his execution. He appeared, however, 
next morning with great compofure ; no reflection on the paft, no 
anticipation of the future, caufed him once to change counte- 
nance during his paflage to the gallows : and though he was about 
to receive death from a greafy fcoundrel, whom he knew once 
to have been a butcher, yet he {wore but two oaths in the cart; 
and was fo indifferent, as to what fhould afterwards befall him, 
that he bravely refufed to fay Amen to the prayers. 

Ir 


C55 THE ADVENTURER. No29._ 


Ir by ‘your communication of thefe hints, the clamours’ of 
{lander fhall be filenced, and the true character of a GAMESTER 
fhall be more generally known,— I have fecrets which may be 
tommunicated entre nous —and the next dead fet — you under- 
ftand me=—= I am « Man of Honour, and you may command, 


Srr, Yours, &c. 
TIM. COGD&4E. 
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SATURDAY, February 17, 1753. 


_Felices ter et amplius 
Quos trrupta tenet copula: nec malts 
Drvulfus querimonits 
Suprema citius folvet amor die. Hor. 


ladies, yet there are fome parts af it which I 
{2 hope will not be wholly ufelefs to the gentle- 
Dv men: and, perhaps, both may expect to be 
eH? addrefied upon a fubject, which to both is of 
: equal importance ; efpecially after I have ad- 

mitted the public recommendation of it, by 
my correfpondent Mr. Town ty. } 


; Ir has been univerfally allowed, and with great reafon, that 
between perfons who marry there fhould be fome degree of 
Gg equality, 
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equality, with refpect to age and condition. “‘Thofe who violate 
a known truth, deferve the infelicity they incur: I fhall, therefore, 
only labour to preferve innocence, by detecting error. 


Wir the ladies it is a kind of general maxim, that the def 
hufband is a reformed Rake; a maxtm which they have probably 
derived from comedies and novels, in which fuch a hufband is 

commonly the reward of female: merit. But the belief of this 
" maxim, is an inconteftable proof, that with the true charaéter.of a 
Rake the ladies are wholly unacquainted. -‘* They have,” indeed, 
“¢ heard of a wild young gentleman, who would rake about the 
‘‘ town, and take up his ledging at a bagnio; who had told 
“© many a girl a pretty ftory, that was fool enough to believe him; 
‘‘-and had a.right to many a child that did not-call him father: 
‘¢ but that in fome-of thefe frolicks he thought.no harm, and for 
‘* others he had fufficiently fuffered”. But, let the ADVENTURER 
be believed, thefe are words of dreadful import, and fhould al- 
ways be thus -underftood ;— _ 


“ To rake — ‘town and lodge at a ‘bagnie, is te affuciate 
‘© with the vileft and moft abandoned .of human beings ; it is to 
«© become familiar with blafphemy and lewdnefs, .and frequently 
“¢ to fport with the moft deplorable-mifery:: to tell pretty ftories 
“ to .credulous girls, is to deceive the fimplicity of innocence by 
‘< cunning.and falfhood.: to be the father of a-namelefs progeny, 
“< is to defert ‘thofe, whofe tears only .can implore the protection, 
“© to which of all others they have the ftrongeft and the ten- 
« dereft claim; it .is.more than to be aman. without affection, 
‘¢ it-is to. be a ‘brute without inftin&t. To think.no harm in fome 
“ of thefe :frolicks, is to have worn out all fenfibility of the 
“« difference between right:and wrong; and to have fuffered for 
others, isto have a body contaminated with difeafes; which ia 
“© fome degree are certainly tranfmitted to pofterity.” 


Ir sis to be hoped, ‘that the mere exhibition of this picture, 
will be fufficient to deter the ladies from precluding happinefs by 


marrying 


Nog. THE ADVENTURER. 177 


marrying the original; and from difcouraging virtue, by making 
vice neceflary to the character which they prefer. 


Bur they frequently act upon another principle, which tho’ 
shot equally fatal and abfurd, may yet produce great infelicity. 


‘Wuew the Rake is excluded, it will be generally fuppofed, that 
-{uperior intellectual abilities ought always tq determine the choice. 
_Aa man of fine Jenfe,..is, indeed, a.charaéter of great dignity ; and the 
ladies have always been. advifed to prefer this to every other, as it 
iincludes a .capacity to beftow that refined, exalted, and permanent 
felicity, which alone is worthy of a rational beng. ButI think it 

probable, that this advice, however {pecious, has been often given 
for no other reafon, than becaufe to give it flattered the vanity of 
‘the writer, who fandly believed he was drawing his ewn character 
-and exciting the envy and admiration of his readers. This adyice, 
chowever, the ladies univerfally affe@ te approve, and probably for 
-a fimilar-reafon ; fince every one imagines, that to hold intelleCtual 
-excellence in high .eftimation, is to demontirate that the pof- 
feffes it. | ) 


As he-that would .perfuade, -fhould be fcrupuloufly careful not 
:to offend, I-will not infinuate that thereare any ladies, by whom the 
-peculiar beauties of .an exalted underftanding cannot be difcerned ; 
:and who have:not, therefore, a.capacity for half the-pleafure which 
it can beftow. And.yet I think there-is another excellence which 
is much more effential to.conjugal felicity, -Goop Nature. 


I .know that Good Nature has, Itke Socrates, been ridiculed in 
‘the habit:of folly, and that folly has-been dignified by the name 
‘of Good Nature. But by Good Nature, I do not mean that 
flexible imbecility of-mind which complies with every requeft, 

and inclines a-man at once to accampany an acquaintance to a 
-brothel!at the.expence-of his health, and'to keep an equipage for 
a wife at the expence of his eftate. Perfons of this difpofition have 
feldom more benevolence than fortitude, and frequently perpetrate 

Aeliberate. cruelty. 
Is 
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. In true Good Nature, there is neither the acrimony of- {pleen, 
nor the fullennefs of malice; it is neither clamorous nor fretful, 
neither eafy to be offended, nor impatient to revenge; it is a tender 
fenfibility, a participation of the pains and pleafures of others; and 
is, therefore, a forcible and conftant motive, to communicate hap- 
pinefs and alleviate mifery. 


As human natare is, from whatever caufe, in a ftate of great 
imperfection, it is furely to be defired, that a perfon whom it is 
moft our intereft to pleafe, fhould not fee more of this — 
tion than we do ourfelves. 


I fhall perhaps be told, that @ man of fenfe can never ufe a woman 
zl. The latter part of this propofition is a phrafe of very extenfive 
and various fignification: whether a man of fenfe can ufe'a woman 
ii], I will not inquire; “but I fhall endeavour to fhew, that he may 
make her extremely wretched. 


Persons of keen penetration and great delicacy of fentiment, as 
they muft necefflarily be more frequently offended than others; fo, 
as a punifhment for the offence, they can inflict more exquifite pain, 
becaufe they can wound with more poignant reproach: and by him, 
whom Good Nature does not reftrain from retaliating the pain that 
he feels, the offence, whether voluntary or not, will always be 
thus punifhed. - : 7 


Ir this punifhment is fuffered with filence, confufion, and tears, 
it.is poflible that.the tyrant may relent; but this, like the remorfe 
of a murderer, is too late : the dread of incurring the fame an- 
guifh by a like fault, will fubftitute for the fmile of chearfulnefs, 
that funthine of beauty, the glooms of doubt, folicitude, and 
anxiety :, the offence will notwithftanding be again repeated; the 
punifhment, the diftrefs,. and the remorfe, will again return; be- 
caufe error is involuntary, and anger is not reftrained. If the re- 
proach, is retorted, and whether it was deferved becomes the fub- 
ject of debate, the confequences are yet more dreadful: after a 
vain attempt to fhew an incongruity, which can no more be per- 

ceived 
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ceived than founds by the deaf, the hufband will be infulted for 
' caufelefs and capricious difpleafure, and the wife for folly, perverfe- 
nefs, and obftinacy. In thefe circumftances, what will become of 
the refined, the exalted, and the permanent felicity, which alone ts 
worthy of reafonable beings, and which elevated Genius only can beftow? 


Tuat this conductis by a man of fenfe known to be wrong, I 
am content to allow: but it muft alfo be granted, that the difcern- 
ment of wrong is not always a propenfity to right ; and that if pain 
was never inflicted, but when it was known to produce falutary 
effects, mankind would be much more happy than they are. 


Goop Narure therefore, if intelle€tual excellence cannot a- 
tone for the want of it, muft be admitted as the higheft perfonal 
merit. If, without it, wifdom is not kind; without it, folly muft be 
brutal. Letit, therefore, be once more repeated, “* The quality 
‘© moft effential to conjugal felicity, is Goop Nature.” And 
furely, whatever accidental difference there may happen to be in 
the conceptions or judgment of a hufband and wife, if neither can 
give pain or pleafure without feeling it themfelves, it is eafy to per- 
ceive, which fenfation they will concur to produce, | 


Ir may now be expected, that I fhould give fome general rules, 
by which the ladies may difcover the difpofition of thefe, by whom 
they are addreffed: but it is extremely difficult, to detect malevo- 
lence amidft the affiduities of courtfhip, and to diftinguith the man 
under that almoft infcrutable difguife the lover. Good Nature, 
however, is not indicated by the fulfome fawning of a perpetual 
grin, the loud laughter which almoft anticipates the jeft, or the 
-conftant echo of every fentiment; neither is it fafe to truft the ap- 
pearance of profufe liberality, or bufy officioufnefs. Let it rather 
be remarked, how the lover is affected by incidents, in which the 
lady is not concerned; what is his behaviour to his immediate de- 
pendants, and whether they approach him with a flavith timidity, 
or with the chearful reverence of voluntary fervitude? Is he ever 
‘merry at the expence of another; or does he ever attempt thus to 
excite mirth in his miftrefs? Does he mention the abfent with can- 

dour, 


180 THE ADVENTURER. Ne}. 


dour, and behave to thofe who are prefent with a manly compla- ; 
cency? By adiligent attendance to thefe circumftances, perhaps a 
probable judgment may be formed of his character. 


"To conclude with a general remark ; Good Nature is not of lef 
importance to ourfelves, than to others. The morofe and petulant 
firtt feel the anguifh that they give: reproach, revilings, and in- 
vective, are but the overflowings of their own infelicity, and are 
‘conftantly again forced back upen their fource. Sweetnefs of 
temper is not, indeed, an acquired but a natural excellence; and 
therefore, to recommend it to thofe who have it not, may be 
-deemed rather an infult than advice. But let that which in hap- 
pier natures is inftinct, in thefe be reafon; let them perfue the 
fame condut, impelled by a nobler motive. As the fournefs of 
‘the crab inhances the value of the graft, fo that which on its pa- 
rent plant is Good Nature, will on a lefs kindly ftock be improved 
into Virtue. No action by which others receive pleafure or pain, 
4s indifferent: the Sacred rule, Do that to others which ye would that 
others frould do to you, extends to every deed; and every word hail 
be brought into judgment. 


ADVENTURER 


NUMBER XXXI. 


To be continued on TuESpAyYs and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, February 20, 1753. 


Inuidia Siculi non invenere Tyranni 


Majus tormentum 


Hor. 


2 SH Apotto, the God of wifdom, of eloquence Me 


ws ACLS ca mufic, became enamoured of one of theNymphs 
who graced the train of Diana. The Nymph, whofe name time 
has not preferved with her ftory, was at firft inflexible; but the 
fuit which her chaftity refufed, her vanity ftill continued to permit : 
and thus, though wifdom, eloquence, and mufic, were ineffectual, 
yet perfeverance prevailed. ‘The pride of virtue was imperceptibly 

Hh | foft- 
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foftened; and the fenfe of guilt had been. fo often’ loft in the ‘anticipa- 
tion of delight, that it did not always return : to'this delight there 


‘emained no obftacle but the fear of fhanie; and the fear of’ fhame, 


as defire perpetually increafed, was at laft furmounited. 


APOLLO perceived and perfued his ‘advantage; and the Nymph 
filently confented to an affignation: the place was a gtotto far feque- 


{tered from the path of the traveller, and the time was midnight. 


WHEN nature no longer lavifhed her bounty upon idlenefs, and 


"the fruits of the earth were beftowed only upon labour; when the 
_ harveft and the vintage ceaféd to be common, and thé bounds of pro- 
| perty were fet’ up; many vices under human forins became inhabi- 
- tants of the earth, and aflociated with mankind, Of fome, the 
- external appearance was pleafing, and their qualities were not im- 


mediately difcovered. Among thefe vices was Envy : Envy, in- 


deed, was never lovely; but fhe was then youiig, : nor was the. ma- 


lignity of her mind yet expreffed in ‘her petfon, 


As Apotto was enamotred of the N ymph, Envy was ena- 
moured of Apotto: fhe watched his defcent, therefore, with all 
the impatience of defire 3; and though fhe knew her own paffion to 
be hoplefs, yet the difcovery of his addreffes to another, diftracted 


her with jealoufy : the was always bufied to procure intelligence 


which could only increafe her torment; and was perpetually con- 


templating the happinefs which the de{paired to enjoy. 


Ir happened that the aflignation of thé lovers ‘was overheard by 
Echo, and ‘bj Echo repeated to EN vY. This intelligerice rouzed i her 


to 
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to a yet keener fenfibility of mifery:: to intercept the happinefs: of | 
a rival, was the firft object of her wifh; and the next ‘moment’ 
fhe conceived a defign of fecuring that happinefs.to -herfelfi To 
effe& both thefe purpofes, a thoufand projeéts had: been’ by. turns 

contrived, examined, and rejeCted ; her mind was more violently 
agitated, in proportion as the time drew- more neat’; and - after: all . 
the toil of thinking had ended in defpair, an expedient fuddenly 
{tarted into her mind, which the: perceived at: once to be fimiple: 
and eafy:; fhe wondered how it had been before ‘overlooked,.and - 
refolved immediately to -put it in executioni. | 


Ir was within one-hour-of midnight, when the Nymph took her: 
way to the ‘grotto, She was now pale with remorfe, and now, 
flufhed with fhame ; fhe hefitated ; her bofom again beat with an- 
ticipated delight; the trembled; and.went forward. . Envy perceived 
her at a diftance ; and-caft round her‘a thick ¢loud,: which {carce: 
the beams of: Pheebus himfelf could: have difhpated. The Nymph: 
looked round fer the grotto, but ‘fuddenly perceived. Herfelf to: be: 
involved in impenetrable darknefs ; fhe could difcover. neither: the 
fky above her, nor the ground on which fhe ftood: fhe ftopt fhort, 
terrified and aftoniflied ; defire was chilled-in her. veins, and the 
fhuddered at the temerity: of -her purpofe. es 


In this dreadful moment fhe hadio-hope of deliverance, but from 
the power whofe laws the had been about to violate; and the, there- 
fore, addrefled this prayer to Diana: “ Chafte queen of. irre- 
“© proachable delight! who, though: my. mind had renounced: thy 
** influence, haft yet by. this omen peeferved mie. ftom corporal 
*§ difhonour; O! guide me in fafety through the terrors of this 

= guilty 
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‘guilty night: let me once more be permitted to perfue the . 
« chace at thy fide ; and to mingle with the happy virgins, whom 
“ chearfulnefs, the daughter of innocence, affembles at thy bower!” 
As the uttered this prayer, fhe haftily turned about; and the moment 
fhe made an effort to go back, her prayer was granted: the gloom that 
furrounded her was diffipated ; and fhe again perceived the mild ra- . 
diance of her queen tremble upon the foliage of the trees, and 
chequer the path before her with a filver light. She now fprang 
forward: impelled by that joy which her deliverance had infpired :. 
her {peed was no longer reftrained by the timidity of guilt; the. 
folitary way was repaffed in a moment; and her defire to return 
had been {a ardent, that the could {carce believe it to be accom- 
plithed. | 


In the mean ‘time, Envy: had entered the grotto, and was ex- 
pecting Aporto:: the heard him: approach with a tumult of 
paffions, in which pain was predominant; and fhe received him 
in filence and-confufion, which otherwife fhe would have found it 
difficult to feign. | 


_ Wuen the momentary tranfport, which fhe had thus obtained, 
was at an end, fhe perceived that it had been too dearly pur- 
chafed with fafety: fhe reflected upon her fituation with terror ; 
and withed, teo late, that the Nymph, whofe pleafure fhe had in- 
tercepted, had received it in her ftead, as it would have been more 
than counterbalanced by a {mall proportion of her pain: her pain 
was not, however, produced by regretting the lofs of innocence, 


but by -anticipating the punifhment of guilt, 


APOLLO, 


-_—_ _ —|——_—_ = oe oe =e 
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Apotrio, whe knew not hew wretched and malignant a being 
he had clafped to his befom, whifpered a thoufand tender fenti- 
ments, and urged her to reply. Envy was ftill filent; but 
knowing that the could not in thefe circumftances continue long 
undetected, fhe fuddenly collected all her force, and fprung from 
him, hoping to have efcaped unknown in the darknefs of the 
night: but juft as the reached the entrance of the grotto, he again 
caught her in his arms. Envy fhrieked in the anguith of de- 
{pair ; and the God himfelf ftarted back with aftonifhment- he 
would not, however, quit his hold of the fugitive ; and Diana, 
that the might not lofe an opportunity to punifh i incontinence, 
darting her rays direGly upon the’ place, APOLLO difcovered the 
features of Envy, and turned from her with abhorrence. After 
2 moment's recollection, looking again fternly upon her, < Loath- 
«“ ed and detefted as thou art,” faid he, “ I cannot deftray thee, 
«ec for thou art immortal as the felicity of heaven ; and I with not 
“<< to deftroy thee, for immortality is thy curfe. But may my 
<< arms again embrace thee, and may thy bofom be again prefled 
** to mine, if thy power thus to prophane the delights of love 
“* end not this moment for ever: henceforth thy face fhall be de- 
« formed with the characteriftics of want and age, and {nakes 
<* inftead of hair fhall be the covering of thy head; thy breafts _ 
<* fhall be lengthened to thy waift, and thy fkin thal] be fuffufed 
“< with gall.” While he was yet peaking, the frefhnefs of youth 
faded from her cheeks; her eyes funk inward; her treffes, that 
flowed in loofe ringlets upon her fhoulders, were fuddenly con- 
tracted ; and wreathing themfelves in various contortions, a new 
brood of ferpents hiffed round her head ; her fleth became flaccid, 
her fkin appeared fhrivelled and yellow, and her whole form ex- 


prefied at once malignity and wretchednefs. 
| Tuus 
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Tuus changed, fhe fled frem the prefence of Aporzo: «but 
fhe carried with ther not a memorial of her crime only, but of 
that pleafure which her punifhment had rendered it impoffible to 
repeat. A child, which fhe regarded as at.once her glory and her 
Shame, was at length born, and afterwards known among man- 


kind by the name of CunNING, - 


_ Iw Cunnine, the qualities both of the father and the mother, 
as far 2s they are compatible,.are united. As the progeny of Envy, 
he regards whatever is amiable and good with malignity ; the end 
that he propotes, therefore, is always the gratification of vice: 

but he inherits fo much of his father’s wifdom, that he fre- . 
quently perfues that end by the mott effedtual means. 


ALL, therefore, whom Wifdor would difdain to counfel, ap- 
ply to CuNNING. But of the votaries of CUNNING, even thofe 
who fucceed are difappointed : they do, indeed, frequently obtain 
the immediate object of their with ; but they ave ftill reftlefs and 
unfatisfied ; as the ftatefman, after he an gratified his des itieaiess | 
Rill fi ghs | in vain for felicity, 
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SATURDAY, February 24, 1753. 


Munda—parvo fub lare Pauperum 
Cane, fine aulais et oftro, | | 
 ‘Sallicitam. explicuére Sfrontem. Hor. 


synge MAR, the hermit of the mountain Aubukabis, 

Neot® which rifes on the Eaft of Mecca-and overlooks 
H the city, found ene evening a man fitting pen- 
@ five and alone, -within a few paces of his cell. 
~ Omar regarded him with attention, and per- 
ceived ‘that his looks were wild and haggard, 
and that his body was feeble and emaciated : 
the man alfo feemed to gaze ftedfaftly on Omar; but fuch was 
the abftraction of his mind, that his eye did not immediately take 
cognizance of its object: in the moment of recollection he ftarted 
as from a dream, he. covered his face in confufion, and bowed 
himfelf to the ground. - “ Son of affliction,” faid Omar, “ who 
<< art thou, and whats thy diftrefs?” ‘*-My name,” replied the 
ftranger, ‘¢ Is Hassan, and Iam anative of this city: the angel 
li “of 
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~ & of adverfity has laid his hand upon me; and the wretch whom 
© thine eye compaffionates, thou canft not deliver.” ‘* To deliver 
« thee,” faidOmar, “ belongs to Him only, from whom we fhould 
<< receive with humility both good and evil: yet hide not thy life 
‘ from me; for the burthen which I cannot remove, I may at 
“ leaft enable thee to fuftain.” Hassan fixed his eyes upon the 
ground, and remained fome time filent; then fetching a deep Sigh, 
he looked up at the hermit, and thus complied with his requett. 


Ir is now fix years, fince our mighty lord the Caliph Alinalic, 
whofe memory be bleffed, firft came privately to worfhip in the 
temple of the holy city. The bleffings which he petitioned of the 
Prophet, as the Prophet’s vicegerent he was diligent to difpenfe: in 
the intervals of ‘his devotion, therefore, he went about the city, 
relieving diftrefs and reftraining oppreffion: the widow fmiled un- 
der his protection, and the weaknefs of age and infancy was fuf- 
tained by his bounty. I, who dreaded no evil but ficknefs, and ex- 
~ pected no good beyond the reward of my labour, was finging at 
my work, when Almalic entered my dwelling. He looked round 
- with a fmile of complacency ; percerving that though it -was mean 
it was neat, and that though I was poor I appeared to be con- 
tent. As his habit was that of a pilgrim, 1 hafted to receive him 
with fuch hofpitality as was in my power; and my chearfulnefs 
was rather increafed than reftrained by his prefence. After 
he had accepted fome coffee, he afked me many queftions ; and 
though by my anfwers I always endeavoured to excite him to 
mirth, yet I perceived that he grew thoughtful, and eyed me with 
a placid but fixed attention. I fufpected that he had fome know- 
ledge of me, and therefore inquired his country and his name. 
‘© Hassan,” faid he, “ I have raifed thy curiofity, and it fhall be 
« fatisfied: he, who now talks with thee, is Almalic, the fove- 
‘< reign of the faithful, whofe feat is the throne of Medina, and 
« whofe commmiffion is from above.” Thefe words ftruck me 
dumb with aftonifhment, though I had fome doubt of their truth: 
but Almalic throwing back his garment, difcovered the peculia- 
rity of his veft, and put the royal fignet upon his finger. 1then 
-ftarted up, and was about to proftrate myfelf before him, but he 
prevented me: ‘* Hassan,” faid he, ** forbear; thou art greater 
 “ than I, and from thee I have at once derived humility and wil- 
‘© dom.” 
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“dom.” I anfwered, ‘“* Mock'not thy fervant, who is but as a 
“< worm before thee: life and death are in thy hand, and hap- 
«< pinefsand mifery are the daughters of thy will.” ‘ Hassan,” 
he replied, ‘“* I can no ctherwife give life or happinefs, than by 
< not taking them away: thou art thyfelf beyond the reach of my 
“ bounty, and poffeffed of felicity which I can neither communi- 
*° cate nor obtain. My influence over others, fills my bofom with 
** perpetual folicitade and anxiety; and yet my influence over 
“* others extends only to their vices, whether I would reward or 
“* punifh. By the bow-ftring, I can reprefs violence and fraud ; 
<< and by the delegation of power, I can transfer the infatiable 
“< wifhes of avarice and ambition from one object to another ; but 
«« with refpect to virtue, Iam impotent: if I could reward it, I 
© would reward it in thee. Thou art content, and haft therefore 
‘© neither avarice nor ambition: to exalt thee, would deftroy the 
fimplicity of thy life, and diminifh that happinefs which I have 
© no power, either to increafe or to continue.” He then rofe up, and 
commanding me not to difclofe his fecret departed. 


he 
rr 


As foon as I recovered from the confufion and aftonifhment in 
which the Caliph left me, 1 began to regret that my bebaviour-had 
intercepted his bounty ; and accufed that chearfulnefs of folly, 
which was the concomitant of poverty and labour. I now repined 
at the obfcurity of my ftation, which my former infenfibility nad 
perpetuated: I neglected my labour, becaufe I defpifed the reward: 
I {pent the day in idlenefs, forming romantic projects to recover 
the advantages which chad lof: and at night, inftead of lofing 
myfelf in that fweet and refrefhing fleep, from which I ufed to rife 
with new health, chearfulnefS.and vigour; I dreamt of {plendid 
habits, and a numerous retinue, of gardens, palaces, eunuchs, and 
‘women; and waked, only to regret the illufions that had vanithed. 
My health was at length impaired by the inquietude of my mind ; 
I fold all my moveables for fubfiftence ; and referved only a mat- 
trafs, upon which I fometimes lay from one night to another. * 


In the firft moon of the following year, the Caliph came again © 
to Mecca, with the fame fecrecy, and for the fame purpofes. He 
was willing once more to fee the man, whom he confidered as de- 
_— felicity from himfelf, But he found me, not finging at my 

work, 
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work, ruddy with health, and vivid with chearfulnefs; but pale and 
dejected, fitting on the ground, and chewing opium, which contri- 
buted to fubftitute the phantoms of imagination for the realities of 
preatnefs. He entered with a kind of joyful impatience in his 
countenance, which, the moment he beheld me, was:-changed 
to a mixture of wonder and pity. Ihad often wifhed for ano- 
ther opportunity to addrefs the Caliph ; yet I was confounded 
at his prefence, and throwing myfelf at his feet, I laid my 
hand upon my head, and was fpeechlefs. ‘* Hassan,” faid 
‘he, “© what canft thou have loft, whofe wealth was the labour 
‘© of thy own hand? and what can have made thee fad, the 
<< fpring of whofe joy was in thy own bofom? What evil 
hath befallen thee? Speak, and if I can remove it, thou art 
happy.” I was now encouraged to look up, and I replied, ‘ Let 
my Lord forgive the prefumption of his fervant, who rather 
‘<¢ than utter a falfhood-would be dumb for ever. I am become 
- +&© wretched by the lofs of that which I never poffeffed: thou hait 
‘© raifed wifhes, which indeed I am not worthy thou fhouldft fatif- 
‘© fy; but why fhould it be thought, that he who was happy in 
'** obfcurity and indigence, would not have been rendered ‘more 
‘* happy by eminence and eee ‘fie 


Wuen I had finithed this fpeech, Almalic ftood fome moments 
in fufpenfe, and I continued proftrate before him. ‘“ Hassan,” 
faid he, “I perceive, not with indignation but regret, that I 
«© miftook thy chara¢ter, I now difcover avarice and ambition in 
thy’heart, which lay torpid only becaufe their objeéts were too 
“© remote to rouze them. I cannot, therefore, inveft thee with 
authority, becaufe I would not fubjeét my people to oppreffion ; 
and becaufe I would not be compelled to punifh thee for crimes, 
‘** which I firft enabled thee to commit. - But as I‘have taken from 
thee that which I cannot reftore, I will at leaft gratify -the 
wifhes that I excited, left thy heart accufe me of injuftice, and 
Khon anne ftill a ftranger to thyfelf. Arife, therefore, and 
“* follow me.” I fprung fan the ground as it were with the 
wings of an eagle ; I kiffed the hem of his garment in an extafy of 
gratitude and joy ; and when I.went out of my houfe, my heart 
leaped as if I had efcaped from the den of alion. I followed Al- 
malic to the Caravanfara in-which he lodged ; and after he had 


fulfilled 
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fulfilled his vows, he took me with him to Medina. He gave me 


an apartment in the Seraglio; I was attended by his own fervants ; 
my provifions were fent from his own table; and I received every 
week a fum from his treafury, which exceeded the moft romantic 


of my expectations. But I foon difcovered, that no dainty was fo 


tafteful, as the food to which labour procured an appetite; no 
flumbers fo {weet, as thofe which wearinefs invited; and no time 


fo well enjoyed, as that in which diligence is expecting its reward. 
‘I remembered thefe enjoyments with regret ; and while I was 


fighing in the midft of fuperfluities, which though they encum- 
bered life yet I could not give up, they were fuddenly taken away. 


AiMaric, in the midft of the glory of his kingdom, and in the 


full vigour of his life, expired fuddenly in the bath: fuch thou 
Anoweft was the deftiny, which the ALMIGHTY had written upon 
his head. | 


His fon Aububekir, who fucceeded to the throne, was incenfed 
againft me, by fome who regarded me at once with contempt and 


envy: he fuddenly withdrew my penfion, and commanded that I 


fhould be expelled the palace: a command which my enemies 
executed with fo much rigour, that within twelve hours I found 
myfelf in the ftreets of Medina, indigent and friendlefs, expofed 
to hunger and derifion, with all the habits of luxury, and all the 


‘fenfibility of pride. O! let not thy heart defpife me, thou whom 


experience has not taught, that it is mifery to lofe that which it is 


not happinefs to poffefs.. O! that for me, this leffon had not been 


written on the tablets of Providence! I have travelled from Me- 
dina to Mecca ; but I cannot fly from myfelf. How different are 
the ftates in which I have been placed! the remembrance of both 
is bitter ; for the pleafures of neither can return. Hassan having 
thus ended his ftory, {mote his hands together, and looking up- 
ward burft into tears. 


Omar, having waited till this agony was paft, went to him, 
and taking him by the hand, ‘‘ My fon,” faid he, ‘‘ more is yet 
‘« in thy power, than Almalic could give or Aububekir take away. 
“ The leffon of thy life the Prophet has in mercy appointed me 


** to explain. 
“< THou 
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< Tuou waft once content with poverty and labour, only be- 
“ caufe they were become habitual, and eafe and affluence were 
_ placed beyond thy hope: for when eafe and affluence approach- 
“* edthee, thou waft content with poverty and labour no more. 
‘ That which then became the objeét, was alfo the bound of thy 
«© hope; and he, whofe utmoft hope is difappointed, muft in- 
“* evitably be wretched. If thy fupreme defire had been the de- 
“ jiohts of Paradife, and thou hadft believed that by the tenor of 
“ thy life thefe delights had been fecured, as more could not have 
“ been given thee, thou wouldft not have regretted that lefs was 
“ not offered. The content which was once enjoyed, was but 
“¢ the lethargy of the foul ; and the diftrefs which is now fuffered, 
s« will but quicken it toaction. Depart, therefore, and be thank- 
“© ful for all things: put thy truft in Him, who alone can gra- 
“ tify the wifh of reafon, and fatisfy thy foul with good: fix thy 
hope upon that portion, in comparifon of which the world is as 
“‘ the drop of the bucket, and the duft of the balance. Return, 
*€ my fon, to thy labour ; thy food fhall be again tafteful, and thy 
** reft thall be {weet : to thy content alfo will be added ftability, 
** when it depends not upon that which 1s poflefled ee earth, 
“ but pon that which is expected in heaven.” 


Hassan, upon whofe mind the angel of inftruGion imprefied 
the Counfel of Omar, haftened to proftrate himfelf in the temple 
_of the Prophet. Peace dawned upon his mind like the radiance of 
the morning: he returned to his labour with chearfulnefs ; his de- 
vation became fervent and habitual ; .and the latter days of Hassan 
were happier than the firft.! 
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Latet anguis in herba. | ViRG. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


Ava S the view of public undertakings fhould be the 
public good, no foiblethat is prejudicial to fociety, 
can be too trifling to be animadverted upon. I 
fhall, therefore, without any farther apology, lay 
before you one of the greateft impediments 
to the pleafure of converfation; an artful manner 
of conveying keen reproaches and harfh fatires, under the difguife 
of difcourfing on general fubjects, which feem quite foreign to any 
thing that may concern the company. Thus, inftead of endea- 
vouring to entertain each other with chearful good-humour, moft 
converfations are carried on, as Hudibras fays, 

«With words, far bitterer than wormwood, 

‘© That would in Job or Grizzel ftir mood. 

Kk | Ir 
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Ir 1s an old and a juft obfervation, that no fituation can well be 
lefs entertaining, than that of a third perfon to lovers: yet while 
decency is preferved, which is generally the cafe before marriage, 
and by fenfible and well-bred people afterwards; even in this fitu- 
ation, the mind that is ftored with any images of its own, may a- 
mufe itfelf ; and the heart that is fraught with any good-nature, 
may find fome fatisfaction in confidering the pleafure which the 
fond lovers enjoy in the company of each other. But from the un- 
eafinefs of being a third perfon to QUARRELERs, there is no relief: 
your own thoughts are broke in upon by the jarring difcord of your 
companions ; and they will neither contribute to your entertain- 
ment, nor even fuffer you to retain the tranquillity of your own 
bofom. : 


AmoncstT the vulgar,where the men vent their paffions by {wear- 
ing, and the women by fcolding or crying, (as rage by thefe means 
finds a vent) their quarrels are generally foon made up, nor does any 
anger remain after reconciliation. But in higher life, where fuch 
efforts are reftrained by good-breeding, and where people have 
fearned to difguife not to fubdue their paffions, an inveterate 
rancour often lies corroding in the breaft, and generally produces all 
the effects of inexorable malice. - 


PEopLeE confider not, that by family repartees and oblique re- 
flections on each other, the very inmoft fecrets of their lives are 
difclofed to their common acquaintance ; and that they oftentimes 
inconfiderately lay open to their worft enemies, faults and imper- 
fections in themfelves and their relations, which they would take 
pains to conceal from their deareft friends. 


To give you a full idea of what Imean, I fend you a hiftory of 
my life and adventures for one day; and I wifh I could fay it was 
the only one, in which I have been witnefs to fuch difagreeable 
{cenes as are here reprefented. 


In the morning I breakfafted with two young ladies. Mifs Harriet 
the elder fifter was about the age of nineteen, and Mifs Fanny the 
youngeft not quite feventeen, Their parents are able amply to pro- 
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vide for them;. and have fpared no coft in mafters of every kind, 
in order to give them all fafhionable female accomplifhments. Ever 
fince they have quitted the nurfery, they have been indulged in 
feeing their own company in Mifs Harriet’s dreffing room, which 
is finifhed and adorned with great elegance of tafte and profu- 
fion of expence. They are both pofleffed of no fmall fhare of 
beauty, with fo much quicknefs of apprehenfion and ready wit, 
as might, if rightly applied, render them extremely entertaining. 
Not one real misfortune can they yet have met with, to four 
their tempers or fupprefs their vivacity: yet I could plainly {ce, that 
they were very far from being happy, and that their unhappinefs 
arofe from their continual bickerings with each other. After 
breakfaft, Mifs Fanny took up a volume of Shakefpear’s plays that 
lay in the window, and out of the Midfummer-Night’s Dream, 
read the following part of a fpeech, which Helena makes to her 
friend Hermia in the third act; 


«© Injurious Hermia, moft ungrateful maid! 

‘“* Have you confpired, have you with thefe contrived 
‘¢ To bait me with this foul derifion ? 

‘© Ts all the counfel that we two have (hared, 

“« The fifters vows, the hours that we have fpent, 

«© When we have chid the hafty-footed time 

“* For parting us; O! and isall forgot! 


Then laying down the book with the tears. half ftarting from 
her eyes, fhe looked earneftly at her fifter, and (in a tone more 
theatrical than I wifh to hear off the ftage) cryed out, “ Oh! 
‘© wretched Helena, unhappy maid! I wonder not that in your 
‘© circumftances you imagined that every word was intended as an 
“¢ infult ; fince no doubt you had often experienced fuch inhuman 
‘© treatment.” Mifs Harriet with fome warmth, anfwered, ‘* You 
“© fhould remember SisTER, that Helena was a foolifh weak girl, 
‘© fond of aman that defpifed her; and it was kind of any body 
‘< to endeavour to cure her of fuch a mean-fpirited paffion. 


Fanny. °Tis always cruel, Sister, to infult the wretched. 


Harriet. Thofe that are miferable by their own, folly, Miss 
Fanny, will call every thing infult and reproach, that tends not to 
footh and encourage them in a filly paffion, 

| FAN- 


196 THE ADVENTURER. No. 33. 


Fanny. If love is a filly paffion, Miss Harriet, I know fome 
mighty w/e people that have felt its power. 


Harriet. I dont fay love is a filly paffion, where it is pro- 


perly placed: but I know, Mapaw, that a head ftrong young 
girl will always be angry with every one that advifes her for her 
own good. | 


Fanny. AndI know alfo; Mapam, 


As foon as the affectionate name of Si/fer was dropped, and the 
ceremony of Mi/s fupplied its place, I even then began to fear, left 
ceremony would alfo undergo the fame fate, and that paffion at laft 
would introduce open rudenefs: but the word Madam doubly re- 
torted, no fooner reached my ears, than, trembling for the event, 
I interrupted the dialogue by taking my leave; and I doubt not 
but any one from this {ketch may eafily be able to paint in what 
manner thefe young ladies pafs moft of their hours together. 


From hence I went to vifit three coufins, who,although they had 
moderate independent fortunes, yet had for fome years lived toge- 
ther as one family. They were women of an obfcure and low edu- 
cation, but commonly reputed good-natured. _I took it for grant- 
ed, therefore, that I fhould meet with fome harmony amongft 
them: but by their converfation I foon found, that they continued 


under the fame roof, for no other reafon, but becaufe each fancied 


herfelf obliged to it fhe knew not why, and could not tell how 
to extricate herfelf from imaginary chains. 


WHatever converfation I began, with a defign of amufing 
them, was interrupted by their all talking at once upon the fubject 
which feemed uppermoft in their minds, and proving to a demon- 
ftration, that one perfon could live by herfelf much cheaper than 
with a companion ; and each feparately declared, thatSue could live 
for a meer trifle, was it not for expenfive connexions. Then run- 
ning through every branch of houfe-keeping, each inveighed 
{trongly again{t fome article, which either the did not like, or from 
ill health could not enjoy, and which fhe knew alfo to be agreeable 
to her companions. This difcourfe was too vulgar as well as dif- 
agreeable to be long endured ; I therefore haftened off as faft as 
poflible, and went (as engaged) to dinner, where the family con- 
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fifted of an old gentleman and lady, their two daughters, and two 
young gentlemen, who, I foon found, were the intended lovers of 
the young ladies. By intended lovers, I mean, they were young 
gentlemen, whofe fortunes and characters were agreeable to the 
“parents ; and the defign of this interview was for the young people 
to fee, whether they were agreeable to each other. 1 now expected 
the higheft {cene of cheattdaets and good-humour ; for on fuch 
occafions both gentlemen and ladies generally drefs themfelves in 
their bet looks and their beft humour, as certainly asin their beft 
‘and -moft becoming cloaths. - The two gentlemen I foon perceived 
‘had made a feparate choice; but unfortunately, the -two ladies 
were both ‘bent on the conqueft of the famé man; to compafs 
which, their features and perfons, through affectation, were thrown 
into a thoufand diftortions. From-an envious fear of each-other’s 

Yuccefs, lowering fufpicion fat upon their brows; and their-eyes, 
which were naturally: piercing, darted forth fuch malignant glances 

at each other, that they loft all their beauty, and, from being turned 
fo many ways at once, looked as if they fquinted. Their whole 
difcourfe confifted of fharp reflections again{t coquetry ; each infi- 
nuating, in pretty intelligible terms, that the other was a finifhed 
coquet: and indeed they {pared not, in dn indiré&t manner, to ac- 
cufe each other of every ill quality in human nature. How this 
recommended them to their lovers I know not; but it made their 
company, partly through’ compaffion; and partly through indig- 
nation, fo unpleafant to ‘me, that as foon as I could, confiftent 
with civility, ‘I took my leave, and clofed this agreeable ‘day with 
a married couple, the motive of -whofe coming together was. {aid 
to be love, for no other could well be affigned for it. They had 
been married fome years, but had no.chikiren; which I foon 
found was no {mall grief to the hufband, by his talking in raptures 
of every prattling child he had met with abroad, to which the 
wife always an{wered, that fhe was fick of hearing of nothing but 
the monkey tricks of a parcel of fenfelefs brats. As they were both 
people of tolerable underftanding, and were faid to be very fond of 
reading, I endeavoured to turn the difcourfe into another channel, 
which was pretty eafily done, and they with great readinefs en- 
tered into a converfation on plays and books of ainufement. But 
here again not a fingle character could be mentioned, without 
caufing a warm difpute between the hufband and wife: fhe moft 
out- 
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outrageoufly inveighed againft every example of a kind and obli- — 


ging wife, whofe behaviour, the faid, was the effe& of a paltry 
meanne(s of {pirit; while he burft out in raptyres on the happinefs 
of every libertine who was not bound by the uneafy fetters of ma- 
trimony. Both had fome poetical paffage ready to repeat in fup- 
port of their decifions; and their eyes were alternately caft to- 
wards me, as claiming my approbatien. 


Coup I poffibly want to be farther informed of their private 
hiftory? Or can I claim to myfelf any peculiar penetration, for 
faying that Mr. B——— is grown fick of his wife, and is a man of 
pleafure and intrigue ; and that .the leads him a weary life from 
‘fufpicion of his amours, being refolved not to incur that cenfure of 
mean-fpiritednefs, which fhe caft on every charaéter that exem- 
plified any degree of patience and acquiefcence towards a hufband? 
.Nay, without the leaft {park of divination, I will.venture to fore- 
‘tel, that Mr. B———, driven from his own houfe by the petu- 
dance and.clamours of his wife, will-{pend moft of his time with 
{ome favourite courtezan, whofe intereft it is to engage him hy 
-chearfulnefs and good-humour: and that Mrs. B-——, piqued at 
'the neglect of her charms, may poffibly revenge the inconftancy 
.of her bufband, by facrificing her own yirtue and henour. 


‘Ir, Sir, you can prevail with people not to expofe themfelves in 
‘this manner, and.can perfuade them, that Goon-zumour would 
‘be a more agreeable entertainment to their guefts, than the mot 
‘coftly provifions they can beftow upon them, you will certainly 
‘io an effential piece of fervice to fociety.; and you may command 
all the affiftance in the :power of 


++ Your moft obedient, &c. 


MY RTILLA, 
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" “SATURDAY, March 3, 1753. 


Has tottes optata exegit gloria panas. Juve 


-'To the ADVENTURER. 


| Fleet-prifon, Feb. 24. 
@x9 O a benevolent difpofition, every ftate of lifé 
TENS will afford fome opportunities of contributing 
to the welfare of mankind. Opulence and 
{plendor are enabled to difpel the cloud of ad- 
verfity, to dry up the tears of the widow and the 
orphan, and to enlarge the felicity of all around 
them: their example will animate the perfuit of virtue, and deter 
the progrefs of vice. And even poverty and indigence, tho’ without 
power to cherifh the afflicted, and confer happinefs, may at leaft 
_ prevent mifery, and keep fuch as are not blinded by their paffions 
from irremediable calamity. | 


Ll PLEASED 
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PLEASED, therefore, with the thought of witholding others 
from that folly that has imbittered my own days, I have prefumed to 
addrefs the ADVENTURER from the dreary manfions of wretchednefs 
and defpair, of which the gates are fo wonderfully conftructed, as 
to fly open for the reception of ftrangers, ‘though they are imper- 
vious asa rock of adamant to fuch as. are within them: 

Facilis defcenfus Avernt ; 

Noétes atque dies patet atri janua Ditis: 

Sed revocare gradum, fuperafque asin QUT as, 
Hoc opus bic labor eft. 


” ' 


4... 


SurFER me to acquaint you, Sir, that I have glittered at the 


‘ball, and fparkled in the circle; that Ehave had the happinefs to 


be the unknown favourite of an unknown ‘afly at the mafquerade, 
have been the delight of tables of the firft | fathion, aad the envy 
of my brother beaux; and to defcend a littlé. dower, it is, I believe, 
till remembered, that Mefirs. Velours and d’Ef pagne ftand in- 
debted for a great part of their prefent influence at Guildhall, to 
the elegance of my fhape, and the graceful freedom of my car- 
riage : 

———— Sed que praclara et profpera tanti, 

Ut rebus latis par fit menfura malorum ! 


As I entered into the world very young, with an elegant perfon, 


and a large eftate, it was not long before I difentangled myfelf from . 


the fhackles of religion; for I was determined to the perfuit of 
pleafure, which according to my notions confifted in the unre- 
{trained and unlimited gratification of every paffion and every appe- 
tite: and as this could not be obtained under the frowns of a perpe- 
tual dictator, I confidered religion as my enemy, and proceeding to 
treat her with contempt and derifion, was not a little delighted that 
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the unfathionablenefs of her appearance, and the unanimated uni- 
formity of her motions, afforded frequent opportunities for the fal- 
lies of my imagination. 


ConceIvinc now that I was fufficiently qualified to laugh away 
fcruples, I imparted my remarks to thofe among my female fa- 
vourites, whofe virtue I intended to attack ; for I was well affured, 
that pride would be able to make but a weak defence, when reli- 
gion was fubverted ; nor was my fuccefs below my expectation: 
the love of pleafure is too ftrongly implanted in the female breaft, 
to let any doubt remain long of the validity of arguments defigned 
to weaken reftraint ; all are eafily led to believe, that whatever 
thwaits their inclination mutt be wrong: little more, therefore, was 
required, than by the addition of fome circumftances, and the ex 
aggeration of others, to make merriment fupply the place of cone 
viction ; nor was I fo fenfelefs as to offer arguments to fuch as could 
not attend to them, and with whom a repartee or catch is the 
ftrongeft deraonftration. _ This being effected, there remained only 
the dread of the world: but Roxana {oared too high, to think the 
opinion of others worthy her notice; Letitia feemed to think of 
at only to declare, that if all her hairs were worlds, the fhould 
reckon them well loft for love; and Paftorella fondly conceived, that 
fhe could dwell for ever by the fide of a bubbling fountain, content 
with her fwain and fleecy care ; without confidering, that ftilnefs 
and folitude can afford fatisfaction only to innocence. 


Ir is not the defire of poffeffion, but the glory of conqueft, 
that fires the foldier’s breaft ; as indeed the town 1s feldom worth 
much, when it has fuffered the devaftations of a fiege: fo that 
though I did not openly declare the effects of my own prowe(s, 
" which is forbidden by the laws of honour, it cannot be fuppofed 
that I was very folicitous to bury my reputation, or to hinder aw — 
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Gidental difcoveries. To have gained one victory, is an induce- 
ment to hazard a fecond engagement: and though the fuccefs of 
the general, fhould be a reafon for increafing the ftrength of the 
fortification ; it becomes, with many, a pretence for an immediate 
farrender, under the notion that no power is able to withftand fo 
formidable an adverfary ; while others brave the danger, and think 
x mean to furrender, and daftardly to fly: Meliffa, indeed, knew 
better ; and though fhe could not boaft the apathy, fteadinefs, and 
inflexibility of a Cato, wanted. not the more. prudent virtue of 
Scipio, and gained the vidtory by declining the conteit. 


You muft not, however, imagine, that I was during this 
ftate of abandoned libertinifm, fo fully convinced of the fitnefs 
of my- own conduét, as to be ‘free from uneafinefs: I knew very. 
well, that I might juftly be deemed the peft of fociety, and 
that fuch proceedings muft terminate in the .deftruction - of my 
health and fortune: but to admit thoughts of this kind, was to live 
upon the rack ; I fled, therefore, to the regions of. mirth and jolli- 
ty, as they are-called, and endeavoured with burgundy, and a con- 
tinual rotation of company, to- free miyfelf from the pangs of re- 
fletion. From thefe orgies we frequently fallied forth in: queft 
of adventure, to the no {mall terror and confternation of all the 
fober ftragglers that camein-our way: and though we never in- 
jured, like-our illuftrious progenitors the Mohocks, either life or 
limbs; yet have we in the midft of Covent-Garden buried a 
taylor, who had been troublefome to fome of our fineft gentlemen, 
beneath a heap of cabbage leaves and ftalks, with this conceit, 


Satia te caule quem Jemper cupifli. 


Tuere ‘can be no reafori for mentioning the common exploits of 
breaking windows and bruifing the watch, unlefs it be to tell you 
of the device of producing before the juftice broken lanthorns, 
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which have been paid fora hundred times; or their appearance with 
patches on their heads, under pretence of being cut by the fword 
that was never drawn: nor need I fay any thing of the more for- 
midable attack of fturdy chairmen, armed with poles; by a 
flight ftroke of which, the pride of Ned Revel’s face was at once 
laid flat, and that effected in an inftant which its moft mortal foe 
had for years eflayed in vain. I fhall pafs over the accidents 
that attend attempts to fcale windows, and endeavours to diflodge 
figns from their hooks: there are many 4atr-breadth “fcapes, be- 
fides thofe in the iwminent deadly breach; but the rake’s life, 
though it be equally hazardous with that of the foldier, is neither 
accompanied with prefent honour nor with pleafing retrofpect : 
fuch is, and fuch ought to be the difference, between the enemy 
and the preferver of his country. 7 ; 


Amipst fuch giddy and thoughtlefs extravagance, it will 
not feem ftrange, that I was often the dupe of coarfe flattery. 
When Monf. L’Allonge affured me, that I thruft quart over arm 
better than any man in England, what could I lefs than prefent 
him with a fword that coft me thirty pieces? I was bound for 
a hundred pounds for Tom Trippit, becawfe he had declared that 
he would dance a minuet with any man in the three kingdoms ex- 
cept myfelf. But I often parted with money again{t my inclination, 
either becaufe I wanted the refolution to refufe, or dreaded the 
appellation of a niggardly fellow ; and I may be truly faid to have 
{quandered my eftate, without honour, without friends, and with- 
out pleafure. The laft may, perhaps, appear ftrange to men 
unacquainted with the mafquerade of life’: I deceived others, and 
I endeavoured to deceive myfelf; and have worn the face of plea- 


fantry and gaiety, while my heart fuffered the keeneft torture. 


Ar 
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AT the inftigation of my friends, I grew in time ambitious of a 
feat in parliament ; and accordingly fet out for the town of Wallop in 
‘ the weft, where my arrival was welcomed by a thoufand throats, 
and I was in three days fure of a majority: but after drinking out 
one hundred and fifty hogfheads of wine, and bribing two thirds 
of the corporation twice over, I had the mortification to find, 
that the borough had been before fold to Mr. Courtly. 


In a life of this kind, my fortune, though confiderable, was 
prefently diffipated: and as the attraction grows more ftrong the 
nearer any body approaches the earth, when once a man begins to 
fink into poverty, he falls with velocity always increafing ; every fupply 
is purchafed at,a higher and higher price, and every office of kindnefs 
obtained with greater and greater difficulty. Having now inform- 
-ed you of my rife and elevation, I fhall, if you encourage the 
continuance of my correfpondence, fhew you by what fteps I 
.defcended from a firft floor in Pall-mall to my prefent habitation. 


I am, S1r, 
v eur Gable cant: 
| MISAGYRUS. 
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TUESDAY, March 6, 1753. 


———Celebrare domeftica faéta. | Vire. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


‘a= NE of the improvements of life in which the 
“4 prefent age has excelled all that have gone before 
g it, is the quick circulation of intelligence, the 
faithful and eafy communication of events paft 
§) and future, by the multitude of news-papers 
% which have been contrived to amufe or inform 


us. But as ane performances, whether daily or weekly, are com- 
monly the productions of induftrious indigence, unacquainted with 
the higher claffes of mankind, my contemporaries have left to me 
the province of relating what immediately paffes in the fafhionable 

Mm | world. 
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world. I fhall, therefore, give up to my brother journalifts the 
dreams of politicians, the difputes of émpires, and the flu€tuations 
of commerce; and apply myfelf intirely to that more important 
bufinefs which claims every one’s attention that has the happinefs 
of living within the circle of politenefs. I have accordingly formed 
the plan of a new paper calculated folely for high life, in which 
will be contained a periodical account of the rife, progrefs, and 
declenfion of fafhions ; and a faithful recital of every remarkable 
occurrence among perfons of. figure and diftinétion. The ufeful- 
nefs and entertainment of fuch a paper, are too evident to need any 
obfervation; and to give you a comprehenfive view of my defign, 
and make it, univerfally known, I have fent you the following {pe- 
cimen. 


The BEAU-MONDE: 


- Or, The GenTieman and Lapy’s Potire INTELLIGENCER. — 


Yefterday arrived a Mail from Batu. 
WE hear that a certain great Lady, having complained to a cer- 
. tain great Lord, that the world was fo i//-natured as to fay her re= 
treat into the country was in order to lie-in, and that fhe had even 
been delivered of Twins; Madam, faid my Lord, I make sta rule 
never to believe above half of what the world fays. 


Apvices from Hyde Park bring account of a bloody battle 
fought the 3d. inftant, N.S. between captain Dreadnought and 
lieutenant Fury, in which both were honourably run thro’ the body. 


LETTERs from New-Market affure us, that the'horfe are actually 
in motion, and exercife every day; whence it is conjectured that 
they will take the field, and enter upon action fometime in April. 
A lift of the forces is already drawn up by the firft Aid-de-camp, 

the honourable Reginald Heber, Efq; 


AN exprefs arrived yefterday from France, when the privy 
council met in Taviftock-ftreet for the difpatch of fafhions. The 
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Britith manufacturers had leave to withdraw their petitions, and the 
fan-makers addre{fs was ordered to lie upon the table. 


OrpeERs were iffued from Lady Chamberlain’s Office for all 
Peerefies, &c. not to wear any caps in full drefs, and to make ufe of 
grey powder. The men to wear wire-wigs, or their own hair 
frizzled up to the top, without hats. The muffs to expire the firft 
al May next. 


On Tuefday laft ; a pair of white-heel’d fhoes made its appear= 
ance in the Park, and the next day was s accompanied by a pair of 
- filver-clock’d ftockings. 


' AccorpDiNG to the lateft obfervations the hoops are found to 
have increafed + of an inch in diameter, and the hats to have de- 
creafed 2 in the brim. 


AT the laft Mafquerade it was computed that there was near 
eighteen hundred people, men, women, and children. The moft 
remarkable were three naked ladies reprefenting the’ Graces, two 
dancing bears, and a bombazeen devil. Lady Bubble-Bet loft feven 
hundred guineas, and my Lord Stake is faid to have won fifteen 
hundred. The company departed in good order at break of day. — 


Boru play-houfes perform, as ufual, every night to crowded au- 
diences. Lady Frolick, chufing to mob it in the gallery the firft 
night of the new play, loft her pink fhade, half her petenlair, and 
one fhoe in getting in. Mrs. Vale and Lady Stickfort may be heard 
and feen every night at one or the other houfe. 


A Petition figned by feventy-two routs, thirty-five drums, fifteen 
drum-majors, and eleven hurricanes, is prepared againft the bill 
for laying an additional fixpence on the Ace of Spades. And we 
hear, that in confequence of the New Stile a bill is to be brought 
in for altering the diurnal calculation of time. It is propofed, that 
the morning be put back twelve hours, and is not to commence till 
twelve at noon; noon and night to be annihilated and the evening 

not 
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not toend till day-break. This is agreeable to the practice of 
all the fafhionable world; and the company of Stationers will 
have orders to prepare a new almanack upon the occafion, in order 
to bind up with future court-kalendars. 


By private letters from Bath we are informed, that a vaft con- 
courfe of people are coming in daily, but they have little or no 
Company. Mifs Sufan Sly, who lately went thither for the reco- 
very of her health, is fafely brought to bed of a fon and zo heir, 
to the great grief of that noble family. 


WE hear that a treaty of marriage is on foot, and will {peedily 
be confummated between Patrick Mac Lackland Efq; and Mifs 
Polly Pert, a lady of great merit and beauty in her pocket. 


Last Monday died at her ladyfhip’s houfe in Grofvenor-Square, 
Mifs Cloe, only Lap-dog of the Countefs of Fiddle-Faddle. 


On Sunday laft a terrible fire broke out at Lady Brag’s, occa- 
fioned by the following accident: Mrs. Overall the houfekeeper, 
having loft three rubbers at whift running, without holding a 
fwabber, (notwithftanding fhe had changed chairs, furzed the 
cards, and ordered Jemmy the foot-boy to fit crofs-legged for good 
luck,) grew out of all patience ; and taking up the devil’s books, 
as fhe called them, flung them into the fire, and the flames 
{pread to the fteward’s room: but by the timely affiftance of Mrs. 
Cook, Mrs. Chambermaid, and Mrs. Lady’s own Woman, they 
were prevented from doing any confiderable damage. 


A Bill of Marriages, Burials, Difeafes and Cafualties, for the 
laft Week. a 


Married (in Church) — — —— = = 2 
(at May Fair) — — 


(at the Fleet) — — ~— — 27 
Buried (inthe Country) = = we ea 
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DISEASES. — | Surfeit — — —— — 18 
: Stll-born — — — 3 
Abortion “—- — -—— 2 Stifled (after birth) — 19 
Aged. =e SS ie ©} Tympanies (aliasdrums) 7 
Broken heart (by hufbands) 34 Vapous — — — 18 
Child-bed (in private) — 5 
Confumption (of the pocket) 73 CASUALTIES. 
Colds {caught at places of 
diverfion) — — — 500] Teeth (lofsof) — — 34 
Exceflive gaming — — g2] Stabbed (inthe reputation) 12 
Bad Livers —- —- —= 1000 Horn-mad — — — 95 
Mortification — — — 8] Bit byamadlap-doe — 1 
Overflowing of the aa . $2] Turned offaladder — — 2 
Rah — — — 7\ Killed (induels) — — 7 
Smal! pox (dofs of beauty by it) 23] Found dead (drunk) — 31 
Spleen —= -—=' — —= 13} Kicked and pulled bytheears 


High Mall at St. James’s Park 25 minutes after two. 


Faro-Bank Stock 3601. 1 half. Hazard ditto 2701. 3 8ths. 
Ditto Tallies 50]. to gool. 1 4th. Sinking Fund, no price. 
Brag circulation, uncertain. Opera Subfcription, no price. Af- 
— fembly ditto, 521. 10s. Concert ditto, 1ft Sub. no price. Ditto 
2d Sub. ditto. Ditto New iftSub. 2]. 12s. 6d, to 31. 3s. 
Ditto 2d Sub. 10s. 6d. to 41.48. Irifh Lottery, Books fhut. 
Benefit Tickets, 2s, to 3s, to 5s, to sol. Debts of Honour 
transferable at White’s, no price. 


Tuus, Sir, I have explained the method that Iintend to follow, 
and imparted fome of the materials of which my paper will con- 
fift: and asI doubt not of its univerfal circulation among perfons 
of quality, I fhall, in imitation of other papers, give admittance 
to all thofe advertifements which are more immediately connected 
with my fcheme; fuch as of plays and pantomimes, mafquerades, 
ridottos, affemblies, oratorios, concerts, the animal comedians, 
Vaux-hall, Ranelagh, Ruckholt-houfe, Kendal-houfe, &c. &c. &c. 
Auctions of china, knicknacks, and cockle-fhells ; Pinchbeck’s 
repofitory ; parrots, puppies, and monkeys, loft, ftolen, or ftray’d. 
—Alfo for wives, hufbands, and muftrefies; mafquerade habits 

and 
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and mafks—tooth-powders, lip-falves, and beautifying lotions, 
—Mrs. Giles’s finé compound at a guinea an ounce — the ladies 
court fticking plaifter — and the new-invented powder for fhaving. 
Then among the articles of books, Dukes’s Art of Dancing, for 
the inftruction of Grown Gentlemen —The Lady’s Memorandum 
Book — Hiftorical Lift of Horfe Races—Calculation for laying | 
the Odds at any Game — Hoyle on the Sciences — New Novels, 
and other fafhionable Books of Entertainment. 


A I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


J. TATTLE, 


O PADS, 
: SX bye 


. ae 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 


To be continued on TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, March 10, 1753. 


— —— Afpera 
Nigris aquora ventis 
Emirabitur infolens, 

Qui nunc te fruttur credulus aured, 
Qui femper vacuam, semper amabilem 
Sperat, nefcius aura 


Fallacis ! Hor. 


te SAS HE Ladies, to whom I lately addreffed fome 


Sy ass 

ee PX thoughts upon the choice of a hufband, I thall 
Box. to-day confider as married: and as I am very 
il ec far from thinking, that they may now fit 
| 78 down in negligent fecurity, and remit at once 
their affiduity and circumfpection, I fhall warn them of fome opi- 
nions of which this conduct is the confequence, detect fome errors 
by which the general intention of good-nature may be difappoint- 


Nn ed, 
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ed, and endeavour to put them upon their guard againft fome 
| propenfities by which it may be overborne. 


Ir is now neceflary to remind them, that the paffion which is 
 fuppofed to animate the lover; the paffion which is .reprefented 
by flames and darts, which {wells the bofom with perpetual rap- 
ture, and neither changes its objeé&t nor lofes its ardour; exifts 
only in poetry and romance. ‘The real paffion which wit and 
folly have thus concurred to difguife, is fubjeat to difguft and fa- 
tiety, is excited by novelty, and frequently extinguithed by pof- 
feffion. 


Ir is alfo equally true, that a refined and abftraGted friendfhip 
between perfons of different fexes, a union of fouls to which 


_ the corporal paffion is merely accidental, is only to be found in the 


writings of thofe enthufiafts, who have addreffed the world from. 


a cave ora college, and perhaps denied the force of defires which 
they could not fubdue ; or in the profeffions of infidious hypo- 
crites, who have endeavoured thus to gain a confidence which 
they intended only to abufe. But there is an efteem which is me- 
liorated by love, anda love that is elevated by efteem ; a kind of 
mixt affection peculiar to mankind, as beings compounded of in- 
{tinct and reafon ; or, in other words, of body and mind. This is 
that {pecies of affection, upon which the fupreme or peculiar hap- 
pinefs of marriage depends, and which can {earce be preferved 


without a conftant attention and perpetual efforts, 


As love without efteem, is volatile and capricious; efteem with- 
out love, is languid and cold. Iam afraid that many men, whofe 
wives have poffeffed their efteem, have yet lavifhed their fortune 
and their fondnefs upon a miftrefs; and that the love: of others, 


however 


eT ee ee 
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however ardent, has been quickly alienated, becaufe it was not 
dignified and fupported by efteem. 


THouGH good-nature does indeed participate the pains and the 
pleafures of others, and may therefore be confidered as a conftant 
and forcible motive to communicate happinefs and alleviate mifery ; 
yet it is at beft but the imperfect excellence of imperfect beings, 
whofe immediate gratifications are often felfifh, and fuch as folly 
or vice render incompatible with the true happinefs of the indivi- 
dual, and of each other. 


As there is not perhaps upon earth any couple, whofe natural 
difpofitions and relith of life are fo perfectly fimilar, as that their 
wills conftantly coincide ; fo it muft fometimes happen, that the 
immediate pleafure of indulging oppofite inclinations, will be 
greater than a participation of that pleafure, which would arife to 
the other, if this indulgence fhould be forborne: but as to forbear 
this indulgence can never fail to conciliate efteem, it fhould always 
be confidered as a means of happinefs, and rather as an advantage 
than a lofs; efpecially if it be true, that the indulgence itfelf, in 


thefe circumftances, never gives the pleafure that it promifes. 


Lavy Charlitte Sprighthy, the wife of a young Baronet, was 
dreffing for an affembly a few nights ago, when Sir Harry came 
in. ‘ My dear Charlotte,” fays he, “Iam forry that you are 
‘“* going out tonight ; for my coufin George 1s juft arrived from 
* the Eaft Indies: I have invited him to fup ; and as he has never 
** feen you, I promifed him your company.” ‘‘ Nay, dear Sir 
‘“< Harry,” replied the lady, ‘‘ do not afk me to ftay at home to 
“ night: you know I am fond of dancing; and now my fancy 
«< is fet upon going, I am fure you will not difappoint me.” Sir 

. Harry, 


‘sé, 


214 THE ADVENTURER. Noao.36. 


Harry, who was trucly good-natured, would not urge her to ftay ; 
for to flay with apparent reluctance, would not have gratified his 
with. She perceived that he was fecretly difpleafed ; however, 
away fhe went. But as fhe had not lefs good-nature than Sir 
Harry, fhe fuffered fo much pain by reflecting on the pain fhe 
had given him, that fhe often withed herfelf at home. Thus fhe 
offended the delicacy of his affection, by preferring a dance to the 
quiet of his mind; and forfeited part of the efteem, which was 
due to that very good-nature by which fhe loft the enjoyment of 
the night. 


In this inftance, the pain inflicted upon the hufband, was acci- 
dental to the private gratification propofed by the wife. But there 
is a paffion very different both from malice and rage, to the grati- 
fication of which, the pain of another is fometimes effentially ne- 
ceflary. This paffion, which though its effects are often direétly 
oppofite to good-nature, is yet perhaps predominant in every 
breaft and indulged at whatever rifque, is Vanity. 


To a gratification of vanity, at the expence of reciprocal efteem, 
the wife is certainly under much ftronger temptation than the huf- 
band: and I warn the ladies againft it, not only with more zeal, 
but with greater hope of fuccefs; becaufe thofe only who have 
fuperior natural abilities, or have received uncommon advantages 


from education, have it in their power. 


SUCCESSFULLY to rally a wife, confers no honour upon a huf- 
band ; the attempt is regarded rather as an infult than a conteft; 
it is exulting in a mafculine ftrength to which fhe makes no pre- 


tenfions, and brandifhing weapons which fhe is not myewers to 


have {kill to weild. 


For 
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For the fame reafons, to confute or to ridicule a hufband with 
an apparent fuperiority of knowledge or of wit, affords all the 
parade of triumph to a wife; it is to be ftrong where weaknefs is 
no reproach, and to conquer when it would not have been difho- 
nourable to fly. But thefe circumftances, which increafe the force 
of the temptation, will be found to afford proportionate motives 
to refift it; whatever adds tothe glory of the victor, adds equally 
to the difhonour of the vanquifhed; and that which can exalt a 
wife only by degrading a hufband, will appear upon the whole not 
to be worth the acquifition, even though it could be made without 
changing fondnefs to refentment, or provoking jealoufy by an im- 
plication of contempt. If the ladies do not perceive the force of 
this argument, I earneftly requeft that they would for once truft 
implicitly to my judgment; a requeft which, however extraordi- 
nary, is not unreafonable ; becaufe in this inftance the very vanity 


which hides truth from them, muft neceffarily difcover it to me. 


Bur if good-nature is fufficiently vigorous to fecure the efteem 
of reafon, it may yet be too negligent to gratify the delicacy of 
love: it muft, therefore, not only be ftcady, but watchful and 
affiduous; beauty muft fuffer no diminution by inelegance, but 
every charm muft contribute to keep the heart which it contri- 
buted to win; whatever would have been concealed as a defect 
_ from the lover, muft with yet greater diligence be concealed from 
the hufband. The moft intimate and tender familiarity, cannot 
furely be fuppofed to exclude decorum ; and there is a delicacy 
in every mind which is difgufted at the breach of it, though 
every mind is not fufficiently attentive to avoid giving an offence 


which it has often received. 


I sHALL conclude this paper, as Idid my laft on the fame fub- 
ject, with a general remark. As they who poffefs lefs than they 
expected — 
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expected cannot be happy ; to expatiate in chimerical profpects of 
felicity is to infure the anguifh of difappointment, and to lofe the 
power of enjoyment whatever may be poficffed. Let not youth, 
therefore, imagine, that with all the advantages of nature and 
education, marriage will be a conftant reciprocation of delight, 
over which externals will have little influence, and which time 
will rather change than deftroy. There is no perpetual fource of 
delight but Hope: fo imperfect is the utmoft temporal happinefs, 
that to poffefs it all, is to lofe it. We enjoy that which is before 
us; but when nothing more is poffible, all that is attained is in- 
fipid. Such is the condition of this life : but let us not, therefore, 
think it of no value ; for to be placed in this life, is to be a candi« 
date for a better. 


MOY 


Besa 
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To be continued on Turspays and SATURDAYS 


TUESDAY, March 13, 1753. 


Calumniari fi quis autem voluerit, 
Quod arbores lequantur, non tantuin ferae ; ; 


Fictis gocart nos meminerit fabulis. PHD. 
anes me OUGH it be generally allowed, that to 
Cr communicate happinefs is the characteriftic of 


x 
3 
ALY 
so & 
*, +. 
- ~ -, 
- 


virtue ; yet this happine(s is feldom confidered 
as extending beyond our own fpecies; and no 
man is thought to become vicious, by facri- 
ficing the life of an animal to the pleafure of 
hitting a mark. It is, however, certain, that 
by this act more happinefs is deftroyed than produced; except it 
be fuppofed, that happinefs fhould be eftimated, not in proportion 
to its degree only, but tothe rank of the being by whom it ts en- 
joyed: but this is a fuppofition, which perhaps cannot eafily be 
Oo fupported., 
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fupported. Reafon, from which alone man derives his fuperiority, 
fhould, in the prefent queftion, be confidered only as Senfbility: a 
‘blow produces more patn toa man, than toa brute; becaufe toa 
man, it is aggravated by a fenfe of indignity, and is felt as often as it 
is remembered; in the brute it produces only corporal pain,which in 
‘a fhort time ceafes forever. But it may be juftly afferted, that the 
fame degree of pain in both fubjects, is in the fame degree an evil; 
and that it cannot be wantonly inflicted, without equal violation of 
right. Neither does it follow from the contrary pofitions, that man 
fhould abftain from animal food; for by him that kills merely to 
eat, life is facrificed only to life; and if man had lived upon fruits and 
herbs, the greater part of thofe animals which die to furnith his 
table, would never have lived ; inftead of increafing the breed asa 
pledge of plenty, he would have been compelled to deftroy them 
to prevent a famine. 


THERE is great difference between killing for food, and for fport. 
To take pleafure in that by which pain is inflicted, if it is not vi- 
cious, is dangerous; and every practice which, if not criminal in 
itfelf, yet wears out the fympathizing fenfability of a tender mind, 
muft render human nature proportionably lefs fit for fociety. In 
my perfuit of this train of thought, I confidered the inequality 
with which happinefs appears to be diftributed among the brute 
creation, as different animals are in a different degree expofed to the 
capricious cruelty of mankind; and in the fervor of my imagina- 
tion, I began to think it poffible, that they might participate in a 
future retribution ; efpecially, as mere matter and motion approach 
no nearer to fenfibility, than to thought: and he, who will not 
venture to deny that brutes have fenfability, fhould not haftily pro- 
nounce, that they have only a material exiftence. While my mind 
was thus bufied, the evening ftole imperceptibly away ; and at length 
morning fucceeded to midnight: my attention was remitted by de- 
grees, and I fell afleep in my chair. 


Tuoucu the labours ef memory and judgment were now at an 
end, yet fancy was ftill bufy: by this roving wanton I was con- 
ducted through a dark avenue, which, after many windings, ter- 
gninated in a piace which fhe told me was the elyfium of birds 

and 
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and beafts. Here I beheld a great variety of animals, whom I per- 
ceived to be endowed with reafon and {peech: this prodigy, how- 
ever, did not raife aftonifhment, but curiofity. I was impatient to 
Jearn, what were the topics of difcourfe in fuch an affembly; and 
hoped to gain a valuable addition to my remarks upon human life. 
For this purpofe I approached a horfe and an afs, who feemed to 
be engaged in ferious converfation; but I approached with great 


caution and humility : for I now confidered them as in a ftate fu- 


perior to mortality ; and I feared to incur the contempt and indig- 


nation, which naturally rife at the fight of a tyrant who is divefted 


ef his power. My caution was, however, unneceffary, for they feem- 
ed wholly to difregard me ; and by degrees I came near enough to 
overhear them. 


“ Ir I had perifhed,” faid the Afs, “ when I was difmified 
“ from the earth, I think I fhould have been a lofer by my exift- 
“ ence; for during my whole life, there was fcarce an interval of 
“ one hour, in which I did not fuffer the accumulated mifery of - 
“© blows, hunger and fatigue. When I wasa colt, I was ftolen 
“ by aGypfie, who placed two children upon my back in a pair of 
“ panniers, before I had perfe&ly acquired the habit of carrying 
*< my own weight with fteadinefs and dexterity. By hard fare 
‘“< and all treatment, I quickly became blind; and when the fa- 
“ mily, to which I belonged, went into their winter quarters in 
“* Norwood, 1 was ftaked as a bet againft a couple of geefe, which 
“* had been found by a fellow who came by,. driving before him 
“ two of my brethren, whom he had overloaded with bags of 
“ fand: a halfpenny was thrown up; and to the inexpreffible in- 
** creafe of my calamity, the dealer in fand was the winner. 


“ Wuewn I came to town, I was harnefied with my two wretch- 
“** ed affociates to a cart, in which my new mafter had piled up 
“ ‘his commodity till it would hold no more. The load was fo 
“ difproportionate to our ftrength, that it was with the utmoft 
“ difficulty and labour dragged very flowly over the rugged pave- 
“ ment of the ftreets, in which every {tone was an almoft infuper- 
‘* able obftacle to our progrefs. One morning very early, as we 
<‘ were toiling up Snow-hill with repeated efforts of ftrength, 


“‘ that was {timulated, even to agony, by the inceffant ftrokes of 
6¢ 
ie 
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a wie which had already laid our loins bare even to the bone; 
it happened, that: being placed in the fhafts, and the weight 


preffing hard upon me, I felldown. Our driver regarded my — 


misfortune, not with pity but rage; and the moment he turned 


about, he threw a ftick with fuch violence at my head, that it | 
* forced out my eye, and pafling through the focket into the 


brain, ‘L was inftantly difmiffed from that mifery, the compari- 
fon of which with my prefent ftate conftitutes great part of its 
felicity. But you, furely, if I may judge by your ftature, and 
the elegance of your:make, was among the favorites of man- 
kind: you was placed in.a higher and a happier ftation ; you was 


‘ not the flave of indigence, but the pride of greatnefs: your la- 


bour was fport, and your reward was triumph, eafe, plenty 
and attendance.” 


“ Ir is true,” replied the Steed, * J was a favorite: but what 
avails it ‘to be the favorite of caprice, avarice and barbarity ? My 
tyrant was a wretch, who had gained a confiderable fortune by 
play, particularly by racing. I had won him many large fums; 
but-being at length excepted out of every match, as having no 
equal, he regarded eyen my. excellence with malignity, when it 
was no longer fubfervient to his intereft. Yet I ftill lived in eafe 
and plenty ; and ashe was able to fell even my pleafures, tho’ 
my labour was become. ufelefs, I had a feraglio in which there 
was a perpetual fucceflion of new. beauties. At Jaft, however, 
another competitor appeared: I enjoyed a new triumph by anti- 
cipation ; I rufhed into the field, panting for the conteft; and 
the firft heat I put my mafter in poffeflion of the ftakes, which 
amounted to one thoufand pounds. ‘The proprietor of the mare 
that I had diftanced, notwithftanding this difgrace, declared 
with great zeal, that fhe fhould run the next day againft any 
gelding in the world, for double the f{um: my mafter immedi- 
ately accepted the challenge; and told him, that he would the 
next day produce a gelding-that fhould beat her: but what was 
my aftonifhment and indignation, when I difcovered that he 


‘moft cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me for this 


match upon the {pot ; and to. facrifice my life at the very mo- 
ment, in which every nerve fhould be ftrained in his fervice. 


ce As 


The fun had chac’d the winter’s fnow, 


The melting ftreams began to flow, 


*T'was then amid the vernal throng, 


A Blackbird rais’d his amorous fong, 


<< O! faireft of the feather’d train, 
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«As I knew it would be in vain to refift, I fuffered myfelf to 
«© be bound: the operation was performed, and I was inftantly 
«© mounted and fpurred on to the goal. Injured as I was, the 
« love of glory was ftill fuperior: to-the defire of revenge: I de- 
<¢ termined to die as I had lived, without-an equal; and having 
<< again won the race, I funk down at the poft in an agony which. 


“© (oon after put an end to my life.” 


Wuen I had heard this horrid narrative, which indeed I remem- 
bered to be true, I turned about in honeft confufion, and blufhed. 
that I was a man. But my reflections were interrupted by the notes 
of a Blackbird, who was finging the ftory of his own fate with a 
melody that irrefiftibly compelled my attention. By this gentle and 
harmonious being, I’ was not treated with equal contempt; he 
perceived that I liftened with curiofity, and, interrupting his fong, 
“© Stranger,” fays he, ‘‘ though I am, as thou feeft, in the fields 
“of Elyfium, yet my happinefs is not complete ; my mate is ftill’ 
“ expofed to thie miferies of mortality, and I am ftill vulnerable in 
“¢ her.. O! ftranger, to bribe thy friendfhip, if peradventure it 
“may reach my love, I will gratify the curiofity with which thy 
looks enquire after me. I fell by the unprovoked enmity of 
<¢ man, in that feafon when the dictates of nature are love. But 
<< Jet not my cenfure be univerfal; for as the elegy which: I fing, 
<¢ was written by a human being, every human being is not defti- 
“ tute of comipaffion, nor deaf’ to’ the language in which our joys 
<< and fears are expreffed.” He then, after a fweet though fhort 
prelude, made the grove again eccho with his fong. | 


¢ 


nr 


wr 


sé See, fee, the winter’s ftorms are flown, 
«« And Zephyrs geritly fan the air! 
© Let us the genial influence own, 
«* Let us the vernal paftime fhare. 


And kindly loos’d'the froft boand foil’; 
And plow-men urg’'d their annual toil. 


«© The Raven plumes his jetty wing, 

‘© To pleafe his croaking paramour ; 
«¢ The Larks refponfive love-tales fing, 

«© And tell their paffion as they foar. 


Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, 
And thus it eccho’d thro’ the grove: 


<¢ Bot truft me, love, the Raven's wing 


“© For whom I fing, for whom I burn; ‘¢ Is not to be compar'd with mine ; 


<< Attend with pity to my ftrain, 
«© And grant my love a kind return. 


«¢ Nor can the Lark fo iweetly fing 


« As I, who ftrength with {weetnefs join. 
« With 
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«¢ With thee I'll prove the fweets of love, 
«¢ With thee divide the cares of life; 

«¢ No fonder hufband in the grove, 
« Nor none than thee a happier wife. 


¢s I'll lead thee to the cleareft rill, 

_* Whole ftreams among the pebbles ftray ; 
«¢ There will we fit and fip our fill, 

- “ Or on the flow’ry border play. 


s¢ I'll guide thee to the thickeft brake, 

‘< Impervious to the fchool boy’s eye: 
<* For thee the plaifter’d neft I'll make, 

‘¢ And on thy downy pinions lie. 


“¢ To get thee food I'll range the fields, 
“< And cull the beft of ev’ry kind ; 
«¢ ‘Whatever nature’s bounty yields, 
“< Or Love’s affiduous care can find. 


« And when my lovely mate would ftray 
“ To tafte the fummer’s {weets at large, 
«¢ At home I'll wait the live long day, 
_* And tend at home our infant charge. 


‘¢ When prompted by a mother’s care, 
‘© Thy warmth fhall form th’ imprifon'd 
6c young, ; 
«© With thee the tafk I’Jl fondly fhare, 
‘© Or chear thy labours with my fong.” 


He ceas’d his fong. The melting dame 
With tender pity heard his ftrain ; 

She felt, fhe own’d a mutual flame, 
And haften’d to relieve his pain. 
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He led her to the nuptial bow’r, 
And neftled clofely to her fide, 
The happieft bridegroom in that hour, 
' And fhe the moft enamour’d bride. 


Next morn he wak’d her with a fong.— 
“« Arife! behold the new born day ! 
“* The Lark his mattin peal has rung ; 
«* Arife, my love, and come away !* 


Together thro’ the fields they ftray'd, 
And to the verdant riv’lets fide, 
Renew'd their vows, and hopp'd and play'd, 
With honeft joy and decent pride. 


But O! my mufe with pain relates 
The mournful fequel of my tale ; 
Sent by an order of the Fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale. 


Alarm'd, the lover cry’d, ‘“* My dear, 
“‘ Hatte, hafte away; from danger fly ! 
«‘ Here, gunner, tur thy vengeance, here! 
“‘ O! {pare my love, and let me die. 


At him the gunner took his aim; 

Theaim he took was much too true; 
O! had he chofe fome other.pgame, 

Or fhot as he had us’d to do! # 


Divided pair! forgive the wrong, 
While I with tears your fate rehearfe : 
I'll join the widow's plaintive fong, . 
And fave the Lover in my verfe. 
® Never having killed any thing before or fince, 


The emotions which this fong produced in my bofom, awaked me; 
and I immediately recollected, that, while I flept, my imagina- 
tion had repeated an Elegy occafioned by fhooting a blackbird on 
Valentine's day, which had a few days before been communicated 
_ to me by a gentleman, who is not only eminent for tafte, litera- 
ture and virtue, but for his zeal in defence of that religion, which 
moft ftrongly inculcates compaffion to inferior natures, by the ex- 
ample of its Divine AuTuor, who gave the moft ftupendous 


proof of his compaffion for ours. 
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ED yee 94 6 comoPnvapsroc, 51 Seog Justo sxmrmar, “ evepyeciar, ame xy aAnIear.” 
Pytuac. ap. Loncin. 


In the Perfian Chronicle of the five hundred and thirteenth 
year of the Hercyra, it is thus written. 


Of the Letter of Cosrou the Iman. 


CERES iT pleafed our mighty fovereign ApBas CARAs- 
¥ wee f2 CAN, from whom the kings of the earth de- 
4¥4 rive honour and dominion, to fet Mirza his 
Pas fervant over the province of Tauris. In the 
Xe X90? hand of Mirza, the balance of diftribution 
Gz arte OKO ae le: was fufpended with impartiality; and under his 
adminiftration, the weak were protected, the learned received ho- 
nour, and the diligent became rich: Mirza, therefore, was be- 
held by every eye with complacency, and every tongue pronounced 

Pp bleffings 
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bleffings upon his head. But it was obferved, that he derived no 
joy from the benefits which he diffufed: he became penfive and 
melancholy ; he fpent his leifure in folitude ; in his palace he fat 
motionlefs upon a fofa; and when he went out, his walk was flow, 
and his eyes were fixed upon the ground: he applied to the bufi- 
nefs of ftate with reluctance; and refolved to relinquith the toil of 
government, of which he could no longer enjoy the reward. 


Hg, therefore, obtained permiffion to approach the throne of 
our fovereign: and being afked what was his requeft, he made 
this reply: ‘“* May the Lord of the world forgive the flave whom 
« he has honoured, if Mirza prefume again to lay the bounty of 
«© Appas at bis fect. Thou haft given me the dominion of a 
‘country, fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus; anda city, glo- 
“ rious above all others, except that only which reflects the {plen- 
“© dor of thy prefence. But the longeft life is a period, fcarce 
“* fufficient to prepare for death: all other bufinefs is vain and 
‘¢ trivial, as the toil of emmets in the path of the traveller, under 
“ whofe foot they perifh for ever; and all enjoyment is unfub- 


‘“* ftantial and evanefcent, as the colours of the bow that appears. 


‘< in the interval of aftorm. Suffer me, therefore, to prepare for 
‘© the approach of eternity; let me give up my foul to medita- 
“< tion; let folitude and falence acquaint me with the myfteries of 
“© devotion; let me forget the world, and by the world be for- 
** gotten, till the moment arrives, in which the veil of eternity 
«© fhall fall, and IJ thall be found at the bar of the ALMIGHTY.” 
Mirza then bowed himfelf to the earth, and ftood filent. 


By the command of AxBBAs it is recorded, that at thefe words 
he trembled upon that throne, at the footftool of which the 
world pays homage: he looked round upon his nobles; but 
every countenance was pale, and every eye was upon the earth. 
No man opened his mouth ; and the king firft broke filence, after 
it had continued near an hour. 


“© Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. I am alarmed, 
“as a man who fuddenly perceives that he is near the brink 
“of a precipice, and is urged forward by an irrefiftible force : 

“* but 


——e oe 
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“ but yet I know not, whether my danger is a reality or a dream. 
“Tam as thou art, a reptile of the earth; my life is a moment, 
‘* and eternity, in which days and years and ages are nothing, is 
““ before me, for which I alfo fhould prepare: but by whom then 
«¢ muft the Faithful be governed ? by thofe only, who have no fear 
““ of judgment? by thofe only, whofe life is brutal, becaufe like 
** brutes they do not confider that they fhall die? Or who, in- 
f deed, are the Faithful? Are the bufy multitudes that crowd - 
<< the city, ina ftate of perdition? and is the cell of the Dervife 
“ alone the gate of Paradife? To all, the life of'a Dervife is not 
“< poffible: to all, therefore, it cannot be a duty. Depart to the 
‘© houfe which has in this city been prepared for thy refidence: 
“IT will meditate the reafon of thy requeft ; and may Hz, who 
<< illuminates the mind of the humble, enable me to determine 


< with wifdom! ” 


Mirza departed ; and on the third day, having received no 
command, he again requefted an audience, and it was granted. 
When he entered the royal prefence, his countenance appeared 
more chearful; he drew a letter from hig bofom, and having 
kif fed it, he prefented it with his right hand. “ My Lord,” 
faid he, * 1 have learned by this letter, which I received from 
<< Cosrovu the Iman who now ftands before thee, in what man- 
<< ner life may be beft improved: Iamenabled to look back with 
<¢ pleafure, and forward with hope ; and I fhall now rejoice ftill 
<< to be the fhadow of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thofe 
<< honours which I fo lately wifhed to refign.” The King who 
had liftened to Mirza, with a mixture of furprize and curiofity, 
immediately gave the letter to Cosrou, and commanded that it 
fhould be read. ‘The eyes of the court were at once turned upon 
the hoary fage, whofe countenance was fuffufed with an honeft 
bluth ; and it was not without fome hefitation that he read thefe 


words. 


<¢ To Mirza, whom the wifdom of Assas our mighty Lord 
«< has honoured with dominion, be everlafting health! When I 
<< heard thy purpofe to withdraw the bleffings of thy government 


“© from the thoufands of Tauris, my heart was wounded with the 
s° arrow 
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“< arrow of affliction, and my eyes became dim with forrow. But 
«© who fhall {peak before the king, when he is troubled ; and who 
<© fhall boaft of knowledge, when he is diftreffed by doubt ? To 
“ thee I will relate the events of my youth, which thou haft re- 
<< newed before me; and thofe truths which they taught me, 
“ may the Prophet multiply to thee.” 


« Unper the inftrution of the phyfician Aluazer, I obtained 
an early knowledge of his art. To thofe who were {mitten with 
difeafe, I could adminifter plants, which the fun has impregnated 
‘© withthe fpirit of health. But the fcenes of pain, languor, and mor- 
tality, which were perpetually rifing before me, made me often 
“ tremble for myfelf. I faw the grave open at my feet: I deter- 
mined, therefore, to contemplate only the regions beyond it, 
and to defpife every acquifition which I could not keep. I con- 
ceived an opinion, that as there was no merit but in voluntary 
“* poverty, and filent meditation, thefe who defired money were 
“‘ not proper objects of bounty ; and that by all who were proper 
*¢ objects of bounty, money was defpifed. I, therefore, buried 
mine in the earth ; and, renouncing fociety, I wandered into a 
wild and fequeftered part of the country: my dwelling was a 
© cave by the fide of a hill, I drank the running water from the 
“* fpring, and eat fuch fruits and herbs as I could find. To in- 
creafe the aufterity of my life, I frequently watched all night, 
fitting at the entrance of the cave with my face to the eaft, re- 
figning myfelf to the fecret influences of the Prophet, and ex- 
pecting illuminations from above. One morning after my noc- 
turnal vigil, juftas I perceived the horizon glow at the approach 
of the fun, the power of fleep became irrefiftible, and I funk 
under it. Timagined myfelf ftill fitting at the entrance of my 
cell; that the dawn increafed; and that as I looked earneftly 
for the firft beam of day, a dark {pot appeared to intercept it. 
I perceived that it was in motion ; it increafed in fize as it drew 
‘“< near, and at length I difcovered it to be an eagle. I {till kept 
my eye fixed ftedfaftly upon it, and faw it alight at a {mall 
diftance, where 1 now defcried a fox whofe two fore legs ap- 
“* peared to be broken. JBefore this fox the eagle laid part of a 
“< kid, which fhe had brought in her talons, and then difappeared. 

“When 


ET 
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«© When I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, and bleffed 
“ the Prophet for the inftruction of the morning. I reviewed my 
“ dream, and faid thus to myfelf: Cosrov, thou haft done well 
“ to renounce the tumult, the bufinefs, and the vanities of life; 
‘ but thou haft as yet done it only in part: thou art ftill every day 
“ bufied in the fearch of food, thy mind is not wholly at reft, nei- 
“ ther is thy truft in ProvipENcE complete. What art thou 
“ taught by this vifion ? If thou haft feen an eagle commiffioned 
‘< by HEAVEN to feed a fox that is lame, fhal! not the hand of 
‘ HEAvEN alfo fupply thee with food; when that which prevents 
‘¢ thee from procuring it for thyfelf, is not neceffity but devotion ? 
«¢ I was now fo confident of a miraculous fupply, that I neglected 
“to walk out for my repaft, which, after the firft day, Lexpected 
<* with an impatience that left me little power of attending to any 
“ other object: this impatience, however, I laboured to fupprefs, 
‘© and perfifted in my refolution ; but my eyes at length began to 
«© failme, and my knecs fmote each other ; I threw myfelf back- 
« ward, and hoped my weaknefs would foon increafe to infenfibi- 
“ lity. But I was fuddenly rouzed by the voice of an invifible 
* being, who pronounced thefe words. Cosrou, I am the Angel 
who, by the command of th ALMIGHTY, have regiftered 
the thoughts of thy heart, which Iam now commiffioned to re- 
prove. While thou waft attempting to become wife above that 
which is revealed, thy folly has perverted the inftruction which was 
vouchfafed thee. Art thou difabled as the Fox? Haft thou not 
rather the powers of the Eagle? Arife, let the Eagle be the ob- 
ject of thy emulation. To pain and ficknefs, be thou again the 
meffenger of eafe and health. Virtue is not reft, but action. If 
thou doft good to man, as an evidence of thy love to GOD, thy 
virtue will be exalted from moral to divine; and that happinefs 
which is the pledge of Paradife, will be thy reward upon earth. 


«© Ar thefe words I was not lefs aftonifhed, than if a mountain 

‘‘ had been overturned at my feet. I humbled myfelf in the 
“ duft; I returned to the city; I dug up my treafure; I was 
“ liberal, yet I became rich. My fkill in reftoring health to the 
““ body, gave me frequent opportunities of curing the difeafes of 
“the foul. I put on the facred veftments; I grew eminent be- 
“ yond 


Q) 
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«© yond my merit ; and it was the pleafure of the king that I fhould 
“ ftand before him. Now, therefore, be not offended ; I boaft of 


ec 


«¢ 


no knowledge that I have not received : as the fands of the de- 
fart drink up the drops of rain, or the dew of the morning; fo 
do Ialfo, who am but duft, imbibe the inftructions of the 
Prophet. Believe then that it is he who tells thee, all know- 
ledge is prophane, which terminates in thyfelf; and by a life 
wafted in {peculation, little even of this can be gained. When 
the gates of Paradife are thrown open before thee, thy mind 
fhall be irradiated in a moment: here thou canft little more 
than pile error upon error; there thou fhalt build truth upon 
truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious vifion; and in the mean 
time emulate the eagle. Much is in thy power; and, there- 
fore, much is expected of thee. Though the ALMIGHTY 
only can give virtue; yet, as a prince, thou mayft ftimulate 
thofe to beneficence, who act from no higher motive than im- 
mediate intereft: thou canft not produce the principle, but 
mayft enforce the practice. The relief of the poor is equal, whe- 
ther they receive it from oftentation, or charity ; and the effect 
of example is the fame, whether it be intended to obtain the 
favour of GOD or man. Let thy virtue be thus diffufed ; 
and if thou believeft with reverence, thou fhalt be accepted 
above. Farewel. May the {mile of Him who refides in the 
Heaven of Heavens, be upon thee! and againft thy name, in 
the volume of His will, may happinefs be written!” 


Tue King, whofe.doubts like thofe of Mirza were now re- 


moved, looked up with a fmile that communicated the joy of his 
mind. He difmiffed the prince to his government; and com- 
manded thefe events to be recorded, to the end that pofterity may 
know, “ that no life is pleafing to GOD, but that which is 
‘* ufeful to MANKIND.” 
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Oducsds Quarroios xartrfaro, rao ap "Adam 
Yorvov iw Supacs xiv, ire psy alone taxire, 
Avowori® naparoro. Hom. 


fli the ingratitude of mankind, we might perhaps 
cer be at a lofs, why fo liberal and impartial a be- 
vl y: 


“ts 


He ‘ nefactor as Sleep, fhould meet with fo few 


cod 


3 ie ees, zat hiftorians or panegyrifts. Writers are fo totally 
abforbed by the bufinefs of the day, as never to turn their attention 
to that power, whofe officious hand fo feafonably eafes the burthen 
of life ; and without whofe interpofition, man would not be able 
-to endure the fatigue of labour however rewarded, or the ftruggle 
. with oppofition however fuccefsful. | 


Qq NIGHT, 
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Nicut, although to many the longeft part of life, and to almoft 
all the moft innocent and happy, is unthankfully negleéted, except 
by thofe who pervert her gifts. 


Tue aftronomers, indeed, expect her with impatience, and feli- 
citate themfelves upon her arrival: FonTENELLE has not failed to 
celebrate her praifes; and to chide the fun for hiding from his view, 
the worlds which he imagines to appear in every conftellation. 
Nor have the poets been always deficient in her praifes: MriiTon 


has obferved of the Night, that it is the pleafant time, the cool, the 
filent. 


THESE men may, indeed, well be expected to pay particular 
‘homage to night ; fince they are indebted to her, not only for cefla- 
tion of pain, but increafe of pleafure; not only for flumber, but 
“for knowledge. But the greater part of her avowed votaries are the 
-fons of Luxury ; who appropriate to feftivity the hours defigned 
for reft; who confider the reign of pleafure as commencing, when 
day begins to withdraw her bufy multitudes, and ceafes to diffipate 
attention by intrufive and unwelcome variety ; who begin to awake 
to joy, when the reft of the world finks into infenfibility ; and 
revel in the foft effluence of flattering and artificial lights, which 
more fradowy fet off the face of things. 


_ WirxovurT touching upon the fatal confequences of a cuftom, 
which, as RaMazzini obferves, will be for ever condemned, and 
for ever retained; it may be obferved, that however Sleep may be 
| put off from time to time, yct the demand is of fo importunate a 
‘nature, as not to remain long unfatisfied ; and if, as fome have done, 
| we confider it as the tax of life, we muft obferve it is a tax that 


muft be paid, unlefs we could ceafe to be men. Upon this account 
Alexander 


“Minds in fuch operations, -as requited neither celerity nor ftrength ; 
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Alexander declared, that nothing convinced him that he was nat a 
Divinity, but his not being able to live withaut Sleep, 


To live without Sleep in our prefent fluctuating ftate, however 
defirable it might feem to the lady in C/e/ia, can furely be the with 
only of the young or the ignorant ; to every one elfe, it will appear 
in the next degree of wretchednefs to the miferable beings, whom 
SwiFT has in his travels fo elegantly defcribed, as _fupremely curfed 


with tmmortality. 


SLEEP is neceflary to the happy, to prevent fatigty and ta endear 
life by a fhort abfence ; and to the miferable, to relieve them by 
intervals of. quiet. Life is to moft, fuch as could not be en- 
dured without frequent intermiffion of exiftence; Homer, there- 
fore, has thought it an office worthy of the goddefs of wifdom; to 
lay Ulyffes afleep when landed on Pheacia. 


Ir is related of BARRETIER, whofe early advances in literature 
fcarce any human mind has equalled, that he {pent twelve hours of 
the four and twenty in Sleep: yet this appears, from the bad ftate 
of his health, and the fhortnefs of his life, to have been too {mall a 
refpite for a mind fo vigoroufly and intenfely employed : itis to be 
regretted, therefore, that he did not exercife his mind lefs, and his 
body more; fince by this means it is highly probable, that though 
‘he would not then have aftonifhed with the blaze of a comet, he 
‘would not have wanted the permanent radiance of a fixed ftar. 


Nor ‘fhould it be objected, that there have been many men who 
daily fpent fifteen or fixteen hours in ftudy; for of fome fuch 
‘Teports have been falfly {pread:-cthers have done it for a fhort 
‘time only; and of the reft it appears, that they employed their 


In 
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in the low drudgery of collating copies, comparing authorities, di- 
gefting dictionaries, or accumulating compilations. 


Men of ftudy and imagination are frequently upbraided by the 
induftrious and plodding fons of care, with pafling too great a 
part of their life in a ftate of inaction, But thefe defiers of Sleep 
feem not to remember, that though it muft be granted them that 
_ they are crawling about before the break of day, it can feldom be 
faid that they are properly awake; they exhauft no fpirits, and re- 
quire no repairs; but lie torpid as a toad in marble, or at leaft are 
known to live only by an inert and fluggith loco-motive faculty, 
and may be faid, like a wounded fnake, to dragg their flow length 
along. 7 


Maw has been long known among philofophers, by the appella- 
tion of the microcofm,. or epitome of the world: the refemblance 
between the great and little world, might by a rational obferver be 
detailed to many particulars ; and to many more by a fanciful fpe- 
culatift. I know not in which of thefe two claffes I fhall be 
ranged ; for obferving, that as the total quantity of light and dark- 
nefs, allotted in the courfe of the year to every region of the earth, 
Is the fame, though diftributed at various times and in different 
portions; fo perhaps, to each individual of the human fpecies, 
nature has ordained the fame quantity of wakefulnefs and fleep ; 
though divided by fome into a total quiefcence and vigorous exer- 
tion of their faculties, and blended by others in a kind of twilight 
of exiftence, in a ftate between dreaming and reafoning, in which 
they either think without action, or act without thought. 


THE poets are generally well affected to fleep: as men who think 
with vigour, they require refpite from thought ; and gladly refign 
themfelves to that gentle power, who not only beftows reft, but 


fre- 
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frequently leads them to happier regions, where patrons are always 
kind, and audiences are always candid, where they are feafted in. 
the bowers of imagination, and crowned with flowers divefted of 


their prickles, and laurels of unfading verdure. 


Tue more refined and penetrating part of mankind, who take 
wide furveys of the wilds of life, fee the innumerable terrors and 
diftreffes that are perpetually preying on the heart of man, and 
difcern with unhappy perfpicuity calamities yet latent in their caufes, 
are glad to clofe their eyes upon the gloomy profpect, and lofe in 
a fhort infenfibility the remembrance of others miferies and their 
own. The hero has no higher hope, than that after having routed 
legions after legions, and added kingdom to kingdom, he {hall re- 
tire to milder happinefs, and clofe his days in focial feftivity. The 
wit or the fage can expect no greater happinefs, than that after 
having harraffed his reafon in deep refearches, and fatigued his fancy 
in wild excurfions, he thall fink at night in the tranquillity of Sleep. 


THE poets only, among all thofe that enjoy the bleffings of Sleep, 
have not been afhamed to acknowledge their benefactor. How 
much Srarivs confidered the evils of life as affwaged and foft- 
ened by the balm of Slumber, we may difcover by that pathetic in- 
vocation, which he poured out in his waking nights: and that 
Cow ey, among the other felicities of his darling folitude, did not — 
forget to number the privilege of fleeping without difturbance, 
‘we may learn from the rank that he affigns among the gifts of 
nature to the poppy; “ which is {cattered,” fays he, “ over the 
*< fields of corn, that all the needs of man may be eafily fatisfied, 
<* and that bread and fleep may be found together.” _ 


og 
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Sz quis envifum Cereri benigna 
Me putat germen, vebementer errat 
Illa me in partem recipit libenter 


e 
a 


Fertilis agri. 


Meque frum entumque fimul per omnes 

Confulens mundo Dea fpargit oras ; 

Crefcite, O! dixtt, duo magna fuften—— 
tacula vite. 


Carpe, mortalis, mea dona letus, 

Carpe, nec plantas alias require, 

Sed fatur panis, fatur et foporis 
Cetera fperne. 


SieEP, therefore, as the chief of all earthly bleffings, is juftly 
appropriated to induftry and temperance ; the refrefhing reft, and 
the peaceful night, are the portion only of him, who lies down 
weary with honeft labour, and free from the fumes of indigefted 
luxury : it is the juft doom of lazinefs and gluttony, to be inactive 
without eafe, and drowfy without tranquillity. 


Seep has been often mentioned as the image of death; fo Lhe 
it, fays Sir Tuomas Brown, ¢hat I dare not truft it without my 
prayers: their refemblance is, indeed, ftriking and apparent ; they 
both, when they feize the body, ‘leave the foul at liberty; and wife 
is he that remembers of both, that they can be made fafe and | 
happy only by Virtue. 
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Soluite tantis animum monftris, 
Soluite, Supert; reclam in melius 
Vertite mentem. SEN, 


DN 
ry. | < 6 underftanding is fo much difordered by an in- 


S%=8 judicious application to ftudy, that he has been 
‘ is fome time confined ina madhoufe. His ima- 
one gination was always remarkably vigorous, and 
a ai Ds irate his judgment far from contemptible; but 
having refolved to admit no propofition which he could not de- 
monftrate to be true, and to proceed in no enquiry till he had per- 
fe€tly levelled the path before him; his progrefs was prefently 
ftopped, and his mind continued fixed upon problems which no 
human abilities can folve, till its objet became confufed, and he 


miftook for realities the illufions of fancy. 


eee RS WENT a few days ago to vifit a ee whofe 


THE unequal diftribution of good and evil, the fufferings of 
virtue, and the enjoyments of vice, had long bufied and perplexed 
his underftandin#: he could not difcover, why a being to whom 


all — are pofisble, fhould leave moral agents expofed to acci- 
Rr dental 
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dental happinefs and mifery ; why a child often languifhes under 
difeafes which are derived from a parent, and a parent fuffers yet 
keener anguifh by the rebellious ingratitude of a child; why the 
tendereft affeCtion is often abufed by the neglect of indifference, 
or the infults of brutality; and why vice has ‘external advantages 
put into her power, which virtue is compelled to renounce. 


He confidered thefe phenomena as blemifhes in the moral fy- 

{tem, and could not fupprefs romantic withes to fee them removed. 
Thefe wifhes he now believes to be in fome degree accomplifhed ; 
for he conceives himfelf tranfported to another planet, peopled with 
beings like himfelf, and governed by fuch laws, as human pride 
has often dicttatedto DIVINE WISDOM for the govern- 
‘ment of the earth: he fancies too, that he is attended by a being 
‘of a fuperior order, who has been commanded to take charge of 
‘him during his excurfion ; and he fays the name of this being is 
-AzaiL. But notwithftanding thefe extravagancies, he will fome-. 
‘times reafon with great fubtilty ; and perfe@ly comprehends the 
force of any argument that is brought againft him, though the next. 
‘moment he will be wandering in the mazes of phrenzy, or bufied 
to accomplith fome trifling or ‘iealous purpofe. 


Waren I entered his room, he was fitting in a contemplative 
pofture, with his eyes fixed upon the ground: he juft glanced them 
upon me, but as I perceived that his imagination was bufy, I was 
not willing to interrupt it by the intrufion of foreign ideas: I, 
therefore, feated myfelf near him, without fpeaking a word ; and 
after he had continued in his reverie near a quarter of an hour, he 
rofe up, and feemed by his geftures to take leave of fome invifible 
gueft, whom with great ceremony he attended to the door. When 
he returned, he addreffed me with his ufual familiarity; and with- 
out expreffing any curtofity to know how I had followed him into 
a region fo remote and difficult of accefs, he began to ean me 
with all that had paffed in his imagination. 


me Azatt,” faid he, ‘* has juft promifed, that he will to-mor- 
“© row remove me from this folitary retirement, to the metropolis ; 
«© where the advantages that arife from a perfect coincidence of 
« the natural and the moral world, will be more apparent and 
“ ftriking: he tells me, that you have been abroad with him this 
* morning, and have made fome difcoveries which you are to 
ae oe “© com. 
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« communicate tome. Come, I know that you find this world 
« very different from that which you left: there, all is confufion 
“ and deformity; good and evil appear to be diftributed not by 
“¢ defign, but by chance ; and religion is net founded on reafon, 
“< but faith : here, all is order, harmony, and beauty; vice itfelf 
“< is only a deep fhadow, that gives ftrength and elegance to other 
“* figures in the moral picture: happinefs does, indeed, in fome 
<< degree depend upon externals ; but even external advantages are 
“< the appendages of virtue ; every man fpontaneoutly believes the 
** rectitude which he fees, and rejoices that a blind affent to pro- 
“© pofitions which contradict his experience is not exacted.” 


_ Vo this addrefs I was at a lofs how to reply: but fome time 
was happily allowed me for recollection by my friend, who having 
now exhaufted his ideas, lighted a pipe of tobacco, and refigned 
himfelf again to meditation. In this interval I determined to ac- 
commodate myfelf to his conceptions, and try what could be ef- 
fected by decorating fome arguments with the machinery of his 
fancy. 


" € Tp Azar,” faid I, “ has referred you to me, I will readily 
** gratify your curiofity: but for my own part-I am more and 
“ more difgufted with this place, and I fhall rejoice when I return 
“to our own world. We have, I confefs, been abroad this morn- 
*< ing; but though the weather as you fee is fine, and the country 
“* pleafant, yet I have great reafon to be diffatisfied with my walk. 
‘“‘ This, as you have remarked, is a retired part of the country ; 
“© my difcoveries, therefore, with refpeéct to the people, have been 
“« few; and till today, 1 have feen no object that has much excited 
“< my curiofity, or could much contribute to my information: but 
“© juft as we had croffed the third field from the houfe, I difco- 
“« vered a man lying near the path, who feemed to be perifhing 
«© with difeafe and want: as we approached, he looked up at us 
« with an afpect that expreffed the utmoft diftrefs, but no expecta- 
“© tion of relief; the filent complaint which yet fcarce implied a 
‘* petition, melted my heart with pity; Iran to him, and gently 
“‘ raifing him from the ground; inquired how I could be em- 
<< ployed to affift him: the man gazed at me with -ftonifhment ; 
** and while he was making an effort to fpeak, Azaixi fuddenly 
«¢ forced me from him”. Supprefs thy pity, faid he, for it is im~ 
pious; and forbear attempts of relief, for they are vain: haft thou 
De forgot, 
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forgot, that happinefs and mifery are here exa¢tly proportioned to 
virtue and vice; and, therefore, that to alleviate the mifery, or 
increafe the happinefs, is to deftroy the equipoife of the balance, 
and to counterwork the defigns of HEAVEN? 


«© ] rest the force of this reproof ; and turning my eyes from 
« an object which I could not behold without anguifh, [ foon dif- 
‘¢ covered another perfon ftanding at fome diftance and looking 
“ toward us: his features were fixed in the dead calm of indiffe- 
‘© rence, and expreffed neither pleafure nor pain : I, therefore, en- 
“ quired of Azait to what moral clafs he belonged ; what were 
* his virtues, paffions, enjoyments, and expectations.” 


- Tue man, faid Azar, who is the fubject of thy enquiry, has 
not deferved, and, therefore, does not. fuffer pofitive pain, either 
of body or mind: he poifeffes eafe and health, and enjoys the tem~ 
perate gratification of his natural appetites; this temperance is his 
virtue, and this enjoyment its reward. He is dzftitute of whatever 
as diftinguifhed upon earth, by the name of Kinp AFFECTIONS or 
Socrat VirTuE: the kind affections would render his happinefs 
dependent upon others ; and the exercife of focial virtue, pre- 
fuppofes the happinefs of others to be dependent upon him. Every 
individual is here a kind of feparate fy{tem: among thefe there 
can be neither pity nor relief, neither bounty nor gratitude. To 
cloathe the naked, to feed the hungry, and to comfort the afflict- 
ed, can be duties to thofe only, who are placed where the account 
of PRovipDENCE with Vice and Virtue is kept open, and the mite 
of human benevolence may be accepted for either ; as the balance 
is deferred till hereafter, and will at laft be {tated with the utmoft 
precifion and impartiality. If thefe beings are intended for a fu- 
ture ftate, it isnot requifite they fhould know it; the DEITY 
would be juftified, if they fhould lofe exiftence and life together. 
Hope and fear are not neceffary to adjuft the {cale of diftributive 
juftice, or to deter them from obtaining private gratifications at the 
expence of others; for over the happinefs of others they have no 
power: thcir expectations, therefore, are bounded by the grave; 
and any calamity, that would afford a probable proof of their 
exiftence beyond it, would be regarded as the moft fortunate event 
that could befall them. In that‘of which others complain, they would 
rejoice ; and adore as bounty, that which upon earth has been cen- 
fured as injuftice. “ When Azaix had vouchfafed me this in- 
| “ forma- 
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<* formation, I earneftly requefted that I might no fonger continue, 
<¢ where my virtues had no object, where there was no happinefs 
‘© worthy my complacency, nor any mifery that I was permitted to 
“ relieve. ” ‘ 


Aut this while my friend feemed to liften with great attention, 

and I was encouraged to proceed. “ I could not forbear obferving 
“ to AzaAiL,” faid I, ‘‘ as we returned, that he had exhibited, in 
<< a very ftrong light, the great advantages which are derived from 
*¢ that very conftitution of the natural and moral world; which, 
<¢ being generally confidered as defective, fome have concealed 
<¢ with a view to juftify PRovipENcE, and others have difplayed 
« as an argument that all things were produced by chance.” 
« But, Sir,” faid my friend, haftily interrupting me, “it is not 
*¢ merely. the unequal diftribution, but the exiftence of evil, that 
“« the Stoics denied, and the Epicureans admitted, for the purpofes 
“© which you fuppofe; and I can difcover, withaut the affiftance of 
« Azait, that if moral evil had been excluded, the focial af- 
** fections would have been exercifed only in the participation of 
‘© happinefs ; pity would have been well exchanged for compla- 
“© cency, and the alleviation of evil for the mutual communica- 
** tion of good.” I now conceived hopes, that I had engaged 
him in a train of thought, which would by degrees lead him out 
of all his difficulties: T applauded myfelf upon the fuccefs of my 
project, and believed I had nothing to do, but to obviate the ob- 
jection he had flarted, and to recapitulate my other arguments, of 
which he had tacitly acknowledged the force. ** My dear friend,” 
faid I, “ you talk of the exclufion of moral evil ; but does not the 
*¢ exclufion of moral evil, froma fociety of human beings placed 
“¢ in a ftate of probation, appear to be as impoflible as to give a 
*€ circle the properties of a {quare? and could man, fuppofing him 
“© to have continued impeccable, have lived upon earth in per- 
«© petual fecurity from pain? Would he not have been ftill liable 
*¢ to be crufhed by a fall, or wounded by a blow? and is it nat 
“ eafy to fhew, that thefe evils, which unavoidably became pro- 
_ © bable the moment our world and its firft inhabitants were pro- 
‘© duced, are apparently over-ruled by the WISE CREATOR, 
“ and that from thefe he ts perpetually educing good? 


“< THE fame act by which man forfeited his original immorta- 
‘* lity, produced eventually a proof, that it fhould be reftored in 
ce a 
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“< a future ftate; with fuch circumftances, as more forcibly re- 
“« {trained vice by fear, and encouraged virtue by hope. Man, 
“ therefore, was urged by ftronger motives to rectitude of life; 
‘ and a further deviation to ill, became more difficult than the 
“ firft; anew field was opened for the exercife of that virtue, 
“* which exercife only‘can improve. When diftrefs ‘came. among 
“us, the relief of diftrefs was exalted into piety: what ye did to 
“© the fick, and the prifoner, {ays the AUTHOR of our religion, ye 
“* did to me. But the fufferings of virtue do not only exercife 
‘“* virtue in others ; they are an earneft of everlafting felicity: and 
hope, without any temporary enjoyment, is of more worth, than 
“« all temporary enjoyments without hope. The prefent fy{tem is, 
“* indeed, evidently in a ftate of progreffion: inthis view, it will 
_“* appear to be a work worthy of inFiIn1ITE Wispom and Goop- 
*« ness; for no one can complain, that an ear of corn rots in the 
“* ground, who knows that it cannot otherwife {pring up, and pro- 
“ duce firft the blade, then the ear, and cowards an increafe, by 
. which alone it becomes ufeful. ” 


I now paufed 3 in expeétation of his reply, with the utmoft con- 
fidence of fuccefs: but: while I was in fancy congratulating him 
on the recovery of his underftanding, and receiving the thanks of 
his friends, to the utter confufion of my hope he burft into a 
a violent fit of laughter. At firft I was not lefs aftonifhed than 
difappointed : but I foon difcovered, that while I was labouring at 
my argument, which wholly engrofled my attention, he had found 
means mifchievoufly to fhake the lighted tobacco from his pipe 
into my coat-pocket, which having fet fire to my handkerchicf, 
‘vas now finding its way through the lining. 


Turs was fo learned, rational, and ingentous a confutation of all 
I had faid, that I could not but retraé&t my error: and as a friend 
to truth and free enquiry, I recommend the fame method of reply 
to thofe ingenious gentlemen, who have difcovered, that ridicule is 
the teft of truth ; and Iam confident, that if they manage it with 
dexterity, it will always enable them perfe@tly to difconcert an 
antagonift, who triumphs in the ftrength of his argument, and 
would otherwife bring contempt upon thofe, who teach Provi- 
DENCE to govern the world. 
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TUESDAY, March 27, 1753. 


Si mutabile pettus 

Eft tibi, confilits, non curribus, utere wits ; 

Dum potes, et folidis etiamnum fedibus adfias ; 

Dumque male optatos nondum premis infeius axes. Ovip. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


aia NOW fend you the fequel of my ftory ; which 
: oA had not been fo long delayed, if I could 
iz have brought myfelf to imagine, that any 


AS 

Oe 

Cae real impatience was felt for the fate of Mrsar- 
VEEN 

ate GyRus; who has travelled no unbeaten track 


to mifery, and confequently can prefent the reader only with fuch 


incidents as occur in daily life. 


You have feen me, Sir, in the zenith of my glory; not dif- 


penfing the kindly warmth of an all-chearing fun, but like another 
Sf | Pha- 


242 THE ADVENTURER. No. 4m 
Phaeton fcorching and blafting every thing around me. _ I fhall 
proceed, therefore, to finifh my carreer, and pafs as rapidly as — 
poffible through the remaining viciffitudes of my life. — 


Wuen I firft began to be in want of money I made no doubt 
of an immediate fupply. The news-papers were perpetually of- 
fering directions to men, who feemed to have no other bufinefs 
than to gather heaps of gold for thofe who place their fupreme fe- 
licity in {cattering it. I '‘pofted away, therefore, to one of thefe 
advertifers, who by his propofals feemed to deal in thoufands; and 
was not a little chagrined to find, that this general benefactor would 
have nothing to do with any larger fum than thirty pounds, nor 
would venture that without a joint note from mytfelf and a re- 
putable houfe-keeper, or for a longer time than three months. 


Ir" was not yet fo bad with-me,-as that. needed-to folicit furety 
for thirty pounds: yet partly from the greedinefs that extravagance 
always produces, and partly. froma defire of. fceing the humour of 
a petty ufurer, a character of which-J had hitherto lived in igno- 
trance, I-condefeended to lifteti to his terms. : He. proceeded to in- 
form me of my great felicity, in not falling into the hands of an 
extortioner; and affured me, that I fhould find him extremely 
moderate in his demands: he was not, indeed, certain, that he 
could furnith me with. the whole fam, for people were at this 
particular time extrernely preffing and importunate for money; yet 
as 'had the appearance of a gentleman, he would try what he 
could do, and give me his anfwer in three days. 


At the expiration of the time, I called-upon hit again; and 
was again informed of the great demand for money, and that: mo- 
ney was money now: he then advifed me to be punétual in my pay- 
ment, as that'might induce Him*to befriend me Hereafter ; and de- 

———divered 
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livered me the money, deducting at the rate of fiveand thirty per 


‘cent, with another panegyric upon his own moderation. 


I wILt not tire you with the various practices of ufurious op- 
preffion, but cannot omit my tranfaction with Squeeze on Tower- 
hill; who finding me a young man of confiderable expectations, 
employed.an agent to perfuade me to borrow five hundred pounds, 
to be refunded by an annual payment of twenty per cent, during 
the joint lives of his daughter Nancy Squeeze and myfelf. The 
negociator came prepared to inforce his propofal’ with all his art; 
but finding that I caught his offer with the eagernefs of neceffity, » 
he grew cold and languid: he had mentioned it out of kindnefs ; be 
would try to ferve me ; Mr. 8 gueeze was an boneff man, but.extremely 
cautious. In three days he came to tell me, that his endeavours had 
been ineffectual, Mr. Squeeze having no good! opinion: of: my life: 
but that there was one expedient remaining; Mrs. Squeeze could 
influence her ufband and’ her good will might be gained by a 
compliment. 1 waited that afterrioon on Mrs. Squeeze, and poured. 
out before her the flatteries which -ufaally gain accefs to: rank and: 
beauty: Idid not then know, that there are - places in which the 
only compliment 1s a bribe. Having yet credit with a jeweller, I 
afterwards procured a ring of thirty guineas, which I humbly pre- 
fented, and was foon admitted to a treaty with Mr, Squeeze. He 
appeared peevifh and backward; and my old friend whifpered me, 
that he would never make a dry bargain: I, therefore, invited him 
to a tavern. Nine times we met on the affair; nine times I paid 
four pounds forthe fupper and claret; and nine guineas I gave the 
agent for good offices: I then obtained the money, paying ten per. 
cent advance ; and at the tenth meeting gave another fupper, and 
difburfed fifteen pounds for the writings. 


= 4 OTHERS, 
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Oruers, who ftiled themfelves brokers, would only truft their 
money upon goods: that I might, therefore, try every art of ex- 
penfive folly, I took a houfe and furnifhed it. I amufed myfelf with 
defpoiling my moveables of their gloffy appearance, for fear of a- 
Jarming the lender with fufpicions ; and in this I fucceeded fo well, 
that he favoured me with one hundred and fixty pounds upon that 
which was rated at feven hundred. I then found that I was to 
maintain a guardian about me, to prevent the goods from being 
broken or removed. This was, indeed, an unexpected tax ; but 
it was too late to recede ; and I comforted myfelf, that I might 
prevent a creditor, of whom I had fome apprehenfions, from 
feizing, by having a prior execution always in the houfe. 


. By fuch means I had fo embarraffed myfelf, that my whole at- 
tention was engaged in contriving excufes, and raifing {mall fums 
to quiet fuch as words would no longer mollify. It coft me eighty 
pounds in prefents to Mr: Leech, the attorney, for his forbearance 
of one hunded, which he folicited me to take when I had no need. 
I was perpetually harrafied with importunate demands, and infulted 
by wretches, who a few months before would not have dared to raife 
their eyes from the duft before me. I lived in continual terror, 
frighted by every noife at the door, and terrified at the approach 
of every ftep quicker than common. I never retired to reft, with- 
out feeling the juftnefs of the Spanith proverb, Let him who ficeps 
too much, borrow the pillow of a debtor: my folicitude and vexation 
kept me long waking; and when I had clofed my eyes, I was pur- 
fued or infulted by vifionary bailiffs. 


WueEn I reflected upon the meannefs of the fhifts I had reduced 
myfelf to, I could not but curfe the folly and extravagace that had 
overwhelmed me in a fea of troubles, from which it was highly 
improbable that I fhould everemerge. I had fome time lived in 


hopes 
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hopes of an eftate, at thedeath of my uncle; but he difappointed 
me by marrying his houfe-keeper; and catching an opportunity foon 
after of quarrelling with me, for fettling twenty pounds a year upon 
a girl whom I had feduced, told me that he would take care to 
prevent his fortune from being {quandered upon proftitutes. 


NoTHING now remained, but the chance of extricating myfelf | 
b marriage ; a {cheme which, I flatter myfelf, nothing but my 
prefent diftrefs would have made me think on with patience. I 
determined, therefore, to look out for a tender novice, with a 
large fortune at her own difpofal ; and accordingly fixed my eyes 
upon Mifs Biddy Simper. I had now paid her fix or feven vifits; 
and fo fully convinced her of my being a gentleman and a rake, 
that I made no doubt that both her perfon and fortune would be 


foon mine. 


. AT this critical time, Mifs Gripe called upon me, in a chariot 
bought with my money, and loaded with trinkets that I had in 
my days of affluence lavifhed on her. Thofe days were now 
over; and there was little hope that they would ever return. She 
was not able to withftand the temptation of ten pounds, that 
Talon the bailiff offered her; but brought him into my apartment, 
difguifed in a livery ; and taking my {word to the window, under 
pretence of admiring the workmanfhip, beckoned him to feize me. 


Dray would have been expenfive without ufe, as the debt 
was too confiderable for payment or bail: J, therefore, fuffered 
myfelf to be immediately conducted to jay]. 


Veftibulum ante ipfum primifque tn faucibus Orci, 
Luéhus & ultrices pofuére cubilia cure: 
Pallentefque babitant morbi, triftifque po 
Et metus, et malefuada fames, et turpis egeftas, 


Con- 
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ConFINEMENT of any kind is dreadful ; a prifon is fometimes 
able to fhock thofe, who endure ‘it in a good caufe: let your ima- 
gination, therefore, acquaint you, with whatI have not words to 
exprefs; and conceive, if poffible, the horrors of imprifonment 
attended with reproach and ignominy, of involuntary affocia- 
tion with the refufe of mankind, with wretches who were before 
too abandoned for fociety, but being now freed from fhame or 
fear, are hourly improving their vices by conforting with eady 
other. — 


_ Tuerre are, however, a few, whom like myfelf imprifonment 

has rather mortified than hardened : with thefe only I converfe ; 

and of. thefe you may perhaps hereafter receive fome account, 

from | | 
Your humble fervant, 


, ee —-s MISARGYRUS. 


THE 
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SATURDAY, March 31, 1753. 


Sua cuique Devs fit dira Cupido. Virc. 


 aniags the misfortune, fome time ago, to fall 


into company where a gentleman, who has the 
honour to be a principal fpeaker at a difputing 
fociety of the firft clafs was expected. Till this 
perfon came in, the converfation was carried on 
with the chearful eafy negligence of fenfible 
good humour: but we foon difcovered, that his difcourfe was a per. 
petual effort to betray the company into attempts to prove felf- 
evident propofitions; a practice in which he feems to have fol- 
lowed the example of that deep philofopher, who denied motion, 
** becaufe,” as he faid, ‘‘ a body muft move either where it is, or 
** where it is not; and both fuppofitions are equally abfurd.” 


Tt | His 
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His attempt, however, was totally unfuccefsful ; till at laft he 
affirmed, that a man had no more power over his own actions, 
than a clock; and that the motions of the human machine were 
determined by irrefiftible propenfities, as a clock is kept going by 
a weight. This propofition was an{wered with a loud laugh; 
every one treated it as an abfurdity which it was impoffible to be- 
lieve : and to expofe him to the ridicule of the company, he was 
defired to prove what he had advanced; as a fit punifhment’ of 
his defign to engage others to prove the contrary, which, though 
for a different reafon, was yet equally ridiculous. After a long 
harangue, in which he retailed all the fophiftry that he remem- 
bered, and much more than he underftood, he had the mortification 
to find, that he had made no profclyte, nor was yet become of 


fufficient confequence to provoke an antagonitft. 


I fate filent ; and as I was indulging my fpeculations on the 
{cene which chance had exhibited before me, I recolleted feveral 
incidents which convinced me, that moft of the perfons who were 
prefent had lately profeffed the opinion which they now oppofed ; 
and acted upon that very principle which they derided as abfurd, 
_ and appeared to deteft as impious. _ 


THE company confifted of Mr. TRaFFic a wealthy merchant ; 
Mr. CourTLy, a commiffioner of a public office; Mr. Gay, 
a gentleman in whofe converfation there is a higher ftrain of 
pleafantry and humour, than in any other perfon of my ac- 
quaintance ; and MyrTi va the wife of our friend at whofe 
houfe we were aflembled to dine, and who during this interval was 


‘engaged by fome unexpected bufinefs in another room. 


‘THOSE 
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THOSE incidents which I then recolle¢ted, I will now relate; 
nor can any of the perfons whom I have thus ventured to name, be 
juftly offended ; becaufe that, which is declared not to be the effect 


of choice, cannot be confidered as the object of cenfure. 


Witn Mr. Trarric I had contracted an intimacy in our 
younger days, which, notwithftanding the difparity of our fortune, 
has continued till now. We had both been lon g acquainted with 
a gentleman, who tho’ his extenfive trade had contributed to enrich 
his country, was himfelf by fudden and inevitable lofies become 
poor: his credit, however, was ftill good; and by the rifque of w 
certain fum, it was ftill poffible to retrieve his fortune. With this 
gentleman we had fpent many a focial hour; we had habitually 
drank his health when he was abfent, and always expreffed our 
fentiments of his merit in the higheft terms. In this exigency, 
therefore, he applied to me, and communicated the fecret of his 
diftrefs; afecret, which is always concealed by a generous mind till 
it is extorted by torture that can no longer be borne : he knew my 
circumftances too well, to expect the fum that he wanted from my 
purfe; but he requefted that I would, to fave him from the pain 
and confufion of fuch a converfation, communicate his requeft, and 
a true ftate of his affairs to Mr. Trarric: ‘“ for” fays he, 
“ though I could raife double the fum upon my own perfonal 
“ fecurity ; yet I would no more borrow of a man without 
“¢ acquainting him at what rifque he lends, than I would folicit the 
* infurance of a fhip at a common premium, when I knew by 


“ private intelligence that fhe could {wim no longer than every 


“© pump was at work,” 


I undertook this bufinefs with the utmoft confidence of fuccefs, 


Mr. Trarric heard the account of our friend’s misfortunes, with 
great 
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great appearance of concern ; ‘“‘ he warmly commended his integrity, 
and lamented the precarious fituation of a trader, whom oeconomy 
and diligence cannot fecure from calamities, which are brought 
upon others only by profufion and riot: but as to the money, he 
faid, that I could not expect him to venture it, without fecurity ; 
that my friend himfelf could not wonder that his requeft was re- 
fufed, a requeft with which indeed, faid he, I cannot po/fibly comply.” 
Whatever may be thought of the free agency of myfelf and my 
friend, which Mr. Trarric had made no {fcruple to deny in 
_ avery interefting particular; I believe every one will readily admit, 
that Mr. Trarric was neither free in {peculation nor fact : for he 
can be little better than a machine actuated by avarice, who had not 
power to fpare one thoufand pounds from two hundred times the 
fum, to prevent the immediate ruin of a man, in whofe behalf he 
had been fo often liberal of praife, with whom his focial enjoyments 
had been fo long connected, and for whofe misfortunes he was 
fenfibly touched. 


Soon after this difappointment, my unhappy friend became a 
bankrupt, and applied to me once more to folicit Mr. Courtry for 
a place in his office. By Mr. CourTiy I was received with great 
friendthip ; he was much affected with the diftreffes of my friend ; 
he generoufly gave me a Bank note, which he requefted me to 
apply to his immediate relief in fuch a manner as would leaft wound 
hisdelicacy ; and promifed that the firft vacancy he fhould be provided 
for: but when the vacancy happened, of which I had the earlieft 
intelligence, he told me with evident compun@tion and diftrefs, 
that he could not pofibly fulfil his promife, for that a very great man 
had recommended one of his domeftics, whofe folicitation for that 
reafon it was not in his power to refufe. This gentleman, therefore, 
had alfo profefied himfelf a machine ; and, indeed, he appears to have 
been no lefs the inftrument of ambition, than Mr. TRAFFIC of avarice. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Gay, the wit, befides that he has very much the air of a 
free agent, is a man of deep penetration, great delicacy, and ftrong 
compaffion: but in dire&t eppofition to all thefe great and good 
qualities, he is continually entangled in difficulties, and precipitated 
not only into indecency and unkindnefs, but impiety, by his love 
of ridicule. I remembered, that I had lately expoftulated with 
him about this ftrange perverfion of his abilities in thefe terms; 
. Dear Charles, it amazes me that you fhould rather affeét the 
*¢ character of a merry fellow, than a wife man; that you fhould 
“© mortify a friend, whom you not only love but efteem; wantonly 
- mangle a character which you reverence, betray a fecret, violate 
“ truth, and {port with the doétrines-ang the practice of a religion 
«« which you believe, merely for the pleafure of being laughed at.” 
I remember too, that when he had heard me out, he fhrugged up 
his fhoulders, and greatly extending the longitudinal dimenfions of 
his countenance, ‘“ All this,” faid he, ‘ is very true; but if I was 
« to be hanged J could not belp it,” Here was another declaration in 
favour of fatality. Poor Gay profeffes himfelf a flave rather to 
vanity than to vice, and patiently fubmits to ‘the moft ridiculous 
drudgery without one ftruggle for freedom. _ 


‘Or the lady I am unwilling to fpeak with equal plainnefs; but 
Y hope Myrritia will allow me to plead an irrefftible impulfe, 
when fhe reflects, that I have heard her lament that the is herfelf 
urged by an srrefi/tible smpulfe to pray. I remembered, that I had; 
at the requeft of my friend, taken an opportunity when we were 
alone, ‘indire@tly to reprefent the pernicious confequences of in- 
dulging fo prepofterous an inclination. She perceived my defigns 
and immediately .accufed herfelf. with an honeft fenfibility that 
burft into tears: but at the fame time told.me, that fhe was xo 
sore able to refrain from cards than to fy: and a few nights after- 
wards I obferved her chairmen waiting at the door of a great lady, 


who 
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‘who feldom fees company but on a Sunday, and then has always 
the happinefs ef engaging a brilliant aflembly at cards. 


Arter I had recolle¢ted thefe incidents, I looked with lefs con- 
tempt upon our Neceffitarian; and, to confefs a truth, with lef 
efteem upon his prefent opponents. I took for granted, that this 
gentleman's opinion proceeded from a confcioufnefs, that he was 
himéelf the flave of fome or all of thefe vices and follies ; and that 
he was prompted by fomething like benevolence, to communicate 
‘to others a difcovery, by which alone-he had been able to quiet his 
own mind, and to regard himfelf rather as an object of pity than 
contempt. And indeed no man, without great incongruity, can 
affirm that he has pawers which he does not exert, when to exert 
‘them is evidently his higheft intereft; nor fhould he be permitted 
‘ta arragate the dignity of a free agent, who has once profefied him- 
-felf to be the mere inftrument of neceffity. 


Wuitrs I was making hele cefle@ions, the hufband of 
‘Myreritra came inj. and to atene for any difhonaur, which 
cuftem or prejudice nagy fuppole to be reflected upon him by the 
unhappy fatality of his wife, I fhall refer to hisa as an inconteftible 
proof, that though there are fome who have fold themfelves to do 
evil, and become the bondmen of iniquity, yet there are others 
who preferve the birthright of beings that are placed but a little 
lower than the Angels; and whe may without reproach deny the 
doétrine of neceffity, by which they are degraded to an equality 
with brutes that perifh.. I acknowledge, indeed, that my friend 
has motives fram which he acts; but his motives receive their force 
ftom reafon illuminated by Revelation, and confcience invigorated 
by hope. I acknowledge too, that he is under fubjection to a 
mafter; but let it be remembered, that it ts to Him only who 


fervice ts perfect fredom. 


Gee eZ 
\ F 4 \! oY Wii 
AS ae ARN ANY 


THE 


ADVEN TURER. 


NUMBER XLII. 


| To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, April 3, 1753. 


Mobshtate-viget “Wire. 


To the ADVENTURER. 

SIR, March x2, 1753. 
Susie ss $8 Ge HE adulteration of the copper-coin, as it is 
=] aa highly pernicious to trade in general, fo it more 
Us ” immediately affects the intinerant branches of it. 
% Among thefe, at prefent, are to be found the 
Grrr; NN ad® only circulators of bafe metal; and, perhaps, 
ay at the enly dealers, who are obliged to take in 
| payment fuch counterfeits, as will find a cur- 
-rency no where elf : and yet they are not allowed to raife the 
price of their commodities, though they are _— of fo cenfi- 

derable a portion of their — 


A Tyburn execution, a duel, a moft terrible fire, or a horrid 
barbarous bloody cruel and inhuman murder, was wont to bring in 
| Uu vatt 
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vaft revenues to the lower clafs of pamphleteers, who get their live. 
lihood by vending thefe diurnal records publicly in the ftreets: but 
fince half-pence have been valued at no more than five-pence the 


pound weight, thefe occafional peices will hardly anfwer the ex- 


pences of printing and paper; and the fervant-maid, who ufed to 
indulge her tafte for polite literature, by purchafing ji/ty new play- 
houfe-fongs, or a whole poetical fhect of the York/hire garland or 
Glouceflerfeire tragedy, for a half-penny; can now fcarcely procure 
more than one fingle flip of I ove Sue, or the Lovier’s complaint. 


Ir is alfo obfervable, that the park no longer echoes with the 
fhrill cry of “ Toothpicks! Take you fix, your honour, for a half- 
‘’ penny,” as it did when half-pence were half-pence worth. The 
vender contents herfelf with filently prefenting her little portable- 
fhop; and guards againft the rapacity of the buyer, by exhibiting 
a very {mall parce! of her wares. 

Bur the greateft fufferers are ytdoubtedly the numerous frater- 
nity of beggers; for, as things are circumftanced,-it would be 
almoft as profitable to work as to beg, were it not that many more 
are now induced to deal out theircharity in what is of no other 
ufe to themfelves, in the hope of receiving feven fold in return. 
Indeed, fince the ufual donation has been fo much leffened in its 
value, the beggers have been obferved to be more vociferous and 
importunate. One of thele orators, who takes his {tand at Spring- 


gardens, now enforces his piteous complaint, with ‘“‘ Good Chri- | 


** ftians, one ood half-penny.to the ftone-blind ;” and another, who 
tells you he has loft the ufe of his precious limbs, addreffes your 
compaffion by thewing a bad half-penny, and declaring that he is 
ready to perifh with hunger, having tried it in vain at twenty-three 
places to buy a bit of bread. Farthings, we are told, were formerly 
called in by the beggers as they threatned the ruin of their com- 
munity. I fhould not wonder, therefore, if this public fpirited 
people were alfo to put a ftop.to the circulation of bad half- 
pence, by melting them down from time to time as they come 
into their hands. The experiment is worth making ; and I am 
afiured, that for fome end or other orders will be iffued out from 
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the king of the beggers, to bring all their adulterated copper to 
their mint in the Borough, or their foundery in Moorfields. 


I was led to the confideration of this fubject by fome half-pence | 


I had juft received in change ; among which one 1n particular at- 
tracted my regard, that feemed once to have borne the profile of 
King William, now {carcely vifible, as it was very much battered, 
and befides other marks of ill ufage had a hole thro’ the middle. 
As it happened to be the evening of a day of fome fatigue, my 
reflexions did not much interrupt my propenfity to fleep, and 
I infenfibly fell into a kind of half-flumber ; when to imagi- 
nation the half-penny, which then lay before me upon the table, 
erected itfelf upon its rim, and from the royal lips ftamped on 
its furface articulately uttered the following narration. 


“© Sir! I thall not pretend to conceal from you the illegitimacy: 
** of my birth, or the bafenefs of my extraction: and tho’ I feem 
“ to bear the venerable marks of old age, I received my being at 
‘© Birmingham not fix months ago. From thence I was tranf- 
“ ported, with many of my brethren of different dates, characters, 
tc and configurations, toa Jew-pedlar in Dukes-place, who paid 
““ for us in fpecie fcarce a fifth part of our nominal and extrinfie 
<* value. We were foon after feparately difpofed of, at a more 
“* moderate profit, to coffee-houfes, chop-houtes, sae 
“© and gin-fhops. : 


“¢ Thad not been long in the world, before an ingenious tran{- 
“* muter of metals laid violent hands on me; and obferving my 


«<< thin fhape and flat furface, by the help of a little quickfilver 


A 
“~ 


exalted me into a fhilling. Ufe, however, foon degraded me 
** again to my native low ftation; and I unfortunately fell into 
the poffeffion of an urchin juft breeched, who received me 
** asa Chriftmas-box of his god-mother. 


A: 
wn 


*« ‘A love of money is aieaioalty inftilled into children fo early, 

that before they can poffibly comprehend the ufe of it, they 

* confider it as of great value: I loft, therefore, the very effence of 
- my 


on 
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«my being, in the.cuftody of this hopeful difciple of avarice and 
© folly ; and was kept only to be looked at and admired: but a 
“< bigger boy after a while {natched me from him, and releafed 
. “me from my confinement. 


<< IT now underwent various hardfhips among his play-fellows, 
and was kicked about, huftled, toffed up, and chucked into 
holes; which very much battered and impaired me: but I 
fuffered moft by the pegging of tops, the marks of which I have 
borne about me to this day. I was in this ftate the unwitting 
caufe of rapacity, ftrife, envy, rancour, malice and revenge, 
among the little apes of mankind; and became the object and 
the nurfe of thofe paffions which difgrace human na ture ,while 
I appeared. only to engage children in innocent paftimes. At 
length I was difmiffed from their fervice, by a throw with 2 
barrow-woman for an orange. 


‘“ From her it is natural to conclude, I pofted to the gin- 
fhop; where, indeed, it is probable I fhould have immediately 
gone, if her hufband, a foot-foldier, had not wrefted me from 
her, at the expence of a bloody nofe, black eye, fcratched face, 
and torn regimentals. By him I was carried to the Mall in 
St. James’s Park; where—I am afhamed to tell how I parted 
from him—Let it fuffice, that I was foon after fafely depofited 
in a night-cellar. 


“< From hence I got into the coat-pocket of a BLoop, and 
remained there with feveral of my brethren for fome days un- 
noticed. But one evening, as he was reeling home from thé 
tavern, he jirked a whole handful of us thro’ a fafh-window into 
the dining-room of .a tradefman, who he remembered had been 
fo unmannerly to him the day before, as to defire payment of 
his bill. We repofed in foft eafe on a fine Turkey carpet till 
the next morning, when the maid {wept us up; and fome of us 
were allotted to purchafe tea, fome to buy {nuff, and I myfelf 
was immediately trucked away at the door for the Sweetheart’s 
Delight. 7 | 
«Ir 
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“Ir is not my dcfign to enumerate every little accident that 
has befallen me, or to dwell upon trivial and indifferent cir- 
cumftances, as is the practice of thofe important egotifts, who 
write narratives, memoirs, and travels. As ufelefs to the com- 
munity as my fingle felf may appear to‘be, I have been the in- 
{trument of much good and evil in the intercourfe of man- 


‘kind: I have contributed no fmall fum to the revenues of the 


crown, by my fhare in each news paper; and ‘in the .con- 
fumption of tobacco, fpirituous liquors, and other taxable com- 
modities. If I have encouraged debauchery, -or {upported ex- 
travagance ; I have alfo rewarded the labours of induftry, and 
relieved the neceflities of indigence. The poor acknowledge 
me as their conftant friend; and the rich, tho’ they affect to 
flight me and treat me with contempt, .are often reduced by 
their follies to diftreffes which it is even in my power to 
relieve. | 


“ Tue prefent exact {crutiny into our conftitution has, indeed, 
very much obftructed and embarrafled my travels ; tho’ I could 
not but rejoice in my condition laft Tuefday, as I was de- 
barred having any fhare in maiming bruifing and deftroying the 
innocent victims of vulgar barbarity : I was happy in being con- 
fined to the mock-encounters with feathers and ftuffed leather ; 
a childifh fport, rightly calculated to initiate tender minds in 
arts of cruelty, and prepare them for the exercife of inhumanity 
on helplefs animals! 


« T fhall conclude, Sir, with informing you by what means 


‘I came to you in the condition-you fee. A Cuetee Spirit, a 


member of the Kzl/-Care Club, broke a link-boy’s pate with me 
laft night, as a reward for lighting him acrofs the kennel. The 
lad wafted half his tar-flambeau in looking for me; but I 
efcaped his fearch, being lodged {nugly againft a poft. This 
morning a parifh girl picked me up, and carried me with raptures 
to the next baker’s fhop to purchafe a roll. The mafter, who 
was church-warden, examined me with great attention, and 
then gruffly threatning her with Bridewell for putting-off bad 

** money, 
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** money, knocked a nail thro’ my middle, and faftened me to 
** the counter: but the moment the poor hungry child was 
“* gone, he whipt me up again, and fending me away with others 
‘in ‘change to the next cuftomer, gave me this opportunity of 
‘< relating my adventures to you.” 


Wuen Lawaked, I found myfelf fo much invigorated by my 
nap, that I immediately wrote down the ftrange {tory which I 
had juft heard ; and as it is not totally deftitute of ufe and enter- 
tainment, I have fent it to you, that by means of your paper it 
may becommunicated to the public. 


Iam, SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


Tim. TuRNPENNY. 
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Arcanum neque tu forutaberis ullias unquam; 


Commiffumque teges, et vino tortus, et irda. 
Hor. 


> 


; Ba OWE the following paper to an unknown 
correfpondent, who fent it to Mr. Payne a few 
days ago, directed to the ADVENTURER. As 
I have no objection to the general principles 
upon which it is written, I have taken the firft 
opportunity to communicate it to the Public: 
the fubject is unqueftionably of great importance; and as I think 
it is far from being exhaufted, it may poffibly produce another 
lucubration. | 


Xx Amongft 
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MONGST all the beauties and excellencies of the ancient 
writers, of which I profefs myfelf an admirer, there are 
none which ftrike me with more veneration, than the precepts 
they have delivered to us for our conduct in fociety. The fables 
of the poets, and the narrations of the hiftorians, amaze and 
delight us with their refpective qualifications: but we feel ourfelves 
particularly concerned, when a moral virtue, or a focial obligation 
is fet before us, the practice of which is our indifpenfable duty: 
and, perhaps, we are more ready to obferve thefe inftructions, or 
at leaft acquiefce fooner.in the propriety of them, as the authority 
of the teacher is unqueftionable, the addrefs not particularly con- 
fined or levelled, and the cenfure confequently lefs dogmatical. 


Or all the virtues which theancients poffeffed, the zeal and fidelity 
of their friendfhips appear to me, as the higheft diftinGtions of their 
characters. Private perfons, and particular affinities amongft them, 
have been long celebrated and admired: and if we examine their 
conduct as companions, we fhall find, that the rites of their religion 
were not more facred, more ftrongly ratified, or more feverely pré- 


ferved, than their laws of fociety. 


Tue table of friendfhip, and the altar of facrifice, were equally 
incontaminated : the myfteries of Bacchus were enveloped with as 
many leaves, as thofe of Ceres ; and the profanation of either deity, 
excluded the offenders from the affemblies of men: the revealer 
was judged accurfed, and impiety was thought to accompany his 


{teps. 


WITHOUT 
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WirnovrT inveighing againft the practice of the prefent times, 
or comparing it with that of the paft, I fhall only remark, that if 
we cannot meet together upon the honeft principles of focial 
beings, there is reafon to fear, that we are placed in the moft unfor- 
‘tunate and lamentable Era fince the creation of mankind. It 
is not the increafe of vices infeparable from humanity, that 
alarms us; the riots of the licentious, or the outragés of the 
profligate ; but it is the abfence of that ‘integrity, the neglect of 
that virtue, the contempt of that honour, which -by connecting 
individuals formed fociety, and without which fociety can no 
longer fubfift.. : a | | 


Few men are calculated for that clofe conne¢tion, which we 
diftinguith by the appellation of friendthip ; and we well know the 
difference between a friend and an acquaintance: the acquaintance 
is in a poft of progreffion ; and after having paffed through a courfe 
of proper experience, and given fufficient evidence of his merit, 
takes a new title, and ranks himfelf higher. He muft now be con- 
fidered as in a place of confequence; in which all the ornaments 
of our nature are neceffary to fupport him. But the great requifites, 
thofe without which all others are ufelefs, are fidelity and tacitur- 
nity. He muft not only be fuperior to loquacious imbecility, he 
muft be well able to reprefs the attacks of curiofity ; and to refit 
thofe powerful engines that will be employed againft him, wine 
and refentment. Such are the powers that he muft conftantly 
exert, after a truft is repofed in him: and that he may not 
overload himfelf, Jet him not add to his charge, by his own 


cen- 
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enquiries ; ; let it be a devolved not an — commifiion. 
Thus accoutred, 


sieciSil Sitti 
Sit trabibus, fragilemgue vaccum 
Savat Phafalen. 


THERE are as few inftigations in this-country to. breach of con- 
fidence, as fincerity can rejoice under. The betrayer is for ever 
fhut out from the ways ef men, and his difcoveries are deemed 
the effets of malice, We wifely imagine, he mult be a@uated 
by other motives than the promulgation of truth; and we receive 
his evidence, however we may ufe it, with contempt. Political 
exigencies may fequire a ready reception of fuch private advices : 
but tho’ the neceffities of government admit the intelligence, the 
wifdom of it but barely encourages the intelligencer. ‘here is 
no name {o odious to us, as that of an Informer. The very alarm 
in our ftreets at the approach of one, is a fufficient preof of the 


general abhorrence of this character. 


Stmce thefe are the confequential conditions upon which 
men acquire this denomination, it may be afked what are the in- 
ducements to the treachery. I do not fuppofe it always proceeds 
from the badnefs of the mind; and indeed I think it is impoffible 
that it thould: weaknefs difcovers, what malignity propagates; 
ull at laft, confirmation is required, with all the folermnity of 
proof, from the firft author of the report; who only defigned to 
gratify his own loquacity, or the importmity of his companioa. 

3 An 


——ie 


Noa. THE ADVENTURER. 26: 


An idle vanity inclines us to enumerate our parties of mirth and 
‘friendthip ; and we believe our importance is increafed, by a re~ 
capitulation of the difcourfe, of which we were fuch diftinguifhed 
fharers: and to fhow that we were efteemed fit to be entrufted 
with affairs of great concern and privacy, we notably give in our 


detail of them. 


_ THERE 1s, befides, a very general inclination amongft us to 
hear a fecret, to whomfoever it relates, known or unknown to us, 
of whatever import, ferious or trifling, fo it be but a fecret: the 
delight of telling it, and of hearing it, are nearly proportionate 
and equal. The poffeflor of the valuable treafure, appears indeed 
rather to have the advantage; and he feems to claim his fupe- 
riority. I have difcovered at once ina large company, by an air 
and deportment that is aflumed upon fuch occafions, who it is that 
is confcious of this happy charge: he appears reftlefs and full of 
doubt for a confiderable time; has frequent confultations with 
himfelf, like a bee undetermined where to fettle in a variety of 
{weets; 'till at laft, one happy ear attracts him more forcibly than 


the reft, and there he fixes, /tealing and giving odours. 


Iw a little time it becomes a matter of great amazement, that 
the whole town is as well acquainted with the ftory, as the two 
who were fo bufily engaged: and the confternation is greater, as 
each reporter is confident, that he only communicated it to one 


»? 


perfon. ‘* A report,” fays Strada,” “* thus tran{mitted from one 
“to one, is like a drop of water at the top of a houfe; it de- 
«< fcends but from tile to tile, yet at laft makes. its way to the 


** guttur, 
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<* guttur, and then Is involved in the general fiream.” And if I 
may add to the comparifon, the drop of water, after its progrefs 
through all the channels of the frests, is not more contaminated 
with filth and dirt, than a fimple ftory, after it has paffed through 
the mouths of a few modern tale-bearers. 
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Nulla fides regni foctis, omnifque poteftas 
Impatiens confortes erit. Lucan. 


B% T is well known, that many things appear 
plaufible in {peculation, which can never be 
‘reduced to practice; and that of the number- 
lefs projects that have flattered mankind with 
theoretical fpecioufnefs, few have ferved any 
other purpofes than to fhew the ingenuity of 
their contrivers. A voyage to the moon, however romantic and 


abfurd the fcheme may now appear, fince the properties of air 
have been better underftood, feemed highly probable to many of 
the afpiring wits in the laft century, who began to doat upon their 
glofly plumes, and fluttered with impatience for the hour of their 


departure, 
| Yy Pereant 


\ 
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Pereant veftigia mille 
Ante fugam, abfentemque ferit gravis ungula campum. 


Amonc the fallacies which only experience can detedt, there are 
fome of which {carcely experience itfelf can deftroy the influence; 
fome which, by a captivating fhew of indubitable certainty, are 
perpetually gaining upon the human mind ; and which, though 
every trial ends in difappointment, obtain new credit as the fenfe of 
mifcarriage wears gradually away, perfuade us to. try again what 


we have tried already, and expofe us by the fame failure to double 
vexation. | 


Or this tempting this delufive kind, is the expectation of great 
performances by confederated ftrength. The {peculatift, when he 
has carefully obferved how much may bé performed by a fingle 
land, calculates by a very eafy operation the force of thoufands, 
and goes on accumulating power till refiftance vanifhes before it; 
then rejoices in the fuccefs of his new fcheme, and wonders at the 
folly or idlenefs of former ages, whoa have lived in want of what 
might fo readily be procured, and fuffered themfelves to be debarred 
from happinefs by obftacles which one united effort would have 


fo eafily {urmounted. 


Bur this gigantic phantom of collective power vanifhes at once 
into air and emptine({s, at the firft attempt to put it into action. 
The different apprehenfions,: the difcordant paffions, the jarring 
interefts of men, will f{carcely permit that many ‘fhould white in 
one undertaking. — 


OF a great and complicated defign, fome will never be brought 


to difcern the end; and of the feveral means by: which it may be 


ec) accome 
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atcomplifhed, the choice will be a perpetual fubject of debate, as 


every than is fwayed in his determination by his own knowledge 


or convenience. In a long feries of action fome will languifh with 
fatigue, and fome be drawn off by: prefent gratifications; fome will 
loiter becaufe others labour, and fome will ceafe to labour becaufe . 


others loiter; and if once they come within profpect of fuccefs and 


profit, fome will be greedy and others envious; fome will under- 
take more than they can perform, to enlarge their claims of advan 
tage; fome will perform lefs than they undertake, left their labours 
fhould turn chiefly to the benefit of others. 


. Tue hiftory of mankind informs us, that a fingle power is very 
feldom’ broken by a confederacy. States of different interefts, and 
afpects malevolent to’each other, may. be united for a time by com- 
mon diftrefs ; ; and in the ardour of felf-prefervation fall unani- 
moufly upon an enemy by whom they are all equally endangered. 
But if their firft attack can be withftood, time will never fail to 
diffélve their union: faccefs and mifcarriage will be equally de- 
ftrudtive: after the conqueft of a province,- they will quarrel in 
the divifion ; after the lofs of a battle, all will be endeavouring to 
fecure themfelves by abandoning the reft. 


From the impoffibility of confining numbers to the conftant 
and uniform profecution of a common intereft, arifes the difficulty 
‘of fecuring fubjects againft the incroachment of governors. Power 
‘1s always gradually ftealing away from the many to the few, be- 


caufe the few are more vigilant and confiftent; it {till con- 


tracts to.a fmaller number, till in time it centers in a fingle 


perfon. 


. Txus all the forms of government inftituted among mankind, 


perpetually tend towards monarchy ; and power, however diffufed 
through 
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through the whole community, is by negligence: or corruption, 


commotion or diftrefs, repofed: at laft in the chief megiftrate. 


THERE never appear, {ays Swrrt, more than five or fix men 
of genius in an age; but if they were united, the world could not 
fiand before them. It is happy, therefore, for mankind, that of 
this union there is no probability. As men take in a wider com- 
pafs of intellectual furvey, they are more likely to chufe different 
objects of purfuit ; as they fee more ways to the fame end, they 
will be lefs eafily perfuaded to travel together ; as each is better 
qualified to form an independent fcheme of private greatnefs, he 
will reje@ with greater obftinacy the project of another; as each is 
more able to diftinguifh himfelf as the head of a party, he will 
lefs readily be made a follower or an affociate. 


Tux reigning philofophy informs us, that the vaft bodies which 
conftitute the univerfe, are regulated in their progrefs through 
the etherial fpaces, by the perpetual agency of contrary forces; by 
one of which they are reftrained from deferting their orbits, and 
Jofing themfelves in the immenfity of heaven ; and held off by the 
other from rufhing together, and cluftering round their centre 
with everlafting cohefion. | 


Tue fame contrariety of impulfe may be perhaps difcovered in 
the motions of men: we are formed for fociety, not for combi- 
nation; we are equally unqualified to live in a clofe conneétion 
with our fellow beings, and in total feparation from them: we 
are attracted towards each other by general fympathy, but kept 
back from contact by private interefts. 


SOME 
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SoMmE philofophers have been foolifh enough to imagine, that 
improvements might be made in the fy{tem of the univerfe, by a 
different arrangement of the orbs of heaven; and _ politicians, 
equally ignorant and equally prefumptuous, may eafily be led to 
fuppofe, that the happinefs of our world would be promoted by a 
different tendency of the human mind. It appears, indeed, to a 
flight and fuperficial obferver, that many things impracticable in 
our prefent ftate, might be eafily effected, if mankind were better 
difpofed to union and co-operation : but a little refleGtion will dif- 
xover, that if confederacies were eafily formed, they would lofe 
their efficacy, fince numbers would be oppofed to numbers, and 
unanimity to unanimity ; and inftead of the prefent petty compe- 
titions of individuals or fingle families, multitudes would be fup- | 

planting multitudes, and thoufands plotting againft thoufands. 


Tuere is no clafs of the human {pecies, of which the: union 
{eems to have been more expected, than of the learned: the reft 
of the world have almoft always agreed, to fhut fcholars up to- 
gether in colleges and cloifters; furely not without hope, that they 
would look for that happinefs in concord, which they were de-_ 
barred from finding in variety ; and that fuch conjunctions of in- 
telle would recompenfe the munificence of founders and patrons, 


by performances above the reach of any fingle mind. 


But Difcord, who found means to roll her apple into the ban- 
_ quetting chamber of the Goddeffes, has had the addrefs to {catter 
her laurels in the feminaries of learning. The friendthip of ftudents 
and of beauties is for the moft part equally fincere, and equally 
durable: as both depend for happinefs on the regard of others, on 
that of which the value arifes merely from comparifon, they are 

both 
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both expofed to perpetual jealoufies, and both inceffantly employed 
in fchemes to intercept the praifes of each other. 


Iam, however, far from intending to inculcate, that this con- 
finement of the ftudious to ftudious companions has been wholly 
without advantage to the public: neighbourhood, where it does not 
conciliate friendfhip, incites competition; and he that would con- 
tentedly reft ina lower degree of excellence, where he had no 
rival to dread, will be urged by his impatience of inferiority to in- 
ceffant endeavours after great attainments. 


TueEse ftimulations of honeft rivalry, are, perhaps, the chief 
effects of academies and focieties ; for whatever be the bulk of their 
joint labours, every fingle piece is always the production of an indi- 
vidual, that owes nothing to his collegues but the contagion of dili- 
gence, a refolution to write becaufe the reft are writing, and the 
{corn of obfcurity while the reft are illuftrious, 
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SATURDAY, April 14, 1753. 


Mics proves Cupworar. Prov. Gr. 


kind in proportion as “ are happy ; and it 
is faid even of the devil, that he is good hu- 
moured when he is pleafed. Every act there- 


| fore, by which another is injured, from what- 

ever motive, contraGs. more guilt and expreffes greater malignity, 
if it is committed in thofe feafons, which are fet apart to pleafantry 
-and good humour, and brightened with enjoyments peculiar to ra- 
tional and focial beings. 


DETRACTION is among thofe vices, which the moft languid 
virtue has fufficient force to prevent; becaufe, by detraction, that 
Ze iS 
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‘is not gained which is‘taken away: “* ‘he whe filches from me my 
“€ good name,” fays Shakefpear, ‘enriches not himfelf, but makes 
“© me poor indeed:” as nothing, therefore, degrades.human nature 
‘more than detraction, nothing more difgraces converfation. The 
.detractor, as he is the loweft moral character, reflects greater dif- 
‘honour upon his company, than the hangman; and he, whofe 
difpofition is a fcandal to his fpecies, ‘fhould be more diligently a- 
‘voided, than he who is fcandalous only-by his office. 


Burt for this practice, however vile, fome have dared to apologize, 
‘by contending that the report by which they injured an abfent cha- 
‘acter, was true: this, however, amounts to no more, than that 
they ‘have not complicated malice with falfhood, and that there 
is fome difference ‘between detraction and flander. To relate 
all the ill that is true of the beft man in the world, would 
probably render him the object of fufpicion and diftruft.; and 
if this practice was univerfal, mutual confidence and efteem, ‘the 
‘comforts of fociety, and the endearments of friendfhip, would 

be at an end. 


TuereE is fomething unfpeakably more hateful in ‘thofe {pecies 
of villainy by which the law is evaded, than in thefe by which it 


is violated and defied. Courage has-fometimes preferved rapacity 


from abhorrence, ‘as beauty ‘has’been thonght to apoligize for pro- 
ftitution ; but the injuftice ef cowardice is univerfally abhorred, 
and like the lewdnefs of deformity has no advocate. Thus hateful 
are the wretches who detract with-caution; and while they .perpe- 
trate the wreng, are folicitous to avoid the reproach: they do not 
fay that Chloe forfeited her honour to Lyfander, but they fay that 
fuch a report has been fpread they know not how true. Thofe who 
propagate thefe reports, frequently invent them ; .and it is no 
‘breach of charity to fuppofe this to be always the cafe; becaufe no 


man 
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man who fpreads detraction, would have fcrupled to produce it; 
and he who fhould diffufe poifon ina brook, would fcarce be ac- 
quitted of a malicious defign, though he fhould allege that he re- 


ceived it of another who is doing the fame elfewhere. 


WHATEVER is incompatible with the higheft dignity of our na- 
‘ture, fhould indeed be excluded from our converfation: as com- 
panions, not only that which we owe to ourfelves but to others, is 
required of us; and they who can indulge any vice in the prefence 


of each other, are become obdurate in guilt and infenfible to infamy. 


REVERENCE THY SELF, ts one of the fublime precepts of that 
‘amiable philofopher, whofe humanity alone was an inconteftable 
proof the dignity of his mind: PytTuacoras, in his idea of vir- 
tue, comprehended intellectual purity ; and he fuppofed, that by 
him who reverenced himfelf, thofe thoughts would be fuppreffed 
by which a being capable of virtue is degraded: this divine precept 
evidently prefuppofes a reverence of others, by which men are re- 
{trained from more grofs immoralities ; and with which he hoped a 


‘reverence of {elf would alfo co-operate as an auxiliary motive. 


Tue great duke of Mar.izoroucu, who was perhaps the moft 
accomplifhed gentleman of his age, would never fuffer any ap- 
proaches to obfcenity in his prefence ; and it was faid by the late 
lord Cobham, that he did not reprove it as an immorality in 
the fpeaker, but.refented it as an indignity to himfelf: and it is 
evident, that to fpeak evil of the abfent, to utter lewdnefs, blaf- 
phemy, or treafon, muft degrade not only him who fpeaks, but 
thofe who hear ; for furely that dignity of character which a man 
ought always to fuftain, is in danger, when he is made the conf- 
dent of treachery, detraction, impiety, or luft: for he, who in 
converfation difplays his own vices, imputes them; as he who 


boafts to another of a robbery, prefuppofes that he is a thief. 


Ir 
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Ir fhould be a general rule, never to utter any thing in conver- 
fation which would juftly difhonour us if it fhould be reported to 
the world: if this rule could be always kept, we fhould be fecure 
in our own innocence againft the craft of knaves ard parafites, the 


flratagems of cunning and the vigilance of envy. 


Bor after all the bounty of nature, and all the labour of virtue, 
inany imperfections will be {till difcerned in human beings, even by 
thofe who do not fee with all the perfpicacity of human wifdom: 
and he is guilty of the moft aggravated detraction, who reports the 
weaknefs of a good mind difcovered in an unguarded hour; fome- 
thing which is rather the effect of negligence, than defign ; rather 
a folly, than a fault; a fally of vanity, rather than an eruption of 
malevolence. It has therefore been a maxim inviolably facred 
among good men, never to difclofe the fecrets of private conver- 
fation ; a maxim, which though it feems to arife from the breach 
of fome other, does yet imply that general rectitude, which is 
produced by a confcioufnefs of virtuous dignity, and a regard to 
that reverence which is due to ourfelves and others; for to conceal 
any immoral purpofe, which to difclofe 1s to difappoint; any 
crime, which to hide is to countenance ; or any character, which te 
avoid is to be fafe; as it is incompatible with virtue, and injurious 


to fociety, can be a law only among thofe who are enemies to both. 


Amon fuch, indeed, it is a law which there is fome degree of 
obligation to fulfil; and the fecrets even of their converfation are, 
perhaps, feldom difclofed, without an aggravation of their guilt: 
it is the intereft of fociety, that the veil of taciturnity fhould be 
drawn over the myfteries of drunkennefs and leudnefs: and to 
hide even the machinations of envy, ambition, or revenge, if they 


happea 


No46. THE ADVENTURER. 275 


happen to mingle in thefe Orgies among the rites of Bacchus; feems 
to be the duty of the initiated, though not of the prophane. 


Ir he, who has affociated with robbers, wha has repofed and 
accepted a truft, and whofe guilt is a pledge of his fidelity, fhould 
betray his affociates for hire; if he is urged to fecure himfelf, by 
the anxiety of fufpicion, or the terrors of cowardice ; er to punith 
others, by the importunity of refentment and revenge; though the 
public receives benefit from his conduét, and may think it expe- 
dient to reward him, yet he has only added to every other {pecies 
of guilt, that of treachery to his friends: he has demonftrated, 
that he is fo deftitute of virtue, as not to: poffefs even thofe vices 
which refemble it; and that he ought to be cut off as totally unfit 
for human fociety, but that, as poifon is an antidote to poifan, his 
crimes are a fecurity againft the crimes of others. 


It is, however, true, that if fuch an offender is {tung with re- 
morfe; if he feels the force of- higher obligations, than thofe of 
an iniquitous compact; aad if urged by a defire to atone for the 
injury which he has done to’ fociety, he gives in his information, 
and delivers up his affociates, with whatever reluctance, to the 
laws ; by this facrifice he ratifies his repentance, he becomes again 
the friend of his country, and deferves not only protection but 
efteem: for the fame aCtion may be either virtuous or vicious, and 
‘may deferve either honour or infamy, as it may be performed 
upon different principles; and, indeed, no action can be morally 
claffed or eftimated, without fome knowledge of the motive by 
which it is produced. 


But as there is feldom any other clue to the motives of par- 
ticular actions, than the general tenor of his life by whom they 
are 
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are performed; and as the lives of thofe who ferve their country 
by bringing its enemies to punifhment, are commonly flagitious 
in the higheft degree; the ideas of this fervice and the moft fordid 
villainy are fo connected, that they always recur together: if only 
this part of a character is known, we immediately infer that the 
whole is infamous; and it is, therefore, mo wonder, that the 
name by which it is exprefled, efpecially when it is ufed to deno- 
minate a profeffion, fhould be odious; or that a good man fhould 
not always have fufficient fortitude, to ftrike away the mafk of 
diffimulation, and dire the fword of juftice. 


But whatever may be thought of thofe, who difcharge their 
obligations to the public by treachery to their companions ; it 
cannot be pretended, that he, to whom an immoral defign is com- 
municated by inadvertence or miftake, is under any private obli- 
gation to conceal it: the charge which devolves upon him, he 
mutt inftantly renounce ; for while he hefitates, his virtue is fuf- 
pended: and he who communicates fuch defign to another, not 
by inadvertence or miftake, but upon prefumption of concur- 
rence, commits an outrage upon his honour and defies his re- 


- Yentment. 


‘LET none, therefore, be encouraged to prophane the rites of 
converfation, much lefs of friendfhip, by fuppofing there is any 
law, which ought to reftrain the indignation of virtue, or deter 
repentance from reparation. 
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Mult: 
Committunt eadem diverfo crimina fato; 
Ile crucem pretium fceleris tulit, bic diadema. Juv. 


“7og AN, though as a rational being he has thought 
"4 fit to ftile himfelf the lord of the creation, 1s 
as yet frequently the voluntary flave of prejudice 
a and cuftom; the moft general opinions are oftcn 
x abfurd, and the prevailing principles of action - 


Ir may, however, be allowed, that if in thefe inftances, reafon 
always appeared to be overborne by the importunity of appetite; if . 
the future was facrificed to the prefent, and hope renounced only 
for pofleffion; there would not be much caufe for wonder: but 
that man fhould:draw abfurd conclufions, contrary to his immediate 
intereft; that-he fhould even at the rifque of life, gratify thofe 

Aaa vices 
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vices in fome, which in others he punifhes with a gibbet or a wheel, 
is in the higheft degree aftonifhing; and is fuch an inftance of the 
weakne(s of our reafon, and the fallibility of our judgment, as 
fhould incline us to accept with gratitude of that guidance which 
is from above. 


Bur if it is ftrange that one man has been immortalized as a 
God, and another put to death as a felon, for actions which have 
the fame motive and the fame tendency, merely becaufe they were 
circumftantially different; it is yet more ftrange, that this diffe- 
rence has always been fuch as increafes the abfurdity; and that tlre 
aétion which expofes a man to infamy and death, wants only 
greater aggravation of guilt, and more extenfive and pernicious 
effects, to render him the object of veneration and applaufe. 


Bacsuot, the robber, having loft the booty of a week among 
his affociates at hazard, loaded his piftols, mounted his horfe, and 
took the Kentifh road, with a refolution not to return till he had 
recruited his purfe. Within a few miles of London, juft as he 
heard a village clock {trike nine, he met two gentlemen in a poft- 
chaife which he ftopped. One of the gentlemen immediately pre- 
fented a piftol, and at the fame time a fervant rode up armed with 
a blunderbufs. The robber, perceiving that he fhould: be vigo- 
roufly oppofed, turned off from the chaife and difcharged a piftol 
at the fervant, who inftantly fell dead from his horfe. The gentle- 
men had now leaped from the chaife: but the foremoft receiving a 
blow on his head with the ftock of the piftot that had been juft 
fired, reeled back a few paces: the other having fired at the mur- 
derer without fuccefs, attempted to difmount him and fucceeded ; 
but while they were grappling with each other, the villain drew a 
. knife, and ftabbed his antagonift to the heart. He then, with the 
calm intrepidity of a hero who is familiar with danger, proceeded 
to rifle the pockets of the dead; and the furvivor having recovered 
from the blow, and being imperioufly commanded to deliver, was 
now obliged to comply. When the victor had thus obtained the 
pecuniary reward of his prowefs, he determined to lofe no: part of 
the glory which as a conqueror was now in his power: turning, 
therefore, to the unhappy gentleman whom he had plundered, he 
condefcended to infult him with the applaufe of confcious fuperio- 
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tity; he told him, that he had never robbed any perfons who be- 
haved better; and as a tribute due to the merit of the dead, and 
.a token of his efteem for the living, he generoufly threw him back 
a fhilling to prevent his being ftopped at the turnpike. | 


HE ‘now remounted his horfe, and fet off towards London: but 
at the turnpike, a coach that was paying the toll obftruéted his 
way; and by the light of the flarnbeau that was behind it, he dif- 
‘covered that his coat was much ftained with blood: this difcovery 
threw him into fuch confufion, that he attempted to rufh by; he 
-was, however, prevented ; and his appearance giving great reafon to 
{ufpect his motive, he was feized and detained. 


In the coach were two ladies, and a little boy about five years 
‘old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, when they heard that a 
fperfon was taken who was fuppofed to have juft committed a rob- 
bery and a murder: they afked many queftions with great eager- 
nefs ; but them inquiries were little regarded, till a gentleman 
tode up, who feeing their diftrefs offered his affiftance. The-elder 
of the two ladies acquainted him, that her hufband Sir Harry Free- 
man was upon the road in his return from Gravefend, where he had 
‘been to receive an only fon upon his arrival from India, after an 
abfence of near fix years; that herfelf and her daughter in-law 
were come out to meet them, but were terrified with the appre- 
henfion that they might have been ftopped by the man who had 
juft been taken into cuftody. Their attention was now fuddenly 
called to the other fide of the coach by the child, who cried out 
in a tranf{port of joy, “‘ there is my grand papa.” This was in- 
deed the furvivor of the three who had been attacked by BAc- 
sHoT: he was mounted on his fervant’s horfe, and rede lowly by 
the fide of the chaife in which he had juft placed the body of his 
(on, whofe countenance was disfigured with blood, and whofe fea- 
tures were ftill imprefled with the agonies of death. Who can 
exprefs the grief, horror, and defpair, with which a father ex- 
hibited this fpectacle to a mother and a wife, who expected a fon | 
and a hufbahd, with all the tendernefs and ardour of conjugal and 
parental affection; who had long regretted his abfence, who had 
anticipated the joy of his return, and weré impatient to put into 
his arme a pledge of his love which he had never feen. 

I 
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_ I will not attempt to defcribe that diftrefs, which tears would not 
have fuffered me to behold: let it fuffice,-that fuch was its effect 
upon thofe who were prefent, that the murderer was not with- 
out difficulty conducted alive to the prifon; and I am confident, 
that few who read this ftory, would have heard with regret that he 
_ was torn to pieces by the way. : | 


But before they congratulate themfelves upon a fenfe, which al- 
ways diftinguithes right and wrong by {pontaneous approbation and 
cenfure; let them tell me, with what fentiments they read of a 
youthful monarch, who at the head of an army in which every 
man became a herq. by his example, pafled over mountains and 
defarts, in fearch of new territories to invade, and new potentates 
to conquer; who routed armies which could fcarce be numbered, 
and took cities, which were deemed impregnable. Do they not 
follow him in the path of flaughter with horrid complacency? and 
when. they fee him deluge the peaceful fields of induftrious fim- 
plicity with blood, ‘and leave them defolate to the widow and the 
orphan of the poffeffor, do they not grow frantic in his praife, and 
concur to deify the mortal who could conquer only for glory, and 
return the kingdoms that he won? 


To thefe queftions, I am confident the greater part of mankind 
muft an{wer in the aflirmative; and yet nothing can be more ab- 
furd than their different apprehenfions of the HeRo and the THIEF. 


Tue conduct of Bacsuot and ALEXANDER had in general the 
fame motives, and-the fame tendency; they both fought a private 
gratification at the expence of others; and every circumftance in 
which they differ, is greatly in favour of BAGsHoT. 


BAGsHOT, when he had loft his laft fhilling, had loft the power 
of gratifying every appetite whether criminal or innocent; and the 
recovery of this power, was the object of his expedition. 


ALEXANDER, when he fet out to conquer the world, poffeffed 
all that Bacsuot hoped to acquire, and more; all his appetites 
and paffions were gratified, as far as the gratification of them was 


poffible; and as the force of temptation is always fuppofed pro- 
Por 


ee ——_ oo 


No47, THE ADVENTURER. 28e 


portionably to extenuate guilt, ALEXANDER’s guilt was evidently 
greater than BacsHoT's, becaufe it cannot be pretended that his 
temptation was equal. 


Bur though ALEXANDER could not equally increafe the means 
of his ewn happinefs, yet he produced much more dreadful and 


. -extenfive evil to fociety in the attempt. Bacsuor killed two men; 


and I have related the murder and its confequences, with fuch par- 
ticulars as ufually rouze that fenfibility, which often lies terpid du- 


_.Ying narratives of general calamity. ALEXANDER, perhaps, de- 


ftroyed a million; and whoever reflects, that each individual of 
this number had fome tender attachments which were broken by 
his death ; fome parent or wife, with whom he mingled tears in 
the parting embrace, and who longed with fond fplicitude for his 
return; or, perhaps, fome infant whom his labour was to feed, 
and his vigilance protect; will fee, that ALEXANDER was more 
the peft of fociety than BaGsHoT, and more deferved a gibbet in 
the proportion of a million te one. 


Ir may, perhaps, be thought abfurd to mquire into the virtues 
of BacsHot’s character ; and yet virtue has never been thought 
incompatible with that of ALEXANDER. ALEXANDER, we are 
told, gave proof of his greatnefs of mind, by his contempt of 
danger; but as BacsHot’s danger was equally voluntary and im- 
minent, there ought to be no doubt but that his mind was equally 
great. ALEXANDER, indeed, gave back the kingdoms that he 
won; but after the conqueft of a kingdom, what remained for 
ALEXANDER togive? To aprince, whofe country he had invaded 
with unprovoked hoftility, and from whom he had violently 
wrefted the bleffings of peace, he gave a dominion over the wi- 
dows and orphans of thofe he had flain ; the tinfel of dependent 
greatnefs, and the badge of royal fubjeCtion. And does not Bac- 
sHoT deferve equal honour, for throwing back a fhilling to the man, 
whofe perfon he had infulted, and whofe fon he had tabbed to the 
heart? ALEXANDER did not ravifh or maffacre the women whom 
he found in the tent of Darius; neither did honeft Bacsuor kill 
the gentleman whom he had plundered, when he was no longer 
able to refift. 


Ir 


282 THE ADVENTURER. Nog. 


Ir BaasuoT, then, is juftly dragged to prifon, amidft the tu- 
mult of rage, menaces, and execrations; let ALEXANDER, whom 
the lords of reafon have extolled for ages, be no longer thought 
worthy of a triumph. 


As the acquifition of honour is frequently a motive to the rifque 
of life, it is of great importance to confer it only upon virtue; and 
as honour is conferred by the public voice, it is of equal moment 
to ftrip thofe vices of their difguife which have been miftaken for 
virtue. ‘Ihe wretches who compofe the army of a tyrant, are affo- 
ciated by folly in the fervice of rapine and murder: and that men 
fhould imagine they were deferving honour by the maffacre of each 
other, merely to flatter ambition with a new title, is, perhaps, as 
mfcrutable a myftery as any that has perplexed reafon, and as grofs 
an abfurdity as any that has difgraced it. It is not, indeed, fo 
much to punifh vice, as to prevent mifery, that I with to fee it al- 
ways branded with infamy; for even the fuccefles of vice termi- 
nate in the anguifh of difappointment. To ALEXANDER, the | 
fruit of all his conquefts was tears; and whoever goes about to 
gratify intemperate wifhes, will labour to as little purpofe, as he 
who fhould attempt to fill a fieve with water. 


I was accidentally led to purfue my fubject in this train, by the 
fight of an hiftorical chart, in which the rife, the progrefs, the de- 
clenfion, and duration of empire, are reprefented by the arrangement 
of different colours; and in which, not only extent, but duration 
is rendered a fenfible object. The Grecian empire, which is di- 
ftinguifhed by a deep red, 1s a long but a narrow line; becaufe, 
though ALEXANDER marked the world with his colour from Mace- 
donia to Egypt, yet the colours peculiar to the hereditary potentates 
whom he difpoffeffed, again took place upon his death: and indeed, 
the queftion, whofe name fhall be connected with a particular 
country as its king; is, to thofe who hazard life in the decifion, as 
trifling, as whether a {mall fpot in a chart fhall be ftained with red 
or yellow. That man fhould be permitted to decide fuch queftions 
by means fo dreadful, is a reflection under which he only can re- 
joice, who believes that GOD ony REIGNS; and can appropriate 
the promife, that ALL THINGS SHALL WORK TOGETHER FOR 
GOOD. 
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NUMBER XLVIII. 


Jo be continued on TuEspays and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, 4pril 21, 1753. 


bat triumphans Virgo— 

Sunt qui rogatam rettulerint preces 

Tuliffe Curisto, redderet ut reo 

Lumen jacentt, tum invent balitun 

Vita innovatum, vifibus integris. PRUDENT. 


£3 Se O Love AN ENEMY, is the diftinguifhing cha- 
aIBEN sae ~ eee 

Vai ikig racteriftic of a religion, which is not of man 
«a but of GOD. It could be delivered as a pre- 
at cept only by 1m, who lived and died to efta- 


Nit Ye blith it by his example. 


ArT the clofe of that feafon, in which human frailty has com- 
memorated fufferings which it could not fuftain, a feafon in which 
the moft zealous devotion can only fubftitute a change of food 
for a total abftinence of forty days; it cannot furely be incongruous 
to’confider, what approaches we can make to that divine love which 

Bbb thiofe 
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thefe fufferings exprefled, and how far man in imitation of his 
Saviour can blefs thofe who curfe him, and return good for 
evil. 


WE cannot, indeed, behold the example but at a diftance; nor 
‘confider it without being ftruck with a fenfe of our own debility : 
every man who compares his life with this divine rule, inftead of 


exulting in his own excellence, will {mite his breaft like the publi- _ 


can, and cry out, “GOD be merciful to mea finner!” Thus 
to acquaint us with ourfelves, may, perhaps, be one ufe of the 
precept; but the precept cannot furely be confidered as having no 
other. = = se 


I know it will be faid, that our paffions are not in our power; 
_and that, therefore, a precept, to love or to hate, is impoffible ; 
for if the gratification of all our wifhes was offered us to love 


“a ftranger as we love a child, we could not fulfill the condition” 


however we might defire the reward. 


Bur admitting this to be true, and that we cannot love an enemy 
as we love a friend, it is yet equally certain that we may perform 
thofe aGtions-which are prodaced by love from a higher principle; 
we may perhaps derive moral excellence from natural defects, and 
exert our reafon inftead of indulging a paffion. If our enemy 
hungers we may feed him, and if he thirfts we may give him 
drink: this, if we could love him, would be our conduct ; and 
this may ftill be our conduét, though to love him is impoffible. 
The CurisTian will be prompted to relieve the neceffities of his 
enemy, by his love to GOD: he will rejuice in an opportunity to 
exprefs the zeal of his gratitude and the alacrity of his obedience, 


at the fame time that he appropriates the promifes and anticipates 
his reward. 


Bur 
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But though he who is beneficent upon thefe principles, . may 
in the fcripture fenfe be faid to love his enemy; yet .fomething 
more may ftill be effected: the paffion itfelf in fome degree is in 
our power ; we may rife toa yet nearer emulation of divine for- 
givenefs, we may think as well as act with _— and be fancti- 
fied as well in 1 heart as in life. 


Tuoucn love and hatred are neceffarily produced in the hu- 
man breaft, when the proper objects of thefe paffions occur, as 
the colour of material fubftances is neceffarily percieved by an eye 
‘ before which they are exhibited; yet it is in our power to change 
the paffion, and to caufe either love or hatred to be excited, by 
placing the fame object in different circumftances; as a changeable 
filk of blue and yellow may be held fo as to excite the idea either 


of yellow or blue. 


No act is deemed more injurious, or refented with greater 
acrimony, than the marriage of a child, efpecially of a daughter, 
without the confent of a parent: it is frequently confidered as a 
breach of the ftrongeft and tendereft obligations ; as folly and in- 
gratitude, treachery and rebellion. By the imputation of thefe 
vices, a child becomes the object of indignation and refentment: 
indignation and refentment in the breaft, therefore, of the parent 
are neceflarily excited; and there can be no doubt, but that thefe 
are {pecies of hatred. But if the child is confidered as ftill 
retaining the endearing foftnefs of filial affeCtion, as ftill longing 
for reconciliation, and profaning the rites of marriage with tears ; 
as having been driven from the path of duty, only by the violence 
ef paffions which none have always refifted, and which many have’ 
indulged with much greater turpitude ; the fame object that before 
excited indignation and refentment, will now be regarded with 
pity, and pity is a {pecies of love. 


THOSE, 
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Tuose, indeed, who refent this breach of filial duty with im- 
placability, though perhaps it is the only one of which the offender 
"has been guilty, demonftrate that they are without natural af- 
fection; and that they would have proftituted their offspring, if 
not to luft, yet to affections which are equally vile and fordid, the 
thirft of gold or the cravings of ambition: for he can never be 
thought to be fincerely interefted in the felicity of his child, who 
when fome of the means of happinefs are loft by indifcretion, 
fuffers his refentment to take away the reft. 


Among friends, fallies of quick refentment are extremely fre- 
quent. Friendfhip is a conftant reciprocation of benefits, to 
which the facrifice of private intereft is fometimes neceflary : it is 
common for each to fet too much value upon thofe which he be- 
ftows, and too little upon thofe which he receives ; this mutual 
miftake in fo important an eftimation, produces mutual charges of 
unkindnefs and ingratitude ; each, perhaps, profeffes himfelf ready 
to forgive, but neither will condefcend to be forgiven. Pride, 
therefore, {till increafes the enmity which it began ; the friend 1s 
confidered as felfifh, affuming, injurious, and revengeful ; he con- 
fequently becomes an object of hatred ; and while he is thus 
confidered, to love him is impoffible. But thus to confider him, 
Is at once a folly and a fault: each ought to refle@t, that he is, at 
leaft in the opinion of the other, incurring the crimes that he im- 
putes; that the foundation of their enmity is no more than a 
miftake ; and that this miftake is the effect of weaknefs or vanity, 
which is common to all mankind; the chara&ter of both would 
then affume a very different afpect, love wou!d again be excited. 
by the return of its object, and each would be impatient to ex-. 
change acknowledgments, and recover the felicity which was fo. 
near being loft. 


But 
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Bur if efter we have admitted an acquaintance to our bofom as 
.a friend, it fhould appear that we had miftaken his character ; if 
the fhould betray our confidence, and ufe the knowledge of our 
affairs, which -perhaps ‘he obtained by offers of fervice, to effect 
‘our ruin:; if he defames us to ‘the world, and adds perjury to 
falfhood ; tf he violates the: chaftity éf a wife, or feduces a daughter 
to proftitution ; we may-ftill confider him ‘in fuch circumftances 
as will incline us to fulfill the precept, and to regard him without 
the rancour of. hatred-or the fury-of revenge. 


Every -charatter, however it may deferve punifhment, excites 
hhatred, only in proportion as it appears to be malicious; and pure 
malice has never been imputed’ to human beings. The wretch 
who has thus deceived and injured us, fhould be confidered as 
having ultimately intended not evil-to-us but good to himfelf. It 
Lhould alfo be remembered, that he has miftaken the means; that 
the has forfeited the friendfhip of H1m whofe favour is better 
than life, by the fame conduc which forfeited ours; and that to 
-whatever view he facrificed our temporal intereft, to that alfo he 
‘facrificed his own hope of immortality: that he is now feeking 
felicity which he can never find, and incurring punifhment that 
will laft for ever. And how much better than this wretch is he, 
‘in whom the contemplation of his condition can excite no pity! 
‘Surely, if fach an enemy hangers, we may, without fuppreffing 
any paffion, give him food; for who that fees a criminal dragged 
to execution, for whatever crime, would refufe him a cup of cold 


water? 


Own the contrary, he, whom Gop has forgiven, muft necef- 
{arily become amiable to man: to confider his character without 
prejudice or partiality, after it has been changed by repentance, is 

to 
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to love him; and impartially to confider it, is not only our duty 
but our intereft. : 


‘Tus may we love our enemies, and add. a dignity to our na- 
ture of which pagan virtue had no conception.’ But if to love our 
enemies is the glory of a CHRISTIAN, to treat others with 
coldnefs, neglect, and malignity, is rather the reproach of a 
fiend. than a man. Unprovoked enmity, the. frown of unkindnefs, 
and the menaces ef oppreffion, fhould be far from thofe whe pro- 
fefs themfelves to be followers of H1m who in his life went about 
doing good; who inftantly healed a wound that was given in 
his defence; and who, when he was fainting in his laft agony, and 
treated with mockery and derifion, conceived at once a prayer and 
an apology for his murderers: FATHER FORGIVE THEM, THEY 
KNOW NOT WHAT THEY Do. © | | 
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To be continued on TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, April 24, 1753. 


| Flumina kibant 
Summa leves 


Vire, 


Se HE character of the {cholars of the prefent 
bx age will not be much injured or mifrepre- 
fented by faying, that they feem to be fuper- 
Wy B ficially acquainted with.a multitude of fub- 

Pre k v7 jects, but to go to the bottom of very few. 
ee FERS 2a This appears in criticifm and polite learning, 
as well asin the abftrufer fciences: by the diffufion of know- 
ledge its depth is abated. 


Evrtycues harangues with wonderful plaufibility on the diftin@ 
merits of all the Greek and Roman claflics, without having tho- 
roughly and attentively perufed, or entered into the fpirit and 

Ccc . {cope 
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{cope of one of them. But Eurycues has diligently digefted the 
Differtations of RAprn, Bovnours, FseLrtTon, BLACKWALL, and 
Ro iin ; treatifes that adminifter great confolation to the indo- 
lent and incurious, to thofe who can tamely reft fatisfied with 
fecornd-hand knowledge, as they give concife accounts of all the 
ereat heroes of antient literature, and enable men to fpeak of their 
{everal characters, without the tedious drudgery of perufing the 
originals, But the characters of writers, as of men, are of a very 
mixed and complicated nature, and are not to be comprehended 
in fo fmall a compafs: fuch objects do not admit of being drawn 
in miniature, with accuracy and diitinctnefs. 


To the prefent prevailing paflion for French moralifts and 
French critics, may be imputed the fuperficial fhew of learning 
and abilities, of which Iam complaining. And fince thefe al- 
luring authors are become not only fo fafhionable an amufement 
of thofe who call themfelves the polite world, but alfo engrofs 
the attention of academical ftudents, I am tempted to enquire 
into thé merits of the moft celebrated among them of both 
kinds. 


Tuat MontTacne abounds i native wit, in quick penetra- 
tion, in a knowledge of the human heart, and the various vanities 
and vices that lurk in it, cannot juftly be denied. But a man 
who fits down to tranfmit his thoughts on life and manners to 
pofterity, with the hopes of entertaining and amending future 
ages, muft be either exceedingly vain or exceedingly carelefs, if 
he expects either of thefe effects can be produced, by wanton 
fallies of the imagination, by ufelefs and impertinent digreffions, 
by never forming or following any regular plan, never claffing 
or confining his thoughts, never changing or rejecting any fenti- 
ment that occurs to him, Yet this appears to have been the con- 
duct of our celebrated Effayift: and it has produced many 
aukward imitators, who under the notion of writing with the 
fire and freedom of this lively old‘Gafcon, have fallen into con- 
fufed rhapfodies, and uninterefting egotifms. 


Bur 
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Bur thefe blemithes of MoxTacne are trivial and unimportant, 
compared with his vanity, his indecency, and his {fcepticifm. 
That man muft totally have fuppreffed the natural love of honeft 
reputation, which is fo powerfully felt by the truly wife and 
good, who can calmly fit down to give a catalogue of his private 
vices, and publifh his moft fecret infirmities, with the pretence of 
exhibiting a faithful picture of himfelf, and of exa@ly portraying 
the minuteft features of his mind. Surely he deferves the cenfure 
QuiInTILIAN beftows on Demetrius, a celebrated Grecian 
painter, that he was “‘ nimius in veritate, & fimilitudinis quam 
«© pulchritudinis amantior ;” more ftudious of likenefs than of 


beauty. 


Tuoucu the maxims of the Duke pe La RocuEroucautt, 
another fafhionable philofopher, are written with expreffive ele- 
gance, and with nervous brevity, yet I muft be pardoned for af- 
firming, that he who labours to leffen the dignity of human 
nature, deftroys many efficacious motives for practifing worthy 
actions, and deferves ill of his fellow-creatures, whom he paints 
in dark and difagreeable colouts. As the opinions of men ufually 
contract a tincture from the circumftances and conditions of their 
lives, it is eafy to difcern the chagrined courtier, in the fatire 
which this polite mifanthrope has compofed on his own {pecies. 
According to his gloomy and uncomfortable fyftem, virtue is 
merely the refult of temper and conftitution, of chance or of 
vanity, of fafhion or the fear of lofing reputation. Thus hu- 
manity is brutalized; and every high and generous principle is 
reprefented as Imaginary, romantic, and chimerical ; reafon, 
which by fome is too much aggrandized and almoft. deified, is 
here degraded into an abject flave of appetite and paffion, and 
deprived even of her juft and indifputable authority. As a 
Chriftian, and as a man, I defpife, I deteft {uch principles. 


RocHEFOUCAULT, to give a fmartnefs and fhortnefs to his 
fentences, frequently makes ufe of the antithefis, a mode of 
{peaking the moft tirefome and difgufting of any, by the fame- 


nefs and fimilarity of the periods. And fometimes, in order to 
kcep 
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kecp up the point, he negleéts the propriety and juftnefs of the 
fentiment, and grofly contradicts himfelf. ‘ Happinefs,” fays he, 
“ confifis in the tafte, and not in the things: and it is by enjoy- 
“ing what a man loves, that he becomes happy; not by having 
‘© what others think defirable.” The obvious doétrine contained 
in this refleGtion, is the great power of imagination with regard 
to felicity. But adds the reflector, in a following maxim, “ We 
«« are never fo happy, or fo miferable, as we imagine ourfelves 
« tg be.” Which is certainly a plain and palpable contradiction 
of the foregoing opinion: and of fuch contradictions many in- 
ftances might be alleged in this admired writer, which evidently 
fhew that he had not digefted his thoughts with philofophical 
exactnefs and precifion. 


Bur the charatters of La Bruyere deferve to be fpoken of 
in far different terms. They are drawn with fpirit and pro- 
priety, without a total departure from nature and refemblance, as 
fometimes is the cafe in pretended pictures of life. Ina few in- 
{tances only he has failed, by overcharging his portraits with 
many ridiculous features that ‘cannot exift together in one fubject ; 
as in the character of Menalcas the abfent man, which though 
applauded by one of my predeceffors, is furely abfurd, and falfe 
to nature. ‘This author appears to be a warm admirer of virtue, 
and a fteady promoter of her intereft: he was neither afhamed of 
Chriftianity, nor afraid to defend it: accordingly, few have ex- 
pofed the folly and abfurdity of modifh infidels, with fo much 
folidity and pleafantry united: he difdained to facrifice truth to 
levity and licentiou{nefs. Many of his characters are perfonal, 
and contain allufions, of which we cannot be fenfible at prefent. 
It is indeed the fate of perfonal fatire to perifh with the generation 
in which it is written: many artful ftrokes in THEOPHRASTUS 
himfelf, perhaps, appear coarfe or infipid, which the Athentans 
looked upon with admiration. A different age and different na- 
tion render us incapable of relifhing many beauties in the //- 
chymift of JOHNSON, and in the Don Quixote of CERVANTES. 


SAINT 
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_ Satnr Evremonp is a florid and verbofe trifler, without ao- 
velty or folidity in his reflections. ‘What more can be expected 
‘from one, who propefed the diffolute and affected Perronius for 
‘his model in writing and living? 


As the -corruption of our tafte is not of equal confequyence 
swith ‘the depravation of our virtue, I fhall not {pend fo much 
‘timé on the -critics, as t have done on the moralifts of France, 


oe admirably San, the moft senslan among them, ‘was 
-qualified to fit in judgment upon Homer and Tuucipypes, De- 
MOSTHENES and PLaTo, may be gathered from an anecdote pre- 
‘ferved by Menace, who affirms upon his own knowledge, that 
LeFevre of Saumur facnifhed this affuming critic with the 
‘Greek .paflages he had occafion to-cite; Rapin himfelf being to- 
tally ignorant of that language. The cenfutes and the commenda- 
‘tions this writer ‘beftows, .are general and.indifcriminate ; without 
Ipecifying the reafons-of his. approbation or diflike, and without 
alleging the paffages that may fupport his opinion: whereas juft 
criticifm demands, not only that every beauty or. blemifh be mé- 
nutely pointed out in its different degree and kind, but alfo. that 
the reafon and foundation of excellencies and faults be accurately 
.a{certained. 3 


Bossv is ufually and juftly placed at the head of the -com- 
mentators on ARISTOTLE’s poetics, which certainly he underftood 
and explained in a more mafterly manner than either Benr or 
CasTELVETRO: but in ene or two inftances he has indulgéd a 
love of fubtilty and groundlefs refinement. That I may not be 
accufed of a kind of hatred againft all the French critics; I would 
obferve, that this learned writer merits the attention and diligent 
perufal of the true fcholar. What I principally admire in Bossu, 
is the regularity of his plan, and the exactnefs of his method : 


Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place, 

All rang’d in order, and difpos’d with grace ; 

Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe, 

But to be found when need requires with cafe, Pops. 


Bru- 
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-Brumoy has difplayed the excellencies of the Greek Tragedy 


‘ma judicious and ‘comprehenfive manner. His tranflations are 
faithful and elegant; and the analyfis of thofe plays, which on 
-account of fome circumftances in antient manners, would thock 
the readers of this age, and would not therefore bear an entire 
verfion, is perfpicuous and fall. Of all his countrymen, he alone 
has had the juftice'to confefs, or perhaps the penetration to per- 
ceive, in what inftances CorNErLLe and Racine have falfified 
and modernized the characters, and over-loaded with unneceflary 
intrigues the fimple plots of the ANTIENTs. 


LET noone, however, deceive himfelf, in thinking that he 
‘can gain a competent knowledge either of ARIsToTLe or So- 
PHOCLES, from Bossu or Brumoy, how excellent foever thefe 
two commentators may be. To contemplate thefe exalted ge- 
niufes through fuch mediums, is like beholding the orb of the 
fun, during an eclipfe, in a veffel of water. But let him eagerly 
prefs forward to the great originals: ‘ juvet integros accedere 
¢ fontes.” Let him remember, that the GREcIAN writers alone, 
both critics and poets, are the beft mafters to teach (in Mitron’s | 
emphatical ftyle) ‘* What the laws are of a true epic poem, what 
** of a dramatic, what of a lyric; what decorum is; which is the 
‘* grand mafter-piece to obferve. This would make ‘them foon 
‘© perceive, what defpicable creatures our common rhymers and 
“© play-wrights be; and fhew them, what religious, what glorious 
‘© and magnificent ufe might be made of poetry, both in divine 
‘© and human things,” 
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To be continued on TUESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, April 28, 1753. 


Quicunque turpi fraude femel innotuit, 
Etiamfi vera dicit, amittit fidem. PHD. 


M4 HEN ARISTOTLE was once afked, what a 
man could gain by uttering falfehoods ; he re- 
“q Plied, ‘* not to be credited when he thall tell 
| wf 3 “© the truth.” 


Tue character of a liar is at once fo hateful 
and contemptible, that even of thofe who have loft their vir- 
tue it might be expected, that from the violation of truth they 

| Ddd | fhould 


2096 THE ADVENTURER. Naso, 


fhould be reftrained by their pride. Almoft every other vice that 
difgraces human nature, may be kept in countenance by applaufe 
and affociation: The -corruptor of virgin innocence fees himfelf 
envied by the men, and at leaft not detefted by the women: 
‘The drunkard may eafily unite with beings, devoted like him- 
felf to noify merriment or filent infenfibility, whe will celebrate 
his victories over the novices of intemperance, boaft themfelves 
the companions of his prowefs, and tell with rapture-of the mul- 
titudes whom ‘unfuccefsful emulation has hurried to the grave: 
Even the robber and the cut-throat-have their followers, who ad- 
mire their addrefs and intrepidity, their ftratagems of rapine, and 
their fidelity to the gang. 


Tue liar, and only the liar, 1s invariably and wniverfally de- 
{pifed, abandoned, and difowned; he has no domeftic confola- 
tions which he can oppofe to the cenfure of mankind ; he can re- 
tire to no fraternity where his crimes may ftand in the place of 
virtues; but is given up to the hiffes of the multitude, without 
friend and without apologift. It is the pecaliar condition of falfe- 
hood, to be equally detefted by the good and bad: “ The devils,” 
fays Sir THomas Brown, “‘ do not teil tes to one another ; for 


“‘ truth is neceffary to all focieties; nor can the fociety of hell 
< fubfift without it.” 


Ir is natural to expect, that a crime thus generally detefted, 
fhould be generally avoided; at leaft, that none fhould expofe 
himfelf to unabated and unpitied infamy, without an adequate 
temptation ; and that to guilt fo eafily detected, and fo fe- 
verely punifhed, an adequate temptation would not readily be 
found. 


Yer 


No.so0 THE ADVENTURER. 207 


YeT {fo it is, that in defiance of cenfure and contempt, truth 


is frequently violated ; and fcarcely the moft vigilant and unre- 


mitted circumfpection will fecure him that mixes with mankind, 
from being hourly deceived by men of whom it can fcarcely be 
imagined, that they mean any injury to him, or profit to them- 
felves; even where the fubject of converfation could not have been 
expected to put the paffions in motion, or to have excited either 
hope or fear, or zeal or malignity, fufficient to induce any man to 
put his reputation in hazard, however little fre might value it, or 
to overpower the love of truth, however weak might be its in- 


fluence. 


Tue cafuifts have very diligently diftinguifhed lyes into their 
feveral clafles, according to their various degrees of malignity: but 
they have, I think, generally omitted that which is moft com- 
mon, and, perhaps, not leaft mifchievous; which, fince the mo- 
ralifts have not given it a name, I fhall diftinguifh as the LvE oF 
VANITY. 


To vanity may juftly be imputed moft of the falfehoods, which 
every man perceives hourly playing upon his ear, and, perhaps, 
moft of thofe that are propagated with fuccefs. To the lye of 
‘commerce, and the lye of malice, the motive is fo apparent, that 


they are feldom negligently or implicitly received: fufpicion is al- 


ways watchful over the practices of ‘intereft ; and whatever the 


hope of gain, or defire of mifchief, can prompt one man to affert, 
another is by reafons equally cogent incited to refute. But vanity 
pleafes herfelf with fuch flight gratifications, and looks forward to 


pleafure fo remotely confequential, that her practices raife no alarm, 


and her {tratagems are not eafily difcovered, 


VANITY 
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VanirTY is, indeed, often fuffered to pafs unpurfued by fufpicion; 
becaufe he that would watch her motions, can never be at reft: 
fraud and malice are bounded in their influence; fome opportu- 
nity of time and place is neceffary to their agency; but f{carce any 
man is abftracted one moment from his vanity; and he, to whom 
truth affords no gratifications, is generally inclined to feek them in 
falfehood. | 


Ir is remarked by.Sir Kenzetm Dicsy, “that every man_ has 
‘“‘ a defire to appear fuperior to others, though it were only in 
“ having feen what they have not feen.” Such an accidental advan- 
tage, fince it neither implies merit, nor confers dignity, one would 
think fhould not be defired fo much as to be counterfeited: yet 
even this vanity, trivial as it is, produces innumerable narratives, 
all equally falfe; but more or lefs credible, in proportion to the 
fkill or confidence of the relator. How many may a man of diffu- 
five converfation count among his acquaintances, whofe lives have 
been fignalifed by numberlefs efcapes; who never crofs the river 
but in a ftorm, or take a journey into the country without more 
adventures than befel the knight-errants of antient times, in path- 
lefs forefts or enchanted caftles! How many muft he know to 
whom portents and prodigies are of daily occurrence; and for 
whom nature is hourly working wonders invifible to every other 


eye, only to fupply them with fubjects of converfation ! 


Oruers there are that amufe themfelves with the diffemination 
of falfehood, at greater hazard of detection and difgrace; men 
marked out by fome lucky planet for univerfal confidence and 
triendfhip, who have been confulted in every difficulty, entrufted 
with every fecret, and fummoned to every tranfaction: it is the 
fupreme felicity of thefe men, to ftun all companies with noify 

infor- 
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information; to ftill doubt, and overbear oppofition, with certain 
knowledge or authentic intelligence. <A liar of this kind, with a 
ftrong memory or brifk imagination, is often the oracle of an obfcure 
club, and till time difcovers his inipoftures, dictates to his hearers 
with uncontrouled authority ; for if a public queftion be ftarted, 
he was prefent at the debate ; if a new fafhion be mentioned, he 
was at court the firft day of its appearance; if a new performance 
ef literature draws the attention of the public, he has patronifed 
the author, and feen his work in manufcript; if a criminal of emi- 
ence be condemned to die, he often predicted his fate, and endea- 
voured his reformation : and who that lives at a diftance from the 
fcene of action, will dare to contradict a man, who reports from 
his own eyes and ears, and to whom all perfons and affairs are thus 


intimately known ? 


Tus kind of falfehood is generally fuccefsful for atime, becaufe 
it is pratifed at firft with timidity and caution: but the’ profperity 
of the liar is of fhort duration; the reception of one ftory, 1s always 
an incitement to the forgery of another lefs probable; and he goes 
-on to triumph over tacit credulity, till pride or reafon rifes up againft 
him, and his companions will no longer endure to fee him wifer 


than themfelves. 


Ir is apparent, that the inventors of all thefe fictions intend fome 
exaltation of themfelves, and are led off by the purfuit of honour 
from their attendance upon truth: their narratives always imply 
fome conféquence in favour of their courage, their fagacity or their 
activity, their familiarity with the learned, or their reception amon g 
the great; they are always bribed by the prefent pleafure of 
feeing themfelves {uperior to thofe that furround them, and receiving 


the homage of filent attention and envious admiration. 
| But 
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Bur vanity is fometimes incited to fiction, by lefs-vifible gra. 
tifications: the prefent age abounds with a race of liars, who are 
content with the confcioufnefs of falfehood, and whofe pride -is to 
deceive others without any gain or glory to themfelves. Of this 
tribe it is the fupreme pleafure to.remark a lady in the play-houfe 
or the park, and to publifh, under the character of a man {ud- 
denly enamoured, an advertifement in the news of the-next day, 
containing a minute defcription of her perfon and her drefs; from 
this artifice, indeed, no other effect can be expected than perturba- 
tions which the writer can never fee, and conjectures of which he 
can never be informed. Some mifchief, however, he hopes he has 
done: and to have done mifchief, is of fome importance. He fets 
his invention to work again, and produces a narrative of a robbery, 
or a murder, with all the circumftances of time and place ac- 
curately adjufted: this is a jeft of greater effect and longer dura- 
tion: if he fixes his fcene at a proper diftance, he may for feveral 
days keep a wife in terror for her hufband, or a-mother for her fon; 
and pleafe himfelf with reflecting, that by his abilities and addrefs, 
{ome addition is made to the miferies of life. 


TueERE is, I think, an antient law in Scotland, by which kafing- 
making was capitally punifhed. I am, indeed, far from defiring to 
increafe in this kingdom the number of executions: yet I cannot 
but think, that they who dcftroy the confidence of fociety, weaken 
the credit of intelligence, and interrupt the fecurity of life; harrafs 
the delicate with fhame, and perplex the timorous with alarms; 
might very properly be awakened to a fenfe of their crimes, by 
denunciations of a whipping poft or pillory: fince many are fo in- 
fenfible of right and wrong, that they have no ftandard of action 
but the law; nor feel guilt, but as they dread punifhment. | 
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Si quid ex Pindari, Flaccive dichs fuerit interjetlum, fplendet 
oratio; 8 fordefcit, fi quid e facris Pfalmss apte fuerit attextum? 
An Libri Spiritis caleftis affati proditi fordent nobis pra feriptss 
Homeri, Euripidis, aut Ennit. | ERASMUS. 


To the ADVENTURER. 

SIR, | _ | | 
FOURIER HSS N the library of the Benedictine Monks at Ly- 

‘aN ons, has lately been difcovered a moft curious 
“-7-sn manufcript of the celebrated Loncinus. AsI 
HS US lee know you will eagerly embrace every opportu- 
Cae Ga nity of contributing to promotes, or rather re- 
al akts S6855< 2 vive, a reverence and love for the SACRED 
Writines, I fend you the following extract tranflated from 
this extraordinary work. 
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My dear TERENTIANUS, 


OU may remember that in my treatife on the fublime, I 

quoted a ftriking example of it from Moses the Jewith law- 
giver; ‘ Let there be light, and there was light.” I have fince 
met with a large volume tranflated into Greek by the order of Pto- 
lomy, containing all the religious opinions, the civil laws and cuf- 
toms, of that fingular and unaccountable people. And to confefs 
the truth, I am greatly aftonifhed at the incomparable elevation 
of its ftile, and the fupreme grandeur of its images; many of 
which excell the utmoft efforts of the moft exalted geniuffes of 
Greece. 


AT the appearance of GOD, the mountains and the forefts 
do not only tremble as in Homer, but ‘ are melted down like 
‘© wax at his prefence.” He rides not on a fwift chariot over the 
level waves like Neptune, but ‘“ comes flying upon the wings of 
«¢ the wind: while the floods clap their hands, and the hills and 
“© forefts, and earth and heaven,-all exult together before their 
“ Lord.” And how. doft thou conceive, my friend, the exalted 
idea of the univerfal prefence of the infinite M1np can be ex- 
prefled, adequately to the dignity of the fubje¢t, but in the fol- 
lowing manner f—‘* Whither fhall I go from thy prefence ? If I 
“ climb up into heaven, thou art there! If I go down to hell, lo, 
** thou art there alfo! If I take wings, and fly toward the morning, 
<< or remain in the uttermoft parts of the weftern ocean; even there 
_* glfo”—the poet does not fay “I thall find thee,” but far more 
forcibly and emphatically“ thy right hand fhall hold me.” With 
what majefty and magnificence is the CREATOR of the world, 
before whom the whole univerfe is reprefented as nothing, nay, 
lefs than nothing and vanity, introduced making the following 
fublime inquiry? “ Who hath meafured the waters in the hollow 
8 of his hand? and meted out heaven with a fpan, and compre- 
** hended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and weighed the 
= monntains im {cales, and the hills in a balance?” Produce me, 
TERENTIANUS, any image or defcription in PLato himfelf, f 
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truly elevated and divine! Where did thefe barbarians Jearn to 
{peak of GOD, in terms that alone appear worthy of him?-How 
contemptible and vile are the deities of Homer and Hesrop, in 
comparifon of this JE HO VAH of the illiterate Jews ; before 
whom (to ufe this poet’s own words) all other Gods are “ as a 
“ drop of a bucket, and are counted as the {mall duft of the ba- 
“© lancet” 


Hap I been acquainted with this wonderful volume, while I 
was writing my treatife on the Patuetic, I could have enriched 
my work with many ftrokes of eloquence, more irrefiftibly mo- 
ving than any I have borrowed from our three great tragedians, 
or even from the tender Srmonrpes himfelf. The fame Moses I 
formerly mentioned, relates the hiftory of a youth fold into capti- 
vity by his brethren, in a manner fo deeply interefting, with fo 
many little ftrokes of nature and paffion, with fuch penetrating 
knowledge of the human heart, with fuch various and unexpected 
changes of fortune, and with fuch a ftriking and important dif- 
covery, as cannot be read without aftonifhment and tears: and 
which, I am almoft confident, ARisToTLe would have preferred 
to the ftory of his admired OE prpus, for the artificial manner in 
which the Recognition (éaydens) is effected, emerging gradually 
from the incidents and circumftances of the ftory itfelf,-and not 
from things extrinfical and uneffential to the fable. 


In another part, we are prefented with a picture of a man moft 
‘virtuous and upright, who for the trial and exercife of his fortitude 
and patience, is hurled down from the fummits of felicity, into 
the loweft depths of diftrefs and defpair.’ Were ever forrow and 
mifery and compaffion exprefled more forcibly and feelingly, than 
by the behaviour of his friends, who when they firft difcovered him 
in this altered condition, deftitute, afflicted, tormented, — * fat 
« down with him upon the ground feven days, and feven nights; 
« and none fpake a word unto him, for they faw that his grief was 
' very great.” Let us candidly confefs, that this noble paffage i ig 
equal if not fuperior to that celebrated defcription of parental 
forrow in Ascuytus; where that venerable father of tragedy, 

whofe 


304 THE ADVENTURER. No.st. 


‘whofe fire and enthufiafm fometimes force him forwards to the 
very borders of improbability, has in this inftance juftly repre- 
‘fented Niose fitting difconfolately three days together upon the 
tomb of her children, covered with a-veil, and obferving a pro- 
found filence. Such filences have fomething more affecting, and 
more ftrongly expreflive of paffion, than the moft artful {peeches. 
In Sopuocies, when the unfortunate Der Anrra difcovers her mif- 
take in having fent a poifoned veftment to her hufband Hercutes, 
her furprize and forrow are unfpeakable, and fhe anfwers not her 
fon who acquaints her with the difafter, but goes off the ftage without 
uttering a fyllable. A writer unacquainted with nature and the 
heart, would have put into her mouth twenty florid lambics, ia 
which fhe would bitterly have bewailed her misfortunes, and in- 
formed the fpectators that fhe was going to die. 


In reprefenting likewife the defolation and deftruCtion of the 
cities of BABYLon and Tyre, thefe Jewifh writers have afforded 
many inftances of true pathos. One of them exprefies the extreme 
diftrefs occafioned by a famine, by this moving circumftance: 
«© The tongue of the fucking child cleaveth to the roof of his 
“ mouth for thirft ; the young children afk bread, and no man 
“* breaketh it unto them: the hands of the pitiful women have 
«© fodden their own children.” Which tender-and affecting ftroke 
reminds me of the picture of a facked city by ArisTipes the 
Theban, on which we have fo often gazed with inexpreffible 
delight: that great artift has expreffed the concern of a bleeding 
and dying mother, left her infant who is creeping to her fide, 
fhould lick the blood that flows from her breaft and miftake it 
for her milk. 


| In the ninth book of the Iliad, Homer reprefents the horrors of 
a conquered city, by faying, that her heroes fhould be flain, her 
palaces overthrown, her matrons ravifhed, and her whole race 
enflaved. But one of thefe Jewith poets, by a fingle circumftance 
has far more emphatically pointed out the utter defolation of 
Babylon: ‘ I will make a man more precious than fine gold; 
4« even a-fingle perfon than the golden wedge of Ophir.” 


WHat 
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Wuar feems to be principally excellent in thefe writers, is 
their {election of fuch adjuncts and circumftances, upon each fub- 


ject, as are beft calculated to ftrike the imagination and. embellith 


their defcriptions. Thus, they think it not enough to fay, % that 
«¢ Babylon, the glory of kingdoms fhall never more be inhabited ;” 
but they add a picturefque ftroke, “neither fhall the Arabian 
** pitch his tent there: The wild beafts of the iflands fhall cry in 
<« their defolate houfes, and dragons in their pleafant palaces.” 


You have heard me frequently obferve, how much vifions or 
images, by which a writer feems to behold objects that are abfent, or 
even non-exiftent, contribute to the true fublime. For.this reafon I 
have ever admired Minerva’s {peech in the fifth book of the Iliad, 
where fhe tells her favourite Diomed, “ that fhe will purge his eyes 
‘© from the mifts of mortality, and give him power clearly to 
<< difcern the Gods that were at that time affifting the Trojans, 
«« that he might not be guilty of the impiety of wounding any of 
‘“‘ the celeftial beings, Venus excepted.” Obferve the fuperior 
{trength and livelinefs of the following image: “JEHOVAH 
(the tutelar God of the Jews) “* opened the eyes of the young 
<< man, and he faw; and behold, the mountain was full of horfes, 
«¢ and chariots of fire round about him!” 


Do we ftart, and tremble, and turn pale, when Orestes 
exclaims that the furies are rufhing forwards to feize him? and 
{hall we be lefs affected with the writer, who breaks out into the 
following queftion? ‘‘ Who is this that cometh from Edom with 
“dyed garments from Bofra? this that is glorious in his apparel, 
“ travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength? — It is the avenging 


~ God of the oppreffed Jews, whom the poet imagines he beholds, and 


whofe anfwer follows: ‘* I that am mighty to fave.” ‘© Wherefore,” 
refumes the poet, ‘ art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments 
‘¢ like him that treadeth in the wine-fat?” ‘I have trodden the wine 
“* prefs alone,” anfwers the God ; ‘and of the people there was none 
“ with me: for I will tread them in mine anger and trample them 
“ in my fury, and their blood fhall be fprinkled upon my garments, 


“© and 
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‘¢ and I will ftain all my raiment.” Another writer, full of the idea 
of that deftruction with which his country was threatened, cries 
out, “ how long fhall I fee the ftandard, and hear the found of 
«< the trumpet!” And to reprefent total defolation, he adds, «| 
*< beheld the earth, and 4o! it was without form and void; and 
*« the heavens, and they had no light.” 


Axove all, I am marvelloufly ftruck with the beauty and bold- 
nefs of the PRosopop#1as, and the rich variety of comparifons, 
with which every page of thefe extraordinary writings abound. 
When I fhall have pointed out a few of thefe to your view, I thall 
think your curiofity will be fufficiently excited to perufe the book 
itfelf from which they aredrawn. And do not fuffer yourfelf to 
be prejudiced again{ft it, by the reproaches, raillery and fatire, 
which I know my friend and difciple PorPuyry is perpetually 
pouring upon the Jews. Farewell. 
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SATURDAY, Mgy 5, 1753. 


He nuge feria ducent 
, In mala derifum. Hor. 


To the ApvENTURER. 


SIR, 
Be ae “3s HAT every man is happy in proportion as he 
SS] fg a; is virtuous, was once my favourite principle: I 


%@ advanced and defended it in all companies; and 
= as the laft effort of my genius in its behalf, I 
contrived a feries of events by which it was 
7*.¢ illuftrated and eftablifhed: and that J might 
bs Sk Zee) fubftitute action for narrative, and decorate 
—e fentiment with the beauties of poetry, I regu- 
lated my ftory by the rules of the drama, and with great applica- 
tion and labour wrought it into a tragedy. ; 

WHEN it was finifhed, I fate down like Hercules after his la- 
bours, exulting in the paft and enjoying the future by anticipation. 
I read it to every friend who — me with a vifit; and when 

f I 
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I went abroad, I always put it into my pocket. Thus it became 
-known to a circle that was always increafing; and was at length 
mentioned with fuch commendation to a very great lady, that the 
‘was pleafed to favour me with a meflage by which I was invited to 
‘breakfaft at nine the next morning, and acquainted that a {elect com- 
pany would then expect the pleafure of hearing me read my play. 
I now reflected with great felf complacence, upon the general 
‘complaint that genius was without patronage; and concluded, that 
all who had been negleéted were unworthy of notice. I believed 
that my own elevation was not only certain but near; and that the 
reprefentation of my play would be fecured by a meflage to the 
manager, which would render the mortifying drudgery of folicita- 
tion and attendance unneceffary. | 
ELatep with thefe expectations, I rofe early in the morning; 
and being dreffed long before it was time to fet out, I amufed my- 
felf by repeating the favourite paffages of my tragedy aloud, forming 
polite anfwers to the compliments that fhould be made me, and 
adjufting the ceremony of my vifit. 
I obferved the time appointed with fuch punctuality, that I 
-knocked at the door while the clock was ftriking. Orders had 
been given for my admittance; and the porter being otherwife en- 
- gaged, it happened that the fervant whofe place it was to introduce 
me, opened the door in his ftead, and upon hearing my name ad- 
vanced directly before me into the room; fo that no difcovery was 
made of an enormous queiie of brown paper, which fome mil- 
cheivous brat had with a crooked pin hung between the two locks 
of my major perriwig. I followed the valet into a magnificent 
apartment, where after I had got within a very large Indian fcreen 
I found five ladies and a gentleman. 
I was a little difconcerted in my firft addrefs, by the refpe@ that 
was fhewn me and the curiofity with which I was regarded: how- 
ever, I made my general obeyfance, and addrefling my/felf in par- 
ticular to the elder of the ladies whom I confidered as my patro- 
nefs, I expreffed my fenfe of the honour fhe had done me in a 
fhort {peech which I had preconceived for the purpofe; but I was 
immediately informed, that the lady whofe favour I had acknow- 
ledged was not yet come down: this miftake increafed my confu- 
fion; ‘for as I could not again repeat the fame words, I reflected, 
that I fhould be at laft unprepared for the occafion on which they 
were to have been ufed. The company all this while continued 
ftanding: I therefore haftily turned about, to reconnoitre my chair, 
but the moment I was feated, I perceived every one labouring to 
ftifle a laugh. JI inftantly fufpected that I had committed fome 
ridiculous indecorum, and I attempted to apologize for I knew not 
what offence; but after fome hefitation, my extreme fenfibility 
ftruck me f{peechlefs, The gentleman, however, kindly aa 
; e 
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the caufe of their merriment, by exclaiming againft the rude licen- 
tioufnefs of the vulgar, and at the fame time taking from behind 
me the pendulous reproach to the honours of my head. This dif- 
covery afforded me inexpreffiole relief, my paper ‘ramellic was 
thrown into the fire, and I joined in the laugh which it produced: 
but I was ftill embarraffed by the confequences of my miftake, and 
expected the lady by whom I had been invited, with folicitude 
and apprehenfion. 

_ Wuen fhe came in, the deference with which fhe was treated 
by perfons who were fo much my fuperiors, ftruck me with awe; 
my powers of recollection were fufpended, and I refolved to ex~ 
prefs my fentiments only by the lownefs of my bow and the di- 
ftance of my behaviour: I therefore haftily retreated backward; 
and at the fame time bowing with the moft profound reverence, 
unhappily overturned the fcreen, which in its fall threw down 
the breakfaft table, broke all the china, and crippled the lap-dog, 
In the midft of this ruin I ftood torpid in filence and amazement, 
ftunned with the fhrieks of the ladies, the yelling of the dog, and 
the clattering of the china ; and while 1 confidered myfelf as the 
author of fuch complicated mifchief, I believe I felt as keen an- 
guith as he, who with a halter about his neck looks up, while the 
other end of it is faftening to a gibbet. 

Tue fcreen, however, was foon replaced, and the broken china 
removed; and though the dog was the principal objeét of atten- 
tion, yet the lady fometimes adverted to me: fhe politely defired 
that I would confider the accident as of no confequence; the 
china fhe faid was a trifle, and fhe hoped Pompey was more 
frighted than hurt. I made fome apology, but with great con- 
fufion and incoherence : at length, however, we were again f{eated, 
and breakfaft was brought in. 

I was extremely mortified to perceive, that the difcourfe turned 
wholly upon the virtues of Pompey, and the confequences of his 
hurt: it was examined with great attention and folicitude, and 
found to be a razure of the fkin the whole length of one of his 
fore legs. After fome topical application, his cufhion was placed 
in the corner by his lady, upon which he lay down, and indeed 
whined piteoufly. 

I was beginning to recover from my perplexity, and had juft 
made an attempt to introduce a new fubject of converfation, when 
cafting my eye downward I was again thrown into extreme con- 
fufion, by feeing fornething hang from the fore part of my chair, 
which I imagined to be a portion of my fhirt ; though indeed it 
was no other than the corner of a napkin on which I fat, and 
which during the confufion produced by the fall of the fkreen had 
been left in the chair. | a 
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" My -embarraffment was foen difcovered, though the caufe was 
miftaken ; and the lady hoping to remove it, by giving me an 
opportunity to difplay my abilitics without the reftraint of cere- 
mony, requefted that I would now give her the pleafure which the 
: jhad impatiently expected, and read my play. 

My play, therefore, I was obliged to produce, and having 
found an opportunity haftity to button up the corner of the nap- 
kin while the manufcript lay open in my lap, I began to read: 
and though my voice was at firft languid, tremulous, and irrefo- 
lute, yet my attention was at length drawn from my fituation to 
my fubject; I pronounced with greater emphafis and propriety, 
and I began to watch for the effects which I expected to produce 
upon my auditors: but I was extremely mortified to find, that 
whenever I paufed to give room for a remark or an encomium, the 
interval was filled with an ejaculation of pity for the dog, who ftill 
continued to whine upon his cufhion, and was lamented in thefe 
affectionate and pathetic terms—‘‘ Ah! poor, dear, pretty, tttle 
“<< creature.” 

Ir happened, however, that by fome incidents in the fourth 
a&t the paffions were apparently interefted, and I was juft ex- 
ulting in my fuccefs, when the lady who fate next me unhappily 
opening her fnuff box, which was not effected without fome difh- 
culty, the duft that flew up threw me intoa fit of {neezing, which 
inftantly caufed my upper lip to put me again out of countenance: 
I therefore haftily felt for my handkerchief, and it was not with 
lefs emotion than if I had feen a ghoft, that I difcovered it had 
been picked out of my pocket. In the mean time the opprobrious 
effufion defcended like an icicle to my chin; and the eyes of the 
company, which this accident had drawn upon me, were now 
turned away with looks which fhewed that their pity was not proof 
again{t the ridicule of my diftrefs. What 1 fuffered at this moment, 
can neither be expreffed nor conceived: I turned my head this 
way and that in the anguifh of my mind, without knowing what 
I fought ; and at laft holding up my manufcript before my face, I 
was compelled to make ufe of the end of my neckloth, which I 
again buttoned into my bofom. After many painful efforts I 
proceeded in my lecture, and again fixed the attention of my 
hearers. The fourth act was finifhed, and they expreffed great im- 
patience to hear the cataftrophe : 1 therefore began the fifth with 
frefh confidence and vigour ; but before I had read a page, I was 
interrupted by two gentlemen of great quality, profeffors of 
Buckifm, who came with a defign to wait upon the ladies to an 
auction. 

I rofe up with the reft of the company when they came in ; but 
what was my aftonifhment, to perceive the napkin, which I had 
unfortunately fecured by one corner, hang down from my waitt : 

the 
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the ground! from this dilemma, however, I was delivered by the 
noble Buck who ftood neareft to me; who {wearing an oath of 
aftonifhment, twitched the napkin from me, and throwing it to 
the fervant, told him that he had redeemed it from the rats, who 
were dragging it by degrees into a place where he would never 
have looked for it. The young ladies were fcarce lefs confounded 
at this accident than I; and the noble matron herfelf was fome- 
what difconcerted: fhe faw my extreme confufion, and thought 
fit to apologize for her coufin’s behaviour ; ‘‘ he is a wild boy, Sir,” 
fays fhe, ‘* he plays thefe tricks with every body ; but it is his way, 
“ and no body minds it.” When we were once more feated, the 
Bucks, upon the peremptory refufal of the ladies to go out, de- 
clared they would ftay and hear the laft a& of my tragedy: I was 
therefore requefted to goon; and though I now heartily wifhed 
to be excufed, I was at length obliged to comply. 

I was much pleafed and furprized at the attention with which 
my new auditors feemed to liften as I went on: the dog was now 
filent; 1 increafed the pathos of my voice in proportion as I 
afcended the climax of diftrefs, and flattered myfelf that poetry 
and truth would be ftill victorious: but juft at this crifis, the gen- 
tleman, who had difengaged me from the napkin, defired me to 
{top half a moment; fomething, he faid, had juft ftarted into his 
mind, which if he did not communicate he might forget: then | 
turning to his companion, “ Jack,” fays he, ‘‘ there was fold in 
“* Smithfield no longer ago than laft Saturday, the largeft ox that 
“* ever I beheld in my life.” The ridicule of this malicious apo- 
ftrophe was fo ftriking, that pity and decorum gave way, and my 
patronefs herfelf burft into laughter: upon me, indeed, it pro- 
duced a very different effect ; for if I had been detected in an un- 
fuccefsful attempt to pick a pocket, I could not have felt more 
fhame, confufion and anguifh. The laughter into which the com- 
pany had been furprized, was, however, immediately f{uppreffed, 
and a fevere cenfure paffed upon the perfon who produced it. To 
atone for the mortification which I had fuffered, the ladies ex- 
prefied the utmoft impatience to hear the conclufion, and I was 
encouraged by repeated encomiums to proceed: but though I 
once more attempted to recollect myfelf, and again began the 
{peech in which I had been interrupted, yet my thoughts were ftill 
diftracted; my voice faltered, and I had {carce breath to finifh 
_ the firft period. | 

This was remarked by my tormenter the Buck, who fuddenly 
{natching the manufcript out of my hands, declared that I did not 
do my play juftice, and that he would finifh it himfelf. He thea 
began to read; but the affected gravity of his countenance, the un- 
natural tone of his voice, and the remembrance of his late anecdote 
of the ox, excited fenfations that were incompatible both with pry 

an 
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‘and ‘terror, and readered me extremely wretched by keeping the 
.campany perpetually on the brink of laughter. 

In the action of my play, virtue had been fuftained by her own 
dignity, and exulted in the enjoyment of intellectual and -indepen- 
-dant happinefs, during a feries of-external calamitics that terminated 
-in death; and vice, by the fuccefs of her own projects, had been 
‘betrayed into fhame perplexity and-confufion: thefe events were in- 
‘deed natural; and therefore I poctically inferred, with all the con- 
“fidence of demonitratien, that “‘ the torments ef Tartarus, and the 
“© felicity of Elyfium, were not neceffary to the juftification of the 
‘© Gods; fince whatever inequality might be pretended in the dif- 
‘* tribution of externals, peace is fill the prerogative of virtue, and 
'€ intellectual mifery can be inflicted only by guilt.” 

Burt the intellectual mifery which I fuffered at the very moment 
when this favourite fentiment was read, produced an irrefi{tible con- 
viction that it was falfe; becaufe, except the dread of that punith- 
ment which I had indirectly denied, 1 felt all the torment that 
could be inflicted by. guilt. In the profecution of an undertaking 
which | believed to. be virtuous, peace had been driven from. my heart, 
by the concurrence of accidens with the vices-of others; and the mi- 
fery that I fuffered, fuddenly propagated itfelf; for not only en- 
joyment but hope was now at an end: my play upon which both 
had depended, was overturned from its foundation ;- and I was fo 

‘much affected that d took my leave with the abrupt hafte of dif 
. tyefsand perplexity. 1 had no concern about what fhould be faid 

>of me when I was departed ; and, perhaps, at the moment when 

I went out of the houfe, there was not in the world any human 
‘being:more wretched than myfelf. The next morning when I re- 
‘flected coolly wpoa thefe events, J] would willingly have recanciled 
™my experience with my principles, even at the expence .of my 
morals. 1 would have {uppofed that my defire of approbation was 
inordinate, and that a virtuous indifference about the opinien of 
others would have prevented all my diftrefs; but } was compelled 
to. acknowledge, that-to acquire this indifference ‘was not poflible, 
and that-no man becomes vicious by not effecting impoffibilities: 
there may-be heights of virtue beyond our-reach; ‘but to be vicious, 
we mutt either do fomething from which we have power to abftain, 
or neglect fomething which we have power to do: there remained, 
therefore, no expedient to.recaver any part of the credit I had loft, 
but fctting a truth, which I had newly difcovered by means fo 
extraordinary, in a new light; and with this view I am a candidate 
for a place in the ADVENTURER. 


Jam, SIR, your's, -&c 


DRAMAT CUS. 
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| TUESDAY, Magy 8, 1753. 
EEE eee eT NCR OSE TOE RE OLE NOT TE 
Quifque fucs patimur Manes, Vira. 
STR, 
Rey ag N confequence of my engagemenits, I addrefs 
% you once more from the habitations of mifery, 
& 2 In this place, from which bufineds and pleafure 
} ¥34 ‘are equally excluded, and in which our only 
EAN ee “ “employment and diverfion is to hear the narra- 
‘tives‘of each other, I might much fooner have 
gathered materials for.a letter, had Imot hoped to have been re- 
minded ‘of ‘my promife: bat fince I find myfelf placed in the re- 
gions of oblivion, where I arn no lefs neglected by you, than by the 
seft of mankind, I refolyed no longer to wait for folicitation, but 
Ggeg Kole 
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{tole early this evening from between gloomy fullenef$ and riotous | 


merriment, to give you an account of part of my companions. 


One of the moft eminent members of our club is Mr. EDWARD | 


ScamPER, a man of whofe’ name the Olympic heroes would not’ 


- have been afhamed. Nep was born to a {mall eftate which he de- 
termined to improve, and therefore, as foon as he became of age, 
mortgaged part of his land to buy a mare and ftallion, and bred 
horfes for the courfe. He was at firft very fuccefsful, and gained 
feveral of the King’s (plates, as he is now every day boafting, at 
the expence of very little more than ten times their value. At lat 
however he difcovered, that aictory brought him.more honour than 
profit: refolving, therefore, to be rich as well as iluftrious, he reple- 
nifhed his pockets by another mortgage, became on a fudden a 


daring Better, and refolving not to truft a jockey with his fortune,” 


tode his horfe himéelf, diftanced two of his Competitors the firft 


‘heat, and at lat won the race, by forcing his horfe on a defcent 
to full {peed at the hazard of his neck. His eftate was thus repaired,. 


and fome friends that had no fouls advifed him to give over ; but 
Nesp now knew the way to niches, and therefore without caution 
increafed his expences. From this hour he talked and dreamed_ of 
nothing but a horfe race ; and rifing foon to the fummit of equel- 
trian reputation, he was conftantly expected on every courfe, divided 
all his time between lords and jockies, and as the unexperienced 
regulated their betts by his example, gained a oreat deal of money 
by laying openly on one horfe and fecretly on the other. Nep 
was now fo fure of growing rich, that he involved his eftate in a 
third mortgage, borrowed money of all his friends, and rifqued 
his whole fortune upon Bay-Lincoln. He mounted with beating 
heart, ftarted fair and won the firft heat ; but in the fecond as he 
was pufhing againft the foremoft of his rivals, his girth broke, his 

fhoulder 
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fhoulder was diflocated, and before he was difmiffed by the furgeon: 


two bailiffs faftened upon him, and he faw New-market no more. 


His daily amufement for four years has been to blow the fignal 
for ftarting, to make imaginary matches, to repeat the pedigree: 
of Bay-Lincoln, and to form refolutions againft trufting another 
groom with the choice of his girth. 


- Tue next in feniority is Mr. Trmotuy Snuce, of deep 


contrivance and impenetrable fecrecy. His father died with 
the reputation of more wealth than he poffefled : T1m, therefore, 
entered the world with a reputed fortune of ten thoufand pounds. 
Of this he very well knew that eight thoufand was imaginary ; but 
being a man of refined policy, and knowing how much honour is 
annexed to riches, he refolved never to detect his own poverty, 
but furnifhed his houfe with elegance, fcattered his money with 
profufion, encouraged every fcheme of coftly pleafure, {poke of 
petty loffes with negligence, and on the day before an execution en- 
tered his doors, had proclaimed at a public table his saaimeiien to 
be — no longer in a hackney coach. | 7 


ANOTHER of my companions is the magnanimous Jacx 
ScaTTER, the fon of .a country gentleman, who having no other 


care than to leave him rich, confidered that literature could not be 


had without expence ; mafters would not teach for nothing; and 
when 2 book was bought and read, it would fell for littl. Jack 


was, therefore, taught to read and write by the butler; and when — 


this acquifition was made, was left to pafs his days in the kitchen 
and the ftable, where he heard no crime cenfured but : covetouf- 
nefs and diftruft of poor honeft fervants, and where all the praife 
was :beftowed on good houfe-keeping and a free heart. At the 
death of his father, Jacx fet himfelf to retrieve the honour of 

his 


pi 
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‘his family.; he abandoned his cellar to ‘the ‘butler, -ordered his 
‘groom ‘to provide hay -and-cern at di{cretion; took ‘his houfe- 
‘keeper's word for the expences of the'kitchen; allowed all -his fer- 
‘vants to do ‘ther work by deputies; permitted ‘his-domettics to 
‘keep his houfe open to their relations and-acquaintance; and ia 
‘ten ‘years was conveyed hither, without having purchafed by the 
‘lofs of his patrimony either honour or pleafure, or obtained any 
‘other gratification than that of having.corrupted :the neighbouring 
-villagers by luxury.and:idlenefs. 


_ Dicx Serce was a draper in Cornhill, :and:pafled eight -years 
‘in profperous diligence, without any care ‘but -to-keep his books, 
or any ambition but to be -in time an alderman.: -but-then, by 
fome ‘unaccountable -revolution in his underftanding, he -became 
enamoured.of wit and humour, defpifed the-converfation of .pedlare 
and :ftockjobbers, and rambled every night to'the-regions. of gayety 
‘in queft of company ‘{uited to his tafte. “The-wits at‘firft Hocked 
-about him for fport, and. afterwards for intereft.; {ame found their 
‘way into ‘his ‘books, .and fome into his pockets.; the:man -of ad- 
venture was equipped ‘from his fhop for the perfuit of a fortune, 
and he had ‘fometimes.the henour to have -his fecurity accepted 
~when his -friends. were in diftrefs. Elated -with thefe affociations 
‘he foon ‘learned to neglect his fhop; and having drawn his 
money out of the funds ‘to avoid the -neceffity ef teafing men of 
honour for‘trifling debts, he has been forced at laft to -retire.hither 
till his friends.can procure:him a. poft at-court. 


ANoTHER that joins inthe famemefs is Bos ‘Cornice, whole 
‘life has .been fpent -in fitting up a houfe. -About ten years ago 
‘Bog purchafed the country habitation of a bankrupt: the mere 
ifhell of a buildmg Bos holds -no great matter, the infide is the 

teft 
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teft of elegance. Of this houfe he was no fooner mafter than he 
fummoned twenty workmen to his affiftance, tore up the floors 
and laid them anew, ftripped off the wainfcot, drew the windows 
from their frames, altered the difpofition of doors and fire places, 
and caft the whole fabric into a new form: his next care was te 
have his cielings painted, his pannels gilt, and his chimney pieces 
carved : every thing was executed by the ableft hands: Bos’s bu- 
finefs was to follow the workmen with a microfcope, and call 
upon them to retouch their performances, and heighten excel- 
lence to perfection. The reputation of his houfe now brings round 
him a daily confluence of vifitants, and every one tells him of 
fome elegance which he has hitherto overlooked, fome convenience 
not yet procured, or fome new mode in ornament or furniture. Bos 
who had ng with but to be admired, nor any guide but the fafhion, 
thought every thing beautiful in proportion as it was new, and con- 
fidered his work as unfinifhed, while any obferver could fuggeft 
an addition ; fome alteration was therefore every day made, without 
any other motive than the charms of novelty. A traveller at laft 
fuggefted to him the convenience of a grotto; Bos immediately 
ordered the mount of his garden to be excavated, and having laid 
out a large fum in fhells and minerals, was bufy in regulating 
the difpofition of the colours and luftres, when two gentlemen 
who had afked permiffion to fee his gardens, prefented him a writ 
and led him off to lefs elegant apartments. 


I know not, Sir, whether among this fraternity of forrow you 
will think any much to be pitied; nor indeed do many of them 
appear to folicit compaffion, for they generally applaud their own 
conduct, and defpife thofe whom want of tafte or {pirit fuffers to 
grow rich. It were happy if the prifons of the kingdom were 
filled only with characters like thefe, men whom profperity could 


not 
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not make ufeful, and whom ruin cannot make wife: but there 
are among us many who raife different fenfations, many that owe 
their prefent mifery to the feductions of treachery, the ftrokes of 
cafualty, or the tendernefs of pity; many whofe fufferings difgrace 
fociety, and whofe virtues would adorn it: of thefe, when fami- 
liarity fhall have enabled me to recount their ftories without 
horror, you may expect another narrative from, 


SIR, 
ES 
Your moft humble Servant, 


MIsSARGYRUS. 
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SATURD AY, May 12, 1753. 


r* 


wiSedias labefacia adebat 
Rig _—— -CLAUDIANDS, 


| as  thould. fuppofe every pratice to-be infamous in 
: ~ 4 proportion as it is allowed-to be.criminal, ne 
Se EF 1 ®, Wes «man would wonder; but every-man who is 

Sra Se 37-1 - acquainted with life, and is.able to fubftitute 
-the difcoveries of experience for tlhe deductions of .reafon, knows 
> that he .weuld -be.midtaken. 


‘fine a8 generally allowed tr) be lefs criminal than adultery, and 
yet it is known to render a man much more infamous and con- 
-temptible ; for he, who would modeftly acquiefce: in an imputa- 
Hbhhb tion 
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‘tion of adultery as-a;compliment, would refent that-of a lie as ah 
dnfult for which life-only:could atone. Thus are men tamely led’ | 
hood-winked .by -cuftom, the -creature of ‘their own folly; and 
while-imaginary light flafhes under the bandage which excludes 
the reality, they fondly ‘believe that they behold the fun. 


Lyinc, however, does not incur more infamy than it deferves, 
‘though other vices incur lefs. I have ‘before-remarked, that there 
are {ome practices, which though they degrade a man to the loweft 
ola(s of moral characters, do set imply fome. natural faperiority ; 
but lying is, on the contrary, always an implication of weaknefs 
and defect. Slandet,is the revenge of a coward,’ and diffimulation 
his defence: lying boafts are the ftigma of impotent ambition, of 
obf{curity. without merit, and- pride. totally deftitute of intellec- 
tual dignity : .and even lies of. apology imply indifcretion or-rufti- 
’ city, i gnorance, folly, or indecorum. oo 

~ Bur there is equal tur; sii, ax and yet greater meannels, in thofe 
forms of {peech which deceive without direct, falfhood. The crime 
‘is committed with greater deliberation, as “it requires more contri- 
vance; and by the offenders the ufe of language is totally perverted; 
they canceal a meaning oppdfite to that which they exprefs; theit 
fpeech ‘is a kind of riddle propounded fer an-evil purpofe ; and as 
they may, therefore, be properly diftinguifhed by the name of 
Sphinxes, there would not perhaps be much caufe for regret, iff 
dike the fir monfter of the naine; they fhould break their necks 
apon'the folution of their enigmas. 


Inp1REcT lies more effectually than others deftroy that mutual 
‘confidence, which is faid to be the band of fociety: they are more 
frequently repeated, -becaufe they ar¢ not prevented by the dread 
-of detection: and he who has obtained a virtuous character is not 


al. 


No57 THE ADVENTURER. . 320 


always believed, becaufe we know not but that he may have been _ 
perfuaded by the fophiftry,-of folly, that to deceive is not to lye, 
and that there is a.certain manner in which truth may be violated 
without incurring either guilt or fhame. 


hn Wing, however pradited, does like. every other vice ulti- 
mately difappoin its own purpofe: “ A lying tongue is but for. a 
“* moment.” Detraction, when it is difcovered to be falfe, con- 
fers honour, and diffimulation provokes refentment; the falfe boaft 
incurs contempt, and the falfe itil aggravates the offence. 


Is it not, es aftonithing, that a practice, for lauat 
-peafon, fo univerfally infamous and unfuccefsful, fhould not be 
more generally ; and Acrupuloufly avoided ? To think, is to renounce 
it: and that I may fix the attention of my readers a little longer 
upon the fubject, I. fhall relate a ftory which, perhaps, by thofe 
who have much fenfibility, will not foon be forgotten. 


CuaARLoTre and Maria were educated together at an eminent 
‘boarding fchool near London: there was little difference in their 
age, and their perfonal accomplifhments were equal; but tho’ their 
families were of the fame rank, yet as CHARLOTTE was an only 
child, “fhe ‘was confiderably {uperior in fortune. 


_ Soon after they were taken home, CHARLOTTE was addreffed 
by Captain F REEMAN, who befides his commiffion in the guards 
had a {mall paternal eftate : but as her friends hoped for a more ad- 
vantageous match, the CaPTAIN was defired to forbear his vifits, 
and the lady to think of him no more. After fome fruitlefs 
ftruggles, they acquiefced ; but the difcontent of both was fo ap. 
parent, that it was thought expedient to remove Mifs into the 
country. She was fent to her-aunt, the Lady Meadows, who 

with 
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\with her daughter lived retired -at the family feat, more than one 


: hundred miles diftant from the metropolis. . After. the had repined. 
:in this dreary’ folitude'from April to Auguft,: fhe- was furprized 


‘with a-vifit from ‘her father, who brought with. him Sir James: 
: ForrEsT, ‘8 young-gentleman: who had juft. fucceeded to. a. ba- 
. ironet’s title and a very large eftate in the fame county. Sir James 
: had good nature.and good fenfe, ‘an. agreeable :perfon .and :an eafy 
.addrefs: Mifs.was infenfibly pleafed with hiscompany ; her vanity 
: if not her love had.a new object 3.a defire to be delivered from -a. 
: ftate of dependancé and obfcurity, had almoft.:abforbed.all. the 
_ reft; and it is no wonder that this defire :was gratified, when {carce 
: any other was felt; or that. in- compliance with thé. united folli- 
. Citations of her friends and her lover,: the faffered herfelf. withir 
a few. weeks to become :a lady. anda wife. :‘Fhey: continued in 
.the country till the: beginning of .O@ober,::and then. came up % 
‘Londo, * having prevailed upon her Aunt: to accompany then, 
i that Mifs Meadows, with whom the bride had contracted:dn ins 
‘timate friendfhip, might be — with. the. diverfions.of | the 
town during the winter. 


‘CAPTAIN FREEMAN, when he’ heard that Mifs CHARLOTTE 

was married, immediately made propofals of marriage to Marta, 

with whom he became acquainted during - his vifits.to. her friend, 
and foon.after married her. 


“Tue friendfhip of the two young ladies ‘{eemed to be rather 
‘increafed than diminifhed by their marriage ; they were. always 
_of the fame party both in the private and public diverfions of the 
feafon, -and vifited each other without the formalities of meflages 
-and drefs. 


‘Bur neither Sir James nor Mrs. FREEMAN. could reflect with 
-out uneafinefs upon the frequent-interviews -which this familiarity 
| -and 
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and confidence produced, between a lover and his miftrefs whom 
force only had divided; and though of thefe interviews they 
were themfelves witnefles, yet Sir James infenfibly became jealous 
of his lady, and Mrs. Freeman of her hufband. 


Ir happened in the May following, that Sir James went about 
ten miles out of town to be prefent at the ele€tion of a member of 
parliament for the county, and was not expected to return till the 
mext day. In the evening his lady took a chair and vifited Mrs. 
Freeman: the reft of the company went away early, the Cap. 
‘TAIN was upon guard, Sir JAMEs was out of town, and the two 
dadies after {upper fate down to piquet, and continued the game 
without once reflecting upon the hour till three in the morning, 
Lady Forrest would then have gone home; but Mrs. Fres- 
MAN, perhaps chiefly to conceal a contrary defire, importuned her 
to ftay till the CAPTAIN came in, and at length with fome re- 


dJuétance fhe confented. 


AxourT five the CapT Ain came home, and Lady Forrest im- 
mediately fent out for a chair: achair, as it happened, could 
not be procured ; but a hackney coach being brought in its ftead, 
the Caprain infifted upon waiting on her ladyfhip home. This 
fhe refufed with fome emotion ; it is probable, that the ftill re- 
garded the Captain with lefs indifference than fhe withed, and 
was therefore more fenfible of the impropriety of his offer: but 
her reafons for rejecting it, however forcible, being {uch as the 
could not allege, he perfifted, and her refolution was overborne. By 
this importunate complaifance the CapTain had not only thrown 
Lady ForreEsT into confufion, but difpleafed his wife: the could 
not, however, without unpolitenefs oppofe it; and left her un- 
eafinefs fhould be difcovered, fhe affected a negligence which in 
fome degree revenged it: fhe defired that when he came back 

he 
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he would not difturb her, for that the fhould go dire€tly to bed, 
and added with a kind of drowfy infenfibility, <“‘ I am more than 
. “© half afleep already.” 


Lapy Forrest andthe CapTain were to go from the Hay- 
_ market to Grofvenor Square. dt was about half an hour after five 
when they got into the coach; the morning was remarkably fine, 
the late:conteft had fhaken off all difpofition to fleep, and Lady 
Forrest could not help faying, that the had much rather take 
a walk in the Park than go home to bed. The Capraim-zealouily 
exprefied the fame fentimert, and propofed that the coach fhould 
fet them down at St. James’s Gate. The Lady, however, had 
nearly the fame objeCtions againft being feen in the Mall without 
any other company than the Captain, that fhe had againft its 
' being known that they were alone together’ in a hackney coach: 
fhe, therefore, to extricate herfelf from this fecond difficulty, 
‘propofed that they fhould call at her father’s in Bond-ftreet, and 
‘take her coufin Meadows, whom fhe knew to be an early rifer, 
withthem. ‘This project was immediately put in execution ; but 
- Lady Forrest found her coufin indifpofed with a cold. Whea 
fhe had communicated the defign of this early vifit, Mifs Mea- 
dows intreated her to give up her walk in the Park, to ftay till 
the family rofe, and go home after breakfaft: ‘ No,” replied 
Lady Forrest, “ Iam determined upon a walk; but as I mutt 
“< firft get rid of Captain Freeman, I will fend down word that 
“ J walltake your advice.” A fervant was accordingly difpatched 
to acquaint the CapTatn, who was waiting below, that Mit 
Meadows was indifpofed, and had engaged Lady Forrest to 
break faft. 
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Quid quifque vitet, nunquam bomini fatis 
Cautum eft in boras, Hor. 


tie 8S HE Caprain difcharged the coach; but 
3 being piqued at the behaviour of his wife, and 
@ feeling that flow of {pirits which ufually re- 


f ey. turns with the morning even to thofe who 
ee SYA have not flept in the night, he had no defire 
: - to go home, and therefore refolved to enjoy the 


fine morning in the Park alone. | 


Lavy Forrest, not doubting but that the CapTAin would im- 
mediately return home, congratulated herfelf upon her deliverance ; 
but at the fame time, to indulge her defire of a walk, followed 


him into the Park. 
[ii THE 
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Tue Caprain had reached the top of the Mall, and turning 
‘back met her before fhe had advanced two hundred yards beyond 
the pallace. The moment fhe perceived him, the remembrance 
of her meffage, the motives that produced it, the detection of its 
falfhood and difcovery of its defign, her difappointment and con- 
{cioufnefs of that very fituation which fhe had fo much reafon to 
avoid, all concurred to cover her with confufion which it was im- 
poffible to hide: pride and good breeding were, however, ftill 
predominant over truth and prudence; fhe was ftill zealous to 
remove from the CapTain’s mind any fufpicion of a defign to 
fhun him, and therefore with an effort perhaps equal to that of a 
hero who fmiles upon the rack, fhe affected an air of gaiety, faid 
fhe was glad to fee him, and as an excufe for her meffage and her 
conduét, prattled fomething about the ficklenefs of woman’s mind, 
and concluded with obferving that fhe changed her’s too often 


ever to be mad. By this conduct a retreat was rendered impof- - 


fible, and they walked together till between eight and nine: but 
the clouds having infenfibly gathered, and a fudden fhower falling 
juft as they reached Spring-Gardens, they went out inftead of 
going back; and the CapTain having put the lady into a chair, 
took his leave. 


Ir happened that Sir James, contrary to his firft purpofe, had 
returned from his journey at night. He learnt from the fervants, 
that his lady was gone to Captain FreEEMan’s, and was fecretly 
difpleafed that fhe had made this vifit when he was abfent; an inci- 
dent which, however trifling in itfelf, was by the magic of jealoufy 
{welled into importance: yet upon recollection he reproved himfelf 
for this difpleafure, fince the prefence of the Caprain’s lady would 
fufficiently fecure the honour of his own. While he was ftruggling 
with thefe fufpicions, they increafed both in number and ftrength 

in 
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in proportion as the night wore away. At one he went to bed; 
but he paffed the night in agonies of terror and refentment, doubting 
whether the abfence of his lady was the effec of accident or defign, 
liftening to every noife, and bewildering himfelf in a multitude of 
extravagant fuppofitions. He rofe again at break of day; and 
after feveral hours of fufpenfe and irrefolution, whether to wait the 
iffue or go out for intelligence, the reftleffnefs of curiofity prevailed, 
and about eight he fet out for Captain FReemMaAn’s; but left word 
with his fervants, that he was gone to a neighbouring coffee-houfe. 


Mrs. FREEMAN, whofe affected indifference and diffimulation 
of a defign to go immediately to bed, contributed to prevent the 
Caprain’s return, had during his abfence fuffered inexpreffible 
difquiet : fhe had, indeed, neither intention to go to bed, nor in- 
clination to fleep; fhe walked backward and forward in her 
chamber, diftracted with jealoufy and fufpenfe, till fhe was informed 
that Sir James was below, and defired to fee her. When fhe 
came down, he difcovered that fhe had been in tears ; his fear was 
now more alarmed than his jealoufy, and he concluded that fome 
fatal accident had befallen his wife: but he foon learnt that fhe 
and the Captain had gone from thence at five in the morning, 
and that he was not yet returned. Mrs. FREEMAN, by Sir JAMES’s 
enquiry, knew that his lady had not been at home: her fufpicions, 
therefore, were confirmed ; and in her jealoufy, which to prevent 
a duel the laboured to conceal, Sir James found new canfe for 
his own. He determined, however, to wait with as much de- 
cency as poffible, till the CapTAIN came in; and perhaps two 
perfons were never more embarraffed by the prefence of each 
other. While breakfaft was getting ready, Dr. TATTLE came 
to pay Mrs. FREEMAN a morning vifit; and to the unfpeakable 
relief both of the lady and her gueft was immediately admitted. 


' Doctor TATTLE -Is one of thofe male goffips who in the common ~ | 


opinion 
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opinion are the moft diverting company in the world : the Doctor 
faw that Mrs. FREEMAN was low fpirited, and made feveral ef- 
forts to divert her but without fuccefs: at laft he declared with an 
air of ironical importance, that he could tell her fuch news as 
would make her Jook grave for fomething ; ‘‘ the Caprain,” 
fays he, “ has juft huddled a lady into a chair at the door of a 
«© bagnio near Spring Gardens.” He foon perceived, that this 
{peech was received with emotions very different from thofe he 
intended to produce; and, therefore, added, ‘ that fhe need not, 
“© however, be jealous; for notwithftanding the manner in which 
‘© he had related the incident, the lady was certainly a woman of 
“© character, as he inftantly difcovered by her mien and ap- 
‘© pearance :” this particular confirmed the fufpicion which it was 
intended to semove; and the Doétor, finding that he was not 
fo good company as ufual, took his leave, but was met at the 
door by the Caprain who brought him back. His prefence, 
however infignificant, impofed fome reftraint upon the reft of the 
company; and Sir James, with as good an appearance of jocu- 
larity as- he could affume, afked the Caprain “ what he had 
« done with his wife.” The Caprain with fome irrefolution re- 
plied, that ‘ he had left her early in the morning at her father’s; 
‘“< and that having made a pomt of waiting on her home, fhe fent 
‘© word down that her coufin Meadows was indifpofed and had 
““ engaged her to breakfaft.”. The Caprain, who knew nothing 
of the anecdote that had been communicated by the Dodtor, 
judged by appearances that it was prudent thus indirectly to lie, by 
concealing the truth both from Sir James and his wife: he 
fuppofed, indeed, that Sir James would immediately enquire after 
his wife at her father’s, and learn that fhe did not ftay there to 
breakfaft ; but as it would not follow that they had been together, 
he left her to account for her abfence as fhe thought fit, taking for 
granted that what he had concealed fhe alfo would conceal for the 

fame 
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{ame reafons ; or if fhe did not, as he had affirmed nothing contrary 
to truth, he might pretend to have concealed it in jeft. Sir James, 
as foon as he had received this intelligence, took his leave with fome 


appearance of fatisfaction, and was followed by the Doétor. 


As foon as Mrs. FREEMAN and the CAPTAIN were alone, 
fhe queftioned him with great earneftnefs about the lady whom he 
~ had been {een to put into a chair: when he heard that this incident 
had been related in the prefence of Sir James, he was greatly 
alarmed left lady Forrest fhould increafe his fufpicions, by at- 
tempting to conceal that which, by a feries of enquiry to which 
he was now ftimulated, he would probably difcover: he con- 
demned this conduct in himfelf, -and as the moft effectual means 
at once to quiet the mind of his wife and obtain her affiftance, he 
told her all that had happened and his apprehenfion of the confe- 
quences: he alfo urged her to go directly to Mifs Meadows, by 
whom his account would be confirmed, and of whom fhe might 
learn farther intelligence of Sir James; and to find fome way to 
acquaint lady FoRREST with her danger, and admonith her to 


«conceal nothing. 


Mrs. FREEMAN was convinced of the CaPTatn’s fincerity, not 
“only by the advice which he urged her to give to lady Forrest, but 
by the confiftency of the ftory and the manner in which he was 
affected. Her jealoufy was changed into pity for her friend, and 
-apprehenfion for her hufband. She hafted to Mifs Meadows, and 
fearnt that Sir James had enquired of the fervant for his lady, and 
‘was told that fhe had been there early with Captain Freeman, 
‘but went away foon after him: fherelated to Mifs Meadows all that’ 
shad happened, and thinking ‘it at leaft poffible that Sir James 

might not go diretly home, fhe wrote the following Letter to his 
Jady. 
My _ 
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‘«¢ My dear Lady Forrest, 
| Am in the utmoft diftrefs for you: Sir: James has fufpi- 
cions which truth only can remove, and of which my indif- 
cretion is the caufe. If 1 had not concealed my defire of the 
CaPpcrain’s return, your défign to .difengage yourfelf from 
him, which I learn from Mis Meadows, would have been e£ 
fected. Sir James breakfafied with me in the Haymarket; 
and has fince cailed at your father’s, from whence I write: h¢ 
-knows that your ftay here was fhort, and-has reafon to believe 
the CAPTAIN put you into a chair fome hours afterwards at 
Spring Gardens. I hope therefore, my-dear lady, that this will 


reach your hands time enough to prevent your concealing any 


‘thing: it would have been better if Sir James had known no- 
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thing, for then you would not have been fufpected ; but now 
he muft know all, or you cannot be juftified. Forgive the 


freedom with which I write, and believe me moft affectionately 
Yours, 
“« Maria FREEMAN 


P.S. I have ordered the ‘bearer to fay he came 
“ from Mrs. Fathion the milliner.” - 


Tuis letter was given to a chairman, and he was ‘ordered té 


fay he brought it from the milliner’s ; becaufe if it fhould be knowa 


to come from Mrs. FreEMAN, and fhould fall by accident inte 
Sir James’s hands, his curiofity might prompt him to read it, and 
his jealoufy to queftion the lady without communicating the 


contents. a 


Erratum. In the-motto of the preceding paper, for Senfum, read Sex/int 
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SATURDAY, May 19, 1753. 


— Multos in Jumma pericula mifit 
Venturi timor tpfe malt. Lucanus. 


eSSIR James being convinced, that his lady and 
oo8 the CapTaAin had paffed the morning at a 
EAS): py: ye jg bagnio, by the anfwer which he received at her 
sa3r, father’s, went dire@ly home. His lady was 
‘ °D iat arrived before him, and had not recovered 
from the seiihiies and dread which feized her, when fhe heard that 
Sir JAMEs came to town the night before, and at the fame inftant 
anticipated the confequences of her own indifcretion. She was 
told he was then at the coffee-houfe, and in a few minutes was 
thrown into an univerfal tremor upon hearing him knock at the 
door. He perceived her diftrefs not with compaflion but rage, 
Kkk becaufe 
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becaufe he believed it to proceed from the confcioufnefs of guilt: 
he turned pale, and his lips quivered; but he fo far reftrained his 
| paffion as to afk her without invective, ‘‘ Where, and how fhe had 
‘* pafied the night.” She replied, ‘ at Captain FREEMAN’s; that 
“ the CAPTAIN was upon guard, that fhe fate up with his Lady 
«« till he came in, and that then infifting to fee her home fhe would 
‘* fuffer the coach to go no farther than her father’s, where he 
*< left her early in the morning:” fhe had not fortitude to relate 
the fequel, but ftopped with fome appearance of irrefolution and 
terror. Sir James then afked ‘If fhe came directly from her 
“* father’s home.” This queftion, and the manner in which it was 
afked, increafed her confufion: to appear to have ftopped fhort in 
her narrative, fhe thought would be an implication of guilt, as it 
would betray a defire of concealment; but the paft could not be 


recalled, and fhe was impelled by equivocation to falfhood, from — 


which, however, fhe would have been kept back by fear, if Sir 
James had not decieved her into a belief that he had been no 
farther than the neighbourhood. After thefe tumultuous reflec- 
tions which pafled in a moment, fhe ventured to affirm, that ‘ fhe 
“© ftaid with Mifs Meadows till eight, and then came home:” but 
fhe uttered this falfhood with fuch marks of guilt and fhame, 
which fhe had indeed no otherwife than by this falfhood incurred 
or deferved, that Sir JAMEs no more doubted her infidelity than 
her exiftence. As her {tory was the fame with that of the Cap- 
TAIN’s, and as one had concealed the truth and the other denied 
it, he concluded there was a confederacy between them; and de- 
termining firft to bring the CapTain to account, he turned from 
her abruptly and immediately left the houfe, 


AT the door he met the chairman who had been difpatched by 


Mrs. FREEMAN to his lady; and fiercely interrogating him what was 
| | his 
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his bufinefs, the man produced the letter, and faying, as he had 
been ordered, that he brought it from Mrs. Fafhion, Sir JaMEs 
{natched it from him, and muttering fome expreffions of contempt 


and refentment thruft it into his pocket. 


Ir happened that Sir James did not find the Capran at home; 
he, therefore, left a billet, in which he requefted to fee him at a 
neighbouring tavern, and added that he had put on his {word. 


_ In the mean time, his lady, ‘dreading a difcovery of the falf- 
hood which fhe had afferted, difpatched a billet to Captain Fres- 
MAN; in which fhe conjured him asa man of honour, for parti- 
cular reafons not to own to Sir JAMEs, or any other perfon, that 
he had feen her after he had left her at her father’s: the alfo wrote 
to her coufin Meadows, intreating, that if fhe was queftioned by 
Sir James, he might be told that fhe ftaid with her till eight 
.o’clock, an hour at which only herfelf and the fervants were up. 


Tue billet to Mifs Meadows came foon after the chairman 
had returned with an account of what had happened to the letter ; 
and Mrs. FREEMAN was. juft gone in great hafte to relate this ac- 
cident to the CapTain, as it was of importance that he fhould , 
know it before his next interview with Sir JAMEs: but the 
CapTain had been at home before her, and had received both 
Sir James's billet and that of his lady. He went immediately to 
the tavern, and, inquiring for Sir James Forrest, was fhewn 
into a back room up one pair of ftairs: Sir James received his 
falutation without reply, and inftantly bolted the door. His jea- 
loufy was complicated with that indignation and contempt, which 
a fenfe of injury from a perfon of inferior rank never fails to pro- 
duce ; he, therefore, demanded of the CapTAIN. in a haughty 

tone, 
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tone, ‘* Whether he had not that mornmg been in company with 
«* his wife, after he had left her at her father’s?” The Capram, 
whe was incenfed at Sir Jamxs’s manner, and deemed himfelf 
engaged in honour to keep the lady’s fecret, anfwered that *¢ after. 
«¢ what he had faid in the morning, no man had a right to fup- 
<< pofe he had feen the lady afterwards; that to infinuate the con- 
“© trary, was obliquely to charge him with a falfhood; that he 
<¢ was bound to anfwer no fuch queftions, till they were properly 
explained ; and that as a gentleman he was prepared to vindi- 
“* cate his honour.” Sir James juftly deemed this reply an equi- 
vocation and an infult ; and being no longer able to reftrain his 


<¢ 


rage, he curfedthe Capratn as a liar and a fcoundrel, and at 
the fame time ftriking him a violent blow with his fift, drew his 
{word and put himfelf in a pofture of defence. Whatever defign 
the Captain might have had to bring his friend to temper, 
and reconcile him to his wife, when he firft entered the room, he 
was now equally enraged, and indeed had fuffered equal indignity ; 
he, therefore, drew at the fame inftant, and after a few defperate 


pafies on both fides he received a wound in his breaft, and reeling 
backward a few paces fell down. 


Tue noife had brought many people to the door of the room, 
and it was forced open juft as the Caprain received his wound: 
Sir JAMEs was fecured, and a meffenger was difpatched for a 
furgeon. In the mean time the .CapTain perceived himéelf to 
be dying; and whatever might before have been his opinion of 
right and wrong and honour and fhame, he now thought all diffi- 
mulation criminal, and that his murderer had a right to that truth 
which he thought it meritorious to deny him when he was his 
friend; he, therefore, earneftly defired to freak a few words to 
him in private: this requeft was immediately granted ; the perfons 

| who 
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who had rufhed in withdrew, contenting themfelves to keep guard 
at the door; and the Capratin beckoning Sir James to kneel 
down by him, then told him, that “ however his lady might 
‘© have been furprized or betrayed by pride or fear into diffimu- 
“ Jation or falfhood, fhe was innocent of the crime which he 
<* fupnofed her follicitous to conceal:” he then briefly rclated all 
the events as they had happened ; and at laft, grafping his hand, 
urged him to efcape from the window, that he might be a friend 
to his widow and to his child, if its birth fhould not be prevented 
by the death of its father. Sir JAmes yielded to the force of this 
motive, and efcaped as the Caprain had directed. In his way 
to Dover he read the letter which he had taken from the chair- 


_ man, and the next poft inclofed it in the following to his lady. 


“ My dear CHARLOTTE, 


«WW Am the moft wretched of all men; but I do not upbraid 
you as the caufe: would to God that I were not more guilty 
‘than you! We are the martyrs of diffimulation. By diffimula- 
“lation dear Captain FREEMAN was induced to wafte thofe 
«hours with you, which he would otherwife have enjoyed with 
“¢ the poor unhappy diffembler his wife. Trufting in the fuccefs 
<< of diffimulation, you was tempted to venture into the Park, 
«© where you met him whom you withed to fhun. By detecting 
« diffimulation in the Caprain, my {uf{picions were increafed , 
‘and by diffimulation and falfhood you confirmed them: but 
«< your diffimulation and falfhood were the effects of mine; yours 
“© were inefiectual, mine fucceeded: for I left word that I was 
ce gone no farther than the Coffee-houfe, that you might not 
fufpect I had learned too much to be deceived. Ey the fuccefs 


CY 
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of a lie put into the mouth of a chairman, I was prevented from 


ce reading 
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reading a letter which at laft would have wndeceived me; and 
by perfifting in diffimulation, the CAPTAIN has made his 
friend a fugitive, and his wife a widow. ‘Thus does infincerity 
terminate in mifcry and confufion, whether in its immediate 
purpofe it fuccecds or is difappeinted. O my dear CuarLotre} 
if ever we meet again--to meet again in peace 1s impoffible— 
but if ever we meet again, let us refolve to be fincere: to be 
fincere is to be wife, innocent, and fafe. We venture to 
commit faults which fhame or fear would prevent, if we did 
not hope to conceal them by a lie. But in the labyrinth of 
falfhood, men meet thofe evils which they feck to avoid; and 
as in the ftrait path of truth alone they can fee before them, ia 
the ftrait path of truth alone they can perfue felicity with 
fucceis. Adieu! I am-—dreadful!—I can fubfcribe nething 


that does not reproach and torment me— Adieu!” 


WITHIN a few weeks after the receipt of this letter, the un 


-happy lady heard that her hufband was caft away in his paflage to 


France. 
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TUESDAY, May 22,1753. 


oes Nee vox hominem fonat—— “VIRG. 


‘To the ADVENTURER. 


re) Ss 3 0 NGINUS proceeds to addrefs his friend 
SS TeRENTIANUS in the following manner. 


pn ane Ir is the -peculiar privilege of poetry, not 
Pye ei 8 only to place material objects in the moft ami- 
Re aot ¥& able attitudes, and to clothe them in the moit 
graceful drefs, but alfo to give life and motion 
‘to immaterial beings, and form, and colour, and action, even to 
- abftract ideas; to as the Virtues, the Vices, and the PAs- 
srons; and to bring before our eyes, as on a ftage, every faculty 
of the human mind. 


Ll PRo- 
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Prosopoporra, therefore, or perfonification, conducted with 
dignity and propriety, may be juftly efteemed one of the greateft 
efforts of the creative power of a warm and lively imagiation. Of 
this figure many illuftrious examples may be produced from the 
Jewith writers 1 have been fo earneftly recommending to your 
perufal; among whom, every part and object of nature is animated, 
and endowed with fenfe, with paffion, and with language. 


To fay that the lightning obeyed the commands ef GOD, 
would of itfclf be fuificiently fublime: but a Hebrew bard expreffes 
this idea with far greater energy and life: ‘* Canft thou fend 
‘ lightnings, that they may go, and fay unto thee, Here we are!” 
And again, ‘“ God fendeth forth light and it goeth; he calleth it 
<‘ again, and it obeyeth him with fear.” How animated, how 
emphatical, is this unexpected anfwer, “* Here we are!” 


Prato, with a divine boldnefs, introduces in his CritTo, the 
‘Laws of Athens pleading with Socrares, and diffuading him from 
an attempt to efcape from the prifon in which he was confined ; and 
the Roman rival of DEMosTHENEs has made his country tenderly 


expoftulate with Caritine, on the dreadful miferies which his 


rebellion would devolve on her head. But will a candid critic pre- 
fer either of thefe admired perfonifications, to thofe paffages in the 
Jewith poets, where Babylon, or Jerufalem, or Tyre, are repre- 
fented as fitting on the.duft, covered with fackcloth, f{tretching out 
their hands in vain, and loudly lamenting their defolation? Nay, far 
ther, will he reckon them even equal to the following fi@ions? Wis- 
DOM Is introduced, faying of herfelf; ‘* When GOD prepared the 
‘“¢ heavens, I was there; when he fet a circle upon the face of the 
«* deep, when he gave to the fea his decree that the waters {hould 
“ not pafs his commandments, when he appointed the foundations 
«* of the earth, then was I by him as one brought up with him; 
“and I was daily his delight, playing always before him.” 
Where TerrnTianus, fhall we find our Minerva {peaking with 
fuch dignity and elevation? The goddefs of the Hebrew bard, 1s 
not only the patronefs and inventrefs of arts and learning, the 
parent of felicity and fame, the guardian and conductrefs of human 
dite; but fhe 1s painted as immortal and eternal, the conftant com- 

panion 
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panion of the great CREATOR himfelf, and the partaker of 


his councils and defigns. Still bolder is the other Profopopeeia : 
« DesTrucTIon and DraTu fay (of Wispom,) we have heard 
“the fame thereof with our ears.” If pretenders to tafte and 
judgment cenfure fuch a fiction as extravagant and wild, I defpife 


their frigidity and grofs infenfibility. 


Wuren JEHOVAH is teprefentcd as defcending to punith 
the earth in his juft anger, it is added, ‘‘ Before him went the 
« PesTILENCE.” When the Babylonian tyrant is deftroyed, “* the 
“ fir-trees rejoice at his fall, and the cedars of Lebanon, faying, 
~ € fince thou art laid down, no feller is come up againft us.” And 
at the captivity of Jerufalem, the very ramparts and the walls 
lament, ‘‘ they languith together.” Read likewife the following 
addrefs, and tell me what emotion you feel at the time of perufal: 
“<< O thou {word of the Lord, how long will it be ere thow be 
«© quiet? put up thyfelf into thy fcabbard, reft, and be filent.” 
Art thou nat amazed and delighted, my friend, to behold joy, 
and anguifh, and revenge, afcribed to the trees of the foreft, to 
walls, and warlike inftruments? 


Berore I conclude thefe obfervations I cannot forbear taking 
notice ef two remarkable paflages in the Hebrew writers, becaufe 
they bear a clofe refemblance with two in our own tragedians. 


Sopnocres, by a noble Profopopceia, thus aggravates the mifery 
‘of the Thebans, vifited by a dreadful plague—‘ Hell is enriched 
‘© with groans and lamentations.” This image is heightened by 
a Jewith author, who defcribes Hell, as “an enormous monfter, 
“© who hath extended and enlarged himfelf, and opened his infati- 


*© able mouth without meafure.” 


‘CassANDRA, in Escnyxus, ftruck with the treachery and bar- 
‘parity of Clytemneftra, who is murdering her hufband Agamem- _ 
non, fuddenly exclaims in a prophetic fury, ‘ fhall I call her the 
‘© direful mother of Tell!’ To reprefent the moft terrible {pecies 
of deftruction, the Jewith poet fays, “ The farft born of death fhall 


** devour his ftrength.” 
BESIDES 
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Bestpes the attribution of perfon and action, to objects imma- 


‘terial or inanimate, there is ftill another fpecies of the Profopopeia, 


no lefs lively and beautiful than the former ; when a real perfon is 


‘introduced fpeaking with propriety and decorum. The fpeeches 
-which the Jewith poets have put into the mouth of theie 
JEHOVAH, are worthy the greatnefs and incomprehenfible 
-majefty of the ALL-PERFECT BEING. Hear him afking 
‘one of his creatures, with a lofty kind of-irony, “‘ Were waft thou, 
*¢ when I laid the foundations of the-earth? declare, if thou haft 


‘ underftanding. Who hath laid the meafures thereof, .if thou 


‘ knoweft? or who hath ftretched:the line upon it? Whereon 


“ are the foundations thereof faftened, or-who laid the -corner- 


‘ ftone? “When the morning flars fang ‘together, and all ‘the 
‘¢ fons of GOD fhouted for joy? -Or who fhut up the-fea with 


‘© doors, ‘when it brake forth as if-it had {ffued out of'the womb? 


‘© When I brake up for it my decreed place, and fet bars and 
“¢ doors, and faid, ‘Hitherto. fhalt thou.come, but‘no further, and 


‘here fhall the pride of thy waves be ftayed.” How can we 
reply to thefe fublime inquiries, but in the words that follow? 
‘© Behold, Iam vile, what fhall I anfwer thee? -I will lay mine 
‘© hand upon my mouth.” 


I have in a former treatife obferved to you, that Homer haé 


‘degraded his Gods into men: thefe writers alone have not violated 


the DIVINE MAJESTY by inadequate and indecent repre- 
fentations, but have made the great CREATOR a& and 
{peak, in a manner fuitable to the fupreme-dignity of his nature, 


_as far as the grofInefs of mortal conceptions will permit. From 


the fublimity and fpirituality of their notions, fo different in de- 


gree and kind from thofe of the moft exalted philofophers, one 


may, perhaps, be inclined to think their c:aim to a divine infpira- 
tion, reafonable and juft, fince GOD alone can defcribe himfelf 


‘to man. 


I had written thus far, when T received difpatches from the 


-emprefs ZENOBIA, with orders to attend her inftantly at PALMYRA; 
but am refolved, before I fet out, to add to this letter a few re- 
‘marks on the beautiful comparifons of the Hebrew poets. 


"LHE 
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Tue ule of fimilics in general confifts in the illuftration or 1m- 
plification of any fudject, or in prefinting pleafing pictures to the 
mind by the fuggfion of new images. Homer and the Hesrew 
bards difdain minute refemblances, and feek not an exact corre- 
{pondence with every feature of the object they introduce. Pro- 
vided a general likcnefs appear, they think it fufficient. Not fol- 
licitous for exaCtnefs, which in every work is the {ure criterion of 
a cold and creeping genius, they introduce many circcumftances 
that perhaps have no direét affinity to the fubject, but taken all {a- 
gether contribute to the variety and the beauty of the piece. 


Tue pleafures of friendfhip and benevolence are compared to 
the perfumes that flow from the ointments ufually poured on the 
prieft’s head, which run down to his beard and even to the fkirts 
of his clothing. The fun rifing and breaking in upon the fhades 
of night, is compared to a bridegroom iffuing out of his chamber ; 
‘7 allufion to the Jewith cuftom, of ufhering the bridegroom from 
his chamber at midnight with great folemnity and {plendor, pre- 
ceded by the light of innumerable lamps and torches. How 
amiably ‘is the tendernefs and follicitude of GOD for his fa- 
-vourites expreffed! “ As the eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttereth 
« over her young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
« beareth them on her wings, fo the Lord alone did lead them!” 
On the other hand, how dreadfully is his indignation defcribed ! 
« | will be unto them asa lion, asa leopard by the way will I 
 obferve them: I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of 
«; her whelps, and I will rent the caul of their heart.” A little 
afterwards the fcene fuddenly changes, and divine favour is painted 
by the following fimilitudes: ‘* I will be as the dew unto Judza ; 
« he fhall grow as the lilly; his branches fhall fpread, and his 
“ beauty fhall ‘be as the olive tree, and his fmell like Mount I.1- 
« banus.” MENANDER himfelf, that juft charatterizer of human 
life, has not given usa more apt and lively comparifon than the 
following: ‘‘ As the climbing a fandy way is to the feet of the 
“ aged, fo is a wife full of words to a quiet man.” Nor has one 
of our Grecian poets fpoken fo feelingly, fo eloquently, or fo ele- 
gantly of beauty, as the emperor Soromon of his miftrefs, or 
bride, in images perfectly original and new. “* Thy hair,” fays 

he, 
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he, “ is as a flock of goats that appear from Mount Gilead ; thy 
** teeth are like a flock of fheep that are even fhorn, which come 
“© up from the wafhing ;” by which fimilitude their exa@ equality, 
evennefs, and whitenefs, are juftly reprefented. « Thy neck is 
** like the tower of David, builded. for an armoury, whereon there 
‘“¢ hang a thoufand bucklers, all thields of mighty men :” that is, 
{trait and tall,-and adorned with golden chains and the richeft jewels 
of the Eaft. ‘ Thy two breafts are like two young roes that are 
“ twins, which feed among the lillies:” the exquifite elegance 
and propriety of which fimilitude need not be pointed out, and 
cannot be excelled. 


I have purpofely referved one comparifon for a conclufion, not 
only for the fake of its beauty and juftnefs, but becaufe it defcribes 
a friendthip fo different from the conftancy which I hope will ever 
‘be the character of yours and mine. ‘ My brethren,” fays the 
writer, ‘* have dealt deceitfully with me. They are like torrents 
“ which when {woln and encreafed with winter fhewers and the 
“* meltings of ice, promife great and unfailing plenty of waters ; 
“ but in the times of violent heats, fuddenly are parched up and 
“* difappear. The traveller in the deferts of Arabia feeks for them 
“in vain ; the troops of Sheba looked, the companies of Tema 
“* waited for them: they came to the accuftomed fprings for re- 
« lief ; they were confounded, they perifhed with thirft.” 


In giving you thefe fhort {pecimens of Jewith poefy, I think I 
may compare myfelf to thofe fpies which the above mentioned 
Mosts difpatched, to difcover the country he intended to conquer ; 
and who brought from thence, as evidences of its fruitfulnefs, the 
moft delicious figs and pome-granates, and a branch with one clutter 
of grapes, “ fo large and weighty,” fays the hiftorian, “ that they 
“* bare it between two upon a ftaff.” Farewell. 
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Damnant quod non intelligunt. Circ. 


CeCe URIPIDE §, ‘having ‘prefented SocRATES 
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“to be excellent; and, therefore, believe that 


«© to be of equal value which ‘I cannot underftand.” 


Tue reflection of every man who reads this paflage, will fuggelt 
to him the difference between the practice of. SocRATES, and that 
of modern critics: Socrates, who had by long obfervation upon 
himfelf and others, difcovered the weaknefs of the ftrongeft, and 
the dimnefs of the moft enlightencd intelleét, was afraid to decide 
haftily in his own favour, or to conclude that an author had written 

/ Mmm without 
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-without meaning, fbecaule he could -not :imavediately «catch his 
‘ideas : he knewcthat the faults of books are often-more:juftly im- 
‘putable to the reader, -who fometimes wants attention, and fome- 
‘times penetration ; -whofe -underftanding is often obftrudted by 
‘prejudices, -and: often diffipated ‘by remifinefs; -who -comes ‘fome- 
‘times to a new ftudy, unfurnifhed with the knowledge. previoufly 
sneceffary; and finds difficulties infuperable, for want of .ardour 


:-{ufficient to encounter them. 


OgscuriTy and clearnefs :are relative terms: :to fome readers 
.{carce any book is eafy, to others. not many are difficult: and furely 
‘they, whom. neither any exuberant praife beftowed by others, nor 
any eminent conquefts over ftubhorn problems, have -entitled to 
-exalt themfelves above the common ‘orders .6f marikind, might 
‘condefcend to imitate the candour of Socrates; and where :they 
find inconteftable proofs ef fuperior genius, ‘be content to think 
that there is juftnefs in the connexion which they cannot trace, and 
cogency in the reafoning which they cannat comprehend. 


Tuts diffidence is never more-reafonable, than’in the perulal of 
the authors of antiquity; of thofe whofe works have been the 
delight of ages, and tran{mitted as the great inheritance -of man- | 
kind from one generatien to another: furely, no man-can, without 
the utmoft arrogance, imagine, that he .brings .any fuperiority 
of underftanding to the perufal of thofe ‘books which have been 
preferved 4n ‘the devaftation of cities, .and fnatched up from the 
wreck of nations, which .thofe who fled .before tarbarians: have 
‘been careful to carry off in the hurry of migration, and of which 
‘barbarians have repented the deftruction. If in‘books thus -made 
venerable by the uniform atteftation of fucceffive ages, any paffages 
fhall appear unworthy of that praife-which’they have formerly re- 
ceived; let us not immediately determine, that they owed their 
‘reputatfon to dulnefs or.bigottry: but fufpect at leaft that our an- 
<ceftors 
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-ceftors had fome reafons for their opinions, and that our ignorance 
wf thofe reafons makes us differ from them. 


Ir -often-happens, that an author's reputation is endangered in 
ifucceeding times, by that which raifed the loudeft applaufe among 
dhis cotemporaries: nothing is read with greater pleafure than allu- 
‘fions to'recent facts, reigning opinions, or preferit controverfies; 
‘but when ‘facts are forgotten, and controverfies extinguifhed, thefe 
‘favourite touches lefe all thet grace; and the author in his defcent 
to .pofterity mmuft be left to the mercy of chance, without any 
power of afcertaining the memory of thofe things, to which he 
owed his luckieft thoughts, and.his kindeft reception. 


‘On duch occafions every reader fhould remember the: diffidence 
‘of SocraTes, and repair by his-candour the injuries of time; he 
fhould impute the feeming defects of his author to fome chafm’ of 
intelligence, and fyppofe, that the fenfe which is now weak was 
once forcible, and the expreffion which.is now dubious formerly 


determinate. 


How much ‘the -mutilation of wntient hiftory has taken away 
‘frem the beauty of poetical performances, may be conjectured 
‘frem the light which a lucky commentator fometimes effufes, by 
‘the recovery of an incident that had been long forgotten: thus in 
the third ‘book of Horace, Juno's denunciations againft thofe 
that fhould ‘prefume to raife again the walls of Troy, could for 
many ages ‘pleafe only by {plendid mmaages and {welling language, 
of which-no man difcovered the ufe or propriety, till Le F EVRE, 
by fhewing on what occafion the Ode was written, changed wonder 
to rational delight. Many paffages yet undoubtedly remain in the 
fame author, which an exaéter knowledge of the incidents of his 
time would clear from objections, Among thefe I have always 


numbered the following lines; 
| Anrun 
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Aurum per medios.ire faicllite,’ 9° 2 
Et perrumpere amat faxas potentius “ee? a ae 
chu fulmineo. Concidit Auguris 
—— Argivi demus ob lucrum 
_Demerfa excidio. Diffdit.urbium, 
Portas vir Macedo, et fubrutt emulos 
-Reges muneribus. Munera navium | 


Sevos illaqueant duces. 


‘Tue clole of this paffage, by which every reader is now dit 
appointed and offended, was probably the delight of the Roman 
court: it cannot be imagined, that Horace, after having given 
to gold the force of thunder, and told ‘of its power to ftorm cities 
and to conquer kings, would have -coricluded his account of its 
efficacy with its influence over naval-cornmanders,- had he net al- 
luded to fome faét then cufrent in tle mouths of men, and there- 
fore’ more interefting for a time than'the conquefts of Philip. Of 
the like kind may be reckoned another ftanza in the fame book : 


a Yulia coram non fine confcts 
Surgit marito, feu vocat inftitor, 
Seu navis Hifpane magifter, 


Dedecorum pretiofus emptor. 


He has little knowledge of Horacr who ‘imagines that the 
jactor, or the Sparifh merchant, are mentioned by chance: there 
was undoubtedly fome popular ftory of an intrigue, which :thofe 
names recalled to the memory of his reader. 


THE flame of his genius in other parts, though fomewhat 
‘dimmed by time, is not totally eclipfed: his addrefs and judgment 
yet appear, though much of the fpirit and vigour of lhis fentiment is 


loft: this has happened to the twentieth Ode of the firft book ; 


Vile 
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Vile potatis wedicis Sabinum 
Cantharis, Gracd quod ego ipfe tefé 
Conditum levi; datus in theatre 

Cum tibi plaufus, 
Chare Macenas eques. Ut paterni 
Flumins ripa, fimud et jocofe 
Redderet laudes tibt Vaticant 

Montis imago. 


We here eafily remark the intertexture of 'a happy cempli- 
ment with an hamble invitation; but certainly are lefs delighted 
than thofe, to whom the mention of the applaufe beftowed upon 
Mecenas, gave occafion to recount the actions or words that pro- 
duced it. 


Two lines which have exercifed the ingenuity of modern 
critics, may, I think, be reconciled to the judgment, by an eafy 
fuppofition: Horace thus addreffes Agrippa ; _ 


Scriberis Vario fortis, et boftium 
Viétor, Mzonii carminis alite. 


TuaT Varius fhould be called a bird of Homeric fong, ap- 
pears fo harfh to modern ears, that an emendation of the text has 
been propofed: but furely the learning of the antients had been 
long ago obliterated, had every man thought himfelf at liberty to 
corrupt the lines which he did not underftand. If we imagine 
that Varius had been by any of his cotemporaries celebrated under 
the appellation of Mufarum ales, the {wan of the Mufes, the lan- 
guage of Horace becomes graceful and familiar ; and that fuch a 
compliment was at leaft poffible, we know from the transforma- 


tion feigned by Horace of himfelf. 
| THE 
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THe moft elegant compliment that was paid'to Appison, is 
of this obfcure and perifhable kind: 


When panting virtue her laft efforts made, 
You brought your Clio to the virgin’s aid. 


Tuese lines muft pleafe as long as they are underftood, but can 
be underftood only by thofe that have obferved Appison’s fignatures 
in the Spectator. 


Tue nicety of thefe minute allufions I fhall exemplify by another 
inftance which I take this occafion to mention, becaufe, as I am 
told, the commentators have omitted it. Tibullus addreffes Cynthia 
in, this manner ; 

Te fpetiem, fuprema mibi cum venerit bora, 


Te teneam moriens deficiente manu. | 


‘To thefe lines Ovid thus refers in his elegy on the death of 
Tibullus ; 


Cynthia decedens, felicius, inquit, amata 
Sum tibi; vixifis dum tuus ignis eram. 
Cui Nemefis, quid, ait, tibi funt mea damna dolori ? 


Me tenuit moriens deficiente manu. 


Tue beauty of this paflage, which confifts in the appropriation 
made by Nemefis of the line originally directed to Cynthia, had 
been wholly imperceptible to fucceeding ages, had chance, which 
has deftroyed fo many greater volumes, deprived us likewife of the 
Poems of Tibullus. | 


T 
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—— Si Pierid Quadrans tibi nullus in Arca 
Oftendatur, ames nomen vidlumque Machere ; 
Et vendas potius, commiffa quod Auctio vendit 
Stantibus, Oenophorum, Tripodes, Armaria, Ciffas, 
Halcyonem Bacchi, Thebas, & Terea Faufti. Juv. 


‘es, HE indigence of authors, and particularly of 
t poets, has long been the object of lamentation 
va :and ridicule, of compaffion and contempt. 


yg Ir has been obferved, that not one favourite 

of the Mufes has ever been able to build a 
houfe, fince the days of AMpuion ; and that the greateft punith- 
ment that can poflibly be infli€ted on atin is to obge them to 


fap 1 in their own lodgings, ~~ eo 
| Non Molle 
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cstics Niaier ub Fabian Ona come: 


BoitgAvu introduces Damon, whofe writings entertained and in- 
‘flruGed the city and the court, as having paft the fummer without 
a fhirt and the winter without a cloek, and refolving at laft to for- 
fake Paris, | 


ou la vertu n’ a plus ni Feu ni Lieu; 
and to find out a retreat in fome diftant grotto, 


D’ ott jamais ni I’ Hutffer, ni le Sergent nv’ approche; 

Safe, where no critics damn, no duns moleft. Popr. 

“¢ THE rich comedian,” fays Bruyerg, “ lolling in his gilt chariot, 
“ befpatters the face of CoRNEILLE, walking afoot:” and 
JuveNAL remarks, that hts cotemporary berds generally qualified 
themfeves by thetr diet, to make excellent buftos; that they were 


compelled fometimes to hire lodgings at a baker’s, in order to 


warm themfelves for nothing; and that it was the common fate of 
the fraternity, 


Pallere & vinum toto nefcire Decembri. 


VirGit himfelf is ftrongly fufpected to have fain in the ftreets, or 
on fome Roman bulk, when he {peaks fo feelingly of a rainy and 
ape night in his well known epigram. 


Few perhaps wander among the laurels of Parnaffus, but who .. 
have reafon ardently to with and _ to exclaim with — but | 
without the hero’s good fortune, 


Si nunc fe nobis ille aureus arbore ramus 
) Oftendat nemore in tanto! 


The patronage of Lelius wi Scipio did not enable TERENCE to 
rent a houfe. Tasso, in a humorous Sonnet addreffed to his 
favourite 
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favourite cat, earneftly entreats her to end him the light of her eyes 
during his midnight ftudies, not being himfelf able to purchafe a 
candle to write by. Dante the Homer of Italy, aad Camozns 
of Portugal, were both banifhed and imprifoned. Cervanres, 
perhaps the moft original genius the world ever beheld, perithed 
by-want in the ftreets of Madrid. And a writer, litele inferiar to 
the. Spaniard in the exquifitenefs of his humotr and raillery, I mean 
Erasmus, after the tediows wanderings of many years, from city 
to city, and from patron $o patron, praifed and promifed, and de- 
ceived by all, obtained no fettlement but with his printer, “ At 
<< lat,” fays he, in one of his epiftles, ‘‘ I fhould have been ad- 
«< yanced to a cardinalfhip, if there had not been 2 decree in my 
** way, by which thofe are fecluded from this honour, whofe in- 
<< come amounts not to three thoufand ducats.” 


I remember to have read a fatire in profe, entitled, A Poet hath 
bought a houfe. The poet having purchafed a houfe, the matter was 
immediately laid before the parliament of poets, aflembled on that 
important occafion, as a thing unheard of,.as a very bad precedent, 
and of moft pernicious confequence; and accordingly a very fevere 
fentence was pronounced on the buyer. When the members came 
to give their votes, it appeared there was not a fingle perfon in the 
aflembly, who through the favour of powerful patrons, or their 
own happy genius, was worth fo much as to be proprietor of a houle, 
either by inheritance or purchafe. All of them neglecting their 
private fortunes, confeffed and boafted, that they lived in lodgings. 
The poet was, therefore, ordered to fell his houfe immediately, to 
buy wine with the money for their entertainment, in order to make 
fome expiation for his enormous crime, and to teach him to live 
unfettled and without care, like a true poet. | 


SucH 
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Sucw are the ridiculous, and fuch the pitiable ftories related, to 
expofe the poverty of poets in different ages and nations; but 
which I am inclined to think are rather the boundlefs exaggerations 
of fatire and fancy, than the fober refult.of experience, and the 
determination of truth and judgment: for the general pofition may 
be contradicted by numerous examples ; and it may, perhaps, ap- 
pear on reflection and examination, that the art is not chargeable 
with the faults and failings of its particular profeffors, and that 
thofe who are indigent poets, would have been indigent merchants 
and mechanics, | 


Tre neglect of oeconomy, in which great geniufes are fuppofed 
to have indulged themfelves, has unfortunately given authority and 
juftification to carelefinefs and extravagance ; infomuch that many 
a minute rhymer has fallen into diffipation and drunkennefs, be- 
caufe Burrer and Orway lived and died in an alehoufe. As 
the Macedonian courtiers mimicked the wrynefs of Alexander's 
neck, fo thefe fervile imitators follow their matters in all that dif- 
eraced them ; contract immoderate debts, becaufe Drypen died 
infolvent ; and neglect to change their linnen, becaufe SmiTH was 
a floven. ‘ If I fhould happen to look pale,” fays Horace, 
“‘ all the hackney writers in Rome would immediately drink 
“’ cummin to gain the fame complexion.” And I myfelf am ac- 
quainted with a witling who ufes a glafs, only becaufe Pope was 
near fighted. : : 


I can eafily conceive, that a mind occupied and overwhelmed 
with the weight and immenfity of its own conceptions, glancing 
with aftonifhing rapidity from heaven to earth, and from earth to 
heaven, cannot willingly fubmit to the dulnefs and drudgery of 
examining the juftnefs and accuracy of a butcher’s bill. To defcend 
from the wideft and moft comprehenfive views of nature, and 


weigh 
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weigh-out hops fer a brewing, mirft be invincibly difpufting to 2 
true genius: te be able to baild imaginary palaces of the mo 
exquifite architecture, but yet not to pay a carpénter’s bill, is 2 
cutting mortification and difgrace’: to be ruined by purfuing the 
precepts of Virgilian agriculture, and by plowing claffically, with- 
out attending to the wholefeme monitions of dew Britifh farmers, 
is a ciocumftance that agoravates the failure of a ctop, to 4 man 
who withes to have lived in the Auguftan a8 and oe the 
ore of oe sissies % 

-‘Trvusrrrovs and numerous ate ‘the examples, however, that 
may be produced of poets, who have condefcended to the cares of 
ceconomy; ‘and who have conduéted' their’ families’ with all the 
- parfimony and regalarity of an alderman ; who have not fuper- 
cilioufly difdained: to enter into the concerns: of common life, and 
to fubfcribe to and {tudy certain neceflary dogma’s of the vulgar, 
convinced of their utility and expediency, and well knowing that 
becaufe — are ‘vulgar, — arc, therefore, bath en and 
true. 


tr we caft our eyes backwards on antiquity, or furvey ages 
nearer our own, we fhall find feveral of tlie greateft geniiafes {o far 
from being funk in indigence, that we {ee ; many of them enjoying 
{plendor: and honours, or at leaft fecured againft the anxieties of 
poverty, by a decent competence, and plenty of the conveniences 
of life. 


4ESCHYLUS was an officer of no mean rank in the Athenian 
army at the celebrated battle of Marathon; and SopHocies was 
an accomplifhed general, who commanded his countrymen in {e- 
veral moft important expeditions: THrocritus was careffed and 
enriched by Ptolomy ; and the gaiety of ANACREON was the refule 


of 


ef ecfeand plenty: Pinpar was better rewarded for many of his 
odes, than any other bard ancient ‘or: modera, except perhaps 
Borreau for-his celebrated piece of flattery on the taking Namur: 
Vrirort at laft poffefled a fine houfe at.Rome, and a Villa at 
| ‘Naples: “« Horace,” fays ‘SwirT in one..of his: lectures on 
oeconomy to Gay,. “lam furekept ‘his coach.:”. Lucan and 
Sinius Iraricus -dwelt.tn:marble palaces, .and had their gardens 
adorned avith the moft.exquifite and ‘capital ftatues of Greece ; 
(CORNEILLE and RACINE were both :admirable .mafters 
of their families, faithful hufbands, and prudent oeconomitts: 
BoiLeau, by the liberalities of Lewis, was enabled .to purchafe a 
delightful privacy at Auteuil, was eminently fkilled in the. manage- 
ment.of his finances, and defpifed that affeGeation which arrogantly 
aims to place itfelf above. the :neceflary decorums.and rules of 
civil life: in all which particulars they were ta by. ADDISON 


and Pops. er 


Ir ought not, therefore, to.be. concluded from a few examples 
to the contrary, that poetry and prudence are incompatible. Let 
thofe who are bleft with genius recollect, that ozconomy ‘is the 
parent of INTEGRITY, of LIBERTY, .and of EASE,; and the beau- 
teous fitter of TEMPERANCE, -Of CHEARFULNESS, a HEALTH: 
and that ‘PRORUSENESS is a-cruel and crafty. demoa,. that gradually 
involves . her followers i in dependance. and debts;. that _is,_.fetters 


them with. « irons that enter. into their fouls.” 


é e+e . 
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NUMBER LX. 


To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 


SATUR DAY, ‘Fue 2, 1753. 


é 


Sus eft et ab bofte docert. Ovip. 


4 O have delayed the publication of the following 
letter, would have been furely inexcufable; as it 
is fubfcribed with the name of avery great 
perfonage, who has been long celebrated for 
a4) his fuperiority of genius and knowledge; and 
as. pe vA whofe abilities will not appear to have been 
eee by fervility or faction, when his genuine productions 
{hall be better known. He has, indeed, been fufpe&ted of fome 
attempts againft REVEALED ReExicion; but the letter which I 
have the honour to publith, will do juftice to his character, and 
fet his principles in a new light. 


Oo ° Te 
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To the ADVENTURER. 
SIR, 

S your principal defign is to revive the practice of virtue, by 
eftablifhing the CurisTIAN RELIGION; you will naturally 
conclude, that your views and mine are directly oppofite: and my 
attempt to fhew, that it is your intereft to admit my correfpon- 
dence; will, therefore, be confidered as a proof of the contrary. 
You will, however, foon difcover, that by promoting your intereft, 
I feek my own; and when you have read my letter, you will be 
far from fufpecting, that under a f{pecious fhow of concurrence in 
your undertaking, I have concealed an attempt to render it in- 


effectual. 


“ NEVER to give up the prefent for the future,” is a maxim 
‘which I have always taught both by precept and example: I con- 
‘fider the Now, as the whole of my exiftence ; and, therefore, to 
improve it, is the whole of my ftudy. And, indeed, happinefs, like 
virtue, confifts not in reft, but in action: itis found rather in the 
perfuit, than the attainment of an end: for though the death of 
the ftag, is the purpofe of the chace ; yet the moment this purpofe 
is accomplifhed, the fport is at an end. Virtue and RELIGION 
alone can afford me employment: without them, I muft inevi- 
tably be idle ; and to be idle is to be wretched : I fhould, therefore, 
inftead of attempting to deftroy the principles upon which I was 
refifted, have been content to furmount them: for he who fhould 
hamftring the game, left any of them fhould efcape, would be 
juftly difappointed of the pleafure of running them down. Such, 
indeed, is my prefent condition: and as it will at once anfwer your 
purpofe and mine, I fhall exhibit an account of my condudt, and 
fhew how my difappointment was produced. 


My principal bufinefs has always been to counterwork the effects 
of REVEALED Reticion: I have, therefore, had little to do, ex- 
cept among Jews and Chriftians. In the early ages of the world, 
when REVELATION was frequently repeated with fenfible and 
miraculous circumftances, I was far from being idle ; and ftill think 
it an inconteftible proof of my abilities, that even then my labour 
was not always unfuccefsful, I applied not fo much to the under- 

: ftanding 
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{tanding as to the fenfes, till after the promulgation of CurisTI- 
ANITY; but I foon difcovered, that CurisT1anity afforded mo-. 
tives to VirTUE and Piety, which were f{carce to be over powered 
by temptation: I was, therefore, obliged now to exert my power, 
not upon the fenfes but the underftanding. As I could not fuf- 
pend the force of thefe motives, I laboured to direct them towards 
other obje&s; and in the eighth century [ had {o far fucceeded, as 
to produce a prevailing opinion, that ‘ the worfhip of images was 
“© of more moment than moral rectitude:” it was decreed by a 
pope and council, that to fpeak of them with irreverence was 
a forfeit of falvation; and that the offender fhould, therefore, be 
excommunicated: thofe who oppofed this decree, were perfecuted 
with fire and fword; and I had the fatisfaction not only of {up- 
planting virtue, but of propagating mifery, by a zeal for religion. 
I muft not, -however, arrogate all the honour of an event which 
{o much exceeded my hopes; for many arguments in favour of 
images were drawn from a book, intitled PRatum SprriTvace: in 
which it is affirmed, that having long tempted a hermit to incon- 
tinence, I offered to defift if he would ceafe to worfhip an image 
of the Virgin; and that the hermit having confulted an abbot, 
whether to accept or refufe the condition, was told, that it was 
more eligible to commit incontinence, than to neglect the wor- 
fhip of images: and I declare upon my honour that the fats, 
as far as they relate to me, did never happen, but are wholly 
invented . by the ingenious author. That falvation had very little 
connexion with virtue, was indeed an opinion which I propa- 
gated with great diligence; and with fuch fuccefs, that Bonrrace 
the apoftle of Germany declared the benefit of Sacraments to 
depend upon the qualifications of thofe by whom they were 
adminiftered; and that a Bavarian monk having ignorantly baptized 
in thefe words, ‘* Baptizo te in nomine patria filia et fpiritua 
«* fanéta,” all fach baptifms were invalid. Againft knowledge, 
however, I ‘never failed to oppofe zeal; and when Vici ius 
afferted, that the earth being a {phere, there were people upon it 
the foles of whofe feet were directly oppofite to each other; the 
fame father Boniface reprefented him to the pope as a corruptor 
of the CurisTraNn Fartu; and the pope, concurring with 
BonIFACE, foon after excommunicated a bifhop for adopting fo 
dangerous’ 
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‘dangerous an opinion, -declaring him a heretic, and a blafphemer 
-againft GOD and his own foul. In thefe inftances my fuccefs was 
the more remarkable, as I verily believe Bonrrace himfelf in- 
tended well, becaufe he died a.martyr with great.conftancy. 


_ T found, however, that while the Gospets ‘were publicly read, 
the fuperftructure which I had built upon them was in perpetual 
danger: I, therefore, exerted all my influence to difcontinue the 
practice; and at length fucceeded, though ArisToT.e’s Ethics 
were fubftituted for them in fome northern churches; but againft 
ARIsTOTLE’s Ethics I had not equal objections. 


Durine this period, therefore, my powers were neither diffi- 
_ pated by unfuccefsful labour, nor rendered ufelefs by neceffary idle- 
nefs: I had perplexed and confounded the.moft fimple and falutary 
doctrines, with abfurd fubtilties and extravagant conceits ; and I 
had armed with the weapons of fuperftition, and difguifed with 
the tinfel of ceremony, that ReL1Gron which comprehended 
every precept IN LovE TO GOD, AND To MAN; which gave 
no direction about divine worfhip, but that it fhould be performed 
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH; or about socIAL VIRTUE, but that 
love of sELF fhould be the meafure of bounty to others. But 
there was {till perfonal fancétity, though the doctrine and the difci- 
pline of the church were become corrupt and ridiculous: zeal was 
ftill animated by integrity, though it was no longer directed by 
knowledge: the fervice and the honour of GOD were full in- 
tended, though the means were miftaken. Many, indeed, gladly 
{ubftituted gain for godlinefs ; and committed every fpecies of 
wickednefs, becaufe they hoped to appropriate works of fuperero- 
gation that were performed by others: but there were fome who 
practifed all the feverities of erroneous piety, and fuffered the mor- 
tification which they recommended : fo that I had ftill fomething 
to do, and was ftill encouraged to diligence by fuccefs. 


Bur all thefe advantages depended upon ignorance; for the fe- 
curity of ignorance, therefore, I affirmed that fhe was the mother 
of devotion; a lie fo fuccefsful, that it paffed into a proverb. 


Tue 
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Tue period, however, arrived, when knowledge could be no 
longer fupprefied; and I was under the moft dreadful apprehen- 
fions that all the abfurdities, by which I had diminithed the in- 
fluence and the beauty of CurisT1aANnity, would now be -re- 
moved: I could not conceive, that thofe motives which had pro- 
duced abftinence and folitude, vigils, fcourgings, and the mortifi- 
cation of every appetite and every paffion, would fail to produce a 
more reafonable fervice ; or become ineffectual, when the paths of 
duty appeared to be not only peaceful but pleafant. 1 did not, 
however, fit down in defpair; but the knowledge which I could 
not reprefs, I laboured to pervert. As the human intellect is 
finite, and can comprehend only finite objeéts, I knew that if all 
was rejected as incredible which was not comprehended, I fhould 
have little to fear from a religion founded in Inrinrre PERFECTION, 
and conneG&ed with revelations which an InriniTe Berne had 
vouchfafed of himfelf. I, therefore, immediately oppofed reafon 
to faith: I threw out fubje&s of debate which I knew could never 
be difcuffed ; the affent of many was fufpended, in expeCtation 
that impofitbilities would be effedted; and at laft refufed in 
the fretfulnefs of difappointment. Thus infidelity gradually fuc- 
ceeded to fuperitition: the hope and fear, the love, reverence, and 
gratitude, which had been excited by CurisTraniry, and pro- 
duced fuch aftonifhing effects, were now felt no more ; and as the 
moft forcible motives to piety and virtue were again wanting, piety 
was wholly neglected and virtue rendered more eafy and commo- 
dious: the bounds of moral obligation included every day lefs and 
lefs; and crimes were committed without componeson; Peal 
they were not fuppofed to incur ur punifhment. ~ 


Tuese evils, Mr. ADVENTURER, evils both in your eftimation 
and mine, I am afraid will continue if they cannot increafe: dif- 
putation and {cepticifm flourifh without my influence, and have 
left no principle for me to countera&: the number of my vaffals 
is indeed greatly increafed by the unfolicited wickednefs of the 
prefent time; but this increafe is not equivalent to the pleafure 
ef feduction. 


Ir 
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Ir the importance, therefore, of CurisrraniTy te menkind, 
fhall appear from its having bufied me to fubvert it,. and from the 
raifery which 1 fuffer im idlenefs now my purpefe is unhappily 
efteded ; I hope they are not yet fo obdurate in ill, as to. perfitt in 
rejecting it merely in fpight to me; and deftrey themfeives, only 
that I may net be amued. by attemptiag their deftruGion. : You 
fec, that I have fufiscient benevolence to requeft, that they would 
fegard their awn interedt, at lea as far as it is confiftent with 
mine ; and if they refufe me, 3 am confident you will think they, 
treat me with more feverity cham I deferve. _ 


I have the hanour to be, 
ee “ S I R, 
Your moft obedient 
and very bunabdle abl foevant, 


SATAN, 


a ee SO ee 


THE 
ADVEN TURER. 


NUMBER LXI. 


To be continued on Tuespays and SATURDAYS. 


TUESDAY, une 5, 1753. 


Ploravere fuis non refpondere favorem 


Quefitum meritis Hor. 


ERHAPS there is not any word in the 
language lefs underftood than Honour; and 
but few that might not have been equally mif- 
taken, without producing equal mifchief. 


Kal 


os Honour is both a motive and an end: as a 
principle of action it differs from virtue only in degree; and, there- 
fore, neceffarily includes it, as generofity includes juftice: and as 
a reward, it can be deferved only by thofe actions which no other 
principle can produce. To fay of another that he isa Man or 
Honour, is at once to attribute the principle and to confer the 
reward. But in the common acceptation of the word, Honovr, 
as a principle, does not include virtue; and, therefore, as a reward, 
is frequently beftowed upon vice. Such, indeed, is the blindnefs 


Ppp and 
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and vaffalage of human reafon, that men are difcouraged from virtue 
by the fear of fhame, and incited to vice by the hope of honour. 

Jonour, indeed, is always claimed in fpecious terms; but the 
‘facts upon which the claim is founded are often flagitioufly wicked. 
Loraario arrogates the character of aman of honour, for having 
‘defended a lady who had put herfelf under his protection from in- 
‘fult at the rifqgue of life: and ALEAToR for fulfilling an engage- 
ment to which the law would not have obliged him, at the ex- 
pence of liberty. But the champion of the lady had firft feduced 
her to adultery; and to preferve her from the refentment of her 
~ hufband, had killed him in a duel: and the martyr to his promife 
had paid a fum, which fhould have difcharged the bill of a ne- 
ceffitous tradefman, to a gamefter of quality who had given him 
‘credit at cards. 


Sucu, in the common opinion, are men of honour; and he who 
in certain circumftances fhould abftain from murder, perfidy, or 
‘ingratitude, would be avoided as retleCting infamy upon his com- 


‘pany. 


In thefe fpeculations I exhaufted my waking powers a few nights 
cago; and at length finking into flumber, I was immediately tran- 
{ported into the regions of fancy. 


As I was fitting penfive and alone at the foot of a hill, a man, 
‘whofe appearance was extremely venerable, advanced towards me 
with great {peed ; and, beckoning me to fellow him, began haftily 
to climb the hill. My mind fuddenly fuggefted, that this was the 
genius of Instruction: I, therefore, inftantly rofe up.and obcyed 
the filent intimation of his will; but not being able to afcend with 
equal rapidity, he caught hold of my hand, “ linger not,” faid he, 
“ left the hour of illumination be at at end.” We now afcended 
together, and when we had gained the fummit he ftood {fiill. 
“« Survey the profpect,” faid he, “ and tell me what thou feeft.” 
“© To the right,” replied I, “ is a long valley, and on the lefta 
boundlefs plain: at the end-of the valley is a mountain that 
reaches to the clouds; and on the fummit a brightnefs which I 
“© cannot yet ftedfaftly behold.” In that valley, faid he, the dil- 
ciples of ViRTUE prefs forward ; and the votaries of Vice wander 
on the plain. Inthe path of Virtue are many afperities: the 

foot 
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foot is fometimes wounded by thorns, and fometimes braiied 
againft a ftone ; but the fky over it is always ferene; the travelicr 
is refrefhed by the breezes of health, and invigorated by the ray of 
chearfulnefs. The plain is adorned with flowers which gratify the 
fenfe with fragrance and beauty; but the beauty is tranfient, and 
the fragrance hurtful: the ground ts foft and level; and the paths 
are fo various, that the turf is no where worn away: but above is 
perpetual gloom; the fun is not feen, nor the breeze felt; the air 
ftagnates, and peftilential vapours diffufe drowfinefs laffitude and 
anxicty. At the foot of the mountain are the bowers of Peace, 
and on the fummit is the temple of Honour. 


Bur all the difciples of Virruz do not afcend the mountain: 
her path, indeed, is continued beyond the bowers; and the laft 
{tage is the afcent of the precipice: to climb, is the voluntary la- 
hour of the vigorous and the bold; to defift, is the irreproachable 
repofe of the timid and the weary. To thofe, however, who 
have furmounted the difficulties of the way, the gates of the 
temple have not always been opened; nor againft thofe by whom 
it has never been trodden, have they always been fhut: the decli- 
vity of the mountain on the other fide, is gradual and eafy ; 
and by the appointment of fate, the entrance to the temple of 
Honour has been always kept by Opinion. Opinion, indeed, 
ought to have acted under the influence of TRutTu; but was 
foon perverted by PReyupice and Custom: fhe admitted many 
‘who afcended the mountain without labour from the plain, and 
rejected fome who had toiled up the precipice in the path of 
Virturt. Thefe, however, were not clamorous for admittance; 
but either repined in filence, or exulting with honeft pride in the 
-confcioufnefs of their own dignity, turned from Opinion with 
contempt and difdain ; and {miled upon the world which they 
had left beneath them, the witnefs of that labour of which they 
had been refufed the reward. 


But the crowd within the temple became difcontented and 
tumultuous: the difciples of VirTUE, jealous of an eminence 
wvhich they had obtained by the utmoft eftorts of human power, 

_ made fome attempts to expell thofe who had ftroled negligently 
| up the flope, and been admitted by Opinion to pollute the temple. 
and difgrace the aflembly: thofe, whofe right was difputed, were, 

| how- 
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however, all ready to decide the controverfy by the fword; and 
as they dreaded fcarce any imputation but cowardice, they treated 
thofe with great infolence who declined this decifion, and yet 
would not admit their claim. 


‘Tus confufion and uproar was beheld by the Goppess with 
indignation and regret : fhe flew to the throne of JuprTeR, and 
cafting herfelf at his feet, ‘* Great ruler of the world,” faid fhe, 
“<< if T have erected a temple to fulfil the purpofes of thy wif 
“¢ dom and thy love, to allure mortals up the fteep of Virtue, 
“¢ and animate them to communicate happinefs at the expence of 
“¢ life; let it not be perverted to render vice prefumptuous, nor 
“© poffeffed by thofe who dare to perifh in the violation of thy 
“* laws, and the diffufion of calamity.” JupiTeER gracioufly 
touched the Goperss with his fceptre, and replied, ‘« that the 
“© appointment of fate he could not reverfe; that admiffion to her 
“* temple mutt ftill depend upon Opinion ; but that he would de- 
«< pute Reason to examine her conduct, and, if poffible, put 
«* her again under the influence of TRuTu.” 


Reasov, therefore, in obedience to the command of Jup1rer, 
‘defcended upon the mountain of Honour and entered the temple. 
At the firft appearance of REASON contention was fufpended, and 
the whole aflembly became filent with expectation: but the mo- 
ment fhe revealed her commiifion, the tumu!t was renewed with 
yet greater violence. All were equally confident, that Rrason 
would eftablifh the determination of Opinion in their favour; 


and he that {poke loudeft, hoped to be firft heard. Reason’ 


knew, that thofe only had a right to enter the temple, who af- 


cended by the path of VirTueE: to determine, therefore, who- 


fhould be expelled or received, nothing more feemed necefiary, 
than to difcover by which avenue they had accefs: but Reason 


herfelf found this difcovery, however eafy in fpeculation, very 
difficult in effect. 


Tue moft flagitious affirmed, that if they had not walked the 
whole length of the valley, they came into it at the foot of the 
mountain; and that at leaft the path by which they had afcended 
it, was the path of Virtue. This was cagerly contradicted by 

others ; 
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others; and to prevent the tedious labour of deducing truth from 
a great variety of circumftances, OPINION was called to decide the 
queftion. 


Bur it foon appeared, that Opinion fcarce knew one path 
from the other; and that fhe neither determined to admit or refufe 
upon certain principles, or with difcriminating knowledge. Rea- 
son, however, {till continued to examine her ; and that the might 
judge of the credibility of her evidence by the account fhe would 
give of a known character, afked her, which fide of the moun- 
tain was afcended by the Macepon1an, who deluged the world 
with blood: fhe anfwered without hefitation, “* the fide of Vir- 
<< pyr; that the knew the was not miftaken, becaufe the faw him 
«« in the path at a great diftance, and temarked that no man had 
«< ever afcended with fuch impetuous fpeed.” As REAson knew 
this account to be falfe, fhe ordered Opinion to be difmiffed, and 
proceeded to a more particular examination of the parties them- 
felves. | 


REASON found the accounts of many to be in the higheft degree 
extravagant and abfurd: fome, as a proof of their having climbed 
the path of Virtue, defcribed profpects that appeared from the 
oppofite fide of the mountain: and others affirmed, that the path 
was {mooth and level; and that many had walked it without 
ftumbling when they were fcarce awake, and others when they 
were intoxicated with wine. 


Upon the foreheads of all thefe Reason impreffed a mark of 
reprobation : and as fhe could not expel them without the con- 
currence of Opinion, fhe delivered them over to Time, to 
whom fhe knew Opinion had always paid great deference, and 
who had generally been a friend to Trutu. 


TIME was commanded to ufe his influence to procure their ex- 
pulfion, and to perfuade Opinion to regulate her determinations 
by the judgment of Trutu. Jusrice alfo decreed, that if fhe 
perfifted to execute her office with negligence and caprice, unde. 
the influence of PREyupDiICcs, and in concurrence with the 

abfur- 
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-abfurditiesof Custom, fhe fhould be given up to Ripicutg, a 

‘ remorfelefs being who rejoices in the anguifh which he inflicts : by 
-him alone Opinion can be punifhed ; at the found of his fcourge 

¢ fhe trembles with apprehenfion ; and whenever it has been applied 
by the direction of Justice, Opinion has always become obe- 
‘dient to TRUTH. 


TIME, continued my inftructor, ftill labours to fulfil the command 
of Reason ; but though he has procured many to be expelled whe 
had been admitted, yet he has gained admiffion for but few who 
have been rejected ; and Opinion ftill continues negligent and per- 
verfe ; for as fhe has often felt the fcourge of Rip1cuLe when it 
has not been deferved, the dread of it has no otherwife influenced 

_ her conduét, than by throwing her into fuch confufion, that the 
purpofes of REAson are fometimes involuntarily defeated. 


. * How then,” faid I, “ fhall Honour diftinguifh thofe whom 
“* the wifhes to reward?” “‘ They fhall be diftinguifhed,” replied the 
vifionary fage, ‘in the regions of IMMoRTALITY; to which they 
© will at length be conducted by Timez, who will not fuffer them 
~ € to be finally difappointed.” 


Wuite I was liftening to this reply, with my eyes fixed fted- 
faftly upon the temple, it fuddenly difappeared: the black clouds 
that hovered over the plain of Vice burft in thunder; the hill on 
which I ftood began to fink under me; and the ftart of fudden 
terror as I defcended awaked me. 


ae 


my | = - “= 6® 
ee re, SS 4; y ) 5 25 Q 
Vim \ ‘ 


We 
p 
N 


. A a N t 
“~~ Nol ite (ie 
av 


ADVENTURER 


NUMBER LXH. 


Yo be continued on Tusspays and SATURDAYS. | 


SATURDAY, June 9, 1753. 


O fortuna-viris invida fortibus 
Quam non aqua bonis prama druidis. SENECA. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


* © the account of fuch of my companions as are 
er 3 imprifoned without being miferable, or are mi- 
Me an ay ferable without any claim tocompatiion, I pro- 
gen Foy mifed to add the hiftories of thofe, whofe 
(grr a) virtue has made them unhappy, or whofe mifs 
ass cfm Lhe fortunes are at leaft without acrime. That this, 
catalogue fhould be very numerous, neither you nor your readers 
ought to expect ; rari quippe bont: virtue is uncommon in all the 
<lafles of humanity; and I fuppofe it will {carcely be imagined 


more frequent in a prifon than in other places. 
-- ~ ~@ e * 


ey 
. 


‘ Yer in thefe gloomy regions is to be found the tendernefs, the 
generofity, the philanthropy of SrRENUs, who might have lived 
in competence and eafe, if he could have looked without emotion 
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on the ‘miferies of another. SerEwvs was one of thofe exalted minds, 
‘whom knowledge and fagacity could not make fufpicious; who 
poured ont his foul in boundlefs intimacy, and theught community 
‘of poffeffions the law of friendfhip. The friend of SerENus was 
arrefted for debt, and after many endeavours to foften his cre- 
ditor, fent his wife to folicit that affiftance which never was re- 
fufed. The tears and importumity of female diftrefs were more 
than was neceflary to move the heart of Serenus; he hafted imme- 
diately away, and conferring a dhort time with his friend, found 
him confident that if the prefent preflure was taken off, he fhould 
{oon be able to re-eftablith his affairs. SERENUS, accuftomed to be- 
lieve, .and afraid to aggravate diftrefs, did not attempt to detect the 
‘fallacies of hope, nor reflect that every man overwhelmed with 
calamity believes that if that was removed he dhall immediately 
be happy: he, therefore, with little hefitation offered himfelf as furety. 


In the firft raptures of efcape all was joy, gratitude and confi- 
dence ; the friend of Szrenus difplayed his profpects, and counted 
-over the {ums of which he fhould infallibly be mafter, before the 
.day of payment. SERENUs in a fhort time began to find his danger, 
‘but could not prevail with himfelf to repent of beneficence; and 
therefore fuffered himfelf ftill to be amufed with projeéts which he 
durft not confider, for fear of finding them impracticable. The 
debtor, after he had tried every method of raifing money, which 
art or indigence could prompt, wanted either fidelity or refolution 
to furrender himfelf to prifon, and left SerENus to take his place. 


Srrenus has often propofed to the creditor to pay him whate 
ever he fhall appear to. have loft, by the flight of his friend; but 
however reafonable this propofal may be thought, avarice and 
brutality have been hitherto inexorable, and Serenus ftill cone 
tinues to languifh in prafon. 


In this place, however, where want makes almoft every man 
felfith, or defperation gloomy, it is the good fortune of SERENUs not 
to live without a friend: he paffes moft of his heurs in the conver- 
. fation of Canpipus, a man whom the fame virtuous dudility has 
with fome difference of circumftances made equally unhappy. Can-~ 
pipus, when he was young, helplefs, and ignorant, found a patron 

that 
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that educated, protected, and fupported him: his patron tein2 more 
vigilant for others than himfelf, left at his death an.only fon, defti- 
tute and friendlefs. Canpipus was eager to repay the benefits he had 
received; and having maintained the youth for a few years at his 
own houfe, afterwards placed him with a merchant of eminence, 
and gave bonds to a great value as a fecurity for his conduct. 


THE young man, removed too early from the only eye of which 
he dreaded the obfervation, and deprived of the only inftruétion 
‘which he heard with reverence, foon learned to confider virtue as 
reftraint, and reftraint as oppreffion ; and to look with.a longing 
eye at every expence to which he could not reach, and every | lea- 
fure which he could not partake: by degrees he deviated from his 
firtt regularity, and unhappily mingling among young men bufy 
in diffipating the gains of their fathers induftry, he forgot the 
precepts of Canpipus, {pent the evening in parties of pleafure, and 
the morning in expedients to fupport his riots. He was, how- 
ever, dextrous and active in bufinefs; and his mafter, being 
fecured againft any confequences of difhonefty, was very little fo- 
licitous to infpect his manners, or to inquire how he paffed thofe 
hours which were not immediately devoted to the bufinefs of his 
profeffion: when he was informed of the young man’s extrava- 
gance or debauchery, Let bss bondfiman kok to that, {aid he, I have 


taken care of myfelf. 


'  Tuus the unhappy fpendthrift proceeded from folly to folly, and 
from vice to vice, with the connivance if not the encouragement of 
his matter, till in the heat of a nocturnal revel he committed fuch 
violences in the ftreet as drew upon him a ctiminal profecution. 
Guilty and unexperienced, he knew not what courfle to take; 
_to confefs his crime to Canprpus, and folicit his interpofition, was 
little lefs dreadful than to ftand before the frown of a court of 
juftice. Having, therefore, pafled the day with anguifh in his 
heart and diftraction in his looks, he feized at night a very farge 
fum of money in the counting houfe, and fetting out he anew 
not whither, was heard of no more. 


Tue confequence of his flight was the ruin of Canpipus ; ruin 


furely undeferved and irreproachable, and fuch as the laws of a 
juft 
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Jatt government ought either to prevent or repair: nothirg. 
is’ more inequitable than that one man éhould fuffer for the 
crimes ef another, for crimes which he neither prompted nor per-, 
mitted, which he could neither forefee nor prevent: when 
~ we confider the weaknefs of human refolutions and the incon-, 
ftancy ef humaa condud, it muft appear abfurd that one man 
thall engage for another, that he will not change his opinions 
‘or alter his conduct. 


' Ir is, I think, worthy of confideration, whether, fince no’ 
wager ‘is binding without a poffibility of lofs on each fide, it is 
not equally reafonable that no contrat fhould be valid without 
reciprocal Rtipulations: but in this cafe, and others of the fame 
kind, what is ftipulated ‘on his fide to whom the ‘bond is given ? 
he takes advantage of the fecurity, neglects his affairs, omits - his 
duty, fuffers timorous -wickednefs to grow daring by degrees, per- 
mits appetite to call for new gratifications, and, perhaps, fecretly 
longs for the time, in which he thal! have power to feize the for- 
feiture: and if virtue or gratitude fhould prove too ftrong for 
temptation, and a young man perfift in honefty, however intti- 
gated by his paffions, what can fecure him at laft againft a falfe ac- 
cufation? I for my part always fhall fufpect, that he who can by 
fuch methods fecure his property, will go one ftep farther to increafe 
it: nor can J think that man fafely trufted with the means of mif- 
chief, who by his defire to have them in his hands, gives an 
evident proof how much lefs he values his neighbour's happinefs 
than his own. 


ANOTHER of our companions is LeEnTutus, aman whofe dig- 
nity of birth was very iil fupported by his fortune: as fome of the 
firft offices in the kingdom were filled by his relations, he was 
early invited to court, and encouraged by careffes and pramifes to 
attendance and folicitation: a conilant appearance in f{plendid 
company neceffarily required magnificence of drefs; and a frequent 
participation of fafhtonable amufements forced him into expence : 
but thefe meafures were requifite to his fuccefs; fince every body 
knows, that to be loft to fight 1s to be loit to remembrance, and 

that he who defires to fill a vacancy muft be always at hand, leit 
fome man of greater vigilance fhould ftep in before him . + 


By 
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By this a af life ‘his little fortuné was every day made lefs: 
but he received fo many diftinGions in public, and was known to 
refort fo familiarly to the houfes of the great, that every man looked 
on his preferment as certain, and believed that its value would com- 
penfate for its flownefs: he, therefore, found no difficulty in obtaining 
credit for all that his rank or his vanity made neceflary; and as rea- 
dy payment was not expected, the bills were proportionably en- 
Jarged, and the value of the hazard or delay were adjufted folely 
"by the equity of the creditor. At length death deprived Lentuxus 
of one of his patrons, and a revolution in the miniftry of another; 
fo that all his profpects vanithed at once, and thofe that had before 
encouraged his expences began to perceive that their money was in 
danger: there was now no other contention but who fhould firft 
{eize upon his perfon, and, by forcing immediate payment, deliver 
him up naked to the vengeance of the reft. In purfuance of this 
-{cheme, one of them invited him to a tavern, and procured him to 
be arrefted at the door ; but Lenrutus, inftead of endeavouring 
fecretly to pacify him by payment, gave notice to the reft, and of- 
fered to divide amongft them the remnant of his fortune: they 
feafted fix hours at his expence, to deliberate on his propofal, and 
at laft determined, that, as he could not offer more than five fhil- 
lings in the pound, it would be more prudent to keep him in pri- 
fon, till he could procure from his relations the payment of his 


debts. 


LENTULUs is not the only man confined within thefe walls, on 
the fame account: the like procedure, upon the like motives, is 
common among men whom yet the law allows to partake the ufe 
of fire and water with the compaffionate and the juft; who fre- 
quent the aflemblies of commerce in open day, and talk with de- 
teftation and contempt of highwaymen or houfe-breakers: but, 
furely, that man mutt be confefledly robbed, who is compelled, by 
whatever means, to pay the debts which he does not owe; nor can 
Tlook with equal hatred on him, who, at the hazard of his life, 
holds out his piftol and demands my purfe, as on him who plun- 
ders under fhelter of the law, and, by detaining my daughter ormy 
friend in prifon, extorts from me the price of their liberty. No 
man can be more an enemy to fociety than he by whofe machina- 

tions 
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tions our virtues are turned to our difadvantage ; he is lefs deftructive 
to mankind that plunders cowardice, than he that preys upon com- 
paffion. a a | 


_T believe, Mr, ADVENTURER, you will readily confefs, that, 
though not one of thefe, if tried before a commercial judicature, 
can be wholly acquitted from imprudence or temerity; yet that, in 
the eye of all who can confider virtue as diftin& from. wealth, 
the fault of two of them, at leaft, is out-weighed by the merit, 
and that of the third is fo much extenuated by the circumftances 
of his life, as not to deferve a perpetual prifon: yet muft thefe, 
with multitudes equally blamelefs, languifh in confinement, til] 
malevolence fhall relent, or the law be changed. 


I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 


MISARGYRUS. 
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TUESDAY, June 12, 175%. 


Pereant qui anté nos, nofira dixerunt ! 
Donatus apud JeRom. 


RS ‘@= HOE number of original writers, of writers who 
Bad O: 3 difcover any traces of native thought, or veins: 
ratte , of new expreffion, is found to be extremely 

Ae-Ie BES fmall, in every branch of literature. Few 
iam) RG poffefs ability or courage to think for them- 

SS O® Se felves, to truft to their own powers, to rely on 
their own ftock ; and, therefore, the generality creeps tamely and 
cautioufly in the track of their predeceffors. The quinteffence of 
the largeft libraries tight be reduced to the compafs of a few 
volumes, if all ufelefs repetitions, and acknowledged truths, were 
to be omitted in this procefs of chymical criticifm. A learned 
Frenchman inform us, that he intended to compile a treatife, ox} 
ar deo iemiver, “ eoncetning things which had been faid dut once,” 


which I fancy would have been contained in a {mall pamphlet. 


Rrr Ir 
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Ir happens unfortunately in poetry, which principally claims 
the merit of novelty and invention, that this: want of originality 
arifes frequently, not from a barrennefs and timidity of genius, but 
from invincible neceffity and the nature of things. ‘The works of 
thofe who profefs an art whofe effence is imitation, muft needs be 
-ftamped with a clofe refemblance to each other; fince the objetts 
material or animate, extraneous or internal, which they all imitate, 
lie equally open to the obfervation of all, and are perfectly fimilar, 
Defcriptions, therefore, that are faithful and juft, muft be uni- 
.form and alike: thewfirft copier may be, perhaps, entitled to the 
praife of priority ; but a fucceeding one oughit not certainly to be 
condemned for ieee 


I am inclined to think, that a eee the manifold altera- 
tions diffufed in modern times over the face of nature, by the in- 
vention of arts and manufaétures, by the extent of commerce, by 
_ the improvements in philofophy and mathematics, by the manner 
of fortifying and fighting, by the important difcovery of both the 
Indies, and above all by the total change of religion; yet an epic or 
dramatic writer, though furrounded with fuch a multitude of no- 
velties, would find it difficult or impoffible to be totally original, 
and effentially different from Homer and Sopuoctes. The caufes 
that excite and the operations that exemplify the greater paffions, 
will always have an exact coincidence, though: perhaps a: little di- 
verfified by climate or cuftom: every exafperated hero ‘mutt rage 
like Acuities, and every afflidted widow mourn like Anpro- 
MACHE : an abandoned ArmMipaA will make ufe of Drbo’s exe- 
crations; and a Jew will nearly refemble a Grecian, when placed 
almoft in the {ame fituation ; that is, the I6as of Racine in his 
— ar aes will be very like the I6n of EuriP1DEs. 


BoILEAU heim, that a new and extraordinary thought is by 
no means a thought which no perfon ever conceived before, or 
could poffibly conceive; on the contrary, it is fuch a thought as 
muft have occurred to every man in the like cafe, and have beer 
one of the firft in any perfon’s mind upon the fame’ occafion :. and 
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it is a maxim of Pops, that whatever. is, very good fenfe, mutt 
have been common fenfe i in all times. 


| Bur if from the intent refletions it may appear difficult, to 
diftinguith imitation and plagiarifm from neceflary refemblance 
and unavoidable analogy, yet the following paflages of Popr,which, 
becaufe they have never been taken notice of, may poffibly enter- 
tain curious and critical anes ‘feem evidently: to be borrowed, 


though they are improved. ~ 


Tur ‘dying CurisTran addretfes his foul with a fine fpirit of 
poetical enthufiafm: —" 


_ Vital {perk of heavenly flame! ; . 

- Quit, O quit this mortal. frame! _ 
Trembling, hoping, -ling’ring, flying, 
Oh! the pain, the blifs of dying !—— 
Hark! they whifper — Angels fay,” 
Sifter {pirit, come away ! 


I was furprized.: to find this: animated paflage clofely copied from 
one of the vile er writers -in the time . Charles the fecond : 


When o on my fick bed I fami. 

Full of forrow, full of anguith,. 

F ainting, gafping, trembling, crying, 

Panting, groaning, {peechlefs, dying ! - 

Methinks I hear fome gentle fpirit fay, | | 

Be not wcaniciae come si de | FLATMaN. 
PALINGENIUs and Cannon wv farnithed him ihe “the two fol- 
Jowing thoughts in the Effay on Man: | : 


Superior beings, adel of late hehe fie es 
A mortal man unfold all nature’s law ; 2 
_Admir’d fach wifdom in an earthly Ha 

. , ;&nd fhew'd a Newton, as we fhew an ape, Pops. 


Utque 
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Utque movit riobis imitatrix fini rifum, 
Sic nos celicohs, quoties cervice fuperbd 


Ventofi gradimur 


A: 1 e ; 
Simia calicolim, rifufque jocufque deorum eft ; 
Tunc homo, guum temeré ingenio confidit, & audet 
Abdita natura ferutari, arcanaque divim. PA vincENtvs. 
While man exclaims, “ fee all things for my ufe !” 
«« See man for mine!” replies a pamper'd pote. Pore. 


«© Man fcruples not to fay, that he enjoyeth the _— and the 
<< elements ; as if all had been made, and ftill move, only for 
“him. In this fenfe 2 gofling may fay as much, dnd perhaps 
with more truth and jufthefs.” CHARRON. 


That he hath borrowed not only fentiments but even expreffions 
from Wo ttasTon and Pascat cannot be doubted, if we confider 
two more pafiages. 


When the loofe mountain trembles from on high, 

Shall gravitation ceafe if you go by? 

Or fome old temple nodding to its fall, 

For Chartres’ head referve the hanging wall? § Pope. 


« Tp a good man be paffing by an infirm building, juft in the 
* article of falling; can it be expected, that GOD fhould 
« fufpend the force of gravitation till he is gone by, in order to 
«« his deliverance ?” WoLLasTOn. | 


Chaos of thought and paffion all confus’d, 

Still by himfelf abus’d, of difabus’d ; 

‘Created half to rife, and half to fall, 

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 

Sole judge of truth, in endlefs error hurFd,. 

The glory, jeft, and riddle ef the world. Pop; 


‘¢ “What 
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‘ What a chimera then is man! what a confufed chaos! what 
‘ a fubject of contradiction! a profetied judge of all things, and 
‘ yet a feeble worm of the earth! the great depofitary and guar- 
‘ dian of truth, and yet a mere huddle of uncertainty! the 
‘ glory and the fcandal of the univerfe!” = Pascat. 


La) 


“ 


wn 


THE witty allufion to the punishment of avarice, in the Epiftle 


on Riches, 


Damn’d to the mines, an all fate betides 
The flave that digs it, and the flave that hides ; 


is plainly taken from The Caujes of the Decay of Chriftran’ Piety, 
where that.excellent and neglected writer fays, ‘ It has always 
“© been held the fevereit treatment of flaves and malefaétors, 
“* damnare ad metalla, to force them to dig in the mines: now 
“© this is the covetous: man’s lot, from which he is never to ex- 
“© pect, a releafe.” .And the celebrated refle@tion with which 
CHARTRES'S epitaph, in the fame epiftle concludes, is the Ps 
perty of BRUYERE. - » gre 


To rock the cradle of repofing age, 


is a tender and elegant image ‘of filial piety, for which Pope is 
indebted ‘to MonTAGNE, hb wifhes, in one of his eflays; to find 
a fon-in-law that may ‘“ kindly cherifh his old age, and rock it 
“¢ afleep.” And the character of Helluo the glutton, introduced 
to exemplify the force and continuance of the ruling paffion, who’ 
in the agonies of death exclaimed, = 


‘——— Then bring the fowl! . 


Pw 


is taken from that tale in FONTAINE, which ends, 


Puis qui "il faut que je meure, a 
Di: faire tant de facon, | 
Quon m ‘apporte tout a I beure. 
Le refle de mon potffon. °: 


In feveral parts of his writings, Popz feems to have formed 
himfelf on the model of BorLzau ; as might appear, from a large 
| | de- 
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deduction of particular pafflages, almoft —— ‘ranflated, from 
that nervous and fenfible fatyrift. 


happily to fteer 
From grave to gay, from lively to fevere. Pore. 


dune voix legere 
afer du grave au doux, du plaifant au fevere} Botveau. 


Prite, malice, folly, againft DryDEN rofe, 
In various fhapes of parfons, critics, beaus. Pore. 


L jgrardhee, & Perreur a fes naiffantes peices, 
En habits de vnarguis, en robbes de comteffes, 
Venoient pour diffumer fon chef-d-euvre noveau. BOILEAU. 


While I am tranfcribing thefe fimilitudes, I feel great uneafmefs 
‘on two accounts; left I thould-be accufed -of vainly and impo- 
tently endeavouring td caft clouds over the reputation of this ex- 
alted and truly original -genius, “‘ whofe memory,” to ufe an ex- 
preffion of Ben Jonson, ‘‘ I do honour, on this fide idolatry, as 
“* much as any;” and left the reader fhould be cloyed and dif- 
gufted with a clufter of quotations : it happens, however, for- 
tunately, that each paflage I have produced, contains fome impor- 
tant moral truth, or conveys fome pleafing image to the mind. 


Critics feem agreed in giving greater latitude to the imitation 
of the ancients, than of later writers. To enrich a compofition 
with the fentiments and images of Greece and Rome, is ever 
efteemed not only lawful, but meritorious. We adorn our wri- 
tings with their ideas, with as little fcruple, as our houfes with 
their ftatues. And Poussin is not accufed of plagiarifm, for 
having painted AGRIPPINA covering her face with beth her hands 
at the death of Germanicus; becaufe TimanTuHEs had repre- 
fented AGAMEMNon clofely veiled at the facrifice of his daugh- 
ter, judicioufly leaving the {pectator to guefs at a forrow inex- 
preflible, and that mocked the power of the pencil. 
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SATURDAY, ‘June 16, 1753. 


- Notitiam primofque gradus vicinia fecit ; 
Tempore crevit amor. Ovib. 


To the AnvenTo a: 


2S OUR paper of lat Tu ofday fev ight, which I 
KX did not read till to day, determined me to fend 
you an account of ty friend Eucenro,. by 
whofe diftrefs my mind has been long kept in 
ee J perpetual agitation : and, perhaps, my narrative 
(Garg eZEs may not only illuftrate your ai ae -but con- 
tribute to recover r opinion from es Geleeson: % ; 


As Orairio, the father of EvucEn1d, had no oekaki but 
thofe of a man of honour, he avoided ulike both the virtaes and 
the vices which are incompatible with that character: religion he 
fappofed to be a contrivance of priefts and politicians, to keep the 

Sff vulgar 
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vulgar in awe; and ufed by thofe in the rank of gentlemen who 
‘pretend to acknowledge its obligations, only as an expedient 
to conceal their want of fpirit. By a conduct regulated upon 
thefe principles, he gradually reduced a paternal eftate of two 
thoufand pounds per annum to five hundred. Befides Eucenio, 
he had only one child, a daughter: his wife died while they 
were infants. His younger brother, who had acquired a very 
confiderable fortune in trade, retired unmarried into the country : 
he knew that the paternal eftate was greatly reduced ; and, therc- 
fore, took the expence.of his nephew’s education upon himéfelf : 
after fome years had been fpent at Weftminfter {chool, he fent 
him to the univerfity, and fupported him by a very genteel an- 
nuity. 


EuGENIO, though his temper was remarkably warm and 
fprightly, had yet a high relifh of literature, and infenfibly ac- 
quired a {trong attachment to a college life. His apartment ad- 
joined to mine, and our acquaintance was foon improved into 
friendfhip. I found in him great ardour of benevolence, and a 
fenfe of generofity and honour which I had conceived to exiit 
only in romance: ,with refpect to CHRISTIANITY, indeed, he 
was as yet a f{ceptic: but I found it eafy to obviate general ob- 
jections ; and, as he had great penetration and fagacity, was fu- 
perior to prejudice, and habituated in no vice which he wifhed to 
countenance by infidelity, he began to believe as foon as he began 
to enquire: the evidence for revelation at length appeared incon- 
teftible ; and without bufying himfelf with the cavils of fubtilty 
again{t particular doctrines, he determined to adhere inviolably to 
the precepts asa rule of life, and to truft in the promifes as the 
foundation of hope. The fame ardour and firmnefs, the fame 
generofity and honour, were now exercifed with more exalted 
views, and upon a more perfect plan. We confidered me as his 
preceptor, and I confidered him as my example: our friendfhip 
increafed every day ; and I believe he had conceived a defiga to 
follow me into orders. But when he had continued at college 
about two years, he received a command from his father to come 
immediately to town ; for that his earneft defire to place him in 


the 
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the army. was now accomplifhed, and he had procured him a 
captain’s commiffion. By the fame poft he received a letter from 
‘his uncle, in which he was ftrongly urged to continue at college, 
with promifes of fucceeding to his whole eftate ; his father’s project 
was zealoufly condemned, and his neglect of a brother’s concur- 
rence refented. EucGenio, though it was greatly his defire to 
continue at college, and his intereft to oblige his uncle, yet obeyed 
his father without a moment's hefitation. 


WueEnN he came to town, he difcovered that a warm alterca- 
‘tion had ‘been carried on between his uncle and his father upon 
this fubje&: his uncle, not being able to produce any effect upon 
the father, as a laft effort had written to the fon; and being 
equally offended with both, when his application to both had 
been equally ineffectual, he reproached them with folly and in- 
‘gratitude; and dying foon after by a fall from his horfe, it ap- 
peared, that in the height of his refentment he had left his 
‘whole fortune to a diftant relation in Ireland whom he had never 
feen. 


UnpDeER this misfortune EuGENio comforted himfelf by re- 
flecting, that he had incurred it by obedience to his father ; and 
‘though it precluded hopes that were dearer than life, yet he never 
-exprefled his difpleafure either by invective or complaint. 


‘Orcrtio had very early in life contraéted an intimacy 
with AGREsTIs a gentleman whofe character and principles 
were very different from his own. AcGResTis had very juft 
. notions of right and wrong, by which he regulated his conduct 
without any regard to the opinion of others: his integrity was uni- 
verfal and inflexible, and his temper ardent and open: he abhorred 
whatever had the appearance of difingenuity ; he was extreamly | 
jealous of his authority ; and there was a rough fimplicity in his 
manner, which many circumftances of his life had contributed to 
produce. His father left him a fortune of two hundred thoufand 
pounds ; but as the parcimony which enabled him to amafs it, ex- 
tended to the education of his fon by whom it was to be poflefied, 

he 
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he had been taught neither politenefs nor literature. He married a 
lady, whofe influence would have polifhed the rough diamond by 
degrees ; but fhe died within the farft year of her marriage, leaving 
him a daughter to whom he gave her name AMELIA, and tranf- 
ferred all his affection: he, therefore, continued to live in great 
privacy ; and being ufed to have only fervants and dependants about 
him, he indulged the peculiarities of his humour without that com- 
plaifance which becomes infenfibly habitual to thofe, who mix in 
the company of perfons whom it is their apparent intereft to pleafe, 
and whofe prefence is a perpetual reftraint upon fuch irregular ftarts 
of temper, as would incurr contempt by arrogating a fuperiority 
which none would acknowledge. To this difpofition his daughter 
_ accommodated herfelf as fhe grew up, from motives both of affec- 
tion and duty: as he knew and regretted the defect of his own 
education, he {pared no coft to compleat hers; and fhe is indeed 
the moft accomplifhed character I ever knew: her obedience is 
chearful and implicit ; her affection tender and without parade; 
her looks exprefs the utmoft {weetnefs and fenfibility; and yet there 
is a dignity in her manner which commands refpec. 


Tue intimacy between the father of Eucenio and AcresTIs 
produced a tender friendfhip between his fifter and AMEt1A,which 
began in their infancy, and increafed with their years. 


Sucu characters as AMELIA and Eucenro could not be long 
familiarly known to each other, without exciting mutual efteem: 
. the tranfition from efteem to love, between perfons of different 
fexes, is often imperceptible even to themfelves; and, perhaps,was 
not difcovered, till long after it had happened, either by EucEnto or 
Ametia. When he returned from the univerfity, fhe was about 
eighteen: as her ftature and her beauty were greatly increafed du- 
ring this interval, their firft effe@ upon EuGENIo was proportion- 
ably greater; and he perceived, from whatever caufe, a more fen- 
fible emotion inher. He had too much difcernment not to dif- 
cover that fhe loved him ; and too much generofity not to conceal 
his love of her, becaufe he was fo much her inferior in fortune: 
fometimes he reflected upon her partiality with pleafure, and fome- 

times 


. dh 


No.64 THE ADVENTURER. 3% 


times with regret: but while they were thus mutually confcious to 
defires which they mutually fuppreffed, the late rebellion broke out, 
and EuGENIo was commanded into Scotland. In this expedition 
he diftinguifhed himfelf equally by his courage and humanity: and 
though he had not much money, and therefore could but feldom 
difplay his bounty ; yet his concern for the real intereft of his men 
was fo apparent, as well in fuch acts of kindnefs as were in his 
power, as in the ftrict difcipline which he maintained among them, 
that his perfonal influence was very powerful and extenfive. Du- 
ring this abfence, though he felt his paffion for AMELia increafe, 
notwithftanding all his attempts to fupprefs it; yet he never wrote 
to her, but contented himfelf with mentioning her in general 
terms, and including her in his remembrance of other friends, 
when he wrote to his father and his fifter. | 


Wuen he returned, as his fifter’s intimacy with Ametra ftill 
continued, his opportunities to fee her were equally frequent; but 
the pleafure of thefe interviews was become yet more tumultuous 
and confufed; and the lovers were both con{cious, that their fen- 
timents were every moment involuntarily difcovered to each other. 


Ame iA had difmiffed many fuitors, who were not lefs diftin- 
guifhed by their merit than their rank, becaufe fhe {till hoped to 
enrich Eucenio with her fortune; and Eucenio perfifted in a 
conduct by which this hope was difappointed, becaufe he would 
not degrade AMELIA by an alliance with dependance and po- 
verty. The objections of duty might, indeed, have been re- 
moved by obtaining the confent of AGREsT1s; but thofe of 
honour would ftill have remained: he was not, however, abfo-~ 
lutely without hope; for though he had loft his uncle’s fortune 
by obedience to his father, yet as he had greatly recommended 
himfelf to his commanding officer, who was of the higheft rank, 
he believed it poffible that he might be advanced to a poft in the 
army, which would juftify his pretenfions to AMELIA, and re- 
move all his difficulties at once. 


AGRESTIS 
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AGRESTIS wondered at the condué of his daughter, but 
neither afked nor fufpectcd her motives: for he had always de- 
clared, that as he believed fhe would never marry againft his 
confent, he would never urge her to marry again{ft her own in- 
clination. 


AMELIA, therefore, continued to decline every offer, and 
EvceEnio to fee her almoft every day, without the leaft intima- 
tion of his love, till the beginning of the laft winter, when he 
loft his fifter by the fmall pox. His interviews with AMELIA 
were now lefs frequent, and, therefore, more interefting: he 
feared, that as he would be feldom in her fight, the affiduities of 
fome fortunate rival. might at length exclude him from her re- 
membrance: he did not, however, falter in his refolution, nor 
did Ameria change her conduct, 
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ViIRG. 


Et furtis agitatus amor. 


Oy TL happened that sion this time the was ad- 
drefled by VentTosus the eldeft fon of a 
~~ -noble family ; who, befides a large eftate, had 
‘great expectations from his father’s influence at 
court. VENTosus, though he was ftrongly 
recommended by AGRESTIS, and was remark- 
able for perfonal accomplifhments, was yet re- 
ceived with great coldnefs by AMELIA: he. was furprized, 
mortified, and difappointed; yet he continued his vifits, and was 
very diligent to difcover what had prevented his fuccefs. -One 
evening, juft as he was about to take chis.leave, after much in- 
effeGtual entreaty and complaint, EuGenio unexpectedly entered 
the room. VENTOSUS inftantly remarked the embarrafiment | 

both of hismifirefs and the ftiranger, whom he, ‘therefore, duppofed 
Tte to 
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to be a rival, and no longer wondered at his own difappointment : 
thefe fufpicions were every moment-confirmed and increafed ; for 
his prefence produced emotions which could neither be concealed 
nor miftaken; though by a lefs penetrating eye than that of jealoufy, 
they might have been overlooked. 


FE was now fired with refentment and indignation; and having 
Jeft the room fomewhat abruptly, he was met upon the ftairs by 
AcRreEsTIs, with whom he defired to fpeak a few words in private. 
AGREsTISs turned back into another apartment, and VENToSUs 
told him with fome warmth, that he did not expect to have found 
his daughter pre-engaged ; and that he could not help thinking 
himfelf ill treated. AGRestis, with equal warmth, required 
him to explain his meaning ; and after fome time had been {pent 
in eager altercation, they parted in better temper; AGRESTIS 
_perfuaded that a clandeftine love had been carried on between his 
daughter and Eucenio, and VenrTosus convinced that AGREsTI1s 
had never encouraged the pretenfions of his rival. 


AGRESTIs immediately fent for AMELIA, and fternly urged 
her with many queftions, which fhe could an{wer only with 
blufhes and tears: her filence and confufion convinced him that 
VENTOSUS was not miftaken; and, therefore, defifting from 
enquiry, .he feverely reprehended her for the paft, and en- 
joined her never to converfe with. EuGENnro again; to whom he 
_ alfo fignified his difpleafure, and requefted that to prevent further 
uneafinefs he would come no more to his houfe till AMELIA 
fhould -be married. oe | : 


Eucento, though his love was almoft hopelefs before, was yet 
greatly afflicted by this meflage ; becaufe he feared that AMELIA 
had fallen under her father’s difpleafure, and that now he was be- 
come jealous of his authority he might be tempted ‘to abule it : as 
to fecure her peace was the principal object of his with, he con- 
cealed what had happened from his father, left a quarrel fhould be | 
produced between him and Acrestis, in which Ametia’s deli- 
cacy and tendernefs would be yet more deeply wounded, When 
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a vifit was intended to AGRESTis, he always took care to have 
fome engagement at another place: AGRESTis, however’, as he 
-had no conception of the principles ypon which Eucenro aéted, 
.did not doubt but that he had communicated the reafon of his ab- 
fence to his father,’ and that his father was fecretly offended; but 
as he expreffed no refentment, he believed that his ambition had for 
once reftrained the petulance of his pride, that he diffembled to 
. prevent an openruptare, and had ftill hopes of on the Purpote 
-which he had concerted with his fon. 


A Gipiaen of ill-will always ondienas it: but befides this leith 
~of alienation, AGREsT1s had unjuftly imputed a condu& to his 
friend, which rendered him the object of his contempt and averfion; 
he, therefore, treated him with coldnefs and referve, fuppofing that 
he well knew the caufe, and. neglected to return his vifits without 
‘thinking it neceflary to affign.any reafon. This conduct was at 
length remarked by Orciz1o, who confidered it as the caprice 
-of a charaéter which he always defpifed ; he, therefore,. retorted 
the neglect without expoftulation:; and thus all i interoourfe between 
the families was at an end. 2 3 

EvuGENIo in the mean time was inflexible in his purpofe; and 
AMELIA in her next interview with VENTosus, acquainted 
him that fhe would fee him no more. VeENTosus again ap- 
pealed to her father: but the old gentleman was fteady in his 
principles, notwithftanding his refentment ; and told him, that he 
had exerted all the authority which GOD and nature had given 
him in his favour ; and that, however provoked, he would never 
proftitute his child, by compelling her to marry a perfon who was 
not the object of her choice. : 


‘VENTOSUS, oe was extreamly mortified at this difap- 
pointment, was very inquifitive about-EuGENIo, for whom he 
ftill fuppofed he had -been rejected :. he foon learned his fituation 
and circumftances, and his long,intimacy with AMEL1a; he re 
flected upon the confufion which both had expreffed in the acci- 
dental interview at which he was prefent; and-was willing to 

2 | believe, 
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belleve, that his rival, however contemptible, had been too fue- 
cefsful to be fupplanted with ‘honour ‘by ‘4 hufband:. this, how- 
‘ever, if he did riot believe; he was very diligent to propagate; 
and to remove the difgrace of 4 réfufal, hinted that for this teafon 
he hdd abruptly ‘difcontiiued his addreffes, arid congratulated hini- 
felf upon his eftape. | 


‘Ir happened that about fix wedks ago, VENTOosUs, as he 
‘was walking in the Mall with a young officer of diftin@ion, met 
AMELIA in company with feveral ladies and a gentleman. He 
thought fit to bow to Ameria with -4 fupercilidus refpect, which 
had greatly the air of an infult: of this compliment AMELIA, 
‘though fhe looked him in the face, took no notice: ‘by this calm 
‘difdain he was at once difappointed and confufed; he was ftung 
‘by an effort of his own malignity, and his breaft fwelled with 
paffion which he could not vent. In this agitation of mind he 
haftily turned back, .and determined, for whatever reafon, to fol- 
low her. After he had advanced about fity paces, he faw 
EuGENIo coming forward, who, the moment he ‘perceived 
AMELIA, turned into another walk. This was obferved by Ven- 
-Tosus, whofe contempt and indignation had now another object, 
upon Which they might without violence to the laws of honour 
be gratified : he communicated his purpofe to his companion, and 
haftily followed Eucenio. When they had overtaken him, they 
burft into a horfe-laugh, and puthed fo rudely by him that he 
could fcarce recover his ftep: they did not, however, go on; 
but ftopping faddenly, turned about as if to apologize for the ac- 
cident, and affected great furprize at difcovering to whom it had 
happened, WeEnTosus bowed very low, and with mach ‘con- 
temptuous ceremony begged his pardon ; telling him at the fame 
time, that there was a lady in the next walk who would be very 
glad ‘of his company. To this infult Eucenro anfwered, “ That 
“ he was not willing to fuppofe that an affront was intended; and 
‘ ‘that if the lady he meant was a woman‘of ‘honour, fhe ought 
« always to be mentioned with refpectt.” Wenrosus replied, 
«¢ That whether the lady he mearit was a woman of honour, he 
‘«< would notdetermine; but he believed the had been very very kind; 
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«© and was pleafed to fee that her favours were not forgotten, 
“¢ though they wére no longer accepted.” EuGENIOo was not 
now matter of his temper ; but turning fuddenly upon Venrosus, 
ftruck him with fuch violence that he fell at his feet: he rofe, 
however, in an inftant, and laid his hand upon his fword, but was 
Prevented from drawing it by his companion; and the crowd be- 
ginning to gather about them, oath parted with mutual expreffions 
of —-, and rage. 


In the. morning the officer who had been in company with 
VeENTosus at the quarrel, delivered a challenge to Eucenio, 
which he an{wered by the following billet. 


«“SIR, | 
< Y OUR behaviour laft night has convinced me that you 


are a fcoundrel; and your letter this morning that you 
“© are a fool : if I fhould accept your challenge, I fhould myfelf 
“© be both: I owe a duty to GOD and to my country, which I 
“< deem it infamous to violate; and I am entrufted with a life, ~ 
«© which I think cannot without folly be ftaked againft your's. I 
“* believe you have ruined, but you cannot degrade me: you may — 
“ poffibly, while you fneer over this letter, fecretly exult in your 
“© own fafety ; but remember that to prevent affaffination I have a 
“© fword, and to chaftife infolence a cane.” 


WitH this letter the captain returned to VENTOosSus, who 
read it with all the extravagancies of rage and difdain: the cap- 
tain, however, endeavoured to footh and encourage him; he re- 
prefented EuGentro as.a poltroon and a beggar, whom he ouzht 
no otherwife to punifh than by removing him from the rank into 
- which he had intruded; and this, he faid, would be very eafily 
accomplifhed. VeEntTosus at length acquiefced in the fentiments 
of his friend; and it was foon induftrioufly reported, that Eucr- 
nto had ftruck a perfon of high rank, and refufed him the fatif- 
faction of a gentleman which he had condefcended to afk. For 
not accepting a cualeey EuGENro could not be legally pu- 

nifhed 5. 
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nifhed; becaufe it was made his -duty as a foldier by the articles 
of war: but it drew upon him the contempt of his fuperior of. 
ficers, and made them very folicitous to find fome pretence to dif- 
mifs him. The friends of VENTosus immediately intimated, 
that the act of violence to which Eucenio had been provoked, 
was committed within the verge of the court, and was, therefore, 
a fufficient caufe to break him; as for-that offence he was liable 
to be punifhed with the lofs of his hand, by a law which though 
difufed was ftill in force. This expedient was eagerly adopted, 
and EUGENIO was sccordingly ee of his commiffion, 


€° iy ~- . s : . ed mo 


y’, Y dee 6 
- ; a 
° Tr “ N Seat 4 ce a 
7 ae i (i 
. 3 « rey Pir f ‘ 
‘ 


THE 
ADVEN TURER., 


NUMBER LXVL 


ec he continued on Pree. and SaTURDAYS. 


: SATURDAY, Yune 23, 1753. 


Nol viram, factll redimtt qué fanguine famam : 
GME JORS | 
Hune wolo, laudari gut fie morte pote. - Marry 


CaS CSA BS E had concealed his quarrel with VenTosws 


A, ak: 


J was not willing to acquaint him with the caufe: ' 
grey 8° AN & but the effect was fuch as could not be hidden; ; 


aie ae 


, ‘andi it was now become neceffary that he fhould 


‘anticipate the report of others. He, therefore, fet out imme- 


diately for the country ; but his father about the fame time arrived 
in London: fome imperfect account had been fent him of the pro-. 
ceedings againft EucENro ; and though he concluded from his 


Uuu filence 
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filence that he had been guilty of fome indifcretion, yet he did not 
fufpeet an imputation of cowardice ; and hoped by his intereft to - 


fupport him againft private | refentment. © When he found that he 
had miffed Eucenro in fome of. the avenues to town, he went - 


immediately to the gentleman who had procured his commiffion, 
from whom he learned all the circumftances of the affair. The 


moment he heard that his fon had refufed a challenge, he was 


{cized with rage fo violent, that it had the appearance of diftra€tion: _ 


he uttered innumerable oaths and execrations, in a Voice that was 


{carce human ; declared his fon to be unworthy of his name, and 
folemnly renounced him for ever. 


-Eucewnro returned to London the fame day, but it was late 
before he arrived: the fervant that opened the door told him with 
tears in his eyes, that his father was gone to bed much difordered, 


and had commanded that he thould no more be admitted into -that - 


houfe : he ftood motionlefs a few moments; and then departing 
without reply, came directly to me; his looks were wild, his 


countenance pale, and his eyes {wimming in tears: the moment 


he faw me, he threw himfelf into a chair ; and putting a copy of 
his anfwer to VenTosus’s challenge into my hand, anticipated. 


my as by relating all that had happened. 


AFTER having adminiftered fuch Goniolation as. I could, . | 


prev railed upon him with much difficulty to go to bed. I fate up) 
the reft of the night, devifing various arguments to convince 
ORGILIO, that his fon had added new dignity to his charaéter. 

In the morning I went to his houfe; and after much folicitation was 


admitted to his chamber. I found him in bed, where he had lain | 


awake all the night; and it was eafy to fee that his mind was in great 


agitation. I hoped that this tumult was produced by the ftruggles 
‘of 
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of parental tendernefs: but the moment I mentioned his fon, he 


fell into an agony of rage that rendered him {fpeechlefs ; and I came 
away, convinced that the eloquence of an‘ angel upon the fame 
fubje& would have been without effect. I did not, however, re- 
late thefe difcouraging circumftances to Eucenio: I told him, 
that it would be proper to wait 2 few days before any farther ap- 
plication was made ; not only becaufe his father’s refentment would 
probably fubfide, but becaufe he was now indifpofed. 
, | 

EuGento, when he heard that his father was ill, changed co- 
lour and burft into tears: he went every evening, and knocking 
foftly at the fervant's window, inquired how he did; and when 
he found that his fever was become dangerous, he intreated me to: 


"go yet once more and intercede for him, that he might at leaft be 


permitted to fee his father, if he might not hope to be forgiven. 
I went ; but when Orcizio heard my name, he fell into a freth 
tranfport of rage, which ended in a delirium: the effect which 
this incident produced upon Eucento, who waited at the end of 
the ftreet for my return, cannot be defcribed:°I prevailed upon 
him to go back to my houfe, where he fometimes hattily traverfed 
the room, and fometimes fate fixed in a kind of ftupid infenfibility 
upon the floor, While he was in one of thefe fits, news was 
brought that his father was dead, and had the morning after he 
was taken ill difinherited him, declaring that ie the a of his 


conduct he had broke his heart. 


' EuGenro heard this account without any apparent furprize or 
emotion, but could not be perfuaded to change his pofture or re~ 
ceive any food; till his {pirits being quite exhaufted, fleep relieved 
him a few hours from the agony of his mind. 


Tue 


3 THE ADVENTURER, No 66 


Tas: ke on witch his, father. wag. baried,, he wrapped. him, 
felf up; im a borfemnanis caat that belonged tp, my. fervant, and, 
foilawedi the procefiian, at a dutange on foot. Whea the cesemony, 
wag over and the. company: departed;, he. threw, himécl£.on. tha 
grave, and hiding-his face in the. daft, wept ayer- it, in filence, that 
was inteurapted, only by grasps, 1, who, had, followed big un~ 
perceived, didi nog think, it prudent te intoude, upon. the. folemuity, 
of his forrow, till. the, moraing, dauined.: he was furpnzed, and.I 
thought fomething confounded to fee me; he fuffered me, how- 
excs,: ta lead him, away, bat neither of us uttered. word. 


_ He told me the next. day, thas he would, tsouble me,a- fem 
nights: longer for a ladging,, and in the mean: time think of foma 
“qocans by. which he might olitain a; fublidence-: he was,, indeed, 
totally defitute, without. mosey, and withaut a profeffion; bus 
he made. no complaint, and: abfinately refufed all, pecuniary af 
fiftance. 


Taw lefs. than a: week afterwards, haying converted: his watch, 
his. {word, a {nuff box, and'ring, into: money, he engaged: as. 4 
common failor in a private: undertaking to difeover. the, north-welt 
paflage to India. 


Wrrn he communicated this defperate: enterprize, le. appeared 
perfectly compofed: “ My dear friend,” faid. he, ‘* it has: bee 
“‘ always my point of honour to obey the commands of GOD, 
‘the prime authos of my. being and the ultimate abject of my. 
“ hope, at whatever rifque; and I do. not.repent.that I have, fteadily 


adhered to this principle at the expence. of all that:is valuable 
upon earth: I have fuffered.the lofs of fortune,. of lave; and 


oa 
~ 


a 
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of fame ; but I have preferved my integrity, and I know that 
cy 
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“J fll not lofe my reward. To thefe I would, indeed, add the 
“ eftm, though not:the love of Amgtra. She will hear of me 
“ as:praded and difinherited, .a:coward, a vagabond, and a fu- 
“ gite ; and her efteem, I think, I have fufficient reafon to give 
“ up grief will wound her deeper than contempt ; it is, there- 
for beft that fhe fhould defpife me. Some of thofe, by whom 
“ fhés. addrefied, ideferve her ; and I ought not to with-hold 
* felity.which I cannot enjoy... I; fhall embark to-morrow ; and 
“ yor friendly embrace is all_the good that.I expect to receive 
“ fra this country, when I depart in fearch of ‘others which are 


¢© ynnown.” 


Tithis addrefs I was not in a condition to reply ; and per- 
ceivir that I was overwhelmed with grief, he left me, perhaps, 
left s purpofe fhould be thaken, and my weaknefs fhould prove 


contgious. 


O: the morrow I attended him to the fhip: he talked to me of 
indifirent things; and when we parted wrung my hand, and 
turnd from me abruptly without fpeaking. I hafted into the boat 
whia waited to bring me on fhore, and would not again feel the 
pangiof yefterday for all the kingdoms of the world. 


Su:u is the friend I have loft! fuch is the man, whom the 
worlc has difgraced for refufing a challenge ! but none who are 


- touch:d with pity at his misfortunes, with that he had avoided 


them >y another conduct; and not to pity EuGEN1ro, is furely 


to be : monfter rather than a man. 


Ir may, perhaps, be queftioned, whether I ought thus to have 


exhibited his ftory under feigned names; or have a right to at- 
tempt 
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tempt that which’ he. forbore. My Jove to him, is, indd, my 
motive: but I think my .condu@ is juft when I confi, that 
though it is pofftble that AnteL1a mey by the perufal { thefe 
papers fuffer the moft tender, and, therefore, the mot: «quifite 
diftrefs, by the re-eftablifhment of her efteem for him wo moft 
deferves it; yet the world may derive new virtue, from t& dig- 
nity which the charafter of Eucenio reflects upon his oduct: 
his example is truly illuftrious; and as it cam {carce fail texcite 
emulation, it ought not to be concealed. - 


Iam, SIR, 
_ Your humble fervant, 


. BENEVO.US. 
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Inventas 


vitam excoluere per artes: ViIRG. 


x HAT familiarity produces neglect, has been 
SS oe long obferved. The effect of all external ob- 


Re Are jects, however great or {plendid, ceafes with 
g < their novelty : the courtier {tands without emo- 


| little attentron to their colours or their fra- 
‘grance; and the inhabitant of the coaft darts his eye upon the 
immenfe diffufion of waters, without awe, wonder, or terror. 


-"Tuose who have paft much of their lives in this great city, 
look upon its opulence and its multitudes, its extent and variety, 
K Xx with 
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“with cold indifference ; but an inhabitant of the-remoter parts of 

‘the kingdom ts immediately diftinguifhed: by a’kind of diffipated 
- curiofity, a bufy endeavour to divide his attention amoneft a thou- 
- fand objets, and a wild confufion of aftonifhment and alarm. 


THE attention of a newscomer is generally firft {truck by the 
‘multiplicity: of cries that-ftun him in the ftreets, and the variety of 
merchandife and ‘manufactures which the fhopkeepers expofe on 
every hand; and he 1s apt, by unwary burfts of admiration, to 
excite the merriment and contempt of thofe, who miftake the ufe 
of their eyes for effects of their underftanding, and confound ac- 
— cidental knowledge with juit reafoning. 


Bur, furely, thefe .are fubjeGts on which any man may with- 
out reproach employ his meditations : the innumerable occupations, 
among which the. thoufands that {warm in the ftreets of London 
are diftributed, may furnifh employment to minds of every catt, 
and capacities af every degree. . He that contemplates the ex- 
tent of this wonderful city, ‘finds it difficult to conceive, by what 
method plenty is maintained in our markets, and how the inhabi- 
tants are regularly fupplied with the neceffaries of life; but when 
he examines the fhops and warehoufes, fees the immenfe ftores of 
every kind of merchandife piled up for fale, and runs over all the 

manufactures of art and products of nature, which are every where 
attracting his eye and foliciting his purfe, he will be inclined to 
conclude, that {uch quantities cannot eafily be exhaufted, and that 
part of mankind muft foon ftand ftill for want of employment, till 
the wares already provided fhall be-worn out and deftroyed. 


' As Socrates was ‘paffing through the fair at Athens, and 
cafting his eyes over the fhops and cuftomers, * how many things 
“ are here,” fays he, * that I do not want!” The fame fentiment 
is every moment rifing in'the mind of him that walks the ftreets 
of London, however inferior in philofophy to Socrates: he be- 
holds a thoufand fhops crouded with goods, of which he can 
{carcely tell the ufe, and which, therefore, he is apt to confider as 
of no value; and, indeed, many of the arts by which families 
are fupported, and wealth is heaped together, are of that 
| | minute 
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minute and fuperfluoys kind, which nothing but experience could. 
evince poffible to be profecuted with advantage, and which, as the. 
_ world might eafily want, it could {carcely be expected to encourage. 


.BuT fo it is, that cuftom, curiofity, or wantonnefs, . fupplies 
every art with patrons, and finds purchafers for every manufaQure ; 
the world is fo adjufted, that not only bread, but riches may be 
obtained. without great abilities, or arduous performances : the moft. 
unfkilful hand and unenlightened mind have fufficient incitements 
to induftry ; for he that is refolutely bufy, can fcarcely be in want: 
there is, indeed, no employment, however defpicable, from which 
a man may not promife himfelf more than competence, when he 
fees thoufands and myriads raifed to dignity, by no other merit 
than that of contributing to fupply their neighbours with the means 
of fucking fmoke through a tube of clay; and others raifing con- 
tributions upon thofe,- whofe elegance difdains the grofinefs of 
f{moky luxury, by. grinding the fame materials into a powder, that 
may at once gratify and impair the fmell. 


Nort only by thefe popular and modifh trifles, but by a thoufand 
unheeded and evanefcent kinds of bufinefs, are the multitudes of 
this city preferved from idlenefs, and confequently from want: in 
the endlefs variety of taftes and circumftances that diverfify man- 
kind, nothing is fo fuperfluous, but that fome one defires it ; or fo 
common, but that fome one is compelled to buy it. As nothing 
is ufelefs but becaufe it is in improper hands, what is thrown away 
by one is gathered up by another; and the refufe of part of man- 
kind furnifhes a fubordinate clafs with the materials neceffary to 
their {upport. 


WueEn I look round upon thofe who are thus varioufly exerting 
their qualifications, I cannot but admire the fecret concatenation of 
fociety, that links together the great and the mean, the illuftrious 
and the obf{cure; and confider with benevolent fatisfaction, that no 
man, unlef{s his body or mind be totally difabled, has need to fuffer 
the mortification of feeing himfelf ufelefs or burdenfome to the 
community: he that will diligently labour, in whatever occupa- 
tion, will deferve the fuftenance which he obtains, and the pro- 

tection 
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tection which he enjoys; and may lie down every night with the 
pleafing confcioufnefs, of having contributed fomething to the 
happinefs of Jife. 


ContTempt and admiration are equally incident to narrow 
minds: he whofe comprehenfion can take in the whole fubordina- 
tion of mankind, and whofe perfpicacity can pierce to the real ftate 
of things through the thin veils of fortune or of fathion, will dif- 
cover meannefs in the higheft ftations, and dignity in the meaneft ; 
and find that no man can become a but nay es or con- 

temptible but by wickednefs. 

In the midft of this univerfal — no man - to be fo little 

influenced by example, ot fo void of honeft'emulation, as to ftand 
a lazy {pectator of inceflant labour ;'or pleafe himfelf with the 
mean happinefs of a drone, while the active fwarms are buzzing 
about him: no man is without fome quality, by the due applica- 
tion of which he might deferve well of the world ; and whoever 
he be that has but little in his power, fheuld be 1 in hafte to do 
that nels, left he be confounded with him saad can do nothing, 


By this general concurrence of alae arts of every kind 
have been fo long cultivated, that all the wanits.of man rhay be 
immediately fupplied ; idlenefs can {carcely form a with which fhe 
may not gratify by the toil of others, or curiofity dream of a toy 
which the fhops are not ready to afford her. 


‘ HAPPINESS 1s enjoyed only if proportion as it is known; and 
fuch is the ftate or folly of man, that it is known only by experience 
of its contrary: we who have long lived amidft the conveniences 
of a town immenfely populous, have fcarcé an idea of a place 
where defire cannot be gratified by money. In order to have a juft 
fenfe of this artificial plenty, it is neceffary to have paffed fome 
time in a diftant colony, or thofe parts of our ifland which are 
thinly inhabited: he that has once known how many trades every 
man in fuch fituations is. compelled to exercife, with how much 
labour the produéts of nature muft be accommodated to human ufe, 
how long the lofs of defect of any common utenfil muft be endured, 
e | ee 


No67) THE ADVENTURER: 40x 


or by what aukward expedients it muft be fupplied, how far men 
thay wander with money in their hands before any can fell them 
what they with to buy, will know how to rate at its proper value 
the plenty and eafe of a great city. 


But that the happinefs of man may ftill Temain imperfect, as 
wants in this place are eafily fupplied, new wants likewife are eafily 
created: every man, in furveying the fhops of London, fees num- 
berlefs inftruments and conveniences, of which, while he did not 
know them, he never felt the need; and yet, when ufe has made 
them familiar, wonders hew life could be fupported without 
them. Thus it comes to pafs, that our defires always increafe with 
our poffeffions; the knowledge that fomething remains yet unen- 
joyed, impairs our-enjoyment of the good before us. 


Trey who have been accuftemed to the refinements of fcience, 
arid multiplications of contrivance, foon lofe. their confidence in the _ 
unaffifted powers of nature, forget the paucity of our real neceffities, 
and overlook the eafy methods by which they may. be fupplied. 
It were a fpeculation werthy of a philefophicalmind, to examine 
how much is taken away from.our native abilities, ab well as added 
to them by artificial expédients. We are-fo accuftomed to give 
arid receive affiftance, that each of us fingly can do little for himfelf; 
and there is {carce ahy one amongft us, however contracted may be 
his form of life, who-does not enjoy the labour of a thoufand artifts. 


Bor a furvey of the various nations that inhabit the éarth will 
inform us, that life may be fupported with lefs-affiftance, and that 
the dexterity, which practice enforced by neceffity prodaces, is 
able to effect much by very feanty means. ‘The nations of Mexico 
and Peru ere¢ted cities and temples without the ufé of iron; and at 
this day the rude Indian fupplies himfelf with alt the neceffaries of 
life : -fent like the reft of mankind naked into the world, as foon as 
his parents have nurfed him up to ftrength, hé is to provide by his 
own labour for his own fupport. His firft care is to find a fharp flint 
among the rocks; with this he undertakes to fell the trees of the 
foreft, he fhapes his bow, heads his arrows, builds his cottage, 
and hellews his canoe, and from that time lives in a ftate of plenty 

and 
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md ‘‘profperity; he ‘is fheltered from the ‘ftorms, he is fortified 
avainft beafts of prey, he is enabled to perfue the fith of the fea, 
and the deer of the smountains; and as he does not know, does 
not envy the happinefs of polifhed nations, where gold can fupply 
the want of fortitude and fkill, and he whofe laborious anceftors 
have-made him sich, may lie ftretched upon a couch, and fee all 
the treafurcs of all the elements poured down before him. 


‘Turs picture-of a favage life, if it fhews how much individuals 
may perform, fhews likewife -how. much fociety is to be defired : 
though the perfeverance and addrefs.of the Indian excite our admi- 
ration, they neverthele{s cannot procure him the conveniences 
which are enjoyed bythe vagrant beggar of a civilized country : he 
hunts like awild beaft to Catisy his hunger ; and when he lies down 
to reft after a fuccefsful chace, cannot pronounce himfelf fecure 
againft the danger-of :perifhing in afew days; he is, perhaps, con- 
tent with his condition, becaufe he,knows not that a better is at- 
tainable by man ; .as he that is born blind does notdong for the per- 
ception of light, becaufe he cannet.conceive the advantages which 
light would afford :him: but hunger, wounds.and wearinefs are real 

evils, though he believes them equally incident to all his fellow 

creatures ;. and when a‘tempeftcompels. him to lie ‘ftarving in his 
hutt, he cannot juftly be concluded equally. happy with thofe whom 
art has exempted from the power of chance, -and who make the 
i a year provide for the following. . og 

- To receive and to communicate affiftance, conftitutes the. hap- 

-pinefs of human life : man may indeed preferve his exiftence in foli- 

tude, but can enjoy it only in fociety: the greateft underftanding 
of an individual, doomed to procure food and cloathing for him- 
felf, will. barely fupply him with expedients to keep off death from 
day to day; but as-one of a large community performing only his 
fhare of the common bufinefs, he gains leifure for intellectual plea- 
fures, and enjoys the happinefs of reafon and reflection. 
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SATURDAY; SJune'30, 1753. - 


_ Nacet empta dolore voluptas. , Ovip. 


+ 
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EBV PE * T has been remarked, that the play of brutes 
‘ ay 


Ts “eS 
aia iss is always a mock fight; and, perhaps, this is 
BY=S2'5) PSS) equally true of all the fports, that have been 
a a ei invented by reafon for the amufement of man- 
oe A Wes kind. The celebrated games of antiquity were 


aes << fomething more; the conflict was often fatal, 
and the pleafure of the fpectators feems to have been proportioned 
to the danger of the combatants: nor does it appear, that any 
{port has been fince contrived, which can gratify pure benevolence, 
or entertain without producing an oppofition of intereft. Theré are, 
indeed, many external advantages which it has never been thought 
immoral to acquire, though an oppofition of intereft is neceffarily 
implied; advantages, which, like a ftake at cards, one party can 


Yyy only 
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only gain ‘bythe lofs-of the other; for wealth and poverty, :6bfcu- 
rity-and diftin@ien, command .and fervitude, are- mutually te- 
lative, and the. exiftence of each is by each reciprocally derived and 
given. 


‘Pray, therefore, is not unlawful, merely as a conteft; nor can 
“the pleafure of them that win, be imputed to a -criminal want of 
benevolence in this ftate of imperfection, .merely becaufe it is en- 
joyed at the expence of thofe who lofe. But .as-in“bufinefs, . it has 
never been held lawful to circumvent thofe whom-we defire to 
excell; fo in play, the chance of lofs and gain ought to be .always 


equal: at leaft, each party fhould be apprized of the force empleyed 


again{t him ; and if then he plays againft odds,:no.man:has.a right 
to enquire his motive, though .a good man.weuld decline to-engage 
him. 


--"THERE is, however, one’ {pecies of diveffion which has nét’been 
generally condemned, ‘though. it ‘is :produced :by an attack :upon 
thofe who have: not: voluntarily entered the -lifts; who find them- 
felves buffeted in the dark, and have. neither means. of defence nor 
poffibility of. advantage 


TueseE feats are atchieved by the knights errant of mirth, «and 
known by the name of Frozicxs: under this name, indeed, ‘many 
- fpecies: of wanton cruelty have been practifed, without -incurring 
the infarhy,:or raifing the indignation. which they.deferve ; and it 
' is extremely difficult to.fix upon .any certain criterion, by which 
frolicks: may be diftinguifhed -into criminal.and imnecent. If we 
could. difcern effects while-they are.involved in their .caufes, and 
afcertain every remote .confequence .of our own actions, perhaps 
thefe fallies might be allowed under.the fame reftrictions as raillery : 
the falfe. alarms and ridiculous diftrefs into which others: are be= 


trayed to:make us fport, fhould -be fuch only as will be: fubjects of — 


merriment even to the fufferer when they are paft, -and cemem- 
bered neither with refentment nor regret: but -as every. actioa 
may produce:effects over which human power has .no -influence, 
and which. human fagacity cannot forefee; we fhould not lightly. 
venture ‘to the verge of evil, nor ‘ftrike at others though .with 
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a reed, left like the rod - Moses it Eerome a ferpent in our 
hands. - 


‘Durinc the hard froft in the year MDcCXL, four young gentle- 
men of confiderable rank rode into an inn, near one of the princi- 
pal avenues to this city, at eleven o'clock at night without any 
attendant; and‘ having expreffed uncommon concern about their 
horfes, -and overlooked the provifion that was made for them, 
called for a room; ordering wine and tobacco to be brought in, 
and -declaring, that as they were to fet out very early in the 
morning, it was not worth while to go to bed. Before the waiter 
returned, each of them had laid a pocket piftol upon the table, 
which'when he entered they appeared to be very follicitous to con- 
ceal, and fhewed fome confufion at the furprize: they perceived 
with great fatisfaction, that the fellow was alarmed at his difcovery; 
and having upon various pretences-called him often into the room, 
one of them contrived:to:pull out a mafk with his handkerchief 
from. the pocket. of.a herfeman’s ceat: they difcaurfed in dark and 
ambiguous terms, .affected a bufy and anxious .circumf{pection, 
urged the.man often te drink, and feemed defirous to render him 
fubfervient to fome purpofe which they were unwilling to difcover: 
they endeavoured to conciliate his good will, by extravagant com- 
mendations of his dexterity and diligence, and encouraged him to 
familiarity, by afking him many queftions: he was, however, ftill 
cautious and referved; one of them, therefore, pretending to have 
known his mother, put a-crewn into his hand, and foon after 
took an opportunity to afk him at what hour a ftage coach, the 
paffengers of which they intended to humbug, {et out in the morning, 
whether it was full, and.if it was attended by.a guard. 


‘THE man was now confirmed in his fufpicions; and though he 
hhad accepted the bribe, refolved to difcover the fecret: -having 
evaded the queftions with as much art as he could, he went to 
his mafter Mr. Spiggot, who was then in pea and — him 
with what he had obferved. | 


. Mr. Sepang deaiedlaialy got up, oa held a stilton | 
with his wife what was to be done. She advifed him immediately 
to 
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to fend for the conftable with proper affiftants, and -fecure. them: 


but he confidered, that as this would probably prevent a robbery, 
it would deprive him of an opportunity to gain a very confider- 
able fum, which he would become intitled to upon-their con- 
viction, if he could apprehend them after the fact; he, therefore, 
very prudently called up four or five of the oftlers that. belonged 
to the yard, and having communicated his fufpicions and ‘defien, 

engaged them to enlift under his command as an efcort to the 
coach, and to watch the motions of the highwaymen.as he fhould 
dire&. But mine hoft alfo wifely confidering, that this expedition 
would be attended with certain expence, and that the profit which 
he hoped was contingent, acquainted the paffengers with their 
danger, and propofed that a guard fhould be hired by a voluntary 
contribution ; a propofal, to which, upon a fight of the robbers 
through the window, they readily agreed. Spigegot was now fe- 
cured againft pecuniary lofs at all events, and about three o’cleck 
the knights of the frolick with infinite fatisfa@iion beheld five paf- 
fengers, among whom there was but one gentleman, ftep inté the 
coach with the afpect of criminals going to execution ; and enjoyed 
the fignificant figns which pafled between them and the landlord, 

concerning the ee taken for their defence. ha 


As foon as the al was gone, the fuppofed iilaaiaal paid 
their reckoning in great haite, and called for their-horfes: care 


had already been taken to faddle them ; for it was not Mr. Spiggot’s - 


defire that the adventurers fhould go far, before they executed their 
purpofe ; and as foon as they departed he prepared to follow them 
with his poflé. He was, indeed, greatly furprized to fee, that 
they turned the contrary way when they went out of the inn yard ; 
but he fuppofed they might chufe to take a {mall circuit to prevent 
fafpicion, as they might eafily overtake the coach whenever they 
would: he determined, however, to keep behind them; - and, 
therefore, inftead of going after the coach, followed them at a 
diftance, till to his utter difappointment he faw them perfift in a 
different rout, and at length turn into an inn in Piccadilly, where 
feveral fervants in livery appeared to have been waiting for them, 
and where. his curiofity was foon gratified with their characters and 


their names. . 
In 
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In the mean time the coach proceeded in its journey: the 
pannic of the paflengers encreafed upon perceiving that the guard 
which they had hired did not come up; and they began to accufe 
Spiggot, of having betrayed them to the robbers for a fhare of 
the booty: they could not help looking every moment from the 
window, though it was fo dark that a waggon could not have 
beer! fcen at the diftance of twenty yards: every tree was miftaken 
for a man and horfe, the noife of the vehicle in which they rode 
was believed to be the trampling of perfuers, and they expected 
every moment to hear the coachman commanded to ftop, and to. 
fee a piftol thruft in among them with the dreadful injunction, 
“* Deliver your money.” 


Tuus far the diftrefs, however great and unmerited, will be 
deemed ridiculous; the fufferers will appear to have ingenioufly 
tormented themfelves, by the fagacity with which they reafoned 
from appearances intended to deceive them, and their folicitude 
to prevent mifchiefs which none would attempt. 


Bur it happened that when thecoach had got about two miles out 
of town, it:was overtaken by a horfeman who rode very hard, and 
called out with. great gagernefs.to the driver to ftop: this incident 
among, perfons who had fuffered perpetual apprehenfion and alarm, 
frony the moment they fet out,: produced a proportionate effect. 
The wife of the gentleman was fo terrified, that fhe funk down from. 
her feat ; and he was fo much:convinced of his. danger, fo touched 
at her diftrefs, and fo incenfed againft the rufhan who had produced 
it, that without uttering a word he drew a piftol from his pocket, — 
and feeing the man parley with the coachman, who had now 


{topped his horfes, he fhot him dead upon the fpot. 


THE man, however, who had thus fallen the victim of a frolick, 
was foon known to be the fervant of a lady who had paid earnest 
‘for the vacant place in the ftage; and, having by fome accident 
been delayed till it was fet out, had followed it in a hackney coach, 
and fent him before her to detain it till fhe came up. 


HERE 
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Here the ridicule is at an end; and we are furprized that 
we did not fooner reflect, that the company had fufficient caufe for 
their fear and their precaution, and that the frolic was nothing 
more than a lie, which it would have been folly not to believe 
and prefumption to difregard. 


Tue next day, while the Bucks were entertaining a polite circle 
at White’s with-an account of the farce they had played the night 
before, news arrived of the cataftrophe. A fudden confufion 


covered every countenance; and they remained fome time filent, 
looking upon each other, mutually accufed, reproached, and con- 


demned. | , 


Tus favourable moment was improved by a gentleman, who, 
though fometimes feen in that aflembly, is yet eminent for his 
humanity and his wifdom. ‘« A man,” faid he, “ who found 
‘© himfelf bewildered in the intricacies of a labyrinth, when the 
‘ fun was going down; would think himfelf happy, if a clue 
“ fhould be put into his hand by which he might be led out in 
* fafety : he would not, furely, quit it for a moment, becaufe it 
“ might poffibly be recovered ; and if he did, would be in per- 
“¢ petual danger of {tumbling upon fome other wanderer, and 
‘© bringing a common calamity upon both. In the maze of life 
‘© we are often bewildered, and darknefs and danger furround us: 
«« but every one may at leaft fecure confcience againft the power 
‘*¢ of accident, by adhering inviolably to that rule, by which we 
“ are enjoined to abftain even from the APPEARANCES of 
“ evil.” 7 
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TUESDAY, Suy 3, 1753. 


Feré libenter bomines id quod volunt credunt. —'" Carsar. 


oe? ULLY has long ago obferved, that no man, 
however weakened by long life, is fo confcious 
of his own decrepitude, as not to imagine that 
he may yet hold his ftation in the world for 
another year. 


> 
‘ee 


Or the truth of this remark every day fur- 
nifhes new confirmation: there is no time of life, in which men 
for the moft part feem lefs to expect the ftroke of death, than when 
every other eye fees it impending; or are more bufy in providing 
for another year, than when it is plain to all but themfelves, that | 
at another year they cannot arrive. Though every funeral that 
paffes before their eyes, evinces the deceitfulnefs of fuch expecta- 
AZZ tions, 
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tions, fince every man who is borne to the grave thought himéelf 
equally certain of living at leaft to the next year, the furvivor ftill 
continues to flatter himfelf, and is never at a lofs for fome reafon 
why his life fhould be protracted, and the voracity ef death con- 
tinue to be pacified with fome other prey. 


Bur this is only one of the innumerable artifices practifed in 
the univerfal confpiracy of mankind againft themfelves: every age 
and every condition indulges fome darling fallacy; every man 
amufes himfelf with projeéts which he knows to be improbable, 
and which, therefore, he refolves to perfue without daring to exa- 
mine them. Whatever any man ardently defires, he very readily 
believes that he thall fome time attain: he whofe intemperance has 
overwhelmed him with difeafes, while he languithes in the fpring, 
expects vigour and recovery from the fummer fun; and while he 
melts away in the fummer, transfers his hopes to the frofts of 
winter: he that gazes upon elegance or pleafure, which want of 
money hinders him from imitating or partaking, comforts him(felf 
that the time of diftrefs will foon be at an end, and that every day 
brings him nearer to a ftate of happinefs; though he knows it has 
paffed not only without acquifition of advantage, but perhaps with- 
out endeavours after it, in the formation of {chemes that cannot be 
executed, and in the contemplation of profpects which cannot be 
approached. j | 


Suc is the general dream in which we all flumber out our 
time ; every man thinks the day coming, in which he fhall be gra- 
tified with all his wifhes, in which he fhall leave all thofe compe- 
titors behind, who are now rejoicing like himfelf in the expe¢tation 
of victory ; the day is always coming to the fervile in which they 
fhall be powerful, to the obfcure in which they fhall be eminent, 
and to the deformed in which they fhall be beautiful. 


Ir any of my readers has looked with fo little attention on the 


world about him, as to imagine this reprefentation exaggerated 

beyond probability, let him refle& a little upon his own life ; let 

him confider what were his hopes and profpects ten years ago, and 
Ww 
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what additions he then expected to be made by ten years to his 
happinefs: thofe years are now elapfed; have they made good the 
promife that was extorted from them, have they advanced his for- 
tune, enlarged his knowledge, or reformed his condué to the degree 
that was once expected? I am afraid, every man that recolleéts 
his hopes, muft confefs his difappointment; and own, that day 
has glided unprofitably after day, and that he is ftill at the fame 
diftance from the point of happinefs. 


Wirn what confolations can thofe who have thus mifcarried in 
their chief defign, elude the memory of their ill fuccefs? with 
what amufements can they pacify their difcontent, after the lofs of 
fo large a portion of life? they can give themfelves up again to the 
fame delufions, they can form new fchemes of airy gratifications, 
and fix another period of felicity ; they can again refolve to truft 
the promife which they know will be broken, they can walk in a 
circle with their eyes fhut, and perfuade themfelves to think that 
they go forward. | 


Or every great and complicated event, part depends upon caufes 
out of our power, and part muft be effected by vigour and perfe- 
verance: with regard to that which is ftiled in common lan- 
guage the work of chance, men will always find reafons for con- 
fidence or diftruft, according to their different tempers or inclina- 
tions; and he that has been long accuftomed to pleafe himfelf — 
with poffibilities of fortuitous happinefs, will not eafily or willingly 
be reclaimed from his miftake: but the effects of human induftry 
and fkill are more eafily fubjected to calculation ; whatever can be 
completed in a year, is divifible into parts, of which each may be 
performed in the compafs of aday; he, therefore, that has paffed 
the day without attention to the tafk affigned him, may be certain 
that the lapfe of life has brought him no nearer to his objet; for 
whatever idlenefs may expect from time, its produce will be only 
in proportion to the diligence with which it has been ufed. He 
that floats lazily down the ftream, in perfuit of fomething borne 
along by the fame current, will find himfelf indeed move for- 
ward ; but unlefs he lays his hand to the oar, and increafes his 
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fpced by his own labour, muft ‘be always at the fame ae from 
that which he 1s micailal | | 


Tuere have happened in every ‘age fome ‘contingencies ‘of an- 
‘expected and undeferved fuccefs, by which thofe who are deter- 
mined to believe whatever favours their inclinations, have been 


encouraged to delight themfelves with future advantages; they 


{upport confidence by confiderations, of which the only proper ufe 
as to chace away defpair: it 1s equally abfurd to fit down in idle- 
nefs, becaufe fome have been enriched without labour ; as to leap 
a precipice becaufe fome have fallen and efcaped with life, or to 
put to fea in a ftorm becaufe fome have been driven from a wreck 
aipon the coaft to which they were bound. __ 


We are all ready to-confefs, that belief ought to be proportioned 
‘to evidence or probability: let any man, therefore, compare the 
number of thofe who have been thus favoured by fortune, and of 
thofe who have failed of their expetations ; and he will eafily de- 
termine, with what juftnefs he has regiftered himfelf in the lucky 


catalogue. 


Burt there is no need on thefe occafions for deep inquirtes or la- 
borious calculations; there is a far eafier method of diftinguifhing 
the hopes of folly from thofe of reafon, of finding the difference 
between profpects that exift before the eves, and thofe that are only 
painted on » fond imagination. Tom Drowsy had accuftomed 
—himfelf to compute the profit of a-darling project, till he had no 
longer any doubt of its fuccefs; it was at laft matured by clofe con- 
fideration, all the meafures were accurately adjufted, and he wanted 
only five hundred pounds to become matter of a fortune that might 
be envied by a director of a trading company. ‘Tom was generous 
and grateful, and was refolved to recompence this fmall affiftance 
with an ample fortune: he, therefore, deliberated for a time, to 
whom amongft his friends he fhould declare his neceffities ; not 
that he fufpected a refufal, but becaufe he could not fuddenly de- 
termine which of them would make the beft ufe of riches, and 
was, therefore, moft worthy of his favour. At Jaft his choice 

was 
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was fettled ; and knowing that in order to borrow he muft thew 
the probability of repayment, he prepared for a minute and co- 
pious explanation of his project: but here the golden dream was at 
an end: he foon difcovered the impoffibility of impofing upon | 
others the notions by which he had fo long impofed upon himéelf ; 
which way foever he turned his thoughts, impoffibility and ab- 
furdity rofe in oppofition on every fide ; even credulity and preju- 
dice were at laft forced to give way, and he grew afhamed of 
crediting himfelf what fhame would not fuffer him to commu- 
nicate to another. 


To this teft let every man bring his imaginations, before they 
have been too long predominant in his mind; whatever is true will 
bear to be related, whatever is rational will endure to be explained: 
but when we delight to brood in fecret over future happinefs, and 
filently to employ our meditations upon fchemes of which we are 
confcious that the bare mention would expofe us to derifion and 
contempt ; we fhould then remember, that we are cheating ourfelves 
_ by voluntary delufions; and giving up to the unreal mockeries of 
fancy, thofe hours in which folid advantages might be attained by 
fober thought and rational affiduity. 7 


THERE is, indeed, fo little certainty in human affairs, that the 
moft cautious and fevere examiner may be allowed to indulge fome 
hopes, which he cannot prove to be much favoured by probability; 
fince after his utmoft endeavours to afcertain events, he mutt often 
leave the iffue in the hands of chance: and fo fcanty is our prefent 
allowance of happinefs, that in many fituations life could {carcely 
be fupported, if hope were not allowed to relieve the prefent 
hour by pleafures borrowed from futurity; and reanimate the 
languor of dejection to new efforts, by pointing to diftant regions 
of felicity, which yet no refolution or perfeverance fhall ever 
reach. 


Bur thefe, like all other cordials, though they may invigorate 
in a {mall quantity, intoxicate in a greater; thefe pleafures, like 
the reft, are lawful only in certain circumftances, and to certain 

degrees ; 
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degrees; they may be.ufeful:in a due fubferviency to. nobler pur. 
pofes, but become dangerous and deftructive, when once they: gain 
:the -afcendant in the heart: to, footh the mind to tranquillity by. 
hope, even when that hope is. likely to deceive us, may be fome- 
‘times ufeful; but to lull our faculties in -a lethargy, is poor and 
:defpicable. 


‘Vices and errors-are differently. modified, according to the ftate 
‘of the minds to. which they are incident: to indulge hope beyond 
-the warrant of reafon, is the failure alike of mean and. elevated under- 

ftandings ; but its foundation and itseffects are totally different : the 
man of high courage and: great abilities, is apt to. place too much 
confidence in himéfelf, and to expect from a vigorous exertion of his 
powers more than fpirit or diligence ¢an attain; between him and 
his with he fees obftacles indeed, but he expects to overleap og 
break them.; his miftaken ardour hurries him forward.; and 
though perhaps he miffes his end, he neverthelefs obtains fome 
collateral good, and performs i ufeful to mankind and 
honourable to himfelf. 


Tue drone of timidity prefumes likewife to hope, but with- 
out ground and without confequence; the blifs with which he 
folaces his hours, he always expects from others, though very 
often he knows not from whom; he folds -his anms about him, 
and fits in expectation of fome revolution in the ftate. that fhall 
raife him to greatnefs, or fome golden fhower that fhali load him 
with wealth ; he dozes away. the day in mufing upon. the morrow; 
and at the end of life is roufed from his. dream only, to. difcover, 
that the time of action is paft, and that he can now thew. his wifdom 
only by repentance, 


T 
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NUMBER LXX. 


To be continued on TuESDAYS and SATURDAYS. 


SATURDAY, uly 7, 1753. 


Virtus, repulle nefcia fordida, 
Intaminatis fulget honoribus; 
Nec fumit aut pont fecures, 
Arbitrio popularis aure@. | ‘Hor. 


Mr. ADVENTURER, 


. A rae AM the perfon whom your correfpondent 
avs al) fF fee 22 Benevotus has thought fit to mention kd the 


> miftaken: : but I ve plain lies and as he 
, did not intend to flatter me, I forgive him: 
perhaps my heart is as warm as another's, and I am no ftranger to 
any principles that would lead a man to do a handfome thing. But 
to the point. I approve your publifhing the ftory of Eucsenio; 
and I am determined the world fhall not lofe the fequel of it, in 
which you aremore concerned than perhaps you may imagine. 

Aaaa You 
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You ‘nmft know, Sir, that I had obferved my girl to go moping 
‘about of late more than common; though in truth fhe has beea 
fomewhat grave ever fince fhe difmiffed Venrosus. I was deter- 
amined to keep an-eye upon her; and fo watching her pretty clefely, 
d catched her laft Saturday was fev’night almoft drowned in tears 
with your paper in her hand. I laid hold of it in an inftant, and 
‘putting on my fpectacles began te read, with a fhrewd fufpicioa 
that I fhould find out a fecret. Her paffion ef crying ftill in- 
creafed: and when I had looked here and there in the paper, I was 
convinced that fhe was by fome means deeply interefted in the ftory, 
which, tndeed, appeared to me to be full of misfortune. In fhort 
I preffed her fo home upon the fubject, that the put the other two 
pipers into my hand, and telling me who were meant by the 
names, I began to read with great eagernefs; though to confefs a 
truth, I could fcarce fee the three laft pages. Odds my life, thinks 
I, what an honeft fellow this Eucenio is! and leering up at my 
girl, I thought I never faw her look fo like her mother before. 
I took her about the neck and kiffed her; but I did not tell her 
what I had in my head: however, to encourage her, I bid her be 
a good child; and inftantly ordering my coach, I went direétly to 

BeNneEvoLus, of whom I enquired the fhip’s name on board of 
which EucGeEnio was embarked, and when fhe failed. The door, 
whether he guefled at my intention or not, looked as if he would 
have leaped out of his fkin ; and told me, with a kind of wild 
eagernets, that the vefl having met with an accident in going out, 


was put back and then lay in the river near Gravefend. 


Wit this intelligence I returned to my daughter, and told her 
my mind. “ Emmy,” fays J, “ the Caprain was always in my 
** opinion a worthy man; and when I had reafon to believe you 
“ liked him, I did not refolve to part you becaufe he was without 

- “a 


~ 
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* 4 title or an eftate, but becaufe I-could not be reconciled to his 


" « profeffion. I was determined you fhould never marry a cockade, 


* end-carry a knapfack; and if he had been a general officer, I would 
<< have preferred an ‘honeft citizen, who encourages trade and na- 
“ vigation, before ‘him. Befides, I was angry that you fhould hold 


_ * a private correfpondence, and think to carry your point without 


“ me: ‘but you were greatly mifreprefented ; fo was the CapTain: 


* ‘the has gallantly semoved all my objections at once, he is not now 
“¢ in the army, nor-has he ever attempted to fubvert my autho- 
< rity: he is a true heart, and 1 feel that I love him as my fon. 
“¢ He.is ftill within reach; and yoa ‘hall this moment write to 


him with your own hand, and tell-him, that I fay he fhall be 


your hufband. I have money enough for ye both; and if I pleafe, 
** I can make ‘him a lord.” ‘The poor child fat ‘with ter handker- 
chief up to her eyes while d was {peaking, and d did not imme- 
dliately perceive, ‘that, upon hearing the Caprain was not gone, 
fhe had fainted. We could fcarce keep life in her for above two 
hours; but at laft fhe a little recovered her fpirits, and brought 
me the following billet. 


To EUGENIO. 
“STR, | 
cae Y dear papa commands me to intreat, that you would 
* immediately come on fhore, and from this hour con- | 
*« fider his houfe as your own. He is greatly affeGted with the ftory 
** of your penerofity and diftrefs, which he has juft learnt by an 
“ accident which I cannot new communicate; and he is determined 


“ to make you his heir, without prejudice to, 
SIR, your humble fervant, 


AMELIA. 


Wuetn 
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WueEn I had perufed this epiftle, ‘* Pfhaw” fays I, * put 
“<< affectionate at the end of it, or elfe he won’t come now.” This 
made her f{mile. I was glad to fee her look chearful ; and having 
with fome difficulty procured the proper addition, I difpatched the 
letter inftantly by my own fervant on horfeback, and ordered a 
light chariot and four to follow him, and take up Eucenro’s 
friend the doctor by the way. I will not tell you, Sir, how 
Eucenio, as you have called him, behaved upon the receipt of 
this letter ; it is enough, that in about eight hours he arrived with 
his friend at my houfe: neither will I tell you how the lovers be- 
haved when they met; it is enough, that they are to be married 
next Thurfday. I add {ome particulars for your private infpection 
in the poftfcript, that you may give us your company at the wed- 
ding. I dare fay you will fhare the happinefs of which you have 
been the inftrument; and I affure you that you will be extremely 
‘welcome to the company, but to none more than to 


Yours heartily, 


AGRESTIS. 


I am extremely obliged to Acrestis for his poftfcript, but yet 
more for his letter; which, if I may be allowed to judge by its 
effect, is the moft eloquent performance I ever read: its excellence 
I am perfuaded will be univerfally acknowledged, becaufe it will 
be felt. I fhall, however, add fome remarks, which, perhaps, 
may not occur to every mind, as every mind has not acquired a habit 


of {peculation. 


EuGEnio’s heroic perfeverance in virtue, though it appeared to 
preclude all his hopes of temporal advantage, yet eventually ful- 
filled them. If he had with lefs generofity engaged in a clandeftine 


love, | 
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love, either he would have forfeited the efteem of AMELIA, or 
fhe would have incurred the refentment of her father: if he had 
fucceeded to the remains of his paternal eftate, he might ftill have 
been fufpected by Acrestis; and if he had continued in the 
army, however preferred, he would ftill have been difapproved, 


Tuus, perhaps, if remote confequences could be difcovered by 
human forefight, we fhould fee the wifdom and the kindnefs of 
DIVINE PRESCRIPTION; we fhould fee, that the precepts which 
we are now urged to neglect by our defire of happinefs, were given 
to prevent our being precipitated by error into mifery ; at leaft, it 
would appear, that if fome immediate advantage is gained by the 
individual, an equivalent lofs is fuftained by fociety : and as fociety 
is only an aggregation of individuals, he, who feeks his own ad- 
vantage at the expence of fociety, cannot long be exempted from 
the general calamity which he contributes to produce. 


Sucu is the neceffary imperfection of human laws, that many 
private injuries are perpetrated of which they take no cognizance : 
but if thefe were allowed to be punifhed by the individual againtt 
whom they are committed, every man would be judge and exe- 
cutioner in his own caufe, and univerfal anarchy would imme- 
diately follow. The laws, therefore, by which this practice is 
prohibited, ought to be held more facred than any other: and the 
violation of them is fo far from being neceffary to prevent an im- 
putation of cowardice, that they are enforced, even among thofe 
in whom cowardice is punifhed with death, by the following claufe 
in the nineteenth ARTICLE of WAR. 


“* Nor {hall any officer or foldier upbraid another for REFUSING 
‘© a CHALLENGE ; fince, according to thefe our orders, they do but 
c¢ the 
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« the puTY of soLDIERS, who ought to fubject themfelves to 
«¢ difcipline: and we do acquit and difcharge all men who have 
* quarrels offered, or challenges fent to them, of all difgrace or 
« opinion of difadvantage in théir obedience hereunto: and who- 
« (oever fhall upbraid them, or“offend in this cafe, fhall be pu- 
&© nifhed as a CHALLENGER.” 


Ir is to be prefumed, that of this claufe no gentleman in the 
army is ignorant; and thofe, who by the arrogance of their folly 
labour to render it ineffectual, fhould, as enemies to their COUNTRY, 
be driven out of it with deteftation and contempt. 


The End of the First Vo.tume. | 
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